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Engaging with educators
and eating insects
IT is estimated that
more than two billion
people worldwide eat
insects every day.

Innovative chicken farming concept
developed by Elgin Valley Free Range
DOING things differently is a great way
to stand out from the
crowd, and when it
comes to free range
chicken farming, that’s
quite a crowded space to
be playing in.
So when Mount Cotton, Queensland-based
Golden Cockerel (jointly
owned by Woodlands Enterprises and Darwalla
Group) looked to branch
out and explore a niche
in the free range meat
chicken industry, the
business knew it had to
think outside the box if
it wanted the venture to
succeed.
Most free range meat
chickens are permitted access to run freely
outdoors for a couple of
hours a day where they
can forage and roam to

their hearts’ content.
However, this poses an
obvious biosecurity risk
in that while out and
about in the great outdoors, these chooks can
come into close contact
with other birdlife including ducks and pigeons,
not to mention the threat
of predation from foxes
and birds of prey such as
falcons and hawks.

To combat these issues,
the Golden Cockerel
team concocted a novel
solution – enclosing the
free range area on all
sides with special netting
to protect the birds from
threats both airborne and
on the ground.
And so the Elgin Valley
Free Range concept and
brand was born.
With the first farms de-

veloped and operational
in the foothills of the
scenic Glasshouse Mountains in February 2016,
up to 60,000 birds a week
have been travelling for a
little more than an hour
by truck to the processing
facility at Mount Cotton,
minimising both stress
for the birds and transport costs for the business.
Recently speaking with
Golden Cockerel’s Sales
Manager Wayne Sullivan and Business Development Manager Kerry
Stewart regarding Elgin
Valley Free Range, the
pair was able to reveal
that production capacity
will be doubled in coming months thanks to the
repurposing of existing
farms in the Redlands

For many people it is
the only available meat
meal rich in protein,
sugars and vitamins.
Ants, bugs, grasshoppers and butterfly
larvae are eaten in
Asia, Africa and South
America.
This month I took the
opportunity to see what
all the fuss is about.
Yes, I ate insects –
black soldier fly larvae
to be precise.
They had the texture
of cereal as they had
been dried and while
they didn’t taste bad,
they would be improved with a little
chilli or salt.
I was also able to see
how the insects are be-

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

month, we are funding a research project
investigating insects as
poultry feed and I look
forward to bringing
you these result next
year.
Poultry Hub Australia
has also been out and
about engaging with
schools this month.
We attended a number of schools and al-

ing farmed and discuss
the current barriers and
challenges these insect
farmers are facing.
This is the second
time I have visited an
insect farm and both
times I have marvelled
at the science involved
and the ability of the
insect larvae to turn
waste into valuable
protein.
As mentioned last

☛ continued P3

Tamsyn Crowley and Natalie Morgan were ready to educate teachers and
students alike.
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NEXT GENERATION OF HIGH-PERFORMANCE FANS FROM BIG DUTCHMAN
AirMaster Blue 170C – Proﬁtability in climate control!
• Very high air performance,
motorised shutter closes
the fan airtight, allowing
connection of emergency
opening system
• Minimum energy consumption
• Optimised aerodynamic design

• Extremely low noise level
• Direct drive and very stable
connection between hub and
blades for easy maintenance
• Resistance against pressure,
perfect choice for long house
with tunnel ventilation

• Resistance against corrosion
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Poultry Industry
Calendar of Events
2019
FEB 12 - 14 – International Poultry
Expo, Atlanta, US www.ippexpo.com
FEB 18 - 20 – Australian Poultry
Science Symposium, Sydney, NSW
www.apss2019.com.au
JUN 10 - 13 – European Symposium on
Poultry Nutrition, AmberExpo in Gdansk,
Poland www.espn2019.com
JUN 12-13 – Australian Biosecurity
Symposium, Gold Coast, QLD www.
biosym.com.au
SEP 16-20 –World Veterinary Poultry
Association Congress, Bangkok,
Thailand www.wvpac2019.com
How to supply event details: Send all
details to National Poultry Newspaper,
PO Box 387, Cleveland, Qld 4163,
call 07 3286 1833 fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: design@poultrynews.com.au
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07 3286 1833
Want us to
cover your event?
Get noticed by key poultry
industry members!
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Innovative chicken farming concept
developed by Elgin Valley Free Range
☛ from P1

area not more than five
minutes from the processing facility.
As well as the huge
increase in production
capacity, the new sheds
located ‘just down the
road’ will massively cut
transport costs and times,
allowing more time and
money to be spent on further improving welfare of
the birds and developing
optimum feed options.
At a cost in excess of
$10 million, this expansion is no small investment, but one that is expected to pay off.
As well as adding the
netting-enclosed
free
ranging area attached to
the existing sheds, the repurposing involves opening the sheds right up to
allow the birds optimum
access to the outdoors,
with Elgin Valley committing to doors at least
40 percent larger than
competitive free range
farms (and double the required free range standard).
Both indoor and outdoor
spaces are similar in size
to minimise stress for the
birds and the barn doors
are opened all day from
about 4.30am to 5pm to
allow the chooks maximum ability to roam.
Going above and beyond for the welfare of its
chickens saw Elgin Valley Free Range receive
the ‘Accredited Free
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Range’ stamp early on
from Free Range Egg and
Poultry Australia.
Recently, a more recognisable tick of approval
has been garnered by the
brand, with RSPCA giving Golden Cockerel the
nod to affix the RSPCA
Outdoor Approved label
to its products.
This is big news and
will certainly improve
Elgin Valley brand recognition for consumers
shopping at independent retailers, barbecue
chicken shops and butchers who meet Wayne and
Kerry’s high standards
for product display and
brand positioning, with
butchers making the cut
needing a good shopfront
presence and the ability
to add extra point of sale
material.
Adding another string
to its bow is Elgin Valley’s capacity to distribute either plain or marinated birds throughout
Australia, depending on
the request of the customer.
Price wise, the free
range chooks meet the
market and while in some
instances they may be
priced slightly above the
competition, the team believes the premium is justified thanks to the higher
standards of welfare and
biosecurity afforded to
the birds.
All those involved in Elgin Valley understand the

importance of differentiating the premium free
range chickens from conventional chooks and as
such the free range birds
are always processed first
at Mount Cotton, with a
30-minute break before
conventional bird processing begins to ensure
total segregation.
In terms of feed, of
course the Elgin Valley
birds are fed a special
blend of wheat, sorghum,
canola and soybeans free
from antibiotic growth
promotants, preservatives
and added growth hormones, as well as whatever else they can find
while safely free roaming
in the yards.
With several new farms
in the Redlands soon to

come on-line and production capacity set to
increase accordingly, expect to be seeing a lot
more Elgin Valley Free
Range-branded product
in retailers near you.
Also keep an eye out in
coming editions of National Poultry Newspaper for coverage on the

expansion and a more
up-close look through
the Elgin Valley operation to see exactly how
the brand is doing things
differently and standing
head and shoulders above
the crowd.
For any more information, visit elginvalleyfre
erange.com.au
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Engaging with educators
and eating insects
☛ from P1

so the Moo Baa Munch
agricultural event in Toowoomba.
This event is very well
organised and provides
an opportunity for all
school levels to engage
with the broader agricultural industry.
This event enabled us to
team up with farmers and
representatives from both
chicken meat and eggs
and the Queensland Department of Agriculture.
We had great feedback
from teachers and students who enjoyed the
activities we had on offer.

