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MERRY Christmas to 
you all. 

The mad rush to the 
end of the year is upon us 
and I can definitely say 
that I am looking forward 
to a break, and I’m also 
looking forward to 2023. 

We are excited to be 
able to fit in a few we-
binars before the end of 
the year, including an 
industry and researcher 
webinar that will focus 
on some of the chal-
lenges industry currently 
faces. 

The aim of these in-
teractions is not only to 
facilitate industry and 
researcher dialogue, but 
also to seed some fantas-
tic new ideas for PHA’s 
2023 funding call. 

Last month, I had the 
opportunity to finally 
graduate from the Aus-
tralian Rural Leadership 
Program. 

It was a long time com-
ing, however was well 
worth the wait. 

The last session was 
held in New Zealand, and 
I was lucky enough to 
have had time to catch up 
with a few fellow poultry 
scientists, and also to chat 
to a number of academ-
ics at Lincoln University 
about sustainability and 
circular economy. 

I see that the poultry 
industry has a huge head 

start in this area and I 
am keen to explore some 
newfound ideas in the 
new year. 

The program has so far 
delivered on challenging 
me to think about my 
leadership style and be-
haviours, and I am con-
fident that I will be able 
to apply these learnings 
for the benefit of the in-
dustry. 

Interestingly, previous 
graduates of this course 
assure me the real learn-
ings are yet to come. 

A huge shout out to Ag-
riFutures for sponsoring 
me to be part of this ex-
citing experience.

The PHA team have 
been busy working to en-
sure our latest research 
projects are all signed off 
and ready to go in the 
new year. 

I would like to take 
this opportunity to con-
gratulate the successful 
researchers and to en-

courage others to apply 
for future funding. 

It’s also a great time 
of year, while thinking 
of new research ideas, to 
apply for our Researcher 
in Industry Program. 

This program enables 
researchers to test their 
ideas directly with indus-
try by immersing them-
selves on farm or in a 
poultry business. 

Check out our web-
site or contact us if you 
would like to know more 
– poultryhub.org/

I hope you are all safe 
and well and encourage 
you to reach out – we 
are always looking for 
ways to support industry 
and farmers and would 
welcome any suggestions 
of how we can be of as-
sistance. 

If you have an idea 
or would like to chat 
all things poultry, con-
tact our office on poultr 
yhub@une.edu.au 

Industry interactions
Cohort 28 of the Australian Rural Leadership Program in Wellington, New 
Zealand, visiting the Australian High Commission.

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

Food safety tips for holiday season
THE 2022 holiday sea-
son is near and as such a 
Clemson University food 
systems and safety agent 
has some tips to help keep 
people safe from food-
borne illnesses.

Turkey is a popular dish 
served for Christmas cel-
ebrations, but it is also a 
source of possible food poi-
soning, such as salmonella 
infections. 

To help keep people safe, 
US-based Clemson Coop-
erative Extension Service 
food systems and safety 
agent Samantha Houston 
has some advice.

“There are at least three 
tasty options for cooking a 
turkey,” Ms Houston said. 

“These are roasting, 
smoking and frying.

“It is important to make 
sure a turkey is fully 
cooked before it is eaten to 
avoid salmonella or other 
bacteria-related infections.”

Bacteria can survive on 
foods that are not properly 
cooked. 

The colour of meat and 
poultry does not show if it 
is safely cooked. 

Use a food thermom-
eter to measure the inter-
nal temperature of cooked 
foods and cook all poultry 
to at least 75C.
Properly cook stuffed 
turkeys

Cooking a stuffed turkey 
at home can be riskier than 
cooking one that is not 
stuffed. 

If the stuffing is not thor-
oughly cooked, foodborne 
illnesses could occur. 

To properly stuff and 
cook a turkey, Ms Houston 
advises to safely prepare 
the stuffing.

Moist and dry ingredients 
can be prepared separately 
ahead of time.

Store moist ingredients 
such as butter or marga-
rine, cooked celery, onions, 
broth and such in the re-
frigerator.

Both moist and dry ingre-
dients should be combined 
immediately before the 
bird is stuffed, never in ad-
vance, even if refrigerated.

Use only cooked ingredi-
ents, such as sautéed veg-
etables, cooked meats and 
seafood, including oysters.

If eggs are used, Ms Hou-
ston said it’s best to use 
pasteurised liquid eggs and 
not raw shell eggs. 

Pasteurised eggs have 
undergone heat treatment 
to kill bacteria, particularly 
salmonella. 

Raw eggs have a higher 
chance of having bacteria. 

This is for added insur-
ance because heating the 
whole thing to 75C will kill 
the bacteria, Ms Houston 
said.

Moist stuffing is better 
than dry stuffing as heat 
destroys bacteria more 
rapidly in a moist environ-
ment.

Properly stuff the bird – 
loosely stuff both the neck 
and body cavities. 

Use about 1.5 cups of 
stuffing per kilogram of 
turkey. 

As an example, no more 
than 13.5 cups of stuffing 
should be used in a 9kg 
bird.

Cook at the proper tem-
perature – put the stuffed 
turkey immediately in a 
preheated oven set no lower 
than 165C. 

Cooking overnight at a 
low setting – 90C to 120C 
– is unsafe because bacteria 
can easily grow under these 
conditions.

Use a food thermometer 
– always check the stuff-
ing temperature to ensure 
it is done. 

Even if the turkey has 
reached 75C in the inner-
most part of the thigh, the 
stuffing might not have 
reached 75C in the centre. 

All parts of the stuffing 
must be cooked to 75C for 
safety.

If purchasing pre-stuffed 
whole poultry is part of the 
plan, Ms Houston said to 
remember pre-stuffed birds 
are highly perishable and 
should only be purchased 
if the package includes a 
mark of inspection. 

This means the turkey 
has been processed under 
controlled conditions. 

Never thaw a pre-stuffed 
frozen bird before cooking. 

Always cook from the 
frozen state. 

Follow package instruc-
tions to ensure a safely 
cooked product.
Prevent cross-contami-
nation

When cooking poultry, 
Ms Houston said it is im-
portant to prevent cross-
contamination. 

Always wash hands thor-
oughly with hot soapy wa-
ter before preparing foods 
and after handling raw 
poultry. 

Don’t let raw poultry or 
juices touch ready-to-eat 
foods, either in the refriger-
ator or during preparation. 

Don’t put cooked foods 
on the same plate that pre-
viously held raw poultry. 

Always wash utensils that 
have touched raw poultry 
with hot soapy water be-
fore using them for cooked 
poultry. 

Wash counters, cutting 
boards and other surfaces 
raw poultry have touched.

It is best not to rinse the 
poultry before cooking be-
cause the rinse water could 
contaminate the sink and, 
if water is splashed, the 
counter and other surfaces 
around the sink could be 
contaminated as well. 

