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Goodbye 2020 and hello to a free
Australian feed ingredient database
MERRY Christmas
and a happy new year
to you all.

Renewed enthusiasm for Australian-grown produce this Christmas.

Support Australian producers
when planning Christmas lunch

AS the festive season
draws closer, Australia’s supply of popular
Christmas foods is plentiful, even with disruptions to the food sector
due to the pandemic.

Predictions are for record demand this Christmas as international
travel restrictions keep
Australians at home.
Taking off following the
bushfires and continuing
during the pandemic,
producers hope the buylocal trend will see Australians opt for locally
made goods.
Turkey supply is generally stable around Christmas, given 80-90 percent
of the turkey product sold
in Australia comes from
two large poultry producers, Steggles and Inghams.
South Australian freerange turkey farmer and

president of the Australasian Turkey Federation
John Watson said, “They
always seem to have
plenty of turkeys for the
supermarkets, which they
often appear to sell at
heavily discounted prices
compared to what the few
smaller producers left in
Australia would expect to
receive.”
“Their prices do not
seem to change from one
year to the next.”
However, Mr Watson
said demand for turkeys
sold at butchers has been
higher this year, which he
believes is because consumers are avoiding large
shopping centres due to
the pandemic.
However, if you are trying to source your turkey
from an independent producer this year, it may be
slightly more expensive.

The outbreak of avian
influenza in Victoria has
slowed down poultry
production in that state,
while expensive grain
prices have added to production costs.
“One thing that has become evident is the lack
of producers raising freerange turkeys in numbers
large enough to meet the
increased demand,” Mr
Watson said.
“Smaller producers that
we know have increased
their prices as a necessity
to cover increasing production costs — mainly
the high cost of feed related to last year’s poor
grain harvest.”
Mr Watson advised
placing an order with
your local butcher early
if you plan to source your
poultry from an independent grower.

No doubt we are all
looking to next year
with the hope that a
semblance of normality
will return.
Poultry Hub Australia
is certainly looking forward to the time when
we can once again
travel, share stories and
discuss challenges on
farm.
It has been a very
busy few weeks preparing for the annual shutdown.
The time has been
filled with writing
grants and reports to
support our activities
in 2021, and of course
the odd Christmas get
together!
We have finalised our
last funding round for
the year and we are
excited to see these
projects commence in
early 2021.
This year, PHA has
travelled
virtually
to many parts of the
world.
We have enjoyed
meeting new people
from the comfort of our
own homes and giving presentations at all
hours of the day and
night.
While this year has
been challenging, we
look to the positives
from this year – a record number of funding
and members for PHA,
great science outcomes,
more time with family
and, with less travel, a
healthier environment.
I wish you all the best
for the rest of 2020.
Before closing off for

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

the year, I wanted to
share with you an excellent new resource
– the Australian Feed
Ingredient Database.
Dr Amy Moss from
the University of New
England, a young shining star in the area of
poultry nutrition, has
diligently put the database together.
Nutrient specifications of feed ingredients must be accurately
determined to ensure
diets meet nutritional
requirements, as feed
represents the primary
cost of broiler production.
Australian poultry
nutritionists have expressed concern, as
many nutrient specification databases contained dated information or lacked Australian specific data.
To address this concern, recent Australian
and global feed ingredient data for commonly
used Australian feed
ingredients has been
compiled.
The information will
assist Australian broiler
integrator nutritionists
to achieve more precise
diet formulation and realise improvements in
production efficiency,
reduced safety margins

and feed costs.
Data is reported for
42 ingredients with 102
nutrient specifications
per ingredient.
The mean value, sample numbers, standard
deviations are also reported.
Importantly,
the
standard deviation and
sample number provided mean that the quality and accuracy of the
data can also be determined.
The database – supported by AgriFutures
Chicken Meat – compiles data from a total

of 12 resources, including Adisseo, Ajinomoto, Cootamundra Oil
Seeds, DuPont, Evonik,
Poultry Hub, Novus,
Premier Nutrition and
RCI.
Also acknowledged
are the included open
access sources Feed
Grain
Partnership,
Feedipedia and INR A E - CI R A D -A F Z
feed tables.
The database has now
been launched and is
freely available in PDF
form on the AgriFutures website agrifutures.com.au
A spreadsheet version
may also be downloaded from the Extension
Aus website extension
aus.com.au/chickenme
atrde/feed-database
Questions regarding
the database may be directed to Dr Amy Moss
at amoss22@une.edu.
au

Dr Amy Moss, the scientist behind the Australian
Feed Ingredient Database.

Merry Christmas & a happy New Year
to all our valued customers from the Stockyard Industries team
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Joe Oliveira
0437 322 446
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Poultry Industry
Calendar of Events
2021

Josh Murray is passionate about chickens and is the founder of
Josh’s Rainbow Eggs, which provides tasty free-range eggs.

Poultry farmer Bede Burke from NSW.

EFA work program and accomplishments

FEB 9-10 – Australian Poultry Science

EGG farming injects
$1.8 billion annually into
the nation’s economy.

ernment in relation to
COVID-19 measures and
bushfires
• Attendance at food
Egg Farmers of Australia is the voice of Aus- authority meetings
• Facilitating an annual
tralia’s leading caged,
barn and free range egg briefing to government officials with provision of
farmers.
We take this opportunity the Good Egg Guide
• Advocating to governto provide a summary of
the work undertaken by ment and food authorities
in the remaining states
the Board and staff.
This list demonstrates with egg exemptions
• Coordination of govthe great value our members receive through our ernment officials to discuss state salmonella enorganisation.
United we stand, divided teritidis plans
• Creation of the Egg
we scramble!
Our work in 2019-2020 Farmers of Australia and
Australian Eggs flyer outincludes:
• Development of Egg lining roles of each orFarmers of Australia pol- ganisation and Good Egg
icy positions in relation Guide for government ofto salmonella enteritidis, ficials
• Participation as Livespent hens, and avian influenza cost sharing ar- stock Liaison Industry
officer for avian influrangement
• Engagement on the enza in daily briefings,
industry
Australian Animal Wel- de-briefings,
fare Standards and Guide- meetings and Livestock
lines – providing submis- Liaison Industry officer
sions, engagement with meetings
• Updating of Livestock
the panel both by zoom
Liaison Industry list
and farm visit
• Coordination with
• Advocacy to government in relation to the Australian Eggs on avian
CSIRO
sustainability influenza communication
framework
• Attendance at cross
• Submissions to gov- Consultative Commiternment and Food Stand- tee on Emergency Aniards Australia New Zea- mal Disease and National
land review
Management Group meet19 KAA HP Sal CURB 147 x 210mm (new logo) with 3mm bleed.pdf 1 7/23/2019
• Liaising
with gov- ings