We also enjoyed some
curly questions like “why
is a chicken naked?” and
“how does an egg get fertilised?”
Of course, we referred
those questions back to
the teachers!
Finally, last month I attended the National Primary Industries Animal
Welfare RD&E Forum at
Melbourne University.
This annual meeting
provides a snapshot of
welfare research happening across all agricultural
industries.
There were presentations on a wide array of

welfare concerns, but
what struck me most was
a talk given by a pork
producer.
This presentation described how the producer
has integrated some great
science to overcome welfare concerns and how
the business intends to
approach science and
welfare in the future.
This talk highlighted
improving welfare as an
‘opportunity’ rather than
an issue that needs to be
dealt with.
This positive attitude
is one to be commended and a viewpoint that

would help our industry
face many of our current
welfare challenges.
I would like to take
this opportunity to wish
everyone a great festive
season and a happy new
year.
We at Poultry Hub Australia have had a great
year and look forward to
next year and the many
exciting programs we
have kicking off such as
‘meet the farmer’.
If you would like to
get involved or have any
ideas to share with us,
please contact us at poul
tryhub@une.edu.au

Attendees of Power Trip 2018.

Supporting our young rural women
to reach their leadership potential
THE Department of
Agriculture and Water
Resources was pleased
to be able to support 18
young rural women to
attend the Country to
Canberra ‘Power Trip’
leadership program recently.
Deputy secretary Ms
Cindy Briscoe said the
program
connected
young women with influential leaders and
mentors and helped
them gain leadership
skills to take back to
their communities.
“Country to Canberra
has empowered young
rural women for the past
four years, providing education, leadership and
mentoring opportunities
to regional, rural and remote teenage girls,” Ms
Briscoe said.
“Supporting Country
to Canberra is pivotal
to providing rich opportunities for young rural
women to connect with
industry and government during a critical

stage of their education.
“This is the second
year the department has
supported this program
for these young women
to promote issues affecting youth, education,
rural communities and
primary industries to the
Australian Government.
“We recognise some of
the barriers these young
women
experience,
from distance to time
and funding, which can
create significant challenges for these students

from education to career
opportunities.
“We wish the winners
all the best during their
time in Canberra and
look forward to building
key partnerships with
them in the near future.”
The Department of
Agriculture and Water Resources provided
more than $11,000 towards the program this
year.
For more information,
visit countrytocanberra.
com.au

Focused networking under way at Country to
Canberra 2018. Photo: Alexandra Gartmann

Black soldier fly larvae.

POULTRY RENDERING
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transportation from farm and processing services for spent birds from
New South Wales, Southern Queensland and Victoria.
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WA eggs shattered
WITH feed grain input
costs at horror highs and
supermarkets savaging
suppliers, even the big,
established players in
Western Australia’s egg
industry are struggling
to crack a smile, as they
watch, typically helplessly, as turnover tips
and profits plunge.

Golden Eggs MD Peter Bell says the current trading
period is the worst he’s ever experienced.

The growing number
of imported eggs on WA
supermarket shelves is
threatening the viability
of an already struggling
local industry, egg producers are warning, according to a recent report
on ABC WA Country
Hour by Richard Hudson and Joanna Prendergast: “It’s a difficult
time for producers who
say they’re grappling
with higher feed costs,
lower prices, uncertainty
around industry standards and now increasing
competition from interstate suppliers.”
Golden Eggs, WA’s
largest egg producer and
marketer, whose farms
daily produce about one

Cant
Comment
by BRENDON CANT

million eggs in free range
and caged systems, is
feeling the pinch, with
managing director Peter Bell telling the ABC
WA’s egg industry is under immense pressure.
“We recently lost a
contract to supply eggs
to Coles, which is now
bringing a lot of free
range and caged eggs
into WA from the eastern
states,” he said.
It is understood Woolworths is still largely supporting WA egg producers, as is Aldi.
“I’ve been involved in

Ian Wilson, Fremantle Egg Co and Peter Bell, Golden Eggs, have spent their lives in the WA egg industry and
both have never seen it tougher.

egg production all my life
and this is the toughest
period I’ve been through,”
Mr Bell said, explaining
that the pressure to switch
from caged to free range
systems had led to an oversupply in Australia.
“In this transition period, there has been an
increase in free range egg
production, but no real
decrease in the number
of caged or barn laid eggs
appearing on supermarket shelves.”
Coles would not disclose to the ABC how
many of its free range
and caged eggs sold in
WA supermarkets were
from WA.
In a written statement,
however, Coles said it
supported WA farmers
and regularly sourced
fresh produce from WA
for sale in other states.
“The majority of eggs
sold by Coles in WA are
sourced from WA farmers,” it said.
“Coles reduced the
price of Coles brand free
range eggs nationally in
June 2017.”
Joseph Sacca of Forrestdale Farm Fresh Eggs,
who has been a commercial caged egg producer
for almost 30 years, told
the ABC that when he began in the industry he was
receiving $2 a dozen, but
recently he received $1.20.
“We can’t increase our
prices because supermarkets request prices below
last year’s prices, and you
can’t go below last year’s
prices,” Sacca said.
It’s impossible.
“They’re treating the
egg industry like they did

the milk industry.
“There’s not much you
can do.
“I know that for some
of the people who supply
the industry now, they’ve
got to be careful not to
complain because if they
complain their contract is
cancelled.”
Mr Sacca said industry
needed clear direction
over what type of eggs
would be supported by
supermarkets and governments.
Nonetheless, he has
taken what he called the
risk of investing in enrichment cages, but said it
was very expensive.
He had already spent
$11.5 million dollars to
fully renovate the whole
farm to current government standards.
Golden Eggs’ Mr Bell
agreed it was a difficult
decision to make.
“As far as I know, Joe
Sacca is the first egg
producer in Australia to
invest in enriched cages,
but some supermarkets
and animal rights groups
are saying they’re still
cages so they’re not acceptable,” he told ABC.
Record high feed prices
on the back of the drought
in the eastern states is
adding to the pressure on
egg farmers’ margins.
Egg Farmers of Australia Chief Executive John
Dunn said eastern states
eggs on WA supermarket
shelves would damage the
WA egg industry, which
produces about 8 percent
of Australia’s eggs.
“If it continues I’d suggest it has the capacity to
compound what’s already
occurring,” he said.
“Some farms are facing the very real prospect
of shutting down and if
egg farmers in WA continue to have the market
flooded with eggs from
the east then I’d say the
risk of farms closing is
increased tenfold.
“It’s a lot of farms, a lot
of eggs and it’s also a lot
of jobs.
“All those things would
be on the line.”
Mr Dunn said supermarkets and egg farmers
could work more collaboratively and the industry
had recently called for an
egg price increase.
“If there is an egg farmer making money right
now, I haven’t met them,”
he said.
Egg Farmers of Australia is the national producer
representative body, representing about 85 per-