Cooking the turkey to a 
safe temperature – 75C or 
hotter – kills bacteria on 
the surface of the turkey.

Live turkeys contain a di-
verse array of bacteria and 
other organisms on their 
feathers, skin, feet and in-
testinal tract. 

Of the microorganisms 
that make people sick – 
called pathogens – the most 
common bacteria turkeys 
contain in their gastroin-
testinal tract and on exte-
rior surface are salmonella, 
campylobacter and e coli 
generic. 

Wild turkeys carry more 
bacteria than domestic tur-
keys.It is important to make sure poultry is fully cooked 

before it is eaten. Photo: Becky Fantham

n How to keep salmonella away from festive meals
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Poultry Industry
Calendar of Events

How to supply event details: Send all 
details to National Poultry Newspaper, PO 
Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178, call 07 3286 
1833 or email: design@collins.media

2023

FEB 6-8 – Australian Poultry Science 
Symposium, Sydney Australia,  
www.apss2023.com.au

FEB 8-9 – Australian Veterinary 
Poultry Association Scientific 
Meeting, Sydney Australia, www.
avpa.asn.au/event

JUN 21-24 – European Symposium 
on Poultry Nutrition, Rimini Italy,  
www.wpsa.com

SEP 4-8  – Congress of the World 
Veterinary Poultry Association, 
Verona Italy, www.wvpac2021.com

SEP 7-9  – European Symposium on 
the Quality of Poultry Meat, Eggs and 
Egg Products, Krakow Poland, www.
eggmeat2022.com/

Kym Miller 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693 
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Graeme Pope 0439 066 006 
graeme@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products.

Delivered on time.

At competitive pricing.

Supported by the best

available technical  

service in animal and  

livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Festive food safety tips
Clemson Department 

of Food, Nutrition and 
Packaging Sciences 
professor Julie North-
cutt said health offi-
cials see an increase in 
the incidence of food-
borne illness at this 
time of year.

In most cases, these 
increases in foodborne 
illnesses occur because 
people get distracted.

“Most of us are very 
busy at the holidays, 
with friends or rela-
tives visiting us as we 
cook, but we need to be 
mindful of where the 
dangers are when han-
dling raw food, such as 
meat and poultry,” Prof 
Northcutt said. 

“You wouldn’t want 
your holiday or some-
one else’s to be ruined 

by a foodborne illness, 
especially when they 
are so easy to prevent. 

“No one should ever 
eat meat without prop-
erly cooking, properly 
holding and correctly 
storing it.”

The temperature 
range at which disease-
causing bacteria grow 
best is called the ‘tem-
perature danger zone’. 

This zone is between 
5C and 58C. 

Prof Northcutt said 
cooks will want their 
food to “pass through” 
this temperature dan-
ger zone as quickly as 
possible.

“This gets the food 
out of that tempera-
ture danger zone in a 
reasonable amount of 
time,” she said.

It is best to cool foods 
from 58C to 20C within 

two hours and then con-
tinue cooling from 20C 
to 5C within another 
four hours for safety.

An easy way to re-
duce the risk of salmo-
nella infection and ru-
ining a family holiday 
is to wash all surfaces 
touched by poultry 
with hot soapy water, 
rinse well and sanitise 
with a bleach solution 
made by mixing one 
teaspoon of regular 
plain bleach with 1 li-
tre of water. 

Another option is 
to mix the solution in 
the kitchen sink, soak 
items for one minute 
and then allow items to 
air dry. 

Sanitiser solution can 
be mixed in a squirt 
bottle, spritzed onto 
washed surfaces and 
allowed to air dry. 

* from P1

Egg Farmers of Australia staff and board members John Coward from Queensland, 
Ian Wilson from Western Australia, Ruth Drinkwater from South Australia and 
Tasmania, chief executive officer Melinda Hashimoto, administration and engage-
ment officer Kylie Jackson and Bede Burke from NSW. People are urged to post 
photos of their family using Aussie eggs in their Christmas cooking under the 
#WeEatAussieEggs on their social media platforms.

Count your eggs and 
blessings this Christmas
IN your household, how 
many traditional Christ-
mas foods can you name 
that use eggs?

That’s the question Aus-
tralia’s egg farmers are 
asking people to answer 
on social media during the 
festive season, along with 
using the hashtag #WeE 
atAussieEggs on their 
posts.

The campaign aims to 
encourage Aussie fami-
lies to spare a thought 
for the nation’s egg farm-
ers when they gather in 
the kitchen to prepare for 
Christmas.

Farmers are encour-
aging people to snap a 
photo when the fam-
ily gets together to make 
Christmas goodies and 
post it on social media 
with #WeEatAussieEggs 
to flag their support for 
Australian-grown eggs.

Australia’s commercial 
farmers produce 17.9 mil-
lion eggs daily to satisfy 

the domestic appetite for 
eggs – equating to 6.3 
billion eggs a year.

Eggs also account for 
one of the most afford-
able proteins available to 
Australian families. 

It is surprising how 
many Christmas food 
traditions involve the use 
of eggs. 

All feature eggs as 
a key ingredient – the 
plum pudding and bran-
dy custard, traditional 
Christmas cake, pavlova, 
turkey stuffing, Grand-
ma’s trif le, ice-cream 

and egg-nog.
Crack an egg, snap a 

photo and whack it on so-
cial media as a shout out 
to our egg farmers.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia also take this op-
portunity to wish all Aus-
tralians an ‘egg-cellent’ 
Christmas.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia is the peak voice of 
the nation’s leading free-
range, barn-laid and cage 
egg farmers. 

Most producers are 
from family-run farms. 

Trust in egg industry 
strong as environment 
takes centre stage
NEW data has re-
vealed community 
trust in the nation’s 
egg industry remains 
strong, with a signifi-
cant number of Aus-
tralians agreeing the 
sector has a lower 
impact on the envi-
ronment compared to 
other industries.

The latest round of 
Australian Egg’s Sus-
tainability Framework 
Community Survey 
shows 85 percent of 
Australians support 
the nation’s egg indus-
try, while 64 percent 
of respondents have 
expressed trust in the 
industry to act respon-
sibly, which has in-
creased almost 10 per-
cent since 2018.

Australian Eggs man-
aging director Rowan 
McMonnies, who re-
cently presented at the 
International Egg Con-
ference in the Nether-
lands, said the results 
were very pleasing.

“As the industry 
continues to navigate 
changes to supply 
chains in the wake of 
COVID, the results 
from this year’s survey 
shows the industry has 
remained steadfast and 
demonstrates the value 
of the industry to the 
nation,” Mr McMon-
nies said.

“The research also 
presents a call to action 
for the industry to dem-
onstrate it is using en-
vironmental resources 
responsibly. 

