
MERRY Christmas to 
you all. 

The mad rush to the 
end of the year is upon 
us and I can definitely 
say that I am looking 
forward to a break, and 
I am also looking for-
ward to 2022. 

I have had the op-
portunity this month to 
travel to Canberra to 
take part in the first 
session of the Austral-
ian Rural Leadership 
Program. 

It was great to get out 
and meet the other rural 
leaders that are part of 
cohort 28. 

While we were only 
able to meet one third of 
the cohort face-to-face 
due to COVID border 
restrictions, it was great 
to be able to have in 
person conversations. 

The program has so 
far delivered on chal-
lenging me to think 
about my leadership 
style and behaviours 
and I am confident that 
I will be able to apply 

these learnings for the 
benefit of the industry. 

A huge shout out to 
AgriFutures for spon-
soring me to be part of 
this exciting experience.

The Poultry Hub Aus-
tralia team has been 
busy working to ensure 
the new research pro-
jects are all signed off 
and ready to go in the 
new year. 

The five successful 
projects will share in 
over $500,000 and were 
selected after a rigorous 
process and review by 
our industry committee. 

Each project is re-
quired to have a direct 

industry collaboration 
and to demonstrate how 
the project will have an 
impact on the poultry 
industry in future. 

I would like to take 
this opportunity to con-
gratulate the successful 
researchers and also to 
encourage others to ap-
ply for future funding. 

It’s also a great time 
of year while thinking 
of new research ideas, 
to apply for our Re-
searcher in Industry 
Program. 

This program enables 
researchers to test their 
ideas directly with in-
dustry by immersing 
themselves on farm or 
in a poultry business. 

Check out our website 
poultryhub.org or con-
tact us for more infor-
mation.

I hope you are all safe 
and well and encour-
age you to reach out 
– we are always look-
ing for ways to support 
industry and farmers 
and would welcome any 
suggestions of how we 
can be of assistance. 

If you have an idea or 
would like to chat all 
things poultry, contact 
our office poultryhub@
une.edu.au 
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to all our valued customers from the Stockyard Industries team

Merry Christmas & a happy New Year

Myles Henderson
0437 859 421

Joe Oliveira
0437 322 446

Steve Clohesy
0427 733 141

www.stockyardindustries.com

If you defrost chicken meat at room temperature and 
then refreeze it, you’ll be storing any bacteria that may 
have multiplied during thawing and these can start 
growing again next time you defrost it.

FOOD Safety Week 
was the perfect time 
to answer the most 
common question that 
brings people to the 
Australian Chicken 
Meat Federation web-
site – “Is it safe to re-
freeze chicken?”

ACMF executive di-
rector Dr Vivien Kite 
sets the record straight. 

“Yes, you can refreeze 
chicken,” Dr Kite said.

“Just make sure it was 
properly defrosted in the 
fridge in the first place, 
and that it hasn’t been 
longer than 24 hours 
since you defrosted it.” 

New research conduct-
ed by the Food Safety 
Information Council has 
revealed that 76 percent 
of Australians have got 
this fact wrong, incor-
rectly thinking that 
it’s not safe to refreeze 
chicken that has been 
defrosted in the fridge. 

The myth is more com-
mon among older Aus-
tralians, with 88 percent 
of those over 65 think-
ing the practice is un-
safe, compared with 58 

percent of 18 to 24-year-
olds.

“The myth that it is not 
safe to refreeze chicken 
meat that has been de-
frosted in the fridge is a 
mix between two issues 
– quality and safety,” Dr 
Kite said.

“While it is safe to put 
chicken that has been 
defrosted below 5C back 
into the freezer, the 
quality of the meat may 
deteriorate after thawing 
and refreezing. 

“The reduction in qual-
ity can be caused by sev-
eral things, such as the 
formation of ice crystals 
in the cells of the meat 
that can break it down 
so that it no longer looks 
as good as it did when it 
was bought. 

“This affects the look 
of the chicken meat 
much more than the 
taste, and definitely 
does not affect the safe-
ty of the chicken, so the 
good news is that you 
don’t have to waste it – 
it’s still fine to cook for 
dinner.”

Confusion over 
refreezing chooks

Cohort 28 of the Australian Rural Leadership Program in Canberra for the conclusion of session one.

* continued P2

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

The five successful projects sharing over $500,000 were selected after a rigor-
ous process and review by the industry committee.
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How to supply event details: Send all 
details to National Poultry Newspaper, PO 
Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178, call 07 3286 
1833 or email: design@collins.media

2022

JAN 18-20 – VICTAM and Animal 

Health and Nutrition 2022, Thailand, 

www.victamasia.com

JAN 25-27 – International Production 

& Processing Expo, Atlanta US, www.

ippexpo.org

MAR 30 - APR 1 – 7th International 

Conference on Poultry Intestinal 

Health, Columbia, www.ihsig.com 

MAY 10-11 – British Pig & Poultry Fair, 

Stoneleigh UK, pigandpoultry.org.uk

MAY 15-17 – Poultry Information 

Exchange and Australasian Milling 

Conference (PIX/AMC), www.pixamc.

com.au

MAY 31 - JUN 2 – VIV Europe 2022, 

Netherlands, viveurope.nl

NOV 8-10 – European Symposium on 

Poultry Genetics, Hannover Germany, 

www.espg2022.org

All producers are encouraged  
to send in letters to be published in  

NPN, outlining any concerns  
or issues they may have with  

the industry. 

This is an open forum where you  
can cover any topic, whether for  

or against an issue.

Please send your letters to:  
editorial@collins.media or  

PO Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178

HAVE YOUR SAY!

TWO Australians who 
have made significant 
contributions to egg 
production have been 
awarded the inaugural 
Egg Farmers of Austral-
ia industry recognition 
awards.

The winners were:
• Queensland poultry 

vet Dr Jodi Courtice was 
named the Egg Farmers 
of Australia Young Egg 
Industry Achiever of the 
Year.

• NSW egg farming 
stalwart Franko Pirovic 
received the Egg Farm-
ers of Australia Industry 
Leader Excellence Award 
for service to the egg in-
dustry.

The two awards were 
announced at the Egg 
Farmers of Australia An-
nual General Meeting on 
November 9.

Aussie egg farmers and 
the people they employ – 
farm staff, hatchery crews 
and vets – all work very 
hard to maintain a con-
sistent and clean supply of 
fresh eggs for Australian 
families.

The awards aim to rec-
ognise this work.

Commercial egg farm-
ers produce 17.9 million 
eggs daily for domestic 
consumption in Australia.

Dr Jodi Courtice is an 
egg industry veterinar-
ian employed by McLean 
Farms at Pittsworth in 
Queensland. 

Her skills address health 
and production issues of 
more than a million hens 
across cage, barn and free 
range systems.

Dr Courtice has been 
a key contributor in pio-
neering the world’s first 
successful spotty liver 

vaccine, including over-
seeing the commercial 
application of trials that 
are currently in their final 
stages.

Franko Pirovic is the 
managing director of 
Pirovic Family Farms in 
NSW and has been in-
volved in producing eggs 
for more than 56 years. 

Under his leadership, 
Pirovic has grown into a 
national business and Mr 
Pirovic designed and built 
the farms’ state-of-the-art 
egg packing facilities. 

Significantly, Mr 
Pirovic makes time to en-
gage with other egg farm-
ers across Australia on 
important agri-political 
issues. 

In 2015, when uncer-
tainty gripped the free-
range egg industry and 
threatened to cripple fam-
ily farms, he led a cam-

paign to fight for farmers 
through a nationally coor-
dinated approach. 

Many of his egg indus-
try peers comment that 
a great debt of gratitude 
is owed to Mr Pirovic 
for his leadership on that 
issue. 

They also mentioned 
that without him, Egg 
Farmers of Australia 
would not exist as a lobby 
group in its current form.

Ten finalists from West-
ern Australia, South Aus-
tralia, NSW, Queensland 
and Victoria were short 
listed for both awards – 
judged by Peter Bedwell 
of Poultry Digest and 
Rowan McMonnies from 
Australian Eggs. 

We look forward to 
next year’s awards and 
seeing the great work of 
our farmers and industry 
associates recognised. 

Egg industry awards announced

by MELINDA HASHIMOTO
CEO

Australians 
confused about 
refreezing chooks

Dr Jodi Courtice of McLean Farms in Queensland. Franko Pirovic from Pirovic Family Farms in NSW.