cent of egg farmers.
It is voluntarily funded
by industry and in the
wake of the drought and
high prices contributions
have dried up.
Mr Dunn said this
meant the group could
not afford to retain his
role and that of administrative assistant Angela
Griffin.
However, he said the
organisation was determined to retain its role in
lobbying government and
representing industry, but
this would now be done
by the member board.
“What makes hard
times harder is when solutions are really limited
and that’s the situation
that makes this a genuine
crisis,” he said.
“No one controls the
rainfall that comes out
of the sky, but everything
in every person’s pantry
relies on that occurring
on a regular basis.
“This drought can’t be
fixed and the pressures
on farmers will continue
for some time.”
Fremantle Egg Company’s Ian Wilson, a fourthgeneration egg producer at
Munster, just south of Fremantle in WA, says chicken feed is costing him an
additional $1600 every 10
days, compared with the
same time last year.
“I’d say it’s as tough
as it has ever been at
the minute,” Ian told the
ABC.
“Getting margins from
the bigger retailers is
very hard – they’re shareholder-driven and unfortunately it comes back to
the farmers to bear the
brunt of a lot of the cost
savings they make.
“This is the highest
we’ve ever had to pay
for feed.
“When there has been
any price hikes in the
past it has never been to
this level.
“There is definitely a
point where you can’t
wear the cut in profit any
longer and we have to put
the prices up otherwise
we can’t pay our creditors.”
Fremantle Egg Company produces about
12,000 eggs a day from
its 14,000 Hyline Brown
hens, which lay for about
70 weeks, before being
turned over, many going
to comfortable backyard
homes to enjoy ‘semiretirement’.
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Kemin’s Feedmill Salmonella Control Programme
Safely protect your feedstuffs and animal populations from Salmonella contamination with Sal CURB™ and FormaXOL™.
Kemin delivers technical expertise and support, laboratory testing services, application engineering solutions, and safety training to
meet your needs. Trust Kemin and Sal CURB and FormaXOL to become a key part of your comprehensive pathogen control program.

NPN would like to
thank all advertisers,
producers and contributors
for their support in 2018.
We also wish everyone
a safe and merry Christmas
and happy New Year.

www.kemin.com/ap_sal_curb
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Litter beetle control
THE litter beetle, also
known as lesser mealworm and black beetle,
is a common insect pest
of poultry farms Australia-wide.
It is capable of carrying
and transmitting a number
of diseases of significance
to poultry and can cause
considerable damage to
insulation and cladding,
leading to increased energy costs and repair bills.
Chickens cannot digest
the hard exoskeleton of
the beetle, which, in high
enough numbers, can
physically obstruct the intestinal tract and slow the
passage of feed.
Life cycle
The life cycle of the litter beetle ranges from five
to eight weeks.
All life stages can be
found in the litter of the

Vet’s
View
by ROD JENNER

poultry houses.
Larvae hatch and grow
over a 40 to 60-day period, then burrow into
the floor, ground or other
suitable material (such as
insulation) for seven to 12
days to pupate.
Litter beetles can develop large populations
within poultry sheds.
A population of litter

beetles has been recorded
to be as dense as 1000
beetles per square metre
inside broiler houses.
Using the typical house
size in Australia of 15m
wide by 150m long, the
total house population can
be as large as 2.2 million.
Biosecurity risk
Litter beetles are known
vectors of a wide range of
poultry pathogens, including Marek’s disease, IBD,
NDV, AI, ILT, salmonella
and campylobacter, and
are able to transmit these
pathogens over a wide
range as they migrate
from shed to shed.
Poultry readily consume both adult beetles
and mealworms, thereby
becoming infected with
pathogens.
They can therefore play
a vital role in the spread or
carry-over of significant
disease-causing agents.
Control of litter beetle
infestations
The control of litter beetle is based primarily on
spraying insecticide during the cleanout process.
All currently available
insecticides rely on direct
contact with the insect, so
the method of application
is very important in order
to achieve good success
with chemicals.
Clay floors pose a particular problem due to
the burrowing activity of
the pupating mealworm,
which takes it out of reach
of contact.
It’s important that an
insecticide has some residual activity so when
the adult beetle emerges,
there is still active chemical present.
Historically, a number
of classes of insecticides
have been successful in
eradication of infestations, but resistance to
chemicals is a common
occurrence.
Resistance to fenitrothion and cyfluthrin
in Australian populations

has been demonstrated
and has led to the introduction of new-generation
insecticides.
Preventing resistance
Management and prevention of resistance in
litter beetle populations is
a vital part of a successful
control program.
Resistance
arises
through the overuse or
misuse of an insecticide
against a pest species and
results in the selection of
resistant forms of the pest
and the consequent evolution of populations resistant to that insecticide.
Insecticide resistance
management strategies
seek to minimise the selection for resistance to
any one group of insecticide.
This requires an understanding of insecticides
because they are grouped
according to similarity of
mode of action in controlling insects.
Mode of action refers to
the biochemical pathways
that are disrupted in the
insect by exposure to the
chemical.
Rotation of MOA
groups
When choosing which
insecticide to use, it is important to look at the MoA
group of the insecticide.
The MOA group is always clearly stated on the
label.
Resistance development
occurs between chemicals
within the same group, but
not between MOA groups.
Prolonged use with a
single MOA group will
inevitably lead to the development of resistance to
that group, rendering it
ineffective.
In order to overcome
this problem, rotation of
chemicals between groups
is very important.
This breaks the cycle of
resistance development
and returns the population of beetles back to a
susceptible state.
Most of the insecticides
registered for use against
litter beetles fall in the
MOA 3A group, with the
exception being spinosad,
which is a MOA Group 5
chemical.
An annual rotation with
spinosad between batches
of chickens is a very important step in a long-term
beetle management strategy.

Providing professional engineering services for the poultry industry
46 Anna St, Beaudesert QLD

07 5541 3500
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Right time to reflect on 2018
AS a nation, we rarely
stop to consider how important the agriculture
sector and our farmers
are to the foundations of
society.
Whether it’s growing
safe and nutritious food,
fibre and foliage for the
country and a rising global population; protecting
the environment and providing land stewardship;
helping even up the ledger
in our balance of payments; or creating muchneeded jobs in regional
and rural communities.
As 2018 draws to a close
and we look to the new
year, it is timely to reflect
on some successes, challenges and future actions.
The recent National Agriculture Day is a good
initiative because it gives
everyone the chance to reflect on the pivotal role
agriculture has played in
the country’s history, celebrate its successes, recognise the challenges and
resolve to work towards
its bright future.
The headline numbers
proudly boast around
85,000 agricultural businesses across the country
directly employing over

by TRAVIS TOBIN
CEO

300,000 people and serving as a $60 billion economic pillar.
Looking at the poultry
industries, 530 chicken
meat businesses managed
a national flock of over
90 million birds and were
responsible for supplying
Australian consumers’
meat of choice, with about
49kg consumed per person last year.
Chicken has never been
more affordable than it
is now, with the industry
continuing to make significant efficiency and
productivity improvements.
Additionally, 2018 was
a record-breaking year
for egg production, with
6.2 billion eggs produced – that’s 16.9 mil-

lion eggs every day.
This number is a massive 54 percent increase
from 10 years ago, and
today average egg consumption is 245 eggs per
person, per year.
National Agriculture
Day is also an opportunity
to educate the public by
recognising the challenges and resolving to work
towards fixing them.
For the poultry in-

dustries, the protracted
drought has presented
some tough times, with
massive increases in the
cost of feed supplies.
For most consumers, the
impact of drought on agriculture means dry dams,
bare paddocks and hungry
stock.
So, few would appreciate the direct correlation
sustained high feed costs
have on the long-term
profitability of intensive
animal businesses.
Indeed, current state and
federal drought policies
do not demonstrate an understanding of the different business models that
operate within the sector
either, and government
support
arrangements
largely focus on the visual
impacts of drought.
The drought has increased the public’s

awareness of the vagaries
of life on the land and
consumers have generally
responded with more conscious decisions about the
produce they buy.
As the cost of production and inputs increase,
agriculture must make a
concerted effort to continue educating consumers
about breaking the barrier
between ethical intent and
behaviour.
Habitually buying local produce and paying
a fair price for it is the
best way Queensland
consumers can support
farmers.
By doing so, they will
continue to play an active
role in helping to build
more resilient, sustainable farming businesses
when it rains and ensure
a bright future for Australian agriculture.