“The significance of 
environmental man-
agement as a driver 
of trust has increased 
significantly this year, 
reflecting increasing 
community interest in 
this area, and the in-
dustry needs to dem-
onstrate improvement 
in order to align with 
community expecta-
tions.”

The survey, conduct-
ed by research com-
pany Voconiq, engaged 
more than 5000 Aus-
tralians, and is the fifth 
time the survey has 
been undertaken.

It forms a central part 
of Australian Eggs’ 
Sustainability Frame-
work, which aims to 
explore community at-
titudes and perceptions 
of the egg industry.

Voconiq chief execu-
tive officer Dr Kieren 
Moffat said the survey 
shows continual im-
provement for the in-
dustry.

“Despite community 
concerns and challeng-
ing conditions, public 
trust in the egg indus-
try has remained strong 
this year and a key 
driver of this has been 
industry’s responsive-
ness to environment 
and food safety prac-
tices,” he said.

“Almost 70 percent of 
Australians agree the 
industry is listening 

and responding through 
actions, which can be 
improved even further 
by aligning with com-
munity expectation.”

Mr McMonnies said 
the results from the 
Sustainability Frame-
work Community sur-
vey will inform change 
on-farm, industry re-
search and develop-
ment and policy.

“The results from 
these surveys assist 
in defining where we 
need to improve and 
where our research and 
development focuses 
need to be,” he said.

Industry-wide car-
bon reduction is one of 
these focuses, with 50 
percent of the indus-
try’s carbon footprint 
linked to feed con-
sumption.

“Increasing the effi-
ciency of hen diets and 
identifying substitutes 
for higher carbon feed 
ingredients such as 
soybean meal are real 
opportunities for the 
industry and are being 
investigated,” Mr Mc-
Monnies said.

Australian Eggs is 
also focused on on-
farm carbon reduction 
and has invested sig-
nificantly in research 
to conduct carbon as-
sessments of the supply 
chain.

“This body of re-
search has found that 
overall, eggs remain as 
one of the lowest car-
bon animal proteins, 
which is supported by 
industry’s adaption of 
renewables,” Mr Mc-
Monnies said.

Days Eggs, South 
Australia’s largest egg 
producer, is now ex-
ploring carbon reduc-
tion and range regen-
eration for their farms 
in pursuit of improved 
environmental sustain-
ability.

Days Eggs’ managing 
director Dion Andary 
said environmental sus-
tainability should be 
top of mind for all in 
the industry.

“We have looked at 
a number of different 
regeneration strategies 
and we are now test-
ing their effectiveness 
across our free-range 
farms,” he said.

“Action on environ-
mental management is 
critical for the indus-
try,” Mr McMonnies 
said.

“And over the next 
12 months, Australian 
Eggs will be working 
to ensure the commu-
nity understands how 
environmental man-
agement is being im-
proved across the egg 
industry.”

For more informa-
tion and to read the full 
Sustainability Frame-
work survey report, 
visit australianeggs.
org.au/assets/Austral 
ian-Eggs-2022-Single-
Page.pdf 

by MELINDA HASHIMOTO
CEO
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Introducing the powerful broad spectrum 
disinfectant that won’t clean out your wallet

With the same active ingredients  
as VIRKON® S, now’s the time to switch to  

NEOGEN® Viroxide Super for your poultry farm.

Meet the disinfectant that’s tough on germs, but easy 
on your budget. Proven effective against bacteria, 

viruses, fungi and spores, NEOGEN® Viroxide Super 
works rapidly. It is safe to use in the presence 

of livestock and is an environmentally friendly 
comprehensive disinfectant for use on hard surfaces. 
 

NEOGEN® is a registered trademark of Neogen Corporation  
VIRKON® is a registered trademark of Antec International Limited  
Distributed by: Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd, 16 Voyager Circuit, Glendenning NSW 2761

The cleanest switch you’ll ever make

National:
Shaun Megson   
m: 0455 520 845  
e: shaun@abbeylabs.com.au

VIC, SA, TAS, Southern NSW: 
Rob McCann  
m: 0439 462 655  
e: rob@abbeylabs.com.au 

Northern NSW & Southern QLD:
Brett Wisemantel  
m: 0428 357 109  
e: brett.wisemantel@abbeylabs.com.au

Western Australia: 
Darren Rutley  
m: 0499 323 053  
e: darren.rutley@abbeylabs.com.au

For more information, contact:

Available in: 1kg 2.5kg 5kg 10kg
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Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

If hatched as a female, happy life. Hatched as a male, not so happy – unless you’re 
a hipster Kipster.

Hipster Kipster roosters rule the roost.

Roosters reviving as Kipster hipsters
WHILE Kipster rhymes 
with hipster, that’s not 
where the similarity 
ends. 

With ‘hipster’ defined 
along the lines of a per-
son who follows the lat-
est trends and fashions, 
especially those regard-
ed as being outside the 
cultural mainstream, the 
Kipster farm is very hip-
ster.

In Dutch, ‘kip’ means 
chicken and ‘ster’ means 
star, hence the name of 
the company. 

Kipster’s website states 
that its chickens are 
more than the sum of 
what they consume and 
release: “They are beings 
with desires and feelings 
– they both suffer and 
enjoy.”

Headquartered in the 
Netherlands and with 
operations and egg and 
meat poultry farms there 
and in the US, Kipster 
is refreshingly ending 
the habit of culling male 
chicks by letting the 
‘brothers’ of egg-layers 
grow up to become an 
alternative meat source. 

Now, as an old rooster 
myself, that’s good news.

In the US alone, around 
300 million male chicks 
are killed every year in 
the egg industry.

It’s basic biology 
– when layer hens are 
born, an equal number 
of roosters are also des-
tined to hatch. 

Unfortunately, these 
male chicks are discard-
ed as if they are worth-
less, since they don’t lay 
eggs. 

They are also leaner 
and don’t gain weight as 
efficiently as their ‘cous-
ins’ in the meat industry. 

So, they are killed. 
It is an inconvenient 

truth that 50 percent of 

all newborn chicks in the 
US are killed as part of 
egg production.

I understand that the 
first Kipster roosters, at 
15 weeks of age – tradi-
tional meat broilers live 
around six weeks – are 
now being processed 
into meat products for 
humans. 

Kipster, a newcomer to 
the US egg market, is 
not willing to wait un-
til technological solu-
tions become available 
that can identify and kill 
males while they are still 
in the egg. 

Instead, they are rais-
ing them. 

According to Kipster’s 
US managing director 
Sandra Vijn, Kipster is 
accepting the responsi-
bility now. 

“We let the roosters 
live,” Ms Vijn said.

“If people choose to eat 
chicken, then why not 
the rooster brothers of 
our hens? 

“As a result, fewer 
broilers will be needed 
for meat.” 