Symposium, University of Sydney,
NSW www.apss2021.com.au
APR 11-13 – Poultry Information
Exchange/Australasian

Milling

Conference (PIX/AMC), Gold Coast,
QLD www.pixamc.com.au
JUN 21-23 – European Symposium on
the Quality of Poultry Meat and XIX
European Symposium on the Quality
of Eggs and Egg Products, Krakow,
Poland www.eggmeat2021.com
AUG 8-12 – World Poultry Congress,
Paris, France www.wpcparis2020.
com
AUG 16-18 – World Poultry Science
Association (WPSA) – Cambridge UK
www.wpsa2020.org

• Stable governance
with mechanisms such
as declaration of interests, staff performance
reviews, board review,
financial procedures and
adherence to the Competition and Consumer Act
2010
• Development of Board
of directors’ induction
material and Egg Farmers
of Australia handbook
• Providing a consolidated list to members of
federal and state governments the relevant codes,
legislation and regulation
impacting an egg farmer
• Dissemination of in-

formation for members’
participation at Egg Farmers of Australia AGM
• Conducted monthly
Egg Farmers of Australia
Board meetings
• Provide information
for publication to National
Poultry News
• Provision of quarterly
newsletters to members
• Provision of quarterly
meetings with state organisations to liaise on state
priorities, upcoming hearings and/or submissions
• Issuing of e-updates
on important information
as required
• Liaising with the gen-

eral public via inquiries
through our website pertaining to biosecurity
• Liaising with Australian Eggs in relation to food
traceability
• Media on egg related
issues
• Undertaking Animal
Health Australia tasks on
behalf of Australian Eggs
• Development in conjunction with Australian
Eggs of the avian influenza farmers’ checklist
• Development of Egg
Farmers of Australia strategic plan for 2021
• Advocacy with major
retailers.

Melinda Hashimoto CEO of Egg Farmers of Australia – the voice of Australia’s
leading caged, barn and free range egg farmers.

2:48:29 PM

How to supply event details: Send all
details to National Poultry Newspaper, PO
Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178, call 07 3286
1833 or email: design@collins.media
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NPN would like to
thank all producers,
advertisers and contributors
for their support in 2020.

K

We also wish everyone
a safe and merry Christmas
and happy new year.

Kemin’s Feedmill Salmonella Control Programme
Safely protect your feedstuffs and animal populations from Salmonella contamination with Sal CURB™ and FormaXOL™.
Kemin delivers technical expertise and support, laboratory testing services, application engineering
solutions, and safety training to meet your needs. Trust Kemin and Sal CURB and FormaXOL to
become a key part of your comprehensive pathogen control program.

Kemin (Australia) Pty. Limited
Phone: +61 2 9844 5700
Mobile: +61 4 3913 6602 / +61 412 888 485
www.kemin.com/ap_sal_curb

© K emi n Industries, I nc. and its g roup o f companies 2019. All rights reserved. ® ™ Tr adema rks o f Kemin Indust ries, Inc., U.S.A .
Certain statem ents m ay not be applicable in all geograph ic regions. P rod uct labeli ng and ass ocia ted claims m ay di ffer based up on regul atory req uireme nts.
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Precision nutrition research
kicks off at new poultry facility
BROILER
chickens
grow rapidly and thus
their nutrient requirements change daily.

However, broilers are
typically offered three to
five diet phases, meaning
nutrients may be under or
over-supplied throughout
production.
This is costly in terms
of growth for the broiler
chicken, and also costly to
the producer, as nutrients
and therefore dollars are
wasted.
Increasing the number
of diet phases has been
demonstrated to improve
production efficiency,
as there is less time in
the production cycle that

Poultry
Principles
by AMY MOSS

nutrients are in under or
over-supply.
Precision nutrition is the
practice of adjusting and
feeding diets to ensure
the dietary nutrient supply equals the nutrient re-

quirement of the animals
on a daily basis.
Precision nutrition essentially removes the
under and over-feeding,
which is apparent in
standard phase-feeding

systems consisting of
three to five diets, as per
Figures 1 and 2.
The process of administering four or more diets is
costly and often impractical – let alone a new diet
for each day of production.
However, new technologies are now available to
blend two dietary components together to match
the daily nutrient requirements of broilers.
Precision feeding equipment records the amount
of feed being fed out within a shed.
Typically, these systems
intake feed from a silo
* continued P4

Figure 1: The over and under-supply of dietary nutrient between predicted nutrient requirement
(thin black line) and supplied nutrient (thick blue line) as demonstrated for digestible lysine level
(%) over a 4-phase production cycle.

The facility’s system automatically blend diets, feed out and record intake on a
daily basis, and also contains a watering system to routinely measure and record
daily water intake.

Figure 2: The over and under-supply of dietary nutrient between predicted nutrient requirement
(thin black line) and supplied nutrient (thick blue line) as demonstrated for apparent metabolisable energy (MJ/kg) over a 4-phase production cycle.

So, which came first?
At BEC Feed Solutions, we provide an
unparelleled range of animal nutrition solutions.
Our expert team designs, sources and creates
solutions to support our customers’ needs and
overcome their challenges.
We believe quality ingredients and
quality nutrition always come first.

NUTRITION SOLUTIONS TO
ENHANCE PERFORMANCE
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Precision nutrition research
kicks off at new poultry facility
* from P3

and then use a weigh
scale or augers calibrated so that each step of
the motor dispatches a
given amount of feed,
or both to weigh the
amount of feed dispatched into feed lines.
Examples of such
equipment are FeedLogic Feed Saver Farm
Blending
Systems,
TeWe Elektronic AIRFEED II or the SKOV
Electronic Feed Weigher systems, which are
installed in many poultry farms and piggeries
around the globe.
Importantly, these systems have the additional
capacity to intake feed
from more than one auger and blend multiple
feeds to chosen ratios.
This functionality is
often overlooked but
may be the key to implementing precision
nutrition within poultry production.

The University of
New England’s new
Precision Poultry Facility contains stateof-the-art FeedLogic
technology, funded by
Poultry Hub and Feedworks, to automatically
blend diets, feed out and
record intake on a daily
basis.
The facility also contains a watering system,
developed by Dr Nishchal Sharma and engineers at the University,
to automatically measure and record daily
water intake.
Both of these systems
will improve the accuracy of data collection.
The automated nature of the precision
feeding technology enables innovative experimental designs, such
as the daily blending
of diets, dilution studies, mixture designs
and feeding of diets
at multiple intervals
throughout the day.