George the Farmer got involved in National Agriculture
Day.

Gen Y turns a blind
eye to food and
fibre production
SHOCKING new statistics have revealed that
young Australians aged
18-29 are the most likely
to say they don’t care at
all how their food and
fibre is grown.
The 2018 National Agriculture Day Poll conducted by TEG Insights has
found that almost a quarter (23 percent) of people
in this age range say they
don’t care at all how their
food and fibre is grown.
This figure is 8 percent
higher than for Australians aged 30-49.
The AgDay Poll is commissioned annually by the
National Farmers’ Federation to gauge the community’s connection to the
farm sector.
NFF CEO Tony Mahar
said the apathy displayed
by 18 to 29 year olds is
cause for concern.
“This is meant to be a
demographic with a deep
social conscience, yet almost one in four couldn’t
care less how the food
they put in their mouths
is grown,” Mr Mahar said.
“While some might say
this is a credit to the quality, safety and abundance
of food and fibre we
produce in Australia, it’s
troubling that as a country
we’re growing increasingly disconnected from
life’s essentials.”
The AgDay Poll also
found that more than half
(52 percent) of 18-29 year
olds felt disconnected
with farming and uninformed about the industry.
This is unsurprising perhaps, given 65 percent had

not had any contact with a
single farmer in the past
12 months.
“We have to do a better
job at getting in front of
the community and having an open and honest
conversation about what
we do,” Mr Mahar said.
“Otherwise we risk seeing generations of Australians with no understanding of where their
food and fibre comes
from.”
The poll findings coincided with National Agriculture Day on November
21 – an awareness campaign led by the NFF to
highlight the farm sector’s
contribution.
“This year, we celebrated AgDay under the
theme ‘Grow for Good’,”
Mr Mahar said.
“It’s all about highlighting the progress our industry is making each
year by farming smarter
and more sustainably.
“There is a great story
to tell about Australian
agriculture.
“Whether it’s strengthening communities by
providing jobs, growing
more food and fibre to
meet surging demand or
taking better care of our
planet – each year we’re
improving what we do,
and making the world a
better place to live.”
The public was encouraged to wear green to support our farmers and take
a moment to share the
‘Grow for Good’ message
on social media, using the
hashtags #GrowforGood
and #AgDayAU.
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spray one step
ahead of E. coli
Help stop disease before it stops you. Poulvac
E. coli is the only commercially available modiﬁed
live vaccine that helps prevent disease caused by
E. coli in chickens. Help your birds before they
need it with Poulvac E. coli.

For more information please contact your local Zoetis representative or Customer Service on 1800 022 442.
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138. © 2017 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. www.zoetis.com.au ZL0821
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Daniel Jalalaty, Game Farm, Julie Rynksi, Customer
Executive Regional & Agribusiness, NAB and Armenio
Bento, Game Farm.

Armenio Bento and Daniel Jalalaty.

Game bird producer highlighted
INNOVATIVE Mandalong game producer
Game Farm was highlighted at the 2019 NAB
Agribusiness Calendar
launch in Toowoomba
recently for having

achieved extraordinary
growth and results in
agribusinesses.
Game Farm founder Armenio Bento spoke in a
panel discussion at the
launch, and the business

features in the 2019 NAB
Agribusiness Calendar.
Game Farm
Furniture maker and
Portuguese immigrant
Armenio Bento began
breeding game from an
aviary in his Bondi Junction backyard in 1973 as
a hobby.
After a devastating fire
that destroyed his entire
furniture warehouse, he
decided to build his game
hobby into big business
and by 1986 Bento had
created Australia’s first
fully automated game
bird processing plant.
It was a gamble that
paid off: Game Farm has
grown into one of the
southern hemisphere’s

biggest game bird producers.
Now, with Bento’s sonin-law Scott Evans as
CEO, the company’s biggest innovation has been
travelling the world to
build a global alliance
through which members
share best practice to create global benchmarks,
improving efficiency and
quality.
In 2019, Game Farm
will launch a state-ofthe art production facility in Mandalong, NSW,
boosting growth through
technology that aims to
improve hatchability by
up to 20 percent.
www.ga mefa r m.com.
au

Applications open for
AgriFutures Chicken
Meat Program Advisory
Panel Chair position
AGRIFUTURES Australia is seeking applications from suitably
qualified individuals for
the position of Chair of
the AgriFutures Chicken Meat Program Advisory Panel.
The Advisory Panel
consists of people with
a range of skills and experience in the research,
farming and processing
sectors of the chicken
meat industry, together
with a representative
from AgriFutures Australia.
The Panel, in partnership with AgriFutures
Australia, provides recommendations on the
allocation of research,
development and extension funding for the AgriFutures Chicken Meat
Program and meets, on
average, four times per
year either in person or
via teleconference.
Members of the Panel
will be recompensed for
their services to AgriFutures Australia at rates
determined by the Commonwealth’s Remuneration Tribunal.
Please note that Advisory Panels do not hold
financial delegations.
Panel members are entitled to sitting fees for
meetings and travel expenses.
As Chair of the AgriFutures Chicken Meat Advi-
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sory Panel you will:
• Work closely with the
AgriFutures Australia
Program Manager in the
development of meeting
agendas and reporting of
meetings to the Advisory
Panel members;
• Chair effective panel
meetings that support an
open and transparent decision-making process in
accordance with the AgriFutures Australia procurement processes; and
• Ensure the strategic
direction of the AgriFutures Chicken Meat Program is maintained as per
the Chicken Meat Program Five Year RD&E
Plan 2014-2019.
How to apply
Applicants are required
to complete the application form, skills matrix
and attach their CV (no
longer than three pages)
via the online application
system at agrifutures.
com.au
As part of the application process, applicants
will be required to outline relevant experience
in the Australian agricultural sector and expected
contribution to the Advisory Panel.
Submissions close Tuesday, December 18, 2018.
For more information,
contact Research & Innovation General Manager
Michael Beer on 02 6923
6915 or michael.beer@
agrifutures.com.au

www.poultrynews.com.au

It’s not about
what came ﬁrst.
It’s about what
comes next.
For over 50 years, Australia’s egg farmers
have trusted SBA’s quality layers to keep their
egg supply moving. We’re Australia’s largest
specialist supplier for a reason: our genetically
superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old
chicks and point-of-lay pullets are bred in the
world’s most advanced facilities. And we are
still investing in superior biosecurity, logistics
and genetics to protect the future of our food
security – and support your farm at every
stage, from chicken to egg.
With SBA as your production partner, you can
have conﬁdence in what comes next.