It seems obvious that 
roosters and spent hens 
from egg farmers are an 
untapped source of meat. 

Layer hens become 
meat after around 90 
weeks after their laying 
period ends. 

According to Nancy 

Roulston, senior direc-
tor of corporate policy 
and animal science with 
American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals, the convention-
al egg industry has justi-
fied everything from im-
mobilising hens in cages 
to destroying millions of 
newborn chicks as the 
cost of doing business. 

“Kipster’s welfare-
centred approach to egg 
production shows that 
suffering is not an in-
evitability when busi-
nesses marry compas-
sion with innovation,” 
Ms Roulston said.

“The ASPCA hopes 
food companies recog-
nise the incredible op-
portunity Kipster of-
fers to improve animal 
welfare in their supply 
chains.” 

Weighing up the rela-
tive attributes of layers 
versus broilers, goes a 
bit like this – the layer is 
a marathon runner, need-
ing to lay as many eggs 
as possible for as long as 
possible. 

Broilers are more 
sprinters – they need 
to gain as much weight 
as possible in the least 
amount of time. 

Of course, layers and 
roosters carry less meat 
on their bones, which 
means meat from the egg 

industry is considerably 
more expensive. 

However, waste not, 
want not, according to 
Hillary Dalton, senior 
research manager of 
Compassion in World 
Farming.

“Currently almost all 
male layer chicks in the 
US are placed in a mac-
erator immediately after 
hatching, where they are 
ground up and killed,” 
Ms Dalton said.

“Their painful and in-
humane deaths represent 
an immense amount of 
unnecessary suffering 
and a waste of resources 
to incubate millions of 
eggs of unwanted male 
chicks. 

“Compassion in World 
Farming USA believes 
male roosters and laying 
hens deserve the oppor-
tunity to have full and 
enriched lives. 

“We are thrilled to see 
Kipster’s expansion into 
the US and their pioneer-
ing efforts to eliminate 
the greatest welfare and 
waste problems in the 
US laying hen industry.”

As a game-changing 
system for egg produc-
tion, Kipster combines a 
whole range of inaugu-
ral innovations on their 
farms, besides eliminat-
ing male chick culling:

• Barn design centres 
around the instincts and 
needs of the chicken

• Eggs are carbon neu-
tral

• Chickens eat feed that 
includes a large amount 
of upcycled food prod-
ucts, with minimal en-
vironmental impact and 
limited competition with 
human food.

While personally being 
decades away from being 
a hipster, I support being 
Kipster. 

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT
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Species Chickens

Dosage Ascaridia galli, Heterakis gallinarum, Capillaria spp.:  
600 g of Flubenol per tonne of feed
(equivalent to 30 g flubendazole (30 ppm))

Tapeworm (Raillietina spp.):
1200 g of Flubenol per tonne of feed
(equivalent to 60 g flubendazole (60 ppm))

Administration 
Period 7 consecutive days

DOSAGE AND ADMINISTRATION

Only Flubenol Oral Wormer treats all 
life stages of the common worm species 
affecting chickens

growsolutions.elanco.com
1800 226 324

Always read and follow the label directions. Stringent housing hygiene management is essential for optimal 
worm control. Resistance may develop to any chemical. Chickens: Withholding period: Meat: 7 days Eggs: 
zero days. Contraindicated for use in pigeons and parrots. For full product details, contact Elanco Customer 
Service on 1800 226 324 or visit www.growsolutions.elanco.com.
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A COMPREHENSIVE 
assessment of the prior-
ity areas for Australia’s 
chicken meat industry 
has provided crucial 
input to the develop-
ment of the AgriFutures 
Chicken Meat Program 
research, development 
and extension plan for 
the next five years. 

The results of the as-
sessment highlighted the 
increasing importance of 
food safety, animal wel-
fare and food security to 
industry participants and 
stakeholders alike.

During June 2022, a di-
verse range of industry 
stakeholders responded 
to a materiality assess-
ment survey, designed to 
help inform and support 
the AgriFutures Chicken 
Meat Program’s focus 
and delivery on key ob-
jectives.

Sustainability servic-
es firm Point Advisory 
managing principal Alan 
Dayeh led the material-
ity assessment process 
with key input from the 
Australian Chicken Meat 
Federation.

“A materiality assess-
ment provides a system-
atic means to determine 
what topics – issues and 
opportunities – are most 
important to an industry 
and its stakeholders,” Mr 
Dayeh said.

“The approach aims to 
identify any existing or 
potential economic, en-
vironmental and social 
impacts on the industry, 
identifies priority areas 
for action and informs 
public-facing communi-
cations, including inves-
tor information.”

The materiality as-
sessment incorporated 
findings from a range of 
research as well as per-
spectives from industry 
stakeholders, including 
those operating in the 
chicken meat value chain, 
and industry trends both 
regionally and globally.

“To determine the ‘ma-
terial topics’ applicable 
to the chicken meat in-
dustry, we considered the 
significance or impact of 
the topic for the indus-
try and the influence of 
the topic on stakeholder 
decision-making,” Mr 
Dayeh said.

The results of the as-
sessment revealed that 
most ‘material’ topics 
facing the Australian 
chicken meat industry 
are food safety and ani-
mal welfare, followed by 
food security, biosecu-
rity, climate change and 
health, safety and well-
being.

These results reinforced 
the need to continue to 
prioritise the wellbeing 
of chickens raised for 
meat production through-
out their life cycle and 
to ensure chicken meat 
remains safe for Austral-
ian consumers. 

They also highlighted 
the importance of topics 
related to food security, 
cost of living and the sta-
bility of prices and sup-
ply chains.

The industry plays a 
crucial role in feeding 
Australians. 

Australians currently 
consume on average 49kg 
of chicken meat each 
year, equating to roughly 
twice as much chicken 
than beef and pork, and 
six times more than lamb. 

Maintaining this stabil-
ity and security will be 
important for the indus-
try’s sustainability into 
the future.
Assessment results 
drive future industry 
research development 
and extension efforts

The AgriFutures 
Chicken Meat Program’s 
purpose is to invest in 
RDE to foster an innova-
tive, adaptive and valu-
able chicken meat indus-
try in Australia.

AgriFutures Chicken 
Meat Program Advisory 
Panel chair Katherine 
Balding said the results 
of the assessment were 
integral in informing the 
short and long-term strat-
egies, objectives and key 
performance indicators 
of the program.

The AgriFutures 
Chicken Meat RDE Plan 
(2022-2027) has under-
gone extensive industry 
consultation and is due to 
be released soon.

“Its vision is to grow 
the long-term prosperity 
of the Australian chicken 
meat industry,” Ms Bald-
ing said.

“The top five pri-
orities for the industry 
were identified through 
analysing and combining 
individual stakeholder 
rankings on priority top-
ics.