The precision nutrition research at the Precision Poultry Facility
has begun and is showing promise to improve
feed efficiency and reduce fat pad deposition
in broilers during the
early stages of production.
I will be presenting
the latest developments
in precision nutrition
and feeding for poultry
at the Animal Bioscience Forum scheduled
for December 9-10,
2020.
For more information,
visit ajas.info/about/
program_in_detail.php
To watch a video of
the precision feeding
robot and waterers in
action, scan the QR
code.
Questions regarding
the precision nutrition
research may be directed to Dr Amy Moss
at amoss22@une.edu.
au

SCAN QR CODE

The new Precision Poultry Facility contains state-of-the-art FeedLogic
technology.

Classic chook pen built at the forest edge.

Celebration time for chickens despite table time
AS the year that was
draws to a close, I
thought it timely to reflect on how our muchloved chickens enrich
our existence.

Despite 2020 being labelled by many as ‘annus horribilis’, I prefer
to adopt a more positive
outlook and think the
world will ultimately be
a better place with lessons learned and attitudes
changed.
In so many ways chickens add quality and joy
to our lives, and not only
from the golden goodness of the eggs they shell
out daily and the fabulous
flesh they share when
their day of reckoning inevitably comes.
It’s also their disposition, cuteness, gentility
and the way their plumage adds feathered flare
to photos and inspires
works of art.
I was especially reminded of all of the

Cant
Comment
by BRENDON CANT

above when spending a
few days with friends on
their recently acquired
20 hectares of glorious
native forest and pasture

at Denmark on Western
Australia’s south coast.
Despite previously living a relatively earthy
existence on a big subur-

ban block in Perth’s lush
western suburbs – where
they had chooks, fruit
trees, earthworm farms
and an art studio – the
transition to a more isolated part of the world
has been quite the sea
change, with a little fear
but also enthusiasm and
hope.
Alas, one of the first
happy jobs they did was
build a chook pen to
house half a dozen Isa
Brown point of lay pullets.
After they’re done
with their morning egglaying duties, the girls –

Inspecting their good work – clearly, it’s not one size fits all. One little egg in the
centre just doesn’t add up.
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Not understanding the true meaning of destined for the table, this confident hen
thought she’d give it a try anyway, in this case safely.
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Celebration time for chickens despite table time
all named after tractors
– free range around the
homestead, occasionally
wandering into the forest,
where they forage and
scratch around in what
is the natural domain of
rather prolific and venomous tiger snakes.
To this point in time,
the couple’s adventurous chooks and equally
adventurous young Labrador-cross puppy have
survived.
Let’s hope it stays that
way, albeit I did witness
firsthand a too close for
comfort encounter between one curious chicken and a slow scurrying
two-metre tiger.
Perhaps the snake
thought the chicken too

big to bother with and the
chicken considered the
snake too big a ‘worm’ to
bother with.
Phew!
Anyway, to honour our
much-loved chickens and
indeed all poultry, particularly as we approach
the festive season – when
many will suffer their inevitable fate and sacrifice
their lives for ours – I’ll
devote the balance of this
column to my personal
pictorial tribute to our
feathered friends.
Meanwhile, warm wishes to all for a safe, happy
and healthy festive season.
We’ll chat again on the
other side.

The inquisitive nature of friendly chooks is part of their appeal.

Here’s cheers to this rooster and all the poultry we’ll
enjoy this Christmas. More on this Coodardy character in the new year. I suspect he’ll make it.

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness
Public Relations Skills that will
build your business, enhance
your brand, promote your
products and sell your services,
all backed by unsurpassed
professionalism, experience
and track record.
Contact Brendon Cant
M

0417 930 536

E

brendon@iinet.net.au

These forest-foraging hens share territory with tiger snakes. The hen in the top left-hand corner is eyeing off a
two-metre scurrying specimen.
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Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
For all your livestock needs
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Provides high quality products,

Delivered on time,
At competitive pricing,
Supported by the best
available technical service in
animal and livestock nutrition.

Solar calculator to help Australian farmers understand
the benefits in lowering their carbon footprint

AUSTRALIAN Eggs is
on a mission to continue
to drive farmers towards
carbon neutrality by delivering research and
tools that will enable
farmers to take more
steps towards a sustainable future for Australian agriculture.

Off the back of this,
Australian Eggs has recently developed a solar
calculator tool to show the
economic and sustainable
benefits of solar.
Egg farms are particularly well-suited to solar
power as peak energy
generation in the middle

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
Kym 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

by ROWAN McMONNIES
Managing Director

of the day matches peak
demand.
For this reason, Australian Eggs and renewable
energy experts All Energy
created the solar calcula-

tor to help egg farmers
assess the feasibility of
installing solar power –
solar photovoltaic or solar
PV – on farms.
The solar calculator was

built using Australian
Eggs data on the energy
consumption of egg farms
coupled with up to date
solar energy information
to generate the logic behind the tool.
It works by predicting the size of the solar
system required for the
farm, based on the energy
requirements of the farm
and desired offset.
It also has an inbuilt
estimate of the payback
period for the suggested
system, using up to date
information on the cost of
solar systems, energy and
estimated generation of
solar power needed for the
desired egg production.
Running a commercial
egg farm requires substantial energy inputs and,
with the cost of grid electricity rising significantly
in recent years, solar power can often be a cheaper
long-term alternative to
relying on grid power for
egg farms.
Of the country’s 12 largest egg producers, 10 have
a form of solar energy
powering their farms –

which is roughly 60 percent of the Australian
layer flock, so the industry is heading in the right
direction.
With improvements in
solar panel efficiency and
significant reductions in
costs, there is now more
opportunity for small to
medium farms to install
solar.
It is hoped that Australian Eggs’ solar calculator
tool will help more egg
farmers identify options
and guide their consideration around solar,
enabling the industry to
develop more sustainable
farming practices, while
meeting community expectations to deliver sustainably sourced produce.
The egg farming industry is already one of the
most sustainable agricultural sectors in Australia,
and the solar calculator
is one way they are continuing to strive towards a
carbon neutral future.
For more information
contact Australian Eggs
or visit australianeggs.org.
au

GRIND YOUR OWN LITTER
WITH THE MIGHTY GIANT
• Hydraulic tilt tub
• Single operator friendly with remote control
• 25FT swivel conveyor
• Grind a straw bale to 20mm in a minute or less
• Built in the US with all parts available and in
stock in Australia.
“There is no machine like it on the market. It will grind bales as
fast as you can load them!”
Contact Leigh Byron 0418 425 485
or leigh@valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

www.valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au
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The perfect
production partnership
At SBA, we know the perfect egg begins with a quality layer. That’s why we’ve
spent over 50 years ensuring our customers benefit from a dependable supply of
genetically superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old chicks and point-of-lay pullets.
As the largest specialist supplier to Australia’s egg farms, we continue to invest in
the world’s most technically advanced breeding facilities – and offer on the ground
husbandry and technical advice so you can continuously improve productivity, feed
conversion and egg quality.
At SBA, quality is just part of our DNA.