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU

www.poultrynews.com.au
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Starter diet (1-14 d)

Ingredient

Grower diet (15-35 d)

T1

T2

T3

T4

T1

T2

T3

T4

Corn

55.91

55.96

55.91

55.96

57.90

57.96

57.90

57.96

SBM 48%

33.65

33.65

33.65

33.65

28.17

28.16

28.17

28.16

Palm oil

3.04

3.08

3.04

3.08

4.98

5.01

4.98

5.01

Wheat bran

3.00

3.00

3.00

3.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

5.00

DCP

1.876

1.876

1.876

1.876

1.66

1.66

1.66

1.66

Ca Carbonate

0.840

0.840

0.840

0.840

0.94

0.94

0.94

0.94

Soda bicarb

0.294

0.294

0.294

0.294

0.250

0.252

0.250

0.252

Salt

0.215

0.212

0.215

0.212

0.248

0.247

0.248

0.247

DL-Met

0.350

0.264

0.260

0.179
0.260

0.179

L-Met

0.350

0.264

L-Lysine HCl

0.290

0.290

0.290

0.290

0.186

0.186

0.186

0.186

L-Threonine

0.135

0.132

0.135

0.132

0.080

0.080

0.080

0.080

Valine

0.100

0.100

0.100

0.100

0.026

0.026

0.026

0.026

Vitamin mix

0.100

0.100

0.100

0.100

0.100

0.100

0.100

0.100

Mineral mix

0.150

0.150

0.150

0.150

0.150

0.150

0.150

0.150

Choline Chloride

0.050

0.050

0.050

0.050

0.050

0.050

0.050

0.050

Calculated nutrient composition
ME (Kcal/Kg)

2950

2950

2950

2950

3050

3050

3050

3050

CP (%)

21.22

21.17

21.22

21.17

18.87

18.82

18.87

18.82

EE (%)

6.44

6.48

6.44

6.48

8.55

8.59

8.55

8.59

Fiber (%)

3.54

3.54

3.54

3.54

3.46

3.46

3.46

3.46

Calcium (%)

0.92

0.92

0.92

0.92

0.89

0.89

0.89

0.89

Avail. P (%)

0.44

0.44

0.44

0.44

0.40

0.40

0.40

0.40

Dig. Lysine (%)

1.24

1.24

1.24

1.24

1.03

1.03

1.03

1.03

Dig. Met (%)

0.60

0.53

0.60

0.53

0.50

0.42

0.50

0.42

Dig. M+C (%)

0.91

0.82

0.91

0.82

0.77

0.69

0.77

0.69

Dig. Thr (%)

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.79

0.67

0.67

0.67

0.67

Dig. Trp (%)

0.23

0.23

0.23

0.23

0.20

0.20

0.20

0.20

Dig. Arg (%)

1.28

1.28

1.28

1.28

1.14

1.14

1.14

1.14

Table 1: Composition of starter and grower diets (percentage) supplemented with varying levels of DL-Met and
L-Met (trial one).

Ingredient

Starter diet
T1

T2

T3

T4

It’s the exact same
thing… only different
METHIONINE is an essential amino acid as it is
not naturally synthesised
by the animal, and therefore must be consumed
in the diet.
Over the past five decades, drastic improvements have been made in
relation to amino acids for
optimal lean deposition
and feed efficiency, and
Met has been found to
play a pivotal role in this
process.
There are different
commercial Met sources
available in the animal
feed industry, namely DLmethionine, methionine
hydroxy analogue and
recently L-methionine
has been made available,
with higher bioavailability claims compared to
DL-Met.
Earlier studies of Baker
(1994; 2006) have repeatedly found 100 percent
bioefficacy for both DLMet and L-Met in broilers.
Recent research studies
also confirmed the claims
of previous reports.
Physiological studies
with broilers showed no
evidence of a difference in
metabolic footprint of LMet compared to DL-Met.
However, L-Met manufacturers continue to
claim improved relative
bioavailability and introduced L-Met Pro (L-Met
90 percent) to replace DL-

Grower diet
T5

T6

T1

T2

T3

T4

T5

T6

Corn

642

642

642

642

642

642

702

702

702

702

702

702

SBM HiPro

311

311

311

311

311

311

246

246

246

246

246

246

Soy Oil

0.5

0.5

0.5

0.5

0.5

0.5

13

13

13

13

13

13

DCP

22.30

22.30

22.30

22.30

22.30

22.30

18.15

18.15

18.15

18.15

18.15

18.15

Ca carbonate

8.70

8.70

8.70

8.70

8.70

8.70

7.75

7.75

7.75

7.75

7.75

7.75

Salt

2.12

2.12

2.12

2.12

2.12

2.12

2.33

2.33

2.33

2.33

2.33

2.33

Soda Bicarb

2.25

2.25

2.25

2.25

2.25

2.25

2.01

2.01

2.01

2.01

2.01

2.01

DL-Met

3.00

L-Met

2.85
3.00

2.70
2.85

2.28
2.70

2.17
2.28

2.05
2.17

2.05

L-Lys HCl

2.44

2.44

2.44

2.44

2.44

2.44

1.79

1.79

1.79

1.79

1.79

1.79

L-Thr

0.86

0.86

0.86

0.86

0.86

0.86

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

Valine

0.61

0.61

0.61

0.61

0.61

0.61

0.07

0.07

0.07

0.07

0.07

0.07

Vitamin mix

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

Mineral mix

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

Choline chloride

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

Coccidiostat

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

0.50

Toxin binder

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

Probiotic

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

Calculated nutrient composition
ME (Kcal/Kg)

3000

3000

3000

3000

3000

3000

3150

3150

3150

3150

3150

3150

CP (%)

22.12

22.12

22.12

22.12

22.12

22.12

19.11

19.11

19.11

19.11

19.11

19.11

Dig. Lysine (%)

1.22

1.22

1.22

1.22

1.22

1.22

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

1.00

Dig. M+C (%)

0.89

0.89

0.875

0.875

0.86

0.86

0.76

0.76

0.749

0.749

0.737

0.737

Dig. Thr (%)

0.78

0.78

0.78

0.78

0.78

0.78

0.65

0.65

0.65

0.65

0.65

0.65

Dig. Val (%)

0.97

0.97

0.97

0.97

0.97

0.97

0.80

0.80

0.80

0.80

0.80

0.80

Dig. Isoleu (%)

0.83

0.83

0.83

0.83

0.83

0.83

0.71

0.71

0.71

0.71

0.71

0.71

Dig. Trp (%)

0.22

0.22

0.22

0.22

0.22

0.22

0.17

0.17

0.17

0.17

0.17

0.17

Calcium (%)

0.90

0.90

0.90

0.90

0.90

0.90

0.76

0.76

0.76

0.76

0.76

0.76

Avail. P (%)