“We reflected on this 
aggregated list of priority 
topics as we developed 
the new RDE plan, which 
aims to protect the lon-
gevity of the industry in 
Australia.”

The Australian chicken 
meat industry contributes 
$7.9 billion to the Aus-
tralian economy and sus-
tains 58,000 jobs across 
the country. 

The industry has grown 
consistently at 4 percent 
per annum over the past 

three decades.
“The industry plays a 

particularly significant 
role in supporting em-
ployment and economic 
output across Australia’s 
regional and rural com-
munities,” Ms Balding 
said.

For her, one of the high-
lights arising from the 
study was the importance 
of food security to survey 
respondents.

“We wouldn’t have ex-
pected to see food secu-
rity as one of the highest 
material topics five years 
ago — we believe this 
is a direct response to 
COVID-19,” she said.

“The industry has a 
relatively low carbon 
footprint and provides 
an affordable, nutritional 
and locally grown source 
of protein for Australian 
consumers.”

AgriFutures Chicken 
Meat Program research 
manager Annie Lane not-
ed the importance of the 
materiality assessment.

“A range of livestock 
industries have carried 
out, or are in the process 
of carrying out, materi-
ality assessments,” Ms 
Lane said.

“It is important to cap-
ture the key elements of 
what industry sustain-
ability means to our in-
dustry stakeholders.

“Stakeholders are in-
creasingly interested in 
sustainability strategies 
and actions of businesses 
and industries, and in 
seeing the topics that in-
form these strategies.”

Ms Balding noted that 
the relatively high scores 
for topics relating to the 
environment, such as cli-
mate change mitigation, 
adaptation and resilience, 
feedstock and sustaina-
ble packaging were also 
noteworthy.

“Not only do the results 
help drive the plan for 
the industry and guide 
research investment, but 
they also help develop 
a ‘score card’ that al-
lows us to communicate 
back to stakeholders on 
issues that are important 
to them,” she said.

“These results will 
prove vital in develop-
ing a comprehensive 
score card that allows us 
to build confidence and 
trust across the breadth 
of our stakeholder rela-
tionships.”

The full materiality as-
sessment report can be 
read at agrifutures.com.
au/produt 
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AgriFutures Chicken Meat Program research manager Annie Lane. Photo: Kenji Sato

Materiality assessment identifies 
priorities for future investment

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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AJ BUSH and Sons op-
erate the largest capac-
ity rendering facility 
within Australia and are 
located within the state 
development area of 
Bromelton in Queens-
land. 

Meat by-products are 
processed through six dif-
ferent rendering process 
lines and the company 
is the recipient of a Cli-
mate Alliance Business 
Leadership Award for site 
emissions reduction.
The issue

Not a company for rest-
ing on its laurels, when 
the treatment lagoon was 
not responding to the in-
stalled surface aerators, 
plant engineering man-
ager Byron Boyers con-
tacted Hydro Innovations 
for advice. 
The solution

Hydro Innovations rec-
ommended using two of 
its Gorman-Rupp Echo-
Storm Venturi Aerators. 

These are bank mount-
ed aerators that use self-
priming pumps to ‘drive’ 
them. 

The required pump to 
drive these units was a 
Gorman-Rupp self-prim-
ing T10 – Super T Series 
– pump. 

This was perfect for Mr 
Boyers because he was 
able to re-purpose a pump 
the plant already had on 
its asset list, and AJ Bush 
and Sons was already a 
Gorman-Rupp pump user.
The benefits

Mr Boyers said that one 
of the first considerations 
for the company when 
selecting equipment is 
ease of access, and that 
this was the beauty of the 
Echo-Storm Venturi Aer-
ation system. 

He also said that due to 
unimpeded access, instal-
lation was a “breeze.”
The results

Mr Boyers and his team 
were extremely happy 
with the outcome of the 
project. 

“The visual colour of 
the water and surrounding 
odour has significantly 
improved within a week 
after installation,” he said.

Gorman-Rupp Echo-

Storm Venturi Aerators are 
available in four sizes – 
50mm, 75mm, 100mm and 
150mm – and are proving 
very popular with com-
panies and organisations 
wanting to improve safety 
and reduce maintenance 
costs associated with run-
ning their aeration systems.

More information on 
these systems can be ob-
tained from Hydro In-
novations at info@hydro 
innovations.com.au 

Upgrade for safer aeration

Ease of access is one feature of the Echo-Storm 
Venturi Aeration system.

RUGGED & RELIABLE 

WASTEWATER 
PUMPS

sales@HydroInnovations.com.au
www.HydroInnovations.com.au   

• Self Priming Pumps are mounted 
  above ground for easy access and 

  maintenance

• Designed to minimise blockages

• Pumps rags and stringy materials 
  with ‘eradicator’ technology

• Does not require multiple  
  personnel to maintain.

“Don’t be fooled by 
cheap imitations. Insist 
on genuine, rugged, 
dependable 
Gorman-Rupp brand”

THE World Organisa-
tion for Animal Health 
is holding an expert 
meeting on African 
swine fever, avian in-
fluenza and other avian 
diseases in the Asia-
Pacific region for the 
first time in three years, 
according to a press re-
lease from the Austral-
ian government.

Australian chief vet-
erinary officer Dr Mark 

Schipp said the five-day 
in-person event will see 
international experts 
share scientific infor-
mation and discuss new 
diagnostic and vaccine 
technology.

“Australia is proud to 
be hosting this meeting 
as a country free of the 
world’s worst animal 
diseases, such as ASF 
and avian influenza 
H5N1,” Dr Schipp said. 

“ASF and avian influ-
enza are highly conta-
gious viral diseases af-
fecting wild and domes-
tic pigs and birds.”

“Animal pests and dis-
eases are a major threat 
to Australia’s livestock 
and poultry industries 
and an outbreak could 
impact on our access to 
export markets, under-
mining livelihoods.

“Along with strong na-

tional surveillance, bios-
ecurity and preparedness 
measures, international 
collaboration is essential 
in preventing the spread 
of these diseases and 
sharing global expertise.

“Australia is a strong 
contributor to WOAH 
processes to protect our 
animal health status and 
substantial trade in ani-
mals and animal prod-
ucts.” 

Collaboration on bird and pig disease prevention

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
http://innovations.com.au
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CONTACT YOUR ZOETIS REPRESENTATIVE TO LEARN HOW POULVAC ST CAN  
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What doesn’t get into your operation, won’t hurt you. Poulvac® ST aids
in reducing Salmonella levels1. Discover the benefits of Poulvac® ST
and help give Salmonella the boot.

Australian Chicken 
Meat Federation 
welcomes new CEO
THE Australian Chick-
en Meat Federation, 
Australia’s peak coor-
dinating body for par-
ticipants in the chicken 
meat industry in Aus-
tralia, has welcomed 
a new chief executive 
officer.