When defrosting 
chicken meat, it is very 
important that it is de-
frosted in the fridge 
below 5C, and it is 
best to store defrost-
ing meat on the lowest 
shelf in the fridge. 

“If you defrost your 
chicken meat on the 
kitchen bench and then 
refreeze it, you’ll be 
storing any bacteria 
that may have multi-
plied during thawing at 
room temperature and 
these can start growing 
again next time you de-
frost it!” Dr Kite said.

“And the more bac-
teria that are present, 
the greater the risk 
that someone might 
get sick. “Thorough 
cooking will destroy 
the bacteria though, 
so it is important to 
always ensure that 
chicken meat is cooked 
through, and that raw 
meat doesn’t come into 

contact with anything 
already cooked or any-
thing that will be eaten 
raw, such as your salad 
ingredients.”

Concerningly, 67 per-
cent of 18 to 24-year-
olds think it is fine to 
refreeze chicken that 
has been defrosted on 
the bench.

The good news is 
that 83 percent of re-
spondents to the FSIC 
survey correctly un-
derstood that chicken 
shouldn’t be refrozen 
if it’s been defrosted 
on the benchtop. 

And 93 percent of re-
spondents over 65 got 
this right.

For more chicken 
and food safety advice, 
visit the ACMF and 
Food Safety Informa-
tion Council websites. 

Visit facts.chicken.
org.au for more myth-
busting about chicken 
meat production in 
Australia. 

* from P1
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Mycosorb® A+. Protect your birds 
from the dangers of mycotoxins.

Mycotoxins impact animal health and your profits. Mycosorb® A+ aids in the management of 
adverse effects that may result from mycotoxin contaminants which could be present in stock feeds. 
The unique technology behind Mycosorb® A+ can help you fight the threat of mycotoxins in your 
birds’ feed. 

Choose the best protection and keep your birds and your profits healthy with Mycosorb® A+ and 
Alltech Lienert.

For more information on the threat from mycotoxins visit 
alltechlienert.com.au/our-solutions/mycotoxin-management/ 
or call a member of our On Farm Team on 1800 649 231. 

Animals are your business. Protecting them is ours. @AlltechAlltechLienertAlltechlienert.com.au
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Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

WITH eggs from caged 
hens likely to be phased 
out in Australia by 2036, 
despite some industry 
and NSW state govern-
ment opposition, that’s at 
least good news for those 
hens that will be doing 
their thing then, but un-
comfortable news for 
those hard at it right now.

The space each such hen 
endures can be less than 
the size of an A4 piece of 
paper... ouch!

On top of that, she can’t 
really stretch, flap her 
wings or access a nesting 
area to lay her eggs – let 
alone experience the luxury 
of a nice natural dust bath.

She can do none of these 

things in what is nothing 
short of a boring barren 
battery cage.

The Federal Government 
was effectively forced to 
table proposed new stand-
ards for poultry welfare in 
parliament, with the draft 
standards written by an in-
dependent panel that rec-
ommended traditional bat-
tery cages be phased out 
between 2032 and 2036.

Unsurprisingly, animal 
welfare groups criticised 
the plan for being too slow, 
while the industry pushed 
for a longer phase-out until 
2046.

Australia has been some-
thing of an outlier when 
it comes to hen welfare, 
with 30 of 36 Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation 
and Development nations 
having either phased out 
battery cages already or 
are in the process of get-
ting rid of them.

In the UK, food industry 
giants including Nestlé, 
Nando’s and Greggs have 
endorsed a bill to end cag-
es for egg-laying hens in 
that country. 

Their intervention 
marked the first time UK 
corporations have spoken 
out about the use of cages 
in egg production.

The bill, which passed its 
first reading in the House 
of Commons in Septem-
ber, is at the heart of a 
campaign headed by the 
Humane League and the 
Conservative Animal Wel-
fare Foundation.

Switzerland, Luxem-

bourg and Austria have al-
ready banned the caging of 
hens, while bans are com-
ing in Germany, Belgium, 
Czechia and Slovakia.

Seven states in the US 
have phased out cage-egg 
production and the Euro-
pean Union has resolved 
to end the use of cages by 
2027.

According to the Hu-
mane League UK, as 
many as 16 million chick-
ens are in cages across the 
region, despite 76 percent 
of consumers considering 
the banning of cages to be 
a priority issue.

All major UK food com-
panies have committed to 
cage-free supply chains by 
2025.

University of Mel-
bourne animal law and 
policy expert Christine 
Parker has said the fail-
ure to get rid of battery 
cages was threatening 
Australia's trade deals 
with the UK and EU, 
which have higher animal 
welfare standards.

“Any products entering 
the EU have to meet the 
higher animal welfare 
standards that the EU has 
and in particular battery 
cages and the UK is do-
ing the same thing,” Pro-
fessor Parker said.

“We need to have that 
as a minimum standard to 
support these trade deals, 
otherwise those opportu-
nities could be lost.”

According to Australian 
Eggs, a member owned 
not-for-profit providing 
marketing and research 
and development services 
for the benefit of Austral-
ian egg farmers, Austral-
ians consume more than 
17 million eggs daily. 

Here’s what their web-
site has to say on the 
subject of cage eggs:

Consumer demand for 
free range eggs has risen 
over the past 10 years, 
however cage eggs re-
main an important and 
affordable option for 
many Australians. 

Without them, there just 
won't be enough eggs to 
go around.

With more than $0.5 
billion invested over the 
past 10 years to improve 
cage egg standards, Aus-
tralia's current cage egg 
farms are a healthier and 
happier place for hens.

Cage eggs make up 40 
percent of supermarket 
egg purchases in Austral-
ia and are produced from 
hens that are housed in 
cages inside large cli-
mate-controlled sheds. 

Cage egg farming be-
gan about 50 years ago 
in response to the fast-
growing demand for eggs 
and the need to lower the 
unacceptably high dis-
ease and mortality rates 
in free range hens. 

Moving hens indoors 
not only protected them 
from the elements and 
potential predators but 
also parasites and dis-
ease-causing pathogens 
such as avian influenza.

I’m thinking that 50 
years on from the in-
troduction of caged egg 
farming in Australia, it’s 
time to move on.

And I believe most con-
sumers have already done 
so, with the obvious up-
ward trending popularity 
of free range, barn laid 
and now pasture raised 
eggs evidence of that.

For the egg production 
industry, it understand-
ably always comes down 
to productivity and profit 
and loss.

In other words, there 
needs to be a sustainable 
and profitable differential 
between cost per egg pro-
duced and price per egg 
received.

However, today’s savvy 
consumers are more than 
ever before aware of the 
welfare standards and 
lived experiences ‘hid-
den’ behind the animal 
products they buy.

They want disclosure 
and increasingly are pre-
pared to pay a premium 
for higher declared wel-
fare standards that are 
backed up by believable 
authoritative envoys and 
easily understood mes-
sages. 

Surely caged hens 
have had their day

The variety of free range eggs at supermarkets is improving all the time to match 
changing consumer sentiment. Happy hens living and loving life on pasture.

Cant Comment  
by  

BRENDON CANT

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
http://www.aussiepumps.com.au
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It’s not about  
what came first. 
It’s about what 
comes next.

For over 50 years, Australia’s egg farmers 
have trusted SBA’s quality layers to keep their 
egg supply moving. We’re Australia’s largest 
specialist supplier for a reason: our genetically 
superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old 
chicks and point-of-lay pullets are bred in the 
world’s most advanced facilities. And we are 
still investing in superior biosecurity, logistics 
and genetics to protect the future of our food 
security – and support your farm at every 
stage, from chicken to egg.

With SBA as your production partner, you can 
have confidence in what comes next.

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU

9873 SBA Brand FPC Ad - Egg.indd   1 10/11/17   3:46 pm
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POULTRY Hub Austral-
ia plans to maximise the 
value of research, edu-
cation and training for 
the Australian poultry 
industry.

A few ways we are plan-
ning to do this include:

• Developing education 
programs that foster en-
gagement in the poultry 
industry

• Initiating programs 
that build capacity within 
the Australian poultry in-
dustry

• Building a suite of 
training resources for up-
skilling of people across 
all sectors of the poultry 
industry.