0.45

0.45

0.45

0.45

0.45

0.45

0.38

0.38

0.38

0.38

0.38

0.38

Met at a 1:1 ratio.
With this background,
two studies were conducted in Malaysia and India
respectively with the following objectives:
• Evaluate the comparative efficacy of DL-Met
and L-Met as a source
of supplemental methionine in diets on growth
performance and carcass
traits of commercial broiler chickens.
• Examine the effects
of replacing supplemental
DL-Met and L-Met at 100,
95 and 90 percent levels
on broiler performance.
Feeding trials – trial
one
This study was done in
collaboration with University Putra Malaysia.
A total of 560 day-old
male Cobb 500 broiler
chicks were randomly
distributed into four treatment groups with seven
replicates per treatment
and 20 chicks per replicate in an open-sided
poultry house.
DL-Met and L-Met as
supplemental Met source
and dietary methionine
plus cysteine requirements of 100 percent and
90 percent (2x2 factorial
arrangement) formed the
four treatment groups.
Corn-soy-based basal
diets were formulated to
meet the ideal amino acid
recommendations according to AMINOChick 2.0
(Table 1).
Based on the industry
standards, the levels of digestible lysine and M+C
in starter phase (0-14 d)
was maintained at 1.24
and 0.91 percent respectively and the same for
grower phase (15-35 d)
was 1.03 and 0.77 percent
respectively.
Performance and carcass parameters data were
analysed using the randomised complete design
following GLM procedure
of SAS (1996), with each
pen being the experimental unit.
The means of the treatments were analysed in a
2x2 factorial design and
compared by Duncan’s
multiple range test for
any significant difference
(P<0.05)
Trial two
This feeding trial was
steered at the research facility of Agrivet Consultancy Pvt Ltd, India.
Straight run flock of 720
Vencobb 400Y broiler
chickens were randomly
distributed into six treatment groups.
The treatment groups

included DL-Met and LMet as supplemental Met
source, with each source
supplemented at 100 percent, 95 percent and 90
percent levels.
Distribution of the
chicks among the treatments and between the
pens was done following
a completely randomised
design.
Each treatment group
consisted of 12 replicate
pens with 10 chicks per
replicate.
The chicks were raised
on deep litter composed
of sawdust and paddy
straw.
Birds were fed with
starter (1-21 d) and grower
(22-42 d) mash diets.
Ingredient and nutrient
composition of the experimental diets are presented
in Table 2.
All diets were formulated following the ideal protein ratio using standardised ileal digestible AA
requirement of the birds.
Accordingly, digestible
Lys content was maintained at 1.22 and 1.0 in
the starter and grower diets, whereas the rest of the
AA were fixed using the
Evonik SID ratio in corresponding diets.
Metabolisable energy
values were maintained
at 3000 and 3150kcal/kg
in the starter and grower
diets respectively.
Results – trial one
Growth performance
and carcass parameters of
broiler chickens are presented in Table 3.
Body weight gain and
feed conversion ratio were
not significantly different
between the treatments.
However, there was a
strong tendency (P=0.08)
towards higher FCR when
the M+C levels were 90
percent of the recommendation, irrespective of the
Met source.
There was no significant difference among
the treatments on carcass
weight, dressing percentage and breast yield (percentage), irrespective of
the source and levels of
Met.
The similar performance observed with DLMet and L-Met could be
partially explained by the
comparable intestinal uptake or the transport kinetics for D and L isomers
of Met (Zheng et al, 1994).
Similarly, at the tissue
level, the capacity of the
enzymes oxidase and
transaminase to convert
☛ continued P11

Table 2: Ingredient and nutrient composition of starter and grower diets (kg/MT; trial two).
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Met sources

FI (g)

BW (g)

FCR

Liveability (%)

EPI

DL-Met

3665

2218

1.65

98.1

308

L-Met

3667

2229

1.64

98.2

311

3667

2224

1.65ab

98.5

310

95

3652

2225

1.64b

98.6

312

90

3678

2221

1.66a

97.3

305

M+C levels
(%)

BWG (g)

FCR

Carcass
weight (g)

Dressing
(%)

Breast
yield (%)

100

1838

1.63

1404

70.18

36.68

90

1827

1.67

1368

69.58

35.20

100

1833

1.65

1375

69.94

35.74

Levels of supplemental Met (%)

90

1842

1.68

1360

69.40

36.01

100

7.66

0.01

12.72

0.25

0.26

DL-Met

L-Met
Pooled SEM
Met type

Met source

P value

DL-Met

1832

1.65

1386

69.88

35.94

Met source

0.88

0.31

0.09

0.86

0.26

L-Met

1837

1.67

1367

69.67

35.87

Levels of supplemental Met

0.34

0.95

0.03

0.18

0.09

Met source x
level

0.96

0.92

0.55

0.55

0.44

M+C level (%)
100

1835

1.64

1390

70.06

35.94

90

1834

1.68

1364

69.49

35.87

Met source

0.73

0.39

0.48

0.69

0.90

Met level

0.95

0.08

0.32

0.27

0.24

Met source x level

0.54

0.79

0.70

0.94

0.09

Table 4: Performance of Vencobb 400Y broiler chickens fed DL-Met or L-Met at
different supplemental levels (0-42 d). a-b Means within a column with no common
superscript differ (p<0.05).

P value

Visit our website to view the
current edition as a digital ﬂip book
or to download a PDF.
www.poultrynews.com.au

Table 3: Performance parameters of Cobb 500 male broilers fed different Met sources and levels (0-35 d).

It’s the exact same
thing… only different
☛ from P10

D-Met to L-Met is not
rate limiting (Brachet and
Puigserver, 1992).
At requirement or asymptote levels (90-100
percent), it is improbable
to detect any difference in
performance with either
of the Met sources.
Trial two
Results of the study revealed that none of the
performance parameters
showed any interaction effects between Met
sources and levels of Met
supplementation (Table
4).
Met sources or supplemental levels of Met did
not affect feed intake.
Similar trends were observed for body weight
during the entire experimental period.
In fact, BW variations
between the treatment
groups and within the
groups were too small
to cause any discernible
statistical difference in
results.
However, levels of Met
supplementation had a
significant effect on FCR
(P<0.05), with 90 percent
Met levels showing higher
FCR compared to 95 percent.
Liveability and production efficiency were similar across Met source and
supplemental levels.
Carcass traits of slaughtered birds showed no
main or interaction effects
for relative organ weights
expressed as percentage
of live weight.
However, breast and
thigh yield percentage
showed significant interaction between Met
source and levels of supplemental Met (data not
shown).
Breast meat yield was
lower by 10 percent when
levels of supplemental LMet were reduced from

100 to 90 percent.
However, at highest inclusion level of DL-Met,
thigh yield was shown to
be reduced from 11.2 to
9.5 percent, which seems
to be an artefact rather
than a dietary treatment
effect.
In animal feeding studies, effect of 5-10 percent
differences in supplemental Met cannot be shown,
as biological variation of
birds, feed and analytics
will mask and hinder such
differentiation.
Tipton et al (1966) quoting a review article from
Almquist (1965) summarised the literature data
concerned with the nutritional values of the isomers reported in the past.
In general, the researchers who have found the
isomers to be essentially
equal have used practical
type rations containing
intact protein as the main
source of protein.
Those who have reported L-Met to be better
utilised than D-Met have
used purified diets, were
working with unphysiological dosage levels or
the diet contained large
loads of the D-isomers of
the AAs.
In conclusion, together
with the recent growth
performance studies in
broilers, the fact that Met
isomers are transported
and absorbed essentially
at the same rate at the
intestinal level, coupled
with efficient enzymatic
conversation of D isomer
to L form at the tissue
level, validates the claim
that DL-Met and L-Met
are nutritionally the same.
www.evon i k.com /a n i
mal-nutrition
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Grant to improve poultry production worldwide
THROUGHOUT Africa, chickens are vital to
family nourishment, income and food security.