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU
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Aussie trash pump applies pressure
A NEW development
in trash pump technology is being offered to
the market by Aussie
Pumps.

The pumps – part of
the company’s Aussie
GMP product range –
offer solids-handling
capability in combination with high-pressure
performance.
Most trash pumps are
reasonably low head
with big open non-clog
style impellers that are
not suited to high-pressure transfer applications.
Most have a head capability limited to around
30m.
Aussie GMP’s new
range of 3” high-pressure pumps will self
prime from 6m and offer
high-performance highflow
characteristics,

including the ability to
pump solids in suspension.
The pumps are manufactured from close
grain cast iron with
high spheroidal graphite
iron or alternatively 316
grade stainless-steel options.
Best of all for processors, the 3” motor pump
line provides excellent
performance characteristics – as an example,
the 22kW Aussie model
B3ZPM-A will deliver
a whopping 600L per
minute at 70m head.
Aussie Pumps’ chief
engineer John Hales
said, “That’s astonishing
performance for a pump
designed to handle up to
19mm solids.”
“The same pump will
produce 800lpm at 76m
head – this is where the

pump’s efficiency really
kicks in.”
The new pumps in the
line-up are all self-priming and built to ISO9001
quality standards.
“Self-priming is such
an important feature,”
Mr Hales said.
“It means the pump
will draw water through
a vertical lift of 6m,
without the need for
priming the suction line
or the use of foot valves.
Foot valves can be
problematic, particularly
with solid waste for effluent applications.
“They are a major
breakthrough in the design and feature a simplicity that makes them
easy to service,” Mr
Hales said.
“There are very few
working parts in the
pump.
“We cast the volute in
with the body and fit
them all with top quality
silicon carbide mechanical seals standard equipment.”
Tungsten carbide seals
are available, with Viton
elastomers as an option.
“Customers love the
idea that there’s simply
nothing to go wrong,”
Mr Hales said.
“The pump, once
primed and started, will
automatically draw liq-
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uid up through the suction port.
“It’s like drinking
through a straw – it’s a
breakthrough product.”
Each pump in the new
B3ZPM-A range, varying from 15kW to 22kW,
is fitted with heavy duty
415 two pole motors.
The pumps are supplied with stainless-steel
plates to absorb wear of
the cast iron body and
all are fitted with a frontmounted clean out port,
to facilitate service or
pump clean-out without
disconnecting pipework.
The products are built
to specifications for the
Australian market, with
316 stainless-steel stub
shafts between the motor and impeller, and a
heavy-duty steel base to
facilitate ease of installation.
Applications are expected to vary from concrete batch plants to liquid waste, abattoirs and
livestock saleyards.
Aussie Pumps expects
the 316 stainless-steel
variation of the pump
to attract a great deal
of attention from the
mining industry when it
becomes available next
year.
For further information, visit aussiepumps.
com.au

We have scholars who have never set foot on a farm in the same room as fifthgeneration farmers.

AgriFutures Horizon Scholarship
applications open
APPLICATIONS for the
2021 AgriFutures Horizon Scholarship Program are now open.

Students entering their
final two years of an undergraduate degree who
are passionate about the
future of Australian rural
industries are encouraged
to apply.
The AgriFutures Horizon Scholarship is a
collaboration between
many of the Research and
Development Corporations to provide eligible
university students with
a $10,000 bursary over
two years, and plenty of
opportunities to develop
their leadership skills and
expand their networks.
As part of the program,
students also attend an
annual four-day professional development workshop and complete two
weeks of industry work
placements.
The Horizon Scholarship Program is open to
students studying agriculture-related or STEM
degrees with either or
both major studies and
subject selections that
align to agriculture.
In acknowledging that
the prosperity of agriculture is going to require a
stronger inter-disciplinary
approach, the inclusion of
STEM degrees broadens
the Horizons Scholarship
offering.
AgriFutures Australia
managing director John
Harvey said that collaboration across a broad
range of disciplines would

be crucial to the growth
of our rural industries and
that he is excited to see
the Horizon Scholarship
Program evolve to meet
this need.
“Our cohorts are no
longer made up solely of
ag students from traditional farming backgrounds,”
Mr Harvey said.
“We now have scholars studying engineering,
economics, plant and animal science.
“We have scholars who
have never set foot on a
farm in the same room
as fifth-generation farmers, and this diversity in
backgrounds and thinking
is beginning to elevate the
conversations beyond anything we’ve seen before.”
The diverse range of industry sponsors involved
in the Horizons Scholarship program represents
the desire to build prosperous and sustainable rural industries.
To do this, there is a
need to build the skills,
capacity, leadership and
knowledge of the future
rural leaders of Australian
agriculture.
“Creating a space for
students to collaborate
across traditional and
emerging areas of rural
industries will create a
platform of networking,
idea creation and forward
thinking that is invaluable
to the rural industries of
the future, and I thank
all of the industry sponsors who recognise the
value and importance of
the investment into future

leaders,” Mr Harvey said.
“Australian Eggs, Australian Wool Innovation,
Cooperative Research
Centre for Developing
Northern Australia, Cotton Research and Development Corporation,
Dairy Australia, Grains
Research and Development Corporation, McCaughey Memorial Institute and Meat & Livestock Australia are all
sponsors of the Horizon
Scholarship program, and
our scholars have seen
first-hand the benefits
associated with having
such valuable industry
connections.”
To be eligible to apply,
students must:
• Be an Australian citizen or permanent resident
• Be studying an undergraduate degree at an
Australian university
• Be entering the final
two years of their degree
in 2021.
Scholarship recipients
will be selected on the
basis of their commitment
to a career in agriculture,
as well as their leadership
potential and tertiary academic record to date.
Applications close Friday January 15, 2021 at
midnight AEDT.
Shortlisted applicants
must be available for a
telephone interview in
February 2021, and scholarship winners will be announced in April 2021.
For more information
and to apply, visit agri
futures.com.au/horizon

Cohorts are no longer made up solely of ag students from traditional
farming backgrounds.
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A Broad Spectrum Virucidal
Bactericidal Fungicidal Disinfectant

The Leader in Biosecurity
for Poultry Farms
Distributed by:
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Join the NPN email list to receive
your FREE monthly digital paper!
Sign up at www.poultrynews.com.au

Technical Systems Australia or TSA is a leading Australian company
dedicated to the supply, installation and service of agricultural
equipment to Australian, New Zealand and Pacific markets for
poultry (boilers and breeders), layer (free range and barn layer),
quail (broiler and breeders), duck (broiler, breeder and layers),
turkey (breeder and production), pig, agricultural, farming,
aquaculture, horticulture and brewing industries plus many more.
• We pride ourselves on customer service and after sales support
• 86 years combined industry experience
• Full consulting, supply, shipping, installation, manufacturing,
service and repairs
• Repair and maintenance on all equipment and spare parts
• Onsite service and breakdown.
TSA proudly
represents Agrotop
sheds, the world
leader in livestock
turnkey packages
and design in the
region. We offer a
free quote on all
turnkey projects. We
design each shed
to the customer’s
needs. Finance
options available.

