
THIS month we have 
facilitated a number of 
media related events, in-
cluding ‘Meet the Me-
dia’ and ‘Media Master-
classes’. 

The Poultry Hub team 
thought, given the rise in 
both public engagement 
around how we farm and 
the huge increases in so-
cial media, it was time to 
provide the industry and 
our researchers an oppor-
tunity to tell their story. 

The key question asked 
by journalists is: “So, 
what’s your story?”

Participants learnt that 
they, as the person being 
asked the question, hold all 
the power in the relation-
ship, and are known in the 
business as the ‘talent’. 

Television channel and 
newspaper journalists 
generally want a second 
voice, so participants were 
asked to think about who 
could play the supporting 
character in their story, 
and to make sure they 
were available.

These were a few of 
the tips and pointers that 
came up in conversation 
with the three journal-
ists who took part in the 
online ‘Meet the Media’ 
forum held on Tuesday 
September 22. 

Sarah Brooker from Sci-
ence in Public moderated 
the discussion, and subse-
quent question and answer 
session.

Hosted by Poultry Hub, 
with the support of Aus-
tralian Eggs and AgriFu-
tures, the forum provided 
the opportunity for re-
searchers, industry mem-
bers and Australian busi-
nesses to be introduced to 
the media.

Another Poultry Hub 
Australia initiative has 
been the healthy gut pro-
ject.

I would like to share 
this story, written by Reza 
Barekatain, highlighting 
the great achievements he 
has made in his recently 
completed PHA funded 
project ‘Identifying non-
invasive biomarkers of in-
testinal permeability and 
inflammation in broiler 
chickens’. 

“A healthy gut has al-
ways been essential for 
good well-being. 

Even 2500 years ago, 
Hippocrates said: “All 
disease begins in the gut” 
– and poultry are no dif-
ferent. 

Gut integrity sits at the 
core of gut health re-
search to support health 
and growth in poultry. 

Enterocytes are intestinal 
cells that form a physical 
barrier to prevent harm-
ful bacteria and unwanted 
materials from entry into 
the gut, and also allow nu-
trient absorption.

When there is a ‘dys-
functional gut barrier’, 
there is a chance of bac-
terial translocation from 
the intestine into internal 
organs, often causing in-
testinal inflammation and 
impaired performance. 

This can cost the indus-

try dearly, therefore early 
detection and interven-
tion is critical when nec-
essary. 

In poultry, most cur-
rently available methods 
require bleeding or eu-
thanising the animals, 
which are invasive and 
not beneficial on farm. 

Hence, we identified the 
need to determine bio-
markers with which the 
intestinal integrity is as-
sessed rapidly and in a 
non-invasive manner.

A Poultry Hub Australia 
supported project, led by 
Dr Reza Barekatain at 
the South Australian Re-
search and Development 
Institute in collaboration 
with Feedworks and Uni-
versity of Adelaide, spe-
cifically sought to identify 
selected proteins in excre-
ta of chickens as biomark-
ers of intestinal perme-
ability and inflammation, 
as a non-invasive method 
to assess gut integrity. 

Most previous studies 
have focused primarily on 
necrotic enteritis models 
and sampling the intesti-
nal contents. 

In this study, we sub-
jected meat chickens to 
two different ‘leaky gut’ 
(gut barrier dysfunction) 
models based on a stress-
inducing factor (dexa-
methasone as synthetic 

glucocorticoid) and a 
nutritional model (a rye-
based diet). 

Excreta of the individ-
ual birds were collected 
and assessed for specific 
biomarkers using chick-
en-specific enzyme-linked 
immunosorbent assays. 

We found proteins, in-
cluding fibronectin, al-
kaline phosphatase and 
lipocalin 2, in the excreta 
were responsive to the in-
testinal barrier dysfunc-
tion models tested in the 
study. 

These need to be further 
validated in larger scale 
trials including samples 
from group-housed ani-
mals.

Once validated and 
commercial kits made 
available at an afforda-
ble price, the assays could 
provide a relatively rapid 
method to detect proteins 
that are either elevated 

or reduced compared with 
healthy animals. 

Ideally, such tests can 
be completed in less than 
a day and can indeed help 
industry to reduce costs 
associated with enteric 
diseases.

Meanwhile, the iden-
tification of additional 
biomarkers of gut health 
and real-time detection 
devices remain an active 
area of research. 

Further, if the identified 
biomarkers are found re-
sponsive to certain feed 
additives, this can facili-
tate effective in-feed in-
terventions to minimise 
the impact of gut health 
issues.”

The results of this Poul-
try Hub project have 
been recently published 
and can be found at doi.
o r g /10.1371 / j o u r n a l .
pone.0237505 
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From media masterclasses 
to non-invasive biomarkers

Dr Reza Barekatain highlights achievements in his 
recently completed project ‘Identifying non-invasive 
biomarkers of intestinal permeability and inflamma-
tion in broiler chickens’.