It has been difficult in 
2021 to meet these ob-
jectives but with careful 
consideration and many 
adjustments we were able 
to undertake some activi-
ties.

The education compo-
nent started well this year, 
with classroom visits and 
students coming to the 
University of New Eng-
land for experience days. 

We were able to engage 
students from a wide va-
riety of backgrounds and 
ages. 

During these visits, stu-
dents were able to partici-

pate in hands-on activi-
ties. 

Hopefully in the near 
future we will be able to 
continue this format of 
engagement. 

PHA has been working 
with researchers to cre-
ate a suite of short two 
to three-minute videos to 
show the latest research 
being undertaken. 

Once all the videos are 
finished, everyone will 
be able to gain a quick 
snapshot into the research 
going on within the in-
dustry.

Poultry Hub Australia 
has also recently released 
an app for high school 
students. 

With the Chicken 
Growth Simulator, stu-
dents can see the effects 
of lighting, temperature 
and crude protein on a 
particular age of broiler. 

They can change the 
variable and see what af-
fect it will have on both 
live and carcass weight. 

Students can also see 
the cost of producing that 
particular bird. 

We are hoping this app 
will provide teachers with 
an additional tool that can 
be used to show the ef-

fect of variables and as a 
consequence the cost of a 
broiler. 

And PHA is also work-
ing on a short course. 

The short course is de-
signed for allied poultry 
industries and includes a 
series of modules cover-
ing feed ingredients, feed 
evaluation, animal nutri-
ent requirements, feed 
formulation and issues in 
conducting research used 
in the industry and how 
poultry feeds are formu-
lated. 

At the moment, we are 
working on how to deliver 
the content and are work-
ing towards it being avail-
able early next year. 

PHA had grand plans 
to run various programs 
this year but, due to COV-
ID-19, had to change these 
to suit the situation. 

A ‘meet the media’ 
workshop was run for 
researchers to work with 
journalists to discuss what 
they do and what they are 
looking for in story con-
tent.

Forty-three researchers 
participated, comment-
ing that it was extremely 
worthwhile. 

Travel scholarships were 

awarded but were delayed 
and will hopefully be able 
to be used in early 2022.

The Chook Chat Hack 
was originally conceived 
as a face-to-face event 
that would provide high 
level engagement between 
university students and 
the Australian poultry 
sector. 

With the pandemic, it 
was turned into an online 
event. 

There were 33 competi-
tion participants and the 
event generated eight vid-
eo entries. 

This event was well re-
ceived and will be consid-
ered for the future. 

Poultry Hub Australia is 
excited for the future and 
what it holds as Australia 
slowly starts to re-open.

We want to continue 
with the programs we had 
planned for this year, and 
the following are still in 
the pipeline:

• The researcher train-
ing program developed for 
researchers to undertake 
training that refines skills 
relevant to producing and 
extending research out-
comes for the poultry in-
dustry in Australia

• Undergraduate place-
ment scholarships are one 
to four weeks in duration 
and students participate in 
a work placement within 
the industry

• Undergraduate re-
search scholarships where 
students undertake a 
role in a poultry indus-
try research project that 
is being completed by an 
experienced poultry re-
searcher.

PHA also wants to build 
on the learning materi-
als we have – meeting 
the needs of educators and 
building a suite of inter-
active learning materials 
for all ages to promote 
the Australian poultry in-
dustry. 

We are looking forward 
to 2022 and hoping it 
will be a more ‘normal’ 
year with many events 
planned. 
Carissa Anderson PHA

PHA education and training plans

Poultry Hub Australia plan to develop education programs that foster engagement 
in the poultry industry.

New SBA sales and 
marketing manager
SPECIALISED Breeders 
Australia announced re-
cently that Damien Kelly 
will join the company in 
the position of sales and 
marketing manager. 

Damien will take overall 
responsibility for the sales 
and marketing function at 
SBA from mid-December 
2021.

SBA chief executive of-
ficer Eugene Viljoen said, 
“As SBA embarks on a new 
journey after joining the 
EW Group – driving accel-
erated genetic gains to our 

domestic and international 
customers – it was impor-
tant that we secured a high 
calibre sales and market-
ing professional to fill this 
critical vacancy.”

“We are delighted to wel-
come Damien to our busi-
ness. 

“His vast sales and mar-
keting experience will be 
invaluable as SBA contin-
ues to evolve,” Mr Viljoen 
said.

Damien obtained a Bach-
elor of Business Ag Com-
merce in 2000 and various 
other qualifications. 

In 2005, he joined Lienert 
Australia – now known as 
Alltech Lienert Australia – 
where he held a variety of 
roles across Australia and 
New Zealand, culminating 
in managing southern Aus-
tralian and New Zealand 
monogastric and aquacul-
ture sales. 

He has broad business ex-

perience and has been in-
strumental in working with 
his team and customer base 
to grow long lasting suc-
cessful partnerships.

Regarding his new ap-
pointment Damien said, 
“I’m excited to be joining 
SBA – a company with ac-
cess to the best layer genet-
ics available globally.” 

“I look forward to con-
tributing to the supply of 
high-quality livestock for 
egg farmers across Aus-
tralia. 

“I plan to focus on en-
hancing the customer expe-
rience and interaction with 
SBA. 

“Having the best genetics 
and the best service offer-
ing in Australia will ce-
ment our place as market 
leaders.”

Damien will be based in 
the head office of Special-
ised Breeders Australia lo-
cated in central Victoria. 

Battery cages protest
A PROTEST was held 
outside NSW Parlia-
ment House on Novem-
ber 26 calling on Adam 
Marshall the NSW 
Agriculture Minister 
to support a proposed 
phase out of battery 
cages for hens. 

This comes as recent 
documents revealed Ad-
am Marshall was going 
against the advice of his 
own department and op-
posing new hen welfare 
standards before he had 
even seen them.

Over sixty supporters 
came together to hear 
from Abigail Boyd from 
the NSW Greens, Emma 
Hurst from the Animal 
Justice Party, alongside 

animal welfare groups 
World Animal Protec-
tion, Animals Australia 
and Humane Society 
International Australia 
about the need for indus-
try reform.

World Animal Protec-
tion campaign manager 
Rochelle Flood said, 
“It’s safe to say MP Ad-
am Marshall has been 
left with egg on his face 
after showing his com-
plete lack of genuine 
consideration on this is-
sue, opposing new hen 
welfare standards in 
March, before even see-
ing them.”

“This is as more than 
nine million layer hens 
suffer in battery cages 

every year, with less 
space than an A4 piece 
of paper.

“Right now, the Minis-
ter is blatantly ignoring 
expert advice and putting 
at risk a national process 
for hen welfare reform, 
blindly supporting the 
cage egg industry and a 
cruel and outdated indus-
try practice.

“Our politicians need 
to realise that the public 
don’t want to see layer 
hens in cages.

“NSW has the most 
layer hens of any Aus-
tralian state, and its sup-
port is crucial to ensur-
ing new welfare stand-
ards are adopted,” Ms 
Flood said. 

A few demonstrators dressed as giant chickens to bring attention to the issue.
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GAA improves low crude protein diets
A NOVEL nutritional 
strategy to improve feed 
efficiency and decrease 
abdominal fat pad in 
meat chickens fed low 
crude protein diets was 
presented in Ideas Ex-
change 2021 conference 
by Dr Nishchal Sharma 
from the University of 
New England. 

The presentation high-
lighted the role of guani-
dinoacetic acid and be-
taine in low crude protein 
diets fed to meat chick-
ens. 

Nishchal emphasised 
that only two thirds of the 
daily creatine require-
ments of birds is synthe-
sised endogenously and 
the rest should be sup-
plemented through feed. 

Dietary creatine and its 
endogenous amino acid 
precursors arginine and 
glycine are naturally low 
in low crude protein meat 

chicken diets, as less 
protein meals and more 
crystalline amino acids 
are used. 

GAA is a direct precur-
sor of creatine and can be 
used to replace Arg for 
creatine synthesis. 

The hepatic synthesis of 
creatine from GAA uses 
methyl groups and thus 
supplemental betaine 
with GAA may be useful. 

The project, funded by 
Poultry Hub Australia 
and led by Dr Nishchal 
Sharma at the University 
of New England, inves-
tigated the rate at which 
GAA can spare Arg with 
and without betaine in 
moderately low CP diets.
Methodology

Day-old Ross 308 male 
broilers were assigned to 
nine dietary treatments 
with eight replicates of 
10 birds each. 