Tel: 07 5429 2028
scotty@tsa.tech
Fax: 07 5429 2038
reception@tsa.tech
Mobile: 0424 413 484
www.tsa.tech

Australian poultry industry marks World
Antimicrobial Awareness Week 2020
WORLD Antimicrobial
Awareness Week ran
from November 18-24
and presented a key opportunity for consumers
to consider their role
in helping to avoid the
further emergence and
spread of drug-resistant
infections.

The Australian chicken
meat industry supports the
World Health Organisation in calling Australians
to handle antimicrobials
with care, in line with the
theme of this year’s global
awareness week.
Australian
Chicken
Meat Federation executive director Dr Vivien
Kite said, “The Australian chicken meat industry
has been a global leader in
helping to prevent antibiotic resistance through the
adoption of responsible
use practices and policies
since the 1980s.”
“The industry acknowledges that it has a role to
play to prevent the development of antibiotic resistance, while at the same
time has a responsibility
to protect and maintain
the health and welfare of
the chickens in its care,
and we are proud of the
work that has been done
to date, and that is ongoing,” Dr Kite said.
This work includes:
• The creation and
adoption of world leading formal antimicrobial
stewardship programs by
all major chicken meat
companies
• The adoption across
industry of the principle
that, if antibiotics are to

be used at all, they must
only be used for therapeutic purposes – to treat,
control or prevent disease, and certainly not for
growth promotion – indeed, this has been industry’s position as far back
as 2007
• Adoption of a policy
that no antibiotics, determined by the World Health
Organisation to be critically important in human
medicine, are to be used
routinely in chicken production
• Focusing on prevention rather than treatment
– using vaccination, farm
hygiene and biosecurity to
keep Australian chicken
flocks healthy – the industry has led the world in
terms of developing and
implementing vaccines as
alternatives to antibiotics
• Development of appropriate use guidelines for
antibiotics in a food-animal industry – Australian poultry veterinarians
were the first in Australia
and among the first in

the world to develop and
implement these.
Over the past year, AgriFutures Australia supported a project to independently verify the existence and maturity of the
antimicrobial stewardship
programs developed and
maintained by the six
companies that produce
90 percent of Australian
chicken meat.
The report on this project is publicly available.
The results verify that
the AMS principles
adopted by the Australian chicken meat industry have been successful
in maintaining the lowresistance status of key
bacterial species isolated
from Australian meat
chickens.
Furthermore, and in collaboration with the Department of Agriculture,
Water and the Environment’s animal biosecurity
and response reform program, the industry participated in a national survey
of antimicrobial resist-

ance in Australian meat
chickens.
The results showed the
Australian chicken meat
industry was in an enviable position globally, with
low and improved levels
of AMR and importantly,
low levels of resistance
to antimicrobials that are
priorities for use in human
health.
This has been achieved
due to the industry’s longstanding program of responsible use of antibiotics.
“Our collaboration, with
government,
Australian scientists and other
experts in this study on
AMR and the commitment of our members to
antimicrobial stewardship
programs, will continue
to place the Australian
chicken meat industry as
an international leader in
the area of responsible
antimicrobial use, while
continuing to ensure that
the health and welfare of
our chickens is not compromised,” Dr Kite said.

The Australian chicken meat industry has been a global leader in helping to
prevent antibiotic resistance.

Fendona Plus 60SC
®

Insecticide

Specifically developed for use within poultry sheds, for the
control of litter beetles and a range of flying and crawling insects
High performance residual insecticide offering rapid knockdown
Low dose formulation provides the flexibility of a clean-out and
maintenance application rate

For more information on Fendona Plus 60 SC,
visit crop-solutions.basf.com.au or contact your local
CCD Representative on 1300 791 009

Distributed by

@basfpestcontrolau
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019
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NFF calls for action on disease outbreak warning
AN alarming new report by CSIRO confirms
Australian agriculture is
at risk of increased disease outbreaks and pest
incursions, weakened
exports and damage to
our global trading reputation.

The prediction comes
after the absence in the
federal budget of any
meaningful new funding
commitment to strengthen
the national biosecurity
system and following the
failure of the much-anticipated biosecurity levy.
National Farmers’ Federation chief executive
Tony Mahar said the new
report – ‘Australia’s biosecurity future: unlocking
the next decade of resilience’ – was a sobering
read, which showed that
a business-as-usual approach would not meet
the challenges of the fu-

ture and protect Australia
from the potentially devastating impacts of exotic
pests and diseases.
“A strong biosecurity
system is fundamental to
the success of Australia’s
$60 billion agriculture
sector, and to our ambition to grow to $100 billion in output by 2030,”
Mr Mahar said.
“It is also central to the
health of our natural environment, community
wellbeing and the economy at large.
“This report clearly
demonstrates that Australia needs a more innovative, coordinated and
collaborative biosecurity
system if it is to keep up
with the threat from increasing and severe biosecurity events.”
Mr Mahar said Australia’s biosecurity system
was simply too important

to compromise.
“We know that the volume and complexity of
biosecurity threats will
continue to grow.”
“In the five years to
2017, the amount of biosecurity risk materials
intercepted in Australia
increased by almost 50
percent.
“The biosecurity system must keep pace, and
this important new report
provides expert advice on
how the system can be
transformed to meet the
challenges of the future.
“The biosecurity system
of the future needs to be
built on system connectivity – digitisation and
enhancing data sharing
across supply chains and
enabling the role of industry and community in
biosecurity responsibility
through improved community engagement.”

“A single pest or disease
incursion has the potential to bring our agricultural industries to their
knees, and the COVID-19
experience has brought
home the message that
biosecurity matters to all
Australians, and a breach
can have far-reaching economic, environmental and
social consequences,” Mr
Mahar said.
The agriculture sector is grappling with
the impact of multiple
new exotic pest incursions this year, including avian influenza and
fall armyworm, while
the threat of other highly
damaging pests and diseases – such as African swine fever, khapra
beetle, brown marm-

orated stink bug, foot
and mouth disease and
xylella fastidiosa, which
have spread around the
world – looms large.
“This report is a reminder that all Australians –
governments, industry,
the community – have a
role to play in delivering a
strong biosecurity system,
and we strongly endorse
that message,” Mr Mahar
said.
“The NFF will continue
to call on the Australian
Federal Government to
step up and ensure the
critical biosecurity functions it delivers to mitigate biosecurity risk at
the border and pre-border
are adequately resourced,
innovative and fit for
purpose.”