its work improving poultry production in Africa and throughout the
world.
UC Davis geneticist and
the animal science professor leading the international multidisciplinary
team Huaijun Zhou said,
“This project will help
protect chickens from
deadly Newcastle disease
in areas where poultry
vaccinations are not feasible, as well as boost the
effectiveness of vaccinations.”
“Increasing the production of chickens and eggs
can have a dramatic impact on nourishment and
livelihoods in poor, rural
communities.”
Small, backyard flocks
are a staple for households

But African poultry
production is threatened
by an extremely virulent
Newcastle disease virus
that can decimate entire
flocks within days.
UC Davis researchers
are leading an international effort to identify genes
crucial to breeding chickens with enhanced resistance to Newcastle disease
and heat stress.
Their project – the Feed
the Future Innovation
Lab for Genomics to Improve Poultry – recently
received a $US5 million award from the US
Agency for International
Development to continue

in developing countries
and provide the income
and sustenance families
need to survive.
Raising
indigenous
chickens is a relatively
minor investment compared to cattle, goats and
other livestock because
birds scavenge for food
and live outdoors without
housing.
Indigenous chickens are
predominantly raised by
women and children.
“Eggs are an almost
complete protein, rich in
both macro and micronutrients, including essential
fatty acids, choline, vitamins A and B12, which
are usually deficient in
poor families and not all
available in other foods,”
Zhou said.

“Chicken meat and eggs
are crucial to helping protect children from stunting and other forms of
malnutrition.”
Devastating Newcastle
disease
Newcastle disease is the
number-one avian virus
on the continent.
It’s highly contagious
and kills about 750 million chickens annually in
Africa alone.
The disease is controlled
through vaccinations in
the US and other developed countries, but many
families in rural villages
don’t have access to reliable vaccines.
Zhou and his team
are using genetics and
genomics to improve
host immunity to New-

castle disease infection.
“We’re working to identify chicken genes and genetic markers associated
with resistance to Newcastle disease and heat
stress, as well as genetic
markers related to egg
production and growth
rate,” Zhou said.
“This genomic approach
won’t replace vaccinations, but rather complement them by providing
enhanced immunity.”
One of the most difficult
aspects of the project is
disease and heat resistance, as well as production and growth rate, are
complex traits, which
means they are controlled
by many genes working
together.
“Each gene involved

tends to contribute a
small genetic effect, making them hard to detect,”
Zhou said.
“It’s a tremendous challenge.”
The Feed the Future Innovation Lab for Genomics to Improve Poultry
was launched in 2013 with
a $6 million award from
USAID.
With this new fiveyear, $5 million award,
the team will continue to
home in on genes of interest.
“We have already identified hundreds of genetic markers associated
with Newcastle disease
resistance and heat resilience, and there is more
work to be done,” Zhou
said.

The team has also expanded the workforce
needed to sustainably improve smallholder poultry production in Africa
by renovating facilities at
universities in Tanzania
and Ghana, training scientists, supporting students
and building partnerships
with private, governmental and non-profit poultry
groups.
“We’re conducting market assessment and developing business models so
these discoveries can be
scaled up and applied to
assist local poultry producers,” Zhou said.
“Our goal is to provide
lasting impact to the
health and welfare of families in Africa and across
the world.”
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Recipe

Roast chicken with pistachio
and cranberry stuffing
INGREDIENTS
• 2 (about 1.5kg each) whole fresh chickens
• 2 teaspoons olive oil
• Sea salt & freshly ground black pepper
• 1 bunch fresh continental parsley
Pistachio & cranberry stuffing
• 1 1/2 tablespoons olive oil
• 2 small brown onions, halved, finely
chopped
• 75g (1/2 cup) Craisins (dried cranberries), finely chopped
• 55g (1/3 cup) unsalted pistachio kernels,
finely chopped
• 2 garlic cloves, crushed
• 245g (3 1/2 cups) fresh breadcrumbs
(made from day-old bread)
• 2 eggs, lightly whisked
• 1/3 cup finely chopped fresh continental parsley
METHOD
1. To make the stuffing, heat the oil in a
large non-stick frying pan over medium
heat. Add the onion, Craisins, pistachio and

Prep 20 min
Cook 1 hr 25 min
Serves 8

garlic and cook, stirring, for 8-10 minutes or
until onion softens. Set aside for 5 minutes
to cool slightly. Place the pistachio mixture
in a bowl. Add the breadcrumbs, egg and
parsley and stir to combine. Season with
salt and pepper.
2. Preheat oven to 190C. Rinse chicken
cavities under cold running water. Pat dry
with paper towel inside and out.
3. Spoon the pistachio mixture among
chicken cavities. Close cavity openings with
toothpicks. Tie the legs together with unwaxed white kitchen string.
4. Line a large roasting pan with non-stick
baking paper. Place chickens in pan and
brush with oil. Season with sea salt and
pepper.
5. Roast for 1 hour 15 minutes or until juices run clear when a skewer is inserted into
the thighs. Cover with foil and set aside for
10 minutes to rest. Place chickens on serving platters and serve with pistachio stuffing and parsley.

For more delicious recipes, visit taste.com.au
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Young agricultural innovators to take
the stage at major agrifood tech event
TEN young Australians
will shine a light on
agriculture’s big issues
at evokeAG, a two-day
event to be held in Melbourne.
Tackling agricultural
sustainability and exposing metropolitan dwellers
to the everyday operations of our farms will be
some of the hot topics
discussed on stage in February 2019.
Ten young innovative
Australians with a passion
for agriculture have been
selected to take part in
the inaugural international
agrifood technology event
called evokeAG.
The two-day thinktank,
to be held from February 19-20, 2019 in Melbourne, will draw together some of the world’s
leading experts to discuss
the future of food and
most importantly, how it
will be produced.
Joining the international
program, organised by
AgriFutures Australia,
will be 10 of the country’s brightest young
minds specially chosen to
take part in the evokeAG
Future Young Leaders
Program.
They come from a di-

verse range of backgrounds and include an
experienced jillaroo, a
HSC student from Sydney
and a young Queensland
man who has deferred his
university studies to help
his family in the drought.
Proudly supported by
the Council of Rural Research and Development
Corporations, each successful applicant will present their idea, relating to
one of the event themes of
food, farm or future.
It is a rare opportunity,
giving them direct access
to producers, investors, private enterprise, corporates,
government and entrepreneurs attending evokeAG.
AgriFutures Australia
General Manager, Communications and Capacity
Building Belinda Allitt
said the evokeAG Future
Young Leaders Program
attracted a diverse range
of impressive applicants
from both metropolitan
and rural areas who demonstrated a passion for
food and farming.
“This is not just a
unique opportunity for
these outstanding young
people but also for industry leaders to come together and think outside