Dr Mary Wu comes to 
the chicken meat indus-
try from the Australian 
Meat Industry Council, 
where Dr Wu was gen-
eral manager of process-
ing and export.

A registered veteri-
narian, Dr Wu brings 
significant protein in-
dustry experience to the 
ACMF, having worked 
in senior management 
roles in the red meat in-
dustry. 

While at AMIC, Dr 
Wu was responsible for 
managing and driving a 
diverse portfolio advo-
cating for the ongoing 
sustainability and pros-
perity of the livestock 
industry supply chain. 

Previously, Dr Wu 
held senior roles within 
the Department of Ag-
riculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry, particularly in 
trade and market access. 

Outgoing ACMF exec-
utive director Dr Vivien 
Kite said, “We are ex-
cited to bring Mary into 
the world of chicken 
meat.” 

“She has highly rel-
evant experience rep-
resenting the red meat 
industry on a range of 

issues that are common 
to the chicken industry, 
including access to a 
sustainable workforce, 
animal health and bios-
ecurity, animal welfare, 
food safety and sustain-
ability. 

“Mary is held in high 
regard by our colleagues 
in the red meat industry 
and comes to us with 
pre-existing strong rela-
tionships and networks 
within government, at 
both state and Com-
monwealth levels,” Dr 
Kite said.

Dr Kite will continue 
in her role as executive 
director of the Austral-
ian Poultry Industries 
Association until her 
retirement at the end of 
May 2023, allowing for 
a significant handover 
period to Dr Wu.

“This is an important 
milestone for the chick-
en meat industry as it 
works to manage the 
challenges and opportu-
nities that are currently 
facing agricultural in-
dustries,” Dr Kite said.

“I am confident in 
Mary’s ability to con-
tinue to drive the indus-
try forward as it keeps 
successfully delivering 
Australia’s favourite 
meat to dinner tables 
across the country. 

“On behalf of our in-
dustry, I welcome Mary 
to this role and look for-
ward to working with 
her over the coming six 
months.” 

Incoming Australian Chicken Meat Federation 
chief executive officer Dr Mary Wu.

The addition of sugarcane bagasse and other fibre sources to the diet has been 
demonstrated to improve performance due to their action on gastrointestinal func-
tionality.

Response of broilers to insoluble fibre and 
exogenous enzymes in low protein diets
THE Australian poultry 
industry is focused on 
developing a successful 
low crude protein feed-
ing program for broilers. 

Reduced CP broiler di-
ets have the potential to 
provide a number of ben-
efits, including enhanced 
environmental outcomes, 
increased bird welfare 
and reduced input costs. 

However, as dietary 
CP is reduced, growth 
performance is often 
impaired, body fat and 
fat pad weights are in-
creased, and gut health is 
negatively affected. 

These effects are more 
prominent in broilers fed 
a wheat-based diet com-
pared to a maize-based 
diet, and this brings a 
further challenge to the 
Australian industry as 
broiler diets in Australia 
are based on wheat.

The decreased perfor-
mance of broilers associ-
ated with feeding a low 
CP diet cannot be fully 
recovered by supplemen-
tation of essential amino 
acids. 

To restore the perfor-
mance loss in broilers 
associated with feeding 
a low CP diet, the use 
of specific non-essential 
AA, whole grains and en-
zymes has been explored, 
but with limited success. 

The addition of sugar-
cane bagasse and other 
fibre sources to the diet 
has been demonstrated to 
improve performance due 
to their action on gastro-
intestinal functionality, 
such as improved gizzard 
development, increased 
digestibility of nutrients 
and modulation of diges-
tive enzyme production 
and nutrient transporters 

in the digestive system. 
However, whether this 

improves the perfor-
mance of broilers fed a 
reduced protein diet re-
mains unclear.

This project investigat-
ed the effects of insolu-
ble fibre and protease as 
a nutritional strategy to 
improve growth perfor-
mance and gut health of 
broilers offered low CP 
diets supplemented with 
crystalline AA. 

The key finding was 
that a 20g/kg or less re-
duction of dietary CP in a 
wheat, sorghum and soy-
bean meal-based diet neg-
atively affected growth 
performance of broilers. 

This was characterised 
by lower feed intake, 
lower weight gain, higher 
feed conversion ratio and 
higher abdominal fat pad, 
even if low CP diets were 

supplemented with crys-
talline AA.

Thus, performance loss 
in broilers fed low CP 
diets may not be fully 
recovered by supplemen-
tation of essential AA and 
glycine. 

Sugarcane bagasse 
at 20g/kg in both nor-
mal and low CP diets 
decreased FCR and in-
creased weight gain and 
relative gizzard weight of 
birds. 

The performance loss in 
broilers associated with 
20g/kg reduction in di-
etary CP can be fully re-
stored for FCR and partly 
restored for body weight 
by including bagasse in 
the diets.

For the full publication, 
visit agrifutures.com.au/
wt 

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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http://agrifutures.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/21-158.pdf


National Poultry Newspaper, December 2022 – Page 9www.poultrynews.com.au

Contact your local Alltech Lienert representative today to learn more about 
Mycosorb® A+ and our full suite of Mycotoxin Management tools.

Supports animal 
immunity

Optimises animal 
performance

Broad - spectrum 
support against 

mycotoxins 

Contributes to a healthy 
gut environment in the 

animal

knowmycotoxins.com

Leaders in our field. 
Proven results in yours.

@AlltechAlltechLienertAlltechlienert.com.au

http://www.poultrynews.com.au


Page 10 – National Poultry Newspaper, December 2022 www.poultrynews.com.au

THE Independent Poul-
try Welfare Panel com-
missioned by all Agri-
culture Ministers in 2019 
has completed its work 
on developing new Aus-
tralian Animal Welfare 
Standards and Guidelines 

for Poultry – the poultry 
standards.

This follows an exten-
sive process of stakeholder 
consultation, and the con-
sideration of contemporary 
animal welfare science and 
community expectations.

The Commonwealth, 
states and territories have 
worked together to agree to 
release the poultry stand-
ards, with each state and 
territory considering im-
plementation options dur-
ing 2022, with further dis-
cussions by all Ministers in 
early 2023.

The poultry standards are 
one of a suite of Australian 
Animal Welfare Standards 
and Guidelines that aim to 
harmonise national animal 
welfare legislation, provid-
ing clarity and consistency 
to industry, consumers and 
trading partners.

Standards are the animal 
welfare requirements that 
will be put into effect in 
state and territory legisla-
tion and must be met under 
law for farm animal wel-
fare purposes. 

Guidelines are voluntary 
and are recommended 
practices to achieve desir-
able animal welfare out-
comes.