National Farmers’ Federation chief executive Tony Mahar.

QUEP Annual General Meeting
Queensland United
Egg Producers will
hold its Annual General Meeting on December 2, 2020 at 9.00am
via Zoom.

At the AGM, I will
provide a summary
of the key actions of
QUEP over the past
12 months and the reasons to be a member of
the organisation.
The CEO’s report will
cover off COVID-19
impacts and preparedness, farm raids, labour
shortages, Biosecurity
and Safe Food Production Queensland interactions.
Members will receive
a meeting invite and
link by email prior to
the meeting.

by JOHN COWARD
CEO

Other egg farmers or
industry associates in
Queensland wishing to
join QUEP can contact me
for details.
Egg Farmers of Australia chief executive officer Melinda Hashimoto
will join the AGM to
provide members with an
update on key national

The Good
Egg podcasts
EVERY day Australians
tuck into millions of eggs,
which come from all types
of farms across the country – big, small, free range,
barn-laid and caged.

The Good Egg podcast
series explores the living
conditions of egg-laying
hens around Australia
with journalist Wendy
Hargreaves.
Subject matter includes
the many different factors
we need to consider when
trying to make ethical decisions about eggs.
Episode one covers happy hens – the provenance
of our eggs and whether
the hens that lay them are
happy.
But how do we know
what makes a good life for
a hen?
Where did our current
ideas about hen welfare
come from and is it ever
possible to measure hen
happiness?
Wendy visits Kinross
Farms in Victoria and
speaks with regional manager Ruben Dare and farm
manager Brian Smith, as
well as to scientific specialists on these subjects.
Episode two covers
healthy hens – a huge part
of hen welfare is the health
of the flock.
Caged farming systems
seem prison-like to many

people, but they were actually developed to make
hens healthier.
With hens moving back
outdoors nowadays, a few
of the health challenges
from 50 years ago are reemerging.
Wendy visits Days Eggs
managing director Dion
Andary and welfare officer Jess Spencer, and
learns about hen health in
all farming systems.
Episode three covers
future hens – Australians
are eating more eggs every
year, with eggs being an
important source of protein for millions of people.
All forms of food production are facing challenges such as population
growth, climate change
and biosecurity threats, so
how can different systems
of egg farming change and
adapt?
Experts talk about future
opportunities in egg farming, and what they will
mean for the living conditions of laying hens.
Listen through the Australian Eggs website or
via all major podcast platforms, including Spotify
and Apple Podcasts.
For more information,
visit australianeggs.org.
au/farming/the-good-eggpodcast
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issues such as Australian
Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelines.
Melinda will also give
a brief summary on the
Emergency Animal Disease response in Victoria addressing the avian
influenza outbreak.
She will also be taking on board questions

around the value and
operations of the national representative organisation that works closely
with QUEP in support
of key issues impacting
Queensland producers.
The election of directors and endorsement
of the nominated Egg
Farmers of Australia director and alternate for
Queensland will also be
part of the process.
With the 2020 year
coming to a close, thank
you to all members for
their support and I wish
you and your families a
merry Christmas and a
prosperous new year.
For any queries, I can
be contacted at john.
coward1@gmail.com

Agribusiness

We’reHere
Whether it’s from the breeder farm to the
processing plant or free range run to the carton,
our national team has the technical expertise,
market intelligence and industry contacts to assist
you in making the most of your property decisions.

Talk to us today
Will Gurry
Valuations & Advisory
0488 553 988

Chris Holgar
Transactions
0411 177 167

jll.com.au/agriculture
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How to pump more solids with fewer problems

AN abattoir in NSW had
installed the industryleading Gorman-Rupp
Super T Series pump for
handling their wastewater stream, which included paunch material.

The pump was a selfpriming trash pump,

which has been installed
in varying sizes in many
similar
applications
around the country and
the world, however in this
particular application the
pump experienced two issues.
Because of the drought,
cattle were eating closer

to the ground and ingesting dirt, grit and gravel,
giving the pump much
more abrasive material to
handle.
As the cattle were being hand-fed, large volumes of undigested hay
also meant the pump had
a huge increase in stringy

Hydro Innovations distribute the Gorman-Rupp Eradicator solids management
system.

materials to handle.
These circumstances
caused an unusually high
incidence of blockages
and also premature wear
of the impeller and wear
plate.
A solution was needed
to enable the pumping of
more solids with fewer
problems.
The team at Hydro Innovations – distributors of
the Gorman-Rupp pump
range – recommended the
plant install an ‘Eradicator’ upgrade kit with a
hardened wear plate and
upgrade the impeller to a
hardened option.
The Eradicator system
includes an obstructionfree cover plate, a wear
plate equipped with a
number of notches and
grooves, as well as a patented ‘lacerating tooth’.
The lacerating tooth
helps to break up stringy
materials and pass them
through the pump, without
impacting performance or
interrupting service.
The internal parts are
hardened to 400 Brinell,
which helps to resist the
abrasive action of the
pumped media.
The result was an almost total eradication of
all blockages.
Additionally, the internal parts last much longer
than when ‘standard’ materials are fitted.
Pumps with this system
are available in sizes from
3” or 80mm through to
10” or 250mm, with flows
from only a few litres per
second up to 200L/s, and
with pressures to 90m.
Pumps can operate on
suction lifts to 7.5m and
are safe and easy for operators to maintain.
One operator and two
spanners are all it takes to
perform maintenance, and
to clear chokes and blockages on Gorman-Rupp
above-ground pumps.
Scan the QR Code to see
how these pumps work.
More information on
these pumps may be obtained from info@hy
droinnovations.com.au or
by visiting hydroinnova
tions.com.au

Adaptability of bird flu
poses threat to poultry
NEW insights from a
study of the 2016/17
bird flu outbreak show
how highly pathogenic bird flu viruses
– which are likely to
cause deadly disease
in chickens – can be
transmitted from wild
migrating bird populations to domestic
flocks and back again.