The treatments were:

• Normal CP diet (CP 
lowered by 215 g/kg in 
grower and 197 g/kg in 
finisher)

• A low CP (-15 g/kg) 
diet deficient in Arg (low 
CP - Arg)

• A low CP diet suf-
ficient in arginine (low 
CP + Arg)

• A low CP diets with 
GAA, where 0.1 percent 
added l-arginine was 
spared by GAA at 50 per-
cent, 100 percent and 150 
percent with and without 
0.1 percent betaine. 

A common starter diet 
was fed for the first 10 
days post-hatch. 

The treatment diets 
were offered during the 
grower and finisher phas-
es from days 10 to 24 and 
days 25 to 42, respec-
tively. 
Results

The birds offered a low 
CP Arg deficient diet had 

lower weight gain, higher 
FCR, lower breast meat 
yield, lower breast meat 
creatine concentration 
and higher abdominal fat 
pad compared to those 
offered a normal CP diet. 

When Arg was added 
back to the Arg deficient 
diet, growth performance 
and breast meat loss were 
restored. 

When GAA spared Arg 
at 150 percent, growth 
performance and meat 
quality parameters be-
came comparable to Arg 
sufficient low CP and 
normal CP treatments. 

When GAA spared Arg 
at 100 percent and 50 per-
cent, FCR was better than 
the normal CP treatment. 

Breast meat creatine 
concentration was posi-
tively correlated to feed 
efficiency and breast 
meat moisture and nega-
tively correlated to rela-

tive weight of abdominal 
fat and breast meat pH. 

There were no further 
benefits of adding betaine 
with GAA on the param-
eters measured but the 
results with GAA were 
consistent in the presence 
or absence of betaine.

The results highlighted 
the importance of sparing 
dietary Arg with GAA 
in low CP meat chicken 
diets. 

Increased FCR and ab-
dominal fat pad are ma-
jor issues in meat chick-
ens fed low CP diets but 
a partial replacement of 
dietary Arg with GAA 
may help to solve these 
issues. 

Using GAA by the 
method described herein 
may be a nutritional strat-
egy for the successful im-
plementation of low CP 
feeding program for meat 
chickens. 

Figure 1. Linear relationship between breast meat creatine concen-
tration and FCR (d10 to 42) of broilers offered low crude protein 
diets with guanidinoacetic acid and betaine.

Figure 2. Linear relationship between breast meat creatine concentra-
tion and relative weight of abdominal fat at d 42 of broilers offered low 
crude protein diets with guanidinoacetic acid and betaine (P < 0.01).

Funded by Poultry Hub Australia, the project investi-
gated the rate at which GAA can spare Arg with and 
without betaine in moderately low CP diets.

A nutritional strategy to improve feed efficiency and 
decrease abdominal fat pad in meat chickens fed low 
crude protein diets was presented in Ideas Exchange 
2021 conference.
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Evaluation of precision nutrition to 
enhance broiler growth efficiency
CHICKEN meat con-
sumption is increasing 
on a global scale and 
our population is also 
exploding. 

How do we meet this 
demand with less re-
sources than ever before 
and ensure it is environ-
mentally and economi-
cally sustainable?

Precision nutrition is 
the concept of ensuring 
nutrient supply equals 
nutrient demand for an 
animal on a daily basis. 

Meeting the daily nu-
trient requirement re-
moves the under and 
overfeeding of nutri-
ents, which occurs in 
standard feeding re-
gimes of three to five 
diets. 

As an example, the 
predicted and supplied 
nutrient requirement 
are demonstrated for 
digestible lysine and en-
ergy over a four-phase 
production cycle in Fig-
ures 1 and 2.

The over and under-
supply of digestible 
lysine and energy is 
greatest within the first 
half of the production 
cycle, which is particu-
larly important as it is a 
critical time for gut de-
velopment and growth 
of the chick. 

Furthermore, excess 
energy may be stored 
as fat and excess amino 
acids may be deami-
nated – an inefficient 
process – or may be 
used in the hindgut to 
synthesise microbial 
proteins.

Therefore, the aim of 
this project was to de-
termine if precision nu-
trition – that is feeding 
a new diet every day to 
match the daily nutrient 
requirement – improves 
the efficiency of pro-
duction. 

Aside from produc-
tion efficiency (FCR) 
we also looked at fat 
pads, variation of bird 
weights in the pen (co-
efficient of variation 
CV) and digestibility.

The treatments con-
sisted of the following.
Treatment 1

A control four-phase 
feeding program (start-

er, grower, finisher and 
withdrawal diets).
Treatment 2 

A precision nutrition 
program that meets the 
daily nutrient require-
ment by blending en-
ergy and protein dense 
concentrates on a daily 
basis.
Treatment 3

A precision nutrition 
program as above, ex-
cept the blends were 
adjusted based on the 
bird’s actual rather than 
predicted weights.
Treatment 4

A program where 
starter, grower, finisher 
and withdrawal diets 
were blended together 
on a daily basis to as 
closely as possible meet 
the daily nutrient re-
quirement. 

The study ran from 11-
42 days post-hatch with 
10 replicate pens – 12 
birds per pen. 

Birds were weighed in-
dividually on a weekly 
basis to measure the 
variation in weights 
within each pen.

There were no sig-
nificant differences in 
weight gain or feed in-
take. 

Over 11-42 days there 
was no significant dif-
ference in FCR, but 
there was a significant 
difference at 14-21 days 
where the precision nu-
trition program gener-
ated the best FCR – see 
Figure 3. 

This was likely be-
cause of the sudden diet 
change in the control 
treatment from starter to 

grower diets at 14 days. 
This change between 

starter and grower diets 
represents the largest 
jump in nutrient levels 
between dietary phases 
and was happening at 
a crucial time when the 
gut was young and still 
developing. 

Whereas birds offered 
the precision nutrition 
diets were having grad-
ual changes daily and 
therefore were not ex-
periencing the sudden 
change.

There was no signifi-
cant difference in fat 
pad weights, but the ad-
justed precision feeding 
program of Treatment 
4 tended to reduce the 
fat pad. 

This was likely be-
cause this treatment’s 
diet was adjusted based 
on the birds’ actual 
weekly weights, so 
when they grew ahead 
of schedule they were 
moved forward on the 
feeding schedule.

Precision nutrition 
programs also gener-
ated a significantly 
greater body weight at 
42 days, with the ad-
justed precision feeding 
program of Treatment 4 
having the greatest live 
weights – see Figure 4.

Finally, precision 
feeding significantly 
reduced CV to fairly 
large extents at almost 
all time points over the 
study – CV at 42 days 
given in Figure 5.

In conclusion, preci-
sion nutrition improved 
feed efficiency of young 

chicks – possibly due to 
minimising the shock of 
diet change on the gut. 

Additionally, pen CV 
was improved and the 
birds had larger final 
weights. 

Analysis is ongoing 
and we hope to have 
further digestibility re-
sults soon.

We will also be further 
exploring the concept of 
precision nutrition in 
another Poultry Hub tri-
al in 2022, looking into 
the effect of ‘AM/PM 
diets’ or ‘phase feeding’ 
to improve FCR, skel-
etal health and welfare 
parameters of laying 
hens.

Finally, we would like 
to thank Feedworks for 
donating the Feedlogic 
equipment to this pro-
ject and to the Univer-
sity of New England’s 
Precision Poultry Facil-
ity.

This equipment helped 
us to blend energy and 
protein concentrates 
and record intake on a 
daily basis to achieve 
the precision nutrition 
diets. 

We would also like 
to acknowledge Poul-
try Hub Australia for 
funding this project and 
thank them for their on-
going encouragement 
and support.

Click on the QR Code 
to watch the video on 
UNE’s Precision Poul-
try Facility.

For more information, 
contact Dr Moss on 
amoss22@une.edu.au 
Dr Amy Moss

The precision feeding robot donated by Feedworks.

Figure 5: CV at 42 days, where; T1 is the control four-phase feeding program, T2 
is the precision nutrition program, T3 is the precision nutrition program adjusted by 
weekly weights and T4 blends the control diets to as closely meet the daily nutrient 
requirements as possible.