the box with some innovative and creative ideas
that will ultimately help
all Australians.
“We are proud to be
facilitating such relationships, to be able to
harness such concepts in
their infancy that could
well change the future of
agrifoods worldwide,” Ms
Allitt said.
Applicants were selected after submitting a
video detailing why they
wanted to be the voice of
the future at evokeAG.
The eight finalists chosen
by the Future Young Leaders Selection Panel are:
• Rebekah Ash, 19, The
Gap, Queensland;
• Rayali Banerjee, 24,
Epping, NSW;
• Dylan Bellchambers,
18, Ulverstone, Tasmania;
• Jordyn Kitschke, 23,
Adelaide, South Australia;
• Emma Moss, 20,
Southbrook, Queensland;
• Matthew Nevison, 20,
Gordon, NSW;
• Minh Nga Nguyen, 18,
Stanmore, NSW; and
• Kate Taylor, 28, Blackmans Bay, Tasmania.
A further two finalists
were chosen by the general public with a shortlist of five videos shared

across the evokeAG social media channels.
The People’s Choice finalists are:
• Callan Daley, 20, Beilba, Queensland; and
• James Bidstrup, 21,
Beechboro, Western Australia.
Each winner will receive a five-minute presentation opportunity at
the event, as well as return economy airfares,
accommodation, airport
transfers and a delegate
pass to evokeAG.
Council of Rural Research and Development
Corporations
executive officer Tim Lester
said the evokeAG Future
Young Leaders Program
is a wonderful opportunity to support young
forward- thinkers and ultimately keep Australia’s
rural industries thriving.
“It is incredibly exciting
to bring together the next
generation of leaders with
their passion, bold thinking and bright ideas with
industry experts from the
food and agriculture industries,” Mr Lester said.
“By assisting them with
the skills, research and
know-how, we may well
be able to fast-track these

innovations into a reality.”
EvokeAG 2019 will take
place in Melbourne at the
iconic Royal Exhibition
Building on February 1920, 2019.
For full details of the
evokeAG 2019 program
including key national
and international speakers and to buy tickets
online, please head to
evokeag.com
To find more information regarding the
10 finalists, please visit
evokeag.com /evokeagfuture-young-leaders
Follow evokeAg on
Facebook, LinkedIn and
Twitter @evokeAG and
Instagram @evoke_ag
#evokeAG

Rayali Banerjee

2019 Australian Biosecurity
Symposium call for abstracts
and registration now open
ANIMAL Health Australia and the Invasive
Species Council are
excited to call for the
submission of abstracts
for presentations at the
inaugural 2019 Australian Biosecurity Symposium, to be held from
June 12-13, 2019 on the
Gold Coast, Queensland.
The Symposium theme
is preventative biosecurity
practices and will focus
on research and innovation,
outside-the-box
thinking and the exchange
of knowledge and ideas
across the biosecurity
collective – agriculture
(animals and plants), pest
animals, weeds, wildlife,
aquatics and the environment.
Our Symposium will
provide the ideal platform
for diverse cross-sectoral
discussion, where new
concepts are introduced,
ideas are shared and tested, advice is sought and
given and new partnerships built.
Challenging papers that
stimulate debate and energy are encouraged – we
hope you will be a part
of it!
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The following topics are
central to the program and
your abstract should link
to one of these:
• Future-proofing biosecurity;
• Technology;
• International insights;
• Barriers and benefits
to trade; or
• Behaviour change for
better biosecurity.
Key dates
• Abstracts close – 5pm
on Friday, February 15,
2019.
• Review period – February to March 2019.
• Notification to author
– Thursday, March 14,
2019.
• Author acceptance –
Thursday, March 21, 2019.
• Speaker registration
due – Monday, April 15,
2019.
For more detailed information visit biosym.com.
au
Note: The invitation to
submit an abstract does
not constitute an offer to
pay travel, accommodation or registration costs
associated with the Symposium.
All presenters/speaker
will be able to register

at the discounted speaker
rate.
Early bird registration
open
Registrations
have
opened and we’re starting
off with a special early
bird rate.
This rate is valid until 5pm on Friday, March
29, after which the rate
will revert to the standard
pricing.
You will have the opportunity to network at
a welcome reception, all
session breaks and the
symposium gala dinner.
Members and partners of
AHA and ISC are encouraged to email the events
team at symposium@ani
malhealthaustralia.com.
au to receive a special discount code.
Don’t miss out on the opportunity to engage with
key decision-makers, innovators, influencers and
researchers in the Australian biosecurity sphere.
For any Symposium inquiries, including sponsorship opportunities, please
contact symposium@ani
malhealthaustralia.com.au
or call the events team on
02 6232 5522.
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Gorman-Rupp selected
at Southern Meats
SOUTHERN Meats Pty
Ltd is a hi-tech sheep
and lamb processing facility strategically located just south of Sydney
where the business has
access to sheep grown
in the healthy environment of NSW’s Southern Highlands region.
The company provides
quality meat to the local
market and export around
the world thanks to hightech automated equipment in slaughtering,
boning, chilling, freezing
and rendering facilities.
In line with a quality
approach to processing,
the plant did not want
its operators spending
needless time attending
to unreliable equipment
in wastewater treatment
systems.
So when the team went
looking for a dependable
and reliable wastewater
pump to deliver 50lp/splus to the treatment area,
they looked no further
than Gorman-Rupp.
Gorman-Rupp is the
world leader in self-priming pump technology,
particularly in wastewater pumping applications.
Being able to mount
the pump at ground level
(and not in the wet well)

means the pumps are safer and more conveniently
accessed by operators.
Additional safety features built into the pump
are designed to protect
operators and the pump
from damage.
By using self-priming
pumps, asset owners
don’t need to buy rated
lifting chains or have the
yearly burden of inspection or replacement as
they would if using submersible pumps.
And because wet well
lids remain closed, the
need to have fall protection equipment such as
anchorage points, body
support, connectors and
descent/rescue equipment
is greatly reduced (some
of these items requiring
annual trips back to the
manufacturer for service/
inspection).
Plant engineer Mick
Speering is very pleased
with his purchase and
happy to recommend
Gorman-Rupp pumps to
anyone wanting a quality
wastewater pump.
More information on
Gorman-Rupp pumps
can be obtained from Hydro Innovations at info@
hydroinnovations.com.au
or hydroinnovations.com.
au

QFF renews calls to
remove stamp duty
THE Queensland Farmers’ Federation has renewed calls to remove
stamp duty on agricultural insurance in
Queensland after the
South Australian Government passed legislation to remove stamp
duty on multi-peril crop
insurance policies.
QFF president Stuart
Armitage said Queensland agriculture was calling on the government to
complete the much-awaited review into the issue
and deliver the same sensible reform to help develop Queensland’s immature market by enabling
more affordable insurance
options for farmers in the
state.
“The Victorian, NSW
and South Australian governments have removed
this inefficient tax, while
our government continues
to collect 9 percent on the
insurance premium and
the GST,” Mr Armitage
said.
“With Queensland the
most disaster-impacted
state in Australia and

climate projections suggesting more frequent
extreme weather events,
farmers are looking to
better understand, develop
and adopt risk management strategies to manage
uncertainty, spread risk
and maintain business viability.
“Practical and affordable insurance options
could help mitigate the financial impact of extreme
weather events on farm
businesses and remove
some of the burden that
falls to government.
“Due to the limited
availability and uptake of
crop insurance in Queensland, the loss in tax revenue is minimal, but the
potential returns of developing the nascent insurance market in Queensland could be substantial.
“QFF and our members
have been advocating for
the removal of this tax for
some years.
“It makes sense and encouragingly, we are seeing
a recognition of that by
other state governments.”
www.qff.org.au
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