Scientists have found
these viruses can readily exchange genetic
material with other low
pathogenic viruses –
which are less harmful – during migration,
raising the likelihood
of serious outbreaks in
domestic poultry and
wild birds.
Research led by a
team including the
Roslin Institute – representing the Global
Consortium for H5N8
and Related Influenza
Viruses – studied the
genetic makeup of the
2016/17 bird flu virus
in various birds at key
stages during the flu
season.
Their study offers insights into the outbreak
strains, which originated in domestic birds
in Asia before spread-

other viruses in wild or
domestic birds.
Results showed the
virus could easily exchange genetic material
with other less harmful viruses at times and
locations corresponding to bird migratory
cycles.
These included viruses carried by wild birds
on intersecting migratory routes, and by
farmed ducks in China
and central Europe.
Migrating birds harbouring weaker viruses
are more likely to survive their journey and
potentially pass disease
to domestic birds.
The research, published in Proceedings
of the National Academy of Sciences in the
US, was carried out in
collaboration with the
Friedrich Loeffler Institut in Germany, the
Erasmus University
Medical Center in the
Netherlands, and the
University of Edinburgh’s Usher Institute
and Roslin Institute.
It was supported by
funding from European
Union Horizon 2020,
EPIC and BBSRC.

ing via wild migratory
flocks to create the
largest bird flu epidemic in Europe to date.
Dr Sam Lycett of the
Roslin Insitute said,
“Bird flu viruses can
readily exchange genetic material with
other influenza viruses
and this, in combination with repeated
transmission of viruses
between domestic and
wild birds, means that a
viral strain can emerge
and persist in wild bird
populations, which carries a high risk of disease for poultry.”
“This aids our understanding of how a
pathogenic avian flu
virus could become established in wild bird
populations.”
The team interpreted
genetic sequence data
from virus samples
collected during the
outbreak together with
details of where, when
and in which bird species they originated.
Researchers used a
computational technique known as phylogenetic inference to estimate when and where
the virus exchanged
genetic material with

Mute swans were among the species affected by bird flu in 2016/17. Photo:
Roslin Institute

850,000 chickens
culled after bird flu
outbreak in Japan
LOCAL government has
reported that Japan’s Kagawa prefecture will cull
850,000 chickens at two
poultry farms after the
country detected a bird
flu outbreak in November.

Page 12 – National Poultry Newspaper, December 2020

An official at the prefecture said these will be the
sixth and seventh cases
of avian influenza in the
western Kagawa prefecture.
Chickens at the two
farms in Mitoyo city
tested positive in a preliminary examination for
avian flu recently, after
the farms had notified the
prefectural government of
an increase in the number
of dead chickens.
The local government
said it confirmed the infection was a highly pathogenic strain of H5 bird
flu from genetic tests.
Local authorities have
barred chicken farms within a 10km radius of the

infected site from moving
any poultry and eggs.
The steps affect a total
of 4.62 million chickens
at 115 farms, though no
other mass poultry deaths
have been reported.
The prefecture has
already culled about
460,000 chickens for the
past four cases.
It is the biggest culling
in more than two years,
when the country’s first
bird flu outbreak was
found in poultry.
According to the Ministry of Agriculture, Japan’s
last outbreak of bird flu
occurred in January 2018
– also in Kagawa prefecture – when 91,000 chickens at a farm in Sanuki
city were culled due to
the H5N6 strain of avian
influenza.
The department will
suspend the export of
chickens and eggs temporarily.
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Queensland Farmers’ Federation
celebrates National Agriculture Day
THE
Queensland
Farmers’ Federation
and industry members
celebrated Queensland’s integral role in
Australia’s agricultural story as part of
National Agriculture
Day on November 20,
2020.

As an excellent source of protein, cooked chicken offers a wide range of nutritional benefits.

ACMF Chicken Meat Nutrition Project
WITH the festive season
on its way and consumers looking at protein options, chicken is a popular meat choice – given
its price and nutritional
value.

In order for the chicken
meat industry to feel confident promoting the relative nutritional advantages
of chicken, Australian
Chicken Meat Federation
undertook a significant
nutritional claims review
project earlier this year.
The need for a review
arose from the launch of
Food Standards Australia
New Zealand’s revised

Food Composition Database and changes to the
Food Regulatory Code,
which impacted on what
claims can be legally
made for foods – whether
nutritional, comparisons
with other foods or health
attributes.
To support nutritional
assertions for chicken
meat – as opposed to a
cut – an amalgamation including several regularly
cooked chicken cuts needed to be developed.
The cuts and cooking
methods (without added
fats) are:
• Breast fillet – stir-fried

AUSTRALIA’S ONLY
CERTIFIED DEALER
Global Service Distributor

• Thigh fillet – casseroled
• Drumstick – baked
• Whole bird – BBQ rotisserie.
The full methodology
for determining the nutritional composition of
the various chicken samples has been detailed on
ACMF’s website.
Visual content was created to support the new
nutritional claims and
was added to the revised
Health & Nutrition web
page on ACMF’s website.
A valuable interactive
component of the updated
Health & Nutrition page

is the new nutritional database tool.
The database tool allows
for easy and convenient
comparison of the nutritional composition of a
range of cuts of chicken
with other proteins including beef, veal, lamb
and pork.
At any one time, up to
three different meat cuts
can be specified by selection through the dropdown menus.
For more information or
to view the methodology,
visual content and database, visit chicken.org.au

National Agriculture
Day commemorates
the critical role farmers play in feeding,
clothing and providing
amenity for the people
of Queensland, Australia and many around
the world.
QFF chief executive
officer Dr Georgina
Davis said, “The day
provides an opportunity for all Australians
to reflect on the pivotal role agriculture has
played in the country’s
history and that it will
continue to play into
the future.”
“Queenslanders in
particular have a lot to
celebrate on National
Agriculture Day, with
the state’s 24,000 farm
businesses producing
some of the highest
quality food, fibre and
foliage in the world.
“The value of the
sector remains strong
despite disruption from
COVID-19 – worth almost $17 billion and
12 percent of Queensland’s total exports.
“Agriculture
employs over 300,000
Queenslanders across
the whole food supply
chain, meaning roughly
one in seven Queenslanders are employed

by the food sector,
while all enjoy its produce,” Dr Davis said.
Dr Davis said National Agriculture Day
was also an opportunity
to educate the public
about the agriculture
sector and how they can
better support farmers
during a challenging
time.
“With so many farmers contending with the
COVID-19 pandemic,
rising input costs and
a protracted drought,
there’s never been a
better time to stand
with our farming communities,” Dr Davis
said.
“Buying local produce and paying a fair
price for it is the best
way Queensland consumers can support the
agricultural sector.
“Additionally, many

farmers are now offering agritourism experiences – from produce
tastings, regional markets, farm and winery
tours, to cooking classes and farm stays.
Regional Queensland
is an attractive destination for interstate travellers and for Queenslanders to discover
their own backyard.
“By supporting farmers with their wallets
and their feet, consumers will continue to play
an active role in helping
to build more resilient
farming businesses and
ensure a bright future
for Queensland agriculture.”
For a national breakdown of Australian
agriculture’s worth and
value, visit agday.org.
au

Scott Morrison supported farmers on National
Agriculture Day.