Figure 4: Body weight (g/bird) at 42 days, where; T1 is the control four-phase 
feeding program, T2 is the precision nutrition program, T3 is the precision nutrition 
program adjusted by weekly weights and T4 blends the control diets to as closely 
meet the daily nutrient requirements as possible.

Figure 3: Feed conversion ratio (FCR; g/g) from 14-21 days, where; T1 is the con-
trol four-phase feeding program, T2 is the precision nutrition program, T3 is the 
precision nutrition program adjusted by weekly weights and T4 blends the control 
diets to as closely meet the daily nutrient requirements as possible.

Figure 2: The over and under-supply of dietary nutrient between predicted nutrient 
requirement (thin black line) and supplied nutrient (thick blue line) as demonstrated 
for apparent metabolisable energy (MJ/kg) over a four-phase production cycle.

Figure 1: The over and under-supply of dietary nutrient between predicted nutrient 
requirement (thin black line) and supplied nutrient (thick blue line) as demonstrated 
for digestible lysine level (%) over a four-phase production cycle.

The Feedlogic equipment helped to blend energy and protein concentrates and record intake on a daily basis.
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GRIND YOUR OWN LITTER 
WITH THE MIGHTY GIANT

• Hydraulic tilt tub
• Single operator friendly with remote control
• 25FT swivel conveyor
• Grind a straw bale to 20mm in a minute or less
• Built in the US with all parts available and in 
stock in Australia.
“There is no machine like it on the market. It will grind bales as 

fast as you can load them!” 

Contact Leigh Byron 0418 425 485  
or leigh@valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

www.valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

Rapid on farm diagnostics for poultry 
respiratory disease outbreaks
IN October 2021, Poul-
try Hub Australia facili-
tated a two-day video 
Ideas Exchange confer-
ence and research ideas 
on the development of 
rapid on-farm diagnos-
tics was discussed by 
a group of researchers 
led by Associate Profes-
sor Ali Ghorashi from 
Charles Sturt Univer-
sity.

Respiratory diseases 
are a cause of concern 
for poultry producers 
because outbreaks are 
difficult to contain and 
can cause significant 
economic losses, mak-
ing poultry farming less 
profitable. 

While antibiotics and 
vaccinations are available 
to control these diseases, 
widespread use of antibi-
otics can induce bacteria 
to become resistant to 
antibiotics and vaccines, 
and if available, may fail 
to protect all birds on a 
farm. 

Therefore, strict bios-
ecurity rules are gener-
ally required to control 
respiratory disease out-
breaks on poultry farms. 

Routine surveillance is 
an essential component 
of effective biosecurity 
measures, as they provide 
information on the status 
of the flocks and allow 
producers to implement 
control measures as soon 
as outbreaks are detect-
ed, minimising economic 
losses. 

It is difficult to simply 
look at chicken in a flock 
and say, “Those are the 

birds that are diseased.”
Therefore, surveillance 

of respiratory pathogens 
in poultry farms relies on 
laboratory testing, which 
can be laborious, costly, 
complicated and time 
consuming. 

Trained profession-
als are needed to obtain 
samples, which are then 
transported to highly 
specialised laboratories, 
where skilled profession-
als perform laboratory 
testing and analyses us-
ing costly machines and 
laboratory reagents. 

This makes for a cum-
bersome testing process 
that impedes routine 
surveillance, thereby in-
creasing the risks of dis-
ease outbreaks on Aus-
tralian poultry farms. 

But what if testing for 
respiratory pathogens 
could be done on farm 
without the need for so-
phisticated equipment or 
technical know-how?

Assoc Prof Ali Gho-
rashi said there was al-
ready an abundance of 
evidence in scientific 
literature suggesting 
that this is possible with 
the help of a technique 
known as loop-mediated 
isothermal amplification, 
or LAMP. 

This technique can de-
tect DNA from pathogens 
in a variety of samples 
efficiently and with high 
specificity. 

Moreover, this tech-
nique is cost-effective, 
relying only on samples 
being added to a prefor-
mulated reaction mix in 

a single tube at a constant 
temperature. 

No sophisticated ma-
chine or equipment is 
necessary, which means 
that the test can be imple-
mented on farm, negating 
the need for transporta-
tion, which ultimately af-
fords rapid testing. 

Moreover, the outcome 
of the test is determined 
by simple visual observa-
tion of changing reaction 
colour and does not re-
quire trained personnel, 
cutting down on the cost 
of the test. 

In light of these obvious 
advantages, if LAMP-
based tests can be devel-
oped for common poultry 
respiratory pathogens, 
then high frequency rou-
tine surveillance will be-
come possible and that 
will significantly en-
hance biosecurity meas-
ures on farm. 

The aim of this project 
is to develop on-farm di-
agnostics for pasteurella 
multocida, mycoplasma 
gallisepticum and erysip-

elothrix rhusiopathiae in 
support of LAMP being a 
viable inexpensive, rapid, 
robust, highly specific 
and sensitive on-farm 
alternative to traditional 
laboratory-based diag-
nostics for bacterial res-
piratory disease – which 
also offers opportunities 
of broad disease surveil-
lance and early interven-
tion to reduce disease 
associated losses in the 
poultry industry.

Therefore, Assoc Prof 
Ali Ghorashi and his team 
of Dr Sam Pant from the 
Charles Sturt University 
and Prof Amir Noormo-
hammadi from the Uni-
versity of Melbourne have 
teamed up with industry 
partner Dr Peter Scott 
of Scolexia to develop 
LAMP-based assays for 
respiratory pathogens 
commonly found in Aus-
tralian poultry farms.

The research is being 
funded by Poultry Hub 
Australia and is expected 
to get off the ground ear-
ly 2022. 

A typical LAMP protocol consists of four steps: 1 – Collecting specimens including nasal, ocular, tracheal (swabs), 2 – Preparation of sample 
and DNA extraction, 3 – Amplification of target DNA, 4 – Detection of results through colourimetric reaction.

Collecting swab from ocular secretion.

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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Gorman-Rupp pump solves blockage issue
CENTRAL Agri Group 
is one of Australia’s lead-
ing fully integrated beef 
farming, backgrounding, 
feed lotting and meat 
processing companies. 

Established in 1991, it 
has loyal domestic custom-
ers, supplies to over 50 
exports markets and has 
invested heavily in state-
of-the-art meat processing 
facilities.

However, the Trafalgar 
plant had some issues with 
the wastewater pump. 

Running copies of the 
Gorman-Rupp self-prim-
ing pump on green waste, 
the group were attend-
ing the pump daily to fix 
blockages. 

On occasion, these is-
sues would cause the well 
to overflow, requiring the 
need for outside contrac-
tors to be called in to help 
deal with the inflow into 
the well.

Another processor run-
ning genuine Gorman-
Rupp pumps recommend-
ed they contact Hydro In-
novations.

Hydro Innovations rec-
ommended the existing 
pump be replaced by a 
Gorman-Rupp T3A71S-B 
Super T Series trash pump 
fitted with an ‘Eradicator’ 
solids management sys-
tem, featuring hardened 
internal parts to deal with 
the grit and stringy materi-

als flowing into the well. 
The well had a high load-

ing of grass and so the 
pump was setup to deal 
with this too.

After almost two months 
since the installation, 
Central Agri Group plant 
maintenance supervisor 
Josh could not be happier. 

“The Gorman-Rupp is a 
great pump – far better 
than what we had before,” 
Josh said.

He has not had to attend 
the Gorman-Rupp pump 
at all, as opposed to the 
attendance the previous 
pump required once or 
twice each day.

The savings are quickly 
adding up and Josh has 

now recouped the time to 
work on other projects at 
the plant that he couldn’t 
get to before due to main-
taining the old pump.

Gorman-Rupp self-
priming trash pumps are 
available in sizes from 2” 
through to 10”, with flows 
to 200L per second and 
pressures to 90m. 

The Gordon-Rupp 
pumps are extremely pop-
ular, particularly in diffi-
cult wastewater pumping 
applications in animal 
processing plants across 
Australia.

More information on 
these pumps can be ob-
tained from info@hy 
droinnovations.com.au 

Alisdair Robertson is putting the intellectual property associated with Australian 
Certified Humane to the market, both domestically and overseas.