Downloads
The Australian Animal 

Welfare Standards and 
Guidelines for Poultry can 
be downloaded from agri 
culture.gov.au/sites/default/
files/documents/poultry-
standards-guidelines-2022.
pdf

The Decision Regulation 
Impact Statement can be 
downloaded from agricul 
ture.gov.au/sites/default/
files/documents/decision-
regulation-impact-state-
ment-poultry.pdf

The Addendum to the 
DRIS can be downloaded 
from agriculture.gov.au/
sites/default /f iles/docu 
ments/attachment-e-poul 
try-dris-addendum.pdf

If you have difficulty ac-
cessing these files, visit 
agriculture.gov.au/about/
commitment/accessibility 
for assistance.

The Australian Animal 
Welfare Standards and 
Guidelines for Poultry 
should be read alongside 

the Decision Regulation 
Impact Statement. 

The DRIS considers the 
impacts of the poultry 
standards on businesses, 
individuals, governments 
and the public. 

The DRIS can also be 
found on the Office of Best 
Practice Regulation web-
site – obpr.pmc.gov.au/
Improvements to poultry 
welfare in Australia

The most significant 
improvements to poultry 
welfare in the standards 
and guidelines made by 
the independent panel in-
clude:

• A phase-out of conven-
tional layer hen ‘cages’ 
over 10 to 15 years – at the 
latest by 2036 – depend-
ing on the age of current 
infrastructure

• A requirement to pro-
vide environmental en-
richment for meat chicken 
breeders

• Changes to the mini-
mum light intensity and 

required periods of dark-
ness, ventilation and tem-
perature parameters for 
all species

• A requirement to pro-
vide breeder ducks with 
access to bathing and 
dunking water.

The Australian Animal 
Welfare Standards and 
Guidelines for Poultry re-
places the now outdated 
Model Codes of Practice, 
which were voluntary.
The Regulation Impact 
Statement and adden-
dum

In accordance with 
Council of Australian 
Governments guidelines, 
a formal Decision Regula-
tion Impact Statement was 
produced by an economic 
consultant. 

The DRIS considers the 
financial and regulatory 
impacts of four policy op-
tions, centred around adop-
tion of the standards. 

These options represent a 
refinement to those origi-

nally presented in the 2017 
Consultation Regulation 
Impact Statement and re-
flect the decisions of the 
panel.

A supporting addendum 
was also developed to ad-
dress feedback provided 
back to the economic con-
sultant.
Independent panel

The poultry standards 
were developed by the In-
dependent Poultry Welfare 
Panel – commissioned by 
Agriculture Ministers from 
all jurisdictions in October 
2019.

The panel completed its 
work in late 2021, which 
followed an extensive stake-
holder engagement process 
that attracted significant 
public interest and included 
input from a Stakeholder 
Advisory Group.

For further information, 
visit agriculture.gov.au/ag 
riculture-land/animal/wel 
fare/standards-guidelines/
poultry 
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Gary Sansom Scholarship 
applications close Dec 12
ARE you a postgradu-
ate student interested 
in making a real dif-
ference in the Aus-
tralian chicken meat 
industry?

The Gary Sansom 
Scholarship aims to 
foster career pathways 
into the Australian 
chicken meat indus-
try while supporting 
industry research rel-
evant to AgriFutures 
Chicken Meat Program 
priorities.

This scholarship was 
established in honour 
of the late AgriFutures 
Chicken Meat Adviso-
ry Panel chair and Aus-
tralian Chicken Meat 
Federation president 
Gary Sansom, who was 
a great leader of the 
chicken meat industry. 

Mr Sansom was a 
long-standing support-
er of programs encour-
aging new people into 
the chicken meat in-
dustry and championed 
several communication 
and training initiatives 
vital to the industry. 

This scholarship in 
his honour aims to do 
just that, encourage 
new people into the 
chicken meat industry 
and support them to 
build a thriving career 
in the industry.

Postgraduate students 
enrolled in Australian 
universities who are in-
terested in conducting 
industry relevant re-
search are encouraged 
to apply.

Successful recipients 

will receive the follow-
ing support and oppor-
tunities:

• Up to $35,000 for 
living expenses while 
undertaking a research 
project

• Attendance at poul-
try industry confer-
ences and inclusion in 
Poultry Hub activities

• An industry super-
visor coordinated by 
AgriFutures Australia 
who will provide ca-
reer pathway support 
and insights into the 
industry

• Career pathway as-
sistance post-scholar-
ship and studies.

To be eligible, ap-
plicants must be an 
Australian citizen or 
resident, enrolled or 
eligible to enrol at an 
Australian University 
undertaking postgradu-
ate study, be willing 
to have a member of 
the Australian chicken 
meat industry as a su-
pervisor and have the 
desire to contribute to 
the Australian chicken 
meat industry in the 
long term.

Applications close 
Monday December 12, 
2022 at midnight Aus-
tralia eastern daylight 
savings time.

Applicants are en-
couraged to read the 
Gary Sansom Scholar-
ship terms and condi-
tions before applying.

For more information, 
visit agrifutures.com.
au/people-leadership/
s chola r sh ip s /ga r y-
sansom-scholarship/ 

The late AgriFutures Chicken Meat Advisory 
Panel chair and ACMF president Gary Sansom.

The poultry standards follow an extensive process of 
stakeholder consultation and consideration of contem-
porary animal welfare science and community expec-
tations. Photo: Wolfgang Mennel

Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines for Poultry
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BIOSECURITY Queens-
land is reminding 
Queenslanders who keep 
birds to have good bios-
ecurity measures in place 
as highly pathogenic avi-
an influenza continues to 
spread overseas.

In 2020 and 2021, more 
than 60 countries were af-
fected by HPAI, with loss-
es of close to 60 million 
poultry reported. 

More recently, substantial 
wild bird mortality events 
have been recorded abroad, 
including several globally 
threatened species.

While the overall risk of 
HPAI being introduced to 
Australia through migra-
tory birds’ annual flight 
paths has been considered 
low, the current global situ-
ation means the risk is now 
considered higher.

Australia is free from 
HPAI and we want to keep 
it that way. 

An outbreak could have 
serious social and econom-
ic impacts.

It is important for anyone 
with birds to look, report 
and protect.
Look

Look for and know the 

signs of emergency animal 
diseases such as avian in-
fluenza.
Report

Report suspected cases of 
emergency animal disease 
to your veterinarian and 
the Emergency Animal 
Disease Watch Hotline on 
1800 675 888.
Protect

Protect your birds and 
your livelihood. 

Have a biosecurity man-
agement plan in place and 
ensure it is being followed 
by everyone who visits 
your property, even if you 
have backyard chooks.
About avian influenza

Avian influenza is a viral 
disease of birds. 

There are many strains of 
avian influenza virus that 
can cause disease of differ-
ent severity. 