FULL TURNKEY ABILITY
UNDER ONE ROOF

Latest News
NOW PARTNERING
We are very pleased to announce
Santrev and Farmmark have joined
forces. Santrev Director, Luke Trevanion said
“The whole team is extremely excited
about the merge and the increased
opportunities the merge makes for our
loyal and valued clients.’
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Freecall: 1800 500 225

Luigi Di Clemente and
Luke Trevanion finalising the merge
of FarmMark and Santrev
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Regional Sales Representatives
Damien Kelly (Vic)
Tel: 0448 273 114

Juan Diaz (Vic)
Tel: 0429 125 448

Michael Pretorius (NSW)
Tel: 0409 600 377

Shane Nicholson (Qld)
Tel: 0427 200 262

Bruce Lockwood (Qld)
Tel: 0400 700 559

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity
Tel: 0407 764 850

Tina Grech - Nutritionist (SA)
Tel: 0407 608 179

1800 649 231

Alltech Lienert Australia
8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, South Australia

alltechlienert.com.au

AlltechLienert

THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the
right people for any number of specialist services and facilities in the poultry industry.
Whatever the job you need to accomplish, here’s a group of business cards
that guarantee you the best available.

Phone 1300 059 003
Email info@polytex.net.au
Web www.polytex.net.au

Aussie Pumps Poultry Package
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2", 3" & 4"
semi trash pumps
Cast iron
Self-priming
ISO 9001
Big flows
Great prices for Australian
Poultry Industries members

Aussie Pumps

Fabian Barcelo
0477 444 674
Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

02 8865 3500

aussiepumps.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293
Kate Parry 0448 340 619
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164
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EMAIL: scotty@tsa.tech

HydroInnovations.com.au

Ben Collins
Managing Editor

Phone: 07 3286 1833
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REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH …
• Fan covers • Door covers
• Brooder/air control curtains
• Thermal & blockout blinds
• Poultry shade sails
• Cool cell covers

0475 802 675
lawriecoutts@specialisedbreeders.com.au

Tim Smith

Technical Service Manager – NSW

0407 104 185
timsmith@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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Australia’s No 1
10274 SBA PDF Cards.indd 2
pressure cleaner manufacturer
2,000 psi to 5,000 psi
Engine & electric drive
Jonathan Leslie
Big Berty triplex pumps
National Sales and Marketing Manager
OH&S friendly stainless
steel frames
0459 893 518
Aussie quality
jonathanleslie@specialisedbreeders.com.au
Great prices for Australian Poultry Industries members
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Solar power system pays off for Australia’s largest free range chicken farm

AUSTRALIA’s biggest
free range chicken farm
has reduced its power
bill after installing one
of agriculture’s most extensive solar and battery
systems.

There are 42 sheds and
around 10 million birds
are turned over each year.
Poultry producer Ingham’s supplies the chicks
and feed, and AAM raises
the birds.
The chickens start using
the ranging areas – double
the size of the sheds – at
three weeks of age, when
they can regulate their
body temperature.
They are collected for
processing two to five
weeks later, depending on
the market.
AAM livestock investments manager Nathan
Morris said, “They’re
super-efficient little converters.”
“These birds are often

AAM representative
Ben Edser said, “Before
we put the system in, our
cost of energy imported
from the network was getting towards $1 million.”
“Following the investment, which has been
circa $5 million, we’ve
been able to reduce our
consumption by about 70
percent,” Mr Edser said.
The farm at Blanchetown in South Australia
does free ranging on a
massive scale.

in the 1.5 feed-conversion
ratios.
“That means they eat
1.5kg of grain proteins to
put on 1kg of meat.
AAM – better known
in cattle and sheep circles as the operator of
the Regional Livestock
Exchange saleyards – decided to diversify its protein portfolio and poultry
came out on top.
“Its continuity and reliability of revenue is the
key for us,” Mr Edser said.
“We have basically no
exposure to weather or to
commodity prices going
up and down.”
However, it was initially
exposed to volatile electricity prices, which im-

pacted profits and prompted the owners to invest in
renewable energy.
With the support of $1.3
million in State Government funding, AAM added 1.4 megawatts of solar
panels to the farm sheds
and installed five Tesla
batteries.
“As part of putting in
the solar and the batteries,
we are now abating 1500
tonnes of CO2 equivalence,” Mr Edser said.
“Which, to try and put into normal everyday speak,
is something like taking
1200 cars off the road or
planting 25,000 trees.”
To get the best out of
the new infrastructure, the
owners have developed an

energy management platform.
“While we might be an
energy generator at one
site, we might be an energy consumer at another,”
Mr Edser said.
“It’s really how we blend
and manage that load and
use power within the complex, but also taking into
account the voltage and
network prices.”
Another way the farm is
cutting costs is to turn its
waste into compost.
More than 50,000 cubic
metres of soiled straw and
manure comes out of the
sheds each year.
After a few months of
monitoring and turning,
the raw material is con-

verted into a nutrient-rich
compost, which is then
available for purchase.
“This was costing the
business over $200,000 a
year,” Mr Edser said.
“This is all about turning what was a cost and
an issue into an opportunity, and it doesn’t have
to be a chicken farm,

it doesn’t have to be a
piggery.
“Anywhere you’ve got
intensive energy usage,
these sorts of technologies
can be applied.
“This is much bigger
than us.
“This has far greater
opportunities for agriculture.”
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BEAT THE HEAT WITH A
CUMBERLAND KOMFORT KOOLER
Get ready for Summer now with early order discounts on evaporative cooling systems, parts and pads.
Building from new or upgrading your existing cool system, Komfort Kooler Evaporative Cooling Systems use the natural
cooling effect of evaporation to reduce bird stress and therefore improve bird weight over summer.
Komfort Koolers feature open or closed top systems along with deep trough and or recirculating sump components.
Patented Roll Seal Sidewall systems are designed to fit the Komfort Kooler evaporative cooling system with a precision
tight fit to limit air infiltration.
We currently have complete system upgrades available in stock and you should also talk to us about our Bulk Cooling Pad
purchase deals.
Take comfort this summer in the Cumberland Komfort Kooler along with the expertise of AGCO Grain & Protein.

CONTACT PETER LUTTERSCHMIDT AT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN
FOR ALL YOUR POULTRY EQUIPMENT NEEDS.
AGCO Grain & Protein
615-645 Somerville Road
Sunshine West, VIC, Australia 3020
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Peter: 0429 653 315
peter.lutterschmidt@agcocorp.com
agcograinandprotein.com.au
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