Alisdair Robertson puts Australian 
Certified Humane on the market
AUSTRALIAN Certified 
Humane is a brand I have 
been developing over the 
past six years. 

The foundation of this 
business has been to pro-
vide full traceability com-
plemented by an independ-
ent third-party auditable 
welfare standard and grass 
fed standard for beef, sheep 
and goat production in 
Australia. 

This standard has been 
developed in Australia for 
Australian conditions.

I have engaged extensive-

ly with industry and pro-
ducers in the development 
of the standards.

I have engaged an inde-
pendent auditor – Andrew 
Little of Livestock Integrity 
Solutions – who has been 
completing on-farm audits 
to date, and who is familiar 
with the standard.

I am now putting the in-
tellectual property associ-
ated with this business to 
the market, both domesti-
cally and overseas.

The main reason for this 
is that I now see the brand 
at a crossroads. 

I have had significant 
interest in the brand from 
both producers, proces-
sors and consumers alike, 
and see the potential for 
the brand to cut through 
all of the false and unveri-
fied claims that are clut-
tering the animal protein 
space. 

There is ever growing 
interest in animal welfare 
claims, and grass fed pro-
tein claims from both the 
primary production in-
dustry and associated in-
dustries, such as finance, 
investment, labour and gov-
ernment. 

As a third-party standard 
that is completely transpar-
ent and sits above industry 
standard, Australian Certi-
fied Humane is in the box 
seat to trump any rival 
claims that are made in this 
space. 

Australian Certified Hu-
mane is also now poised to 
have a sustainability carbon 
neutral measure bolted on 
to the existing standard. 

As largely a 'one man 
show' that has driven this 
brand to its current point, 
I am now offering it to 
the market for parties who 
would see value in the ex-
isting IP that has been de-

veloped to date.
Included in the sale:
• Logos: Australian Cer-

tified Humane (domestic 
and international)

• Domain Name: www.
auscertifiedhumane.com

• Google suite: email ad-
dresses and domain regis-
tration

• Trademarks: Austral-
ian Certified Humane 
(TM1611764), Australian 
Certified Humane Empa-
thy Provenance Peace of 
Mind (TM2079489), Daw-
son Valley Grass Fed Beef 
(TM1701871), Endless 
Summer Queensland Grass 
Fed Beef (TM1898931)

• Audit documents: ACH 
Beef Cattle Rules and 
Standards, ACH Sheep 
Rules and Standards, ACH 
Goat Rules and Standards, 
ACH Beef Farm Manage-
ment Plan Template, ACH 
Application Form, ACH 
Certified Producer - Certif-
icate Template, ACH Cattle 
Grid Purchasing Template

• Three business days 
(24 hours) consultation: On 
brand development, what 
has worked, what has not 
and the journey so far – 
provided by current direc-
tor Alisdair Robertson

• Contact list: of parties 
currently engaged with the 
brand and brand develop-
ment.

Links to some media that 
has appeared around the 
brand:

b e e f c e n t r a l . c o m /
uncategorized/australian-
cerfitified-humane-system-
for-grassfed-beef-launched/

beefcentral.com/news/
a u s t r a l i a n - c e r t i f i e d -
h u m a n e - a p p o i n t s -
independent-certifiers/

I can be contacted 
directly on alisdair@
auscertifiedhumane.com or 
0437 261 067. 

For Sale
via Expressions

of Interest

Logos
Intellectual Property
Documents

Included:

Contact:
alisdair@auscertifiedhumane.com

The new Gorman-Rupp T3A71S-B Super T Series trash pump.

(02) 9898 1800 
sales@HydroInnovations.com.au
www.HydroInnovations.com.au   

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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http://www.auscertifiedhumane.com
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Shed washdown made easy
INNOVATIVE Australi-
an pressure cleaner man-
ufacturer, Aussie Pumps 
had poultry farmers in 
mind when its chief en-
gineer John Hales came 
up with a new concept on 
how to make shed clean-
ing both faster and safer 
for the operator.

The inspiration came 
during a conversation 
with a poultry farmer 
from southern Tasmania 
with a 100m shed.

He explained to Mr 
Hales that he had an Aus-
sie Scud 400 4000psi 
pressure cleaner with 
electric start in Aussie 
Pumps unique stainless-
steel frame.

He had it set up so the 
high-pressure hoses of 
50m each were already 
laid out in each direction 
with the machine sta-
tioned in the centre, being 
a one person operator who 
produces quality birds in 
a super-efficient way.

“We realised that instead 
of having two hoses on the 
ground, we could achieve 
a neater and possibly safer 
workplace by mounting a 
heavy duty stainless-steel 
reel on the machine with 
50m of high-pressure 
hose,” Mr Hales said.  

“We also suggested that 
using a lightweight sewer 
cleaning hose would make 
the job easier and might 
even allow more hose in 
a smaller diameter to be 
fitted on the reel.

“We thought even 80m 
would be possible.”

The company has a 
huge respect for the in-
dustry and understands 
the challenges – not only 
in keeping sheds clean 
but in clearing effluent 

promptly and efficiently.
The Aussie Scud 400 

delivers 13L/min flow 
and the 4000psi makes it 
super-efficient at cleaning 
difficult to move materi-
als.
Enter the Muck Off

Designed by Aussie 
Pumps engineers, this big 
wash and flush kit is a 
mobile 75L/min cleaner 
that delivers 40-bar pres-
sure. 

The heart of the Muck 
Off is a big Udor heavy 
duty diaphragm pump that 
comes with its own inte-
grated unloader, enabling 
the operator to set pres-
sure and even moderate 
flow to get the best pos-
sible results for the job.

Prototypes were heavy 
duty galvanised-steel 
frames powered by ei-
ther Honda 13hp petrol 
engines or 10hp Yanmar 
diesel.

The machines come with 
four big steel wheels with 
13” tyres and are capa-
ble of being easily moved 
around, as the frame is 
part of the family of the 
unique Aussie Scud award 
winning design.

Aussie Pumps Muck Off 
comes as standard with 
30m of high-pressure 
hose but can be fitted with 
up to 50m, depending on 
hose diameter.

“Customers tell us that 
using the Aussie turbo 
gun works well with this 
machine, delivering excel-
lent cleaning power for 
even the toughest jobs,” 
Mr Hales said. 

“We designed this ma-
chine for chicken sheds 
– knowing the challenges 
faced by our poultry in-

dustry as Australia tries 
to expand production to 
meet not only domestic but 
export demands.”

Further information on 
the Aussie poultry shed 
cleaning kit is available 

from Aussie Pumps.
The kit includes turbo 

lances for increased pres-
sure efficiencies and a flat 
surface cleaner to make 
light work of horizontal 
cleaning chores, reducing 

times by up to 80 percent.
A telescopic wand gives 

the operator a reach of 5m.
For details, visit aussie-

pumps.com.au or call your 
local Aussie Pumps dis-
tributor. 

The Aussie Scud 400 4000psi pressure cleaner is super-efficient in tackling tough 
jobs.

Poultry packaging 
demand to grow
DEMAND for meat, 
poultry and seafood 
packaging is forecast 
to increase 3.1 percent 
per year according 
to a food packaging 
study by the Freedonia 
Group.

Continued expansion 
of the case-ready meat, 
poultry and seafood 
segment will drive 
demand for traditional 
packaging items such 
as film, trays, absor-
bent pads and bags.

The importance of 
a longer product shelf 
life will support de-
mand for high-barrier 
film products.

Consumer prefer-
ence for convenience-
oriented products such 
as easy to open, re-
sealable, portable, mi-
crowavable and single-
portion packs will sup-
port gains for products 
such as pouches, cook-
in bags and vacuum 
skin packaging.

The fastest growing 
products in the meat, 
poultry, and seafood 
packaging market in-
clude plastic types 
such as:

• Brick packs – due 
to their leak resist-
ance, transparency 
and transportation 
cost savings stemming 
from their efficient 
cube format

• Chub packaging 
– due to its low cost, 
good freezer protec-
tion, ability to extend 
shelf life and retain 
flavour, and significant 
shipping and material 
cost savings

• Pouches – due to 
their convenience, re-
sealability, ability to 
hold smaller portions 
and good graphics ca-
pabilities

• Vacuum skin pack-
aging – based on its 
ability to maximise 
shelf life, resist leaks, 
reduce material con-
sumption and improve 
presentation.