These range from low 
pathogenicity – or mild – to 
highly pathogenic strains 
associated with severe dis-
ease and high mortality.

Chickens, ducks, geese, 
turkeys, guinea fowl and 
quail are some of the 
more than 140 species that 
are susceptible to avian 
influenza virus infection. 

Many species of wild 
birds including waterfowl 
and seabirds can also carry 
the virus and are consid-
ered reservoirs – or hosts – 
for avian influenza viruses.

Spread from wild birds 
to domestic birds occurs 
by either direct contact 
with infected wild birds 
or through indirect contact 
such as pasture, water and 
feed that have been con-
taminated by infected wild 
birds.

Birds with avian influ-

enza may display the fol-
lowing signs:

• Sudden death
• Depression
• Difficulty breathing
• Coughing, sneezing, rat-

tling lung sounds
• Swelling and purple 

discolouration of the head, 
comb, wattles and neck

• Decreased egg produc-
tion

• Reduced appetite and 
water intake

• Ruffled feathers
• Closed eyes

• Diarrhoea.
Any suspicion of this dis-

ease must be reported as a 
priority.

If you suspect avian 
influenza in birds, you 
should notify your veteri-
narian and the Emergency 
Animal Disease Watch 
Hotline on 1800 675 888 
immediately.

Veterinarians can submit 
bird samples to the Biose-
curity Sciences Laboratory 
for avian influenza virus 
testing. 

Distributed by
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Global outlook reinforces need for AI vigilance

Hemorrhagic skin visible on the feet of a chicken with 
avian influenza. Photos: Dr David E Swayne

Hemorrhagic skin visible on the unfeathered head 
regions of a chicken with avian influenza.
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SOLUTION.

Solutions range of animal nutrition solutions,

FOR A NATURAL

  
       

Visit our website to learn more about the BEC Feed

IT’S TIME

or call us on 1300 884 593.

NPN would like to 
thank all producers,

advertisers and contributors
for their support in 2022.

We also wish everyone 
a safe and merry Christmas 

and happy New Year.
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If we have good quality going in, we get good quality going out.

Hatchery details are key to 
maximising chick performance
A BACK to basics ap-
proach toward manag-
ing, handling and stor-
ing eggs can help max-
imise the quality and 
hatchability of chicks 
being produced for 
broiler flocks. 

According to Scott 
Martin, an independent 
poultry consultant spe-
cialising in hatcheries, it 
can be tempting to set 
every egg delivered to a 
hatchery.

But if bird performance 
and farm profitability 
are to be optimised, staff 
need to make sure that 
only the best eggs make 
it to the hatcher – even if 
that means rejecting more 
eggs than they’re used to.

“We need to remember 
we’re in the meat-produc-
tion business not the egg 
business, and we need to 
produce the best quality 
chick we can for the cus-
tomer,” Mr Martin said 
at an American College 
of Poultry Veterinarians 
workshop.

To maximise perfor-
mance, he said produc-
ers need to go back to 
basics and look at practi-
cal measures that enable 
consistent chick produc-
tion – starting with egg 
collection and storage.

While daily delivery to 
the hatchery offers the 
highest level of chick 
consistency, most opera-
tions collect and deliver 
eggs to the hatcher twice 
a week, operating on a 
three or four-day pick up, 
he said.

That means farms need 
to be able to store eggs 
properly, ensuring a grad-
ual cool-down of the eggs 
once they are laid and 
proper ventilation to re-
duce condensation build-
up.

“Storage duration, tem-
perature and relative hu-
midity will all affect the 
hatch,” Mr Martin said. 

At lay, the egg’s temper-
ature is about 50C and it 
should slowly come down 
to a final resting tempera-
ture of 20C.

“Allowing it to fluctuate 
at any time can cause em-
bryonic mortality in the 
first week of incubation,” 
he said.

Similarly, storing eggs 
for too long will also 
impact hatchability, with 
batches stored for longer 
than six days likely to see 
reduced hatching rates.
Egg flows

Monitoring tempera-
tures during transporta-
tion is another important 
factor, as eggs should not 
be warmed prematurely 
before they reach the 
hatcher, Mr Martin said.

“Typically, delivery 
trucks are refrigerated, 
but doors can be left open 
during collection and 
drop-offs – we’re taking 
chances on fluctuating 
temperatures. 

A plastic curtain at the 
back of the van can retain 
temperatures and keep 
things consistent, he said.

On arrival at the hatch-
ery, eggs should ideally 
be transferred to a tem-
perature-controlled egg 

holding room. 
If they are delivered to 

an unventilated receiv-
ing room, they should be 
moved out of it as quickly 
as possible and never left 
there overnight.

When it comes to set-
ting the eggs, pre-warm-
ing rooms should have 
good ventilation to allow 
air to circulate.

“Often people will leave 
eggs outside the hallway 
in front of incubators, and 
that’s fine if that’s all you 
have,” he said. 

“But regardless of 
where the eggs are pre-
warmed, we need circu-
lation… and we need to 
keep the temperature cor-
rect.”
Checking egg quality

Another important fac-
tor in egg management 
is the age of the flock, as 
shell density, egg size and 
hatchability can reduce 
as bird fertility drops.

“We need to be espe-
cially careful with older-
flock eggs, as we typi-
cally get more rotten eggs 
due to thinner shells and 
larger pores,” Mr Martin 
said. 

“Transfer eggs from 
older flocks last, prevent 
them from sweating and 
don’t set ones that are 
dirty.”

While many hatcheries 
carry out rigorous egg 
assessments, failure to 
check batches for hair-
line cracks, round eggs 
or dirty eggs can lead 
to serious problems in 
hatchability.

“I’ve heard lots of peo-

ple say dirty or blood-
stained eggs will be fine, 
but you don’t want to 
take the chance of setting 
them,” he said. 

“If you set them, you 
know the consequence – 
you won’t get the same 
quality.”

Similarly with floor 
eggs, there’s no way to 
be certain that eggs are 
not contaminated – even 
if they’ve been rinsed off.

“People might say they 
marked the dirty eggs 
and set them at the bot-
tom, but they could be 
contaminated, and if 
they explode, the bacte-
ria spreads through the 
incubator.

“Some people even 
have a separate incuba-
tor for dirty eggs, but we 
really should be fixing 
problems at the root, not 
making concessions and 
changing hatchery proce-
dures because of them.”

Ultimately, Mr Martin 
said it’s important egg 
producers and hatchery 
facilities do the best they 
can with the tools they 
have and avoid compla-
cency when it comes to 
monitoring quality.

“We would like to set 
every egg we produce, 
but that doesn’t always 
bring the best outcome,” 
he said.

“We need to realise if 
we have good quality go-
ing in, we get good qual-
ity going out. 

“But you can’t take 
a bad egg and make it 
good.” 
Poultry Health Today

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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