This study examines 
the US market for food 
packaging, defined as 
primary and second-
ary packaging materi-
als sold to food manu-
facturers, primarily 
for products targeted 
at retail or foodservice 
markets. 

Kym Miller 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Kate Parry 0448 340 619 
kate@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693 
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products.

Delivered on time.

At competitive pricing.

Supported by the best

available technical  

service in animal and  

livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Another myth busted
THE Australian Chicken 
Meat Federation recent-
ly embarked on another 
myth-busting awareness 
campaign. 

Education around food 
safety is one of indus-
try’s top priorities, so the 
ACMF developed a com-
munications campaign 
to answer one of the top 
drivers of visitors to their 
website – the query ‘Can 
you refreeze chicken?’

In a partnership with the 
Food Safety Information 
Council, the ACMF con-
ducted research that asked 
consumers if they knew 
if it was safe to refreeze 
chicken that has been de-
frosted in a fridge, or on a 
benchtop. 

Seventy-six percent of 
respondents indicated that 
they didn’t think it was 
safe to refreeze chicken 
that had been correctly 
defrosted in the fridge.

This statistic formed the 
basis of a media relations 
campaign. 

Stories were picked up 
in Lifehacker, SBS Food, 
2GB, 2UE, various ABC 
radio stations, The Project 
online and more – reach-
ing around 12 million con-
sumers with food safety 
messaging, who hopefully 
now understand that they 
can refreeze their chicken 
and stop food unnecessar-
ily going to waste. 

The Project even came 
up with a little rhyme… 

Thawed in the fridge?

You’re all good fella.
Thawed on the bench? 
Why hello salmonella.
ACMF executive direc-

tor Dr Vivien Kite was 
pleased with the results. 

“This has been one of 
those persistent myths – 
that it is unsafe to refreeze 
chicken that has been de-
frosted in the fridge.” 

“So much so that it’s 
the top search term that 
brings people to the AC-
MF website. 

“Minimising food waste 
is an important objective 
for our entire community, 
so it’s important for us to 
clarify this fact, and Food 
Safety Week provided the 
perfect opportunity to do 
so,” Dr Kite said.

Other facts uncovered in 
the research included:

• 83 percent of Austral-
ians are aware that it is not 
safe to refreeze raw chick-
en that has been defrosted 
on the kitchen bench top

• 93 percent of those 
over 65 know that it’s un-
safe to refreeze chicken 
defrosted on the bench

• Worryingly, 67 per-
cent of 18 to 24-year-
olds thought it was fine 
to refreeze chicken that 
had been defrosted on the 
bench.

The success of this cam-
paign means that a simi-
lar campaign will be run 
around Christmas, this 
time discovering just how 
many Australians wash 
their raw chicken before 
they cook it. 

The media relations campaign story was picked up in Lifehacker, SBS Food, 2GB, 
2UE, various ABC radio stations, The Project online and more – reaching around 
12 million consumers with food safety messaging.

Photo: Sergey Ryzhov
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Major retailers 
back RSPCA

Always read and follow label directions. 
1. Reece, D. Create a “low-fly” zone. Pig & Poulty Marketing, 2014; Sping:18-19.

AgitaTM 100 Plus Fly bait and Paint-On, ElectorTM, LarvadexTM, Elanco and the diagonal bar logo are trademarks of Elanco or its affiliates.  
© 2021 Elanco or its affiliates. PM-AU-21-PM-AU-21-0580

Adult house fly

Pupae

Maggots

Eggs

The Elanco ‘No Fly Zone’ program is an integrated program that  utilises trusted 
solutions from Elanco in combination with sanitary and management practices 
to control adult flies and larvae throughout the season.

Contact your Elanco representative for a  
customised program to suit your business.

Only a small proportion  
of the fly population is visible1

growsolutions.elanco.com 

Protect your farm 
with Elanco  

Target both 
larval and adult 
life stages 
during the 
peak fly season 
using adulticide 
and larvicide 
products 
from Elanco's 
bioprotection 
range.

Scan the QR code to 
watch the video 

Applying Agita 100 Fly 
Spray and Paint-on 

Hang Boards

WELL, I am sure I’m 
not alone when I say 
that we don’t need an-
other year like 2021!

From the impacts of 
COVID-19 on market de-
mands and related price 
inf luences, together 
with uncertainty around 
the introduction of the 
proposed standards and 
guidelines, and the lack 
of available labour across 
the agricultural sector, 
surely 2022 must be the 
turning point.

From a representative 
position, Queensland 
United Egg Producers 
has had its hands full 
in 2021 – assisting our 
industry engage with 
government regulators in 
trying to build support 
and processes to address 
the above issues. 

With critical impacts 
mostly created by COV-
ID came threats around 

increased biosecurity 
risks aligned with the 
outbreaks of avian influ-
enza and salmonella en-
teritidis, which affected 
Victoria and NSW.

Looking forward it ap-
pears that with domestic 
interstate and interna-
tional travel becoming 
more the norm, we should 
see a big improvement in 
COVID-related impacts. 

However, I see the on-
going need for height-

ened COVID interven-
tions and a documented 
COVID Business Health 
Plan until ‘full vaccina-
tions’ reach the 90 per-
cent plus levels and com-
munity transfer is under 
control. 

Any members looking 
for more details on re-
sponse protocols – and 
the interventions to re-
duce the risk of their 
businesses being shut 
down due to positive 

cases in their workforce 
– can contact me.

As for the long-awaited 
standards and guidelines, 
indications are that we 
should see the review and 
recommendations being 
addressed by each state 
hopefully by mid-2022, 
and to provide some cer-
tainty for our industry. 

Our national advocacy 
body Egg Farmers of 
Australia will maintain 
engagement with the 
Federal Minister and ad-
vise industry as the pro-
cess unfolds.

I am pleased with the 
support Queensland 
Farmers Federation has 
provided to our egg in-
dustry by appointing a 
policy officer – Dr Lau-
rie Dowling – in Octo-
ber this year, to assist 
intensive animal indus-
tries address legislative 
impacts and to provide 

a conduit for enhanced 
collaboration with regu-
lators. 

QUEP, along with ex-
ecutives from chicken 
meat and dairy plus pork, 
will provide input to the 
policy officer to ensure 
the support is focussed 
and equitable across the 
intensive group.

On behalf of the QUEP 
Board, our best wishes 
to you and your fami-
lies for a safe and happy 
Christmas with a pros-
perous 2022 ahead.

We are always avail-
able for Queensland egg 
farmers and associated 
industry businesses to 
assist wherever possible 
including QUEP mem-
bership details.

Contact QUEP chief 
executive officer John 
Coward on 0407 622 166 
or john.coward1@gmail.
com 

The year gone and the year ahead

CHICKEN is the 
most popular meat in 
Australia. 

To meet the demand, 
more than 660 million 
birds were farmed in 
2020 alone. 

The good news is 
that year on year more 
farms participate in 
the RSPCA Approved 
Farming Scheme, rais-
ing their birds to its 
higher welfare stand-
ard. 

The significant up-
take of the RSPCA 
Standard by the Aus-
tralian meat chicken 
industry is undoubt-
edly the biggest 
achievement for ani-
mal welfare within the 
scheme. 

In 2020, the scheme 
saw more than 579 
million birds raised to 
the RSPCA detailed 
animal welfare stand-
ard. 

The efforts and 
commitment by meat 
chicken farmers and 
the brands they sup-
ply to raise the bar for 
animal welfare within 
their industry is some-
thing to be proud of.

First released in 
2010, the RSPCA 
Standard for meat 
chickens focusses on 
making sure birds are 
raised in an environ-
ment that meets both 
their physical and be-
havioural needs, such 
as being able to perch, 
scratch, peck and dust 
bathe.

While the major-
ity of meat chicken 
farms participating in 
the scheme are certi-
fied against the indoor 
requirements of the 
RSPCA standard only, 
around 20 percent are 
certified to both the 
indoor and outdoor re-
quirements. 

Chicken from these 
farms can be labelled 
as free range and RSP-
CA Approved. 

Certification for 
these birds has meant 
improvements to the 
quality and appeal of 
the range, such as bet-
ter shade, shelter and 
easier access.

While the RSPCA 
standard goes above 
and beyond what is le-
gally required in Aus-
tralia, the aim is to set 
participating farms on 
a path of continuous 
improvement in ani-
mal welfare. 

Farms and brands 

participating in the 
scheme choose to do 
so because they are 
looking to raise ani-
mal welfare standards, 
and want independent 
third-party certifica-
tion for this.

The driver for the 
uptake of the RSPCA 
Standard was the 
2014 landmark move 
by Coles to become 
the first supermarket 
to source RSPCA Ap-
proved chicken for all 
its own branded fresh 
chicken. 

This move was close-
ly followed by Wool-
worths and launched a 
transformation within 
the industry resulting 
in continual improve-
ments to bird welfare.

Over the years, both 
retailers have expand-
ed their commitment 
to include RSPCA 
Approved chicken as 
an ingredient in other 
products. 

This has meant that 
not only their range of 
frozen products now 
uses chicken from 
farms participating in 
the scheme but also 
chicken used in ready-
made meals, sand-
wiches and soups.

The commitment by 
Coles, Woolworths 
and their suppliers 
to adopt the RSPCA 
Standard means chick-
en farmed to higher 
welfare standards is 
more accessible than 
ever to Australian 
consumers.

Currently Coles of-
fers customers the 
broadest range with 
Coles Chicken, Coles 
Free Range Chicken, 
The Bare Bird as well 
as Coles Slow Hills, 
the first slow-growing 
chicken in the Austral-
ian market, all RSPCA 
Approved.

Woolworths offers 
customers RSPCA 
Approved through 
Woolworths Chicken, 
The Bare Bird and 
The Free Ranger – in 
select stores.

The efforts by Coles 
and Woolworths has 
also led to a steady 
rise in more well-
known brands sourc-
ing RSPCA Approved 
chicken, including Da-
vid Jones and ALDI, 
as well as an increas-
ing number of restau-
rants and food manu-
facturing companies. 

by JOHN COWARD
CEO
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist ser-
vices and facilities in the poultry industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accom-
plish, here’s a group of business cards 
that guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

Judy O’Keeffe  B.Ag.Sci. (Hon)
HEAD NUTRITIONIST

Address: 51 Barmah Street, Mt Eliza, Victoria 3930
Website:  surefeednutrition.com.au
Phone: 0418 191 866
Email: judy@surefeednutrition.com.au

Sure-Feed
POULTRY NUTRITION

Judy O’Keeffe  B.Ag.Sci. (Hon)
HEAD NUTRITIONIST

Address: 51 Barmah Street, Mt Eliza, Victoria 3930
Website:  surefeednutrition.com.au
Phone: 0418 191 866
Email: judy@surefeednutrition.com.au

Technical Systems Australia  PTYLTD

Scotty Miller
DIRECTOR

PO Box 30, Donnybrook QLD 4510
86 Beerburrum-Donnybrook Rd, Donnybrook

Phone: (07) 5429 2028
Mobile: 0424 413 484
Email: scotty@tsa.tech
Web: www.tsa.tech

Equipment You Can Trust
 A Team You Can Rely On

TSA

Juan Diaz (Vic)
Tel: 0429 125 448

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231 
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, South Australia

Regional Sales Representatives 
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Tina Grech (SA)  
Nutritionist
Tel: 0407 608 179

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Kate Parry 0448 340 619

Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693
Graeme Pope 0439 066 006

Greg Heeney
Country Manager

gheeney@zinpro.com 
O 1800 946 776
M 61 428 162 193
F 1800 839 796

Australia
PO Box 1105
Wagga Wagga NSW 2650

Mark Bennett  0427 627 774
Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159
Veterinarian

Steven Black  0437 627 000
Ronnie O’Rorke  0419 648 433

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

Garry Grant T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au

Global-Mark.com.au®
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NATHAN DWYER
Key Account Manager

AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile  +61 (0) 429 127 599
Tel   +61 2  6762 7708
Fax  +61 2  6762 7709
Email  nathan@auspacingredients.com.au

Fabian Barcelo 
0447 444 674

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

José Borsotti
0419 620 310

www.patarker.com.au

Michael Bigeni
Director

8 Robertson Place
Jamisontown NSW 2750

P:     02 4732 5520 
M :  0410 663 005
E :    michael@patarker.com.au
 

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057 
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Bulk Feed Transport and Silo Aeration

Ÿ Cast iron

Ÿ Great prices for Australian 

      Poultry Industries members 

Ÿ 2", 3" & 4" 
      semi trash pumps

Ÿ Big flows

Ÿ ISO 9001

Ÿ Self-priming

Aussie Pumps Poultry Package

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Heavy duty blasters with 
extra flow for fast, effective 
wash-down

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm
2,600 psi
Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi

Ÿ Big Berty triplex pumps

Ÿ Australia’s No 1 
     pressure cleaner manufacturer

Ÿ Engine & electric drive

Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

Ÿ Aussie quality

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Poultry Industries members 

Come clean with Aussie

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au
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■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card

■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH …

Phone  1300 059 003 
Email  info@polytex.net.au 
Web  www.polytex.net.au

•  Fan covers •  Door covers  
•  Brooder/air control curtains 
•  Thermal & blockout blinds  
•  Poultry shade sails 
•  Cool cell covers

The Chicken Grower’s Choice

Phone: 1300 815 888
(+61) 07 3281 3200

Fax: 1300 816 888
(+61) 07 3281 8295

PO Box 95, Ipswich
Queensland Australia 4305

www.santrev.com

enquiries@santrev.com.au

Trina Parker
Country President
Kemin Australia & NZ

Animal Nutrition and Health 
Asia Pacific

office: +02 9844 5700 (AU)
0800 536 466 (NZ)

mobile: +64  274 872524
trina.parker@kemin.com

Associate Professor Peter Groves BVSc MANZCVS PhD
Director Poultry Research Foundation

Faculty of Science
The University of Sydney - Camden Campus
N138 JL Shute Building C01
425 Werombi Road, Brownlow Hill NSW 2570 Australia

+61 2 9351 1612   +61 2 9351 1693 (fax)   +61 418 118 005
peter.groves@sydney.edu.au
sydney.edu.au

BioVet M: 
E:  

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

22882 Treidia B-Card Commercial Pieter.pdf   1   5/03/15 
  9:31 AM

Better outcomes through advanced systems
www.stockyardindustries.com

Steven Clohesy
Mobile: 0427 733 141
Email: steven@stockyardindustries.com

54 King Street, Clifton
Queensland, Australia 4361
Telephone: 07 4697 3344
Facsimile: 07 4697 3532

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 
Western Australia 6162

Ÿ Loads of features

Ÿ Hot Wash & Steam 
  Cleaners to 130°C

Ÿ 4,000 psi

Ÿ 240v & 415v

Ÿ Stainless steel covers

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Poultry Industries members  

Ÿ Aussie quality

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with steam

Distributed by

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019

    Specifically developed for use within poultry sheds, for the 
control of litter beetles and a range of flying and crawling insects

    High performance residual insecticide offering rapid knockdown
    Low dose formulation provides the flexibility of a clean-out and 

maintenance application rate

For more information on Fendona Plus 60 SC, 
visit crop-solutions.basf.com.au or contact your local 
CCD Representative on 1300 791 009

Fendona® Plus 60SC
Insecticide

 

@basfpestcontrolau
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> European quality construction
> Cage free conversions
> Aviaries for free range and cage free houses
> Aviary pullet rearing systems
> Total turn key project solutions available
> Tailored finance available

www.poultryequipment.com

DON’T WING IT!
TRUST A WORLD LEADER IN COMMERCIAL EGG SOLUTIONS.
NOW IN AUSTRALIA.

WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE – TECNO POULTRY EQUIPMENT 
IS A WORLD LEADER IN PROVIDING COMMERCIAL EGG SOLUTIONS. 

Generations of knowledge and experience go into the design and 
manufacture of Tecno Poultry equipment. Technical innovation, European 
materials and quality control ensure a high value product. This provides the 
farmer with the best tools and support to achieve good stock management, 
profitability and growth. 

Tecno offers cutting-edge solutions for commercial egg farmers. Supporting 
the customer throughout the full production cycle. Utilising automated 
feeding, nesting, drinking, egg collection and environment controls.

To find out more contact Gordon Hunter. 
Email: gordon.hunter@agcocorp.com  
Tel: 0476 760 240 

GRAIN & PROTEIN
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