Sarah Brooker from Science in Public hosted Prime7 Canberra News Editor Hannah Scott, Editor of the Weekly 
Times in Victoria Ed Gannon and News Director for FIVEaa in Adelaide Matthew Pantelis.
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RECENTLY my home-
town of Rockhampton 
played host to Federal 
Minister for Agriculture, 
Drought and Emergency 
Management, the Hon-
ourable David Little-
proud MP.  

The Minister was in 
town to talk about the 
hot topic of the Federal 
Budget.  

It was great to be able to 
attend a roundtable with 
other industry representa-
tive groups and stakehold-
ers in the agriculture in-
dustry.  

The Minister was able to 
listen to our concerns and 
take them back to Can-
berra with him.  

It was very pleasing to 
hear extra funding has 
been allocated to biosecu-
rity.
Egg stamping

Egg Farmers of Aus-

tralia have recently put 
together its Strategic Plan, 
which outlines that bios-
ecurity is a topic always in 
the forefront of our minds.

One particular issue that 
has been raised is egg ex-
emptions when it comes to 
egg stamping.  

Egg Farmers of Austral-
ia, with input from farmer 
members and stakehold-
ers, has put forward its 

positioning by writing to 
government officials and 
bringing this matter to 
their attention.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia’s position is that if a 
producer sells just one egg, 
they must have accredita-
tion – all exemptions to 
egg stamping must cease 
to ensure traceability and 
provenance of eggs.

NSW, ACT, Victoria and 

Tasmania are states that 
still have exemptions.

Food Standards Austral-
ia New Zealand requires 
individual eggs and egg 
products to be marked 
with a ‘unique identifier’. 

To comply with this, all 
egg producers must stamp 
their eggs with a unique 
code. 

The process is regulated 
by the states, so produc-
ers must refer to the re-
quirements of the state 
in which their eggs are 
packed.
The issue

Each state differs in 
their approach to egg 
stamping, and rules for 
each state can be found in 
the guide from Australian 
Eggs – australianeggs.org.
au/what-we-do/leading-
research/egg-stamping

As eggs are being dis-
tributed and moved across 

borders, it is difficult to 
trace them, particularly 
with the different rules 
and regulations for each 
state (see table).
State roundup

Our volunteer Board 
members provide updates 
regularly at Board meet-
ings on what is happening 
around the country.

There is never a dull mo-
ment in the egg indus-
try with October 9 being 
World Egg Day!  

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia staff celebrated by 
hosting dinner with all 
dishes being egg related, 
in support of our farmers.
Queensland

With the many addition-
al processes required to 
protect workers and the 
community from COV-
ID-19, the main focus is 
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All producers are encouraged  
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can cover any topic, whether for  

or against an issue.

Please send your letters to:  
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HAVE YOUR SAY!

2020

NOV 4-5 – Poultry Xpo, Stratford, 

Canada www.poultryxpo.ca

2021

FEB 9-10 – Australian Poultry 

Science Symposium, University of 

Sydney, NSW www.apss2021.com.au

APR 11-13 – Poultry Information 

Exchange/Australasian Milling 

Conference (PIX/AMC), Gold Coast, 

QLD www.pixamc.com.au

JUN 21-23 – European Symposium on 

the Quality of Poultry Meat and XIX 

European Symposium on the Quality 

of Eggs and Egg Products, Krakow, 

Poland www.eggmeat2021.com

AUG 8-12 – World Poultry Congress, 

Paris, France www.wpcparis2020.

com

AUG 16-18 – World Poultry Science 

Association (WPSA) – Cambridge UK 

www.wpsa2020.org

The nation’s eggs are complying with 
biosecurity and provenance rules
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STATE Regulator Contact Additional information Egg stamping exemptions*

QLD Safe Food Production 
Queensland 1800 300 815

Unique identifier must be reg-
istered with Safe Food Produc-
tion Queensland

No exemptions

NSW
Department of Primary 
Industries – NSW Food 
Authority

1300 552 406  
www.foodauthority.
nsw.gov.au

The Food Authority must be no-
tified of, and approve, any new 
or alternative egg stamp design 
to ensure that it is unique

Less than 240 eggs per week (less 
than 50 layers); AND ONLY sell 
directly from farm gate OR use for 
fundraising purposes where the 
eggs will be cooked

VIC

Department of Eco-
nomic Development, 
Jobs, Transport and Re-
sources (DEDJTR)

136 186 DEDJTR will allocate a stamp 
code to use

Less than 50 layers (less than 240 
eggs per week). Duck and quail 
eggs exempt

SA Primary Industries and 
Regions SA (PIRSA) (08) 8429 0837

PIRSA must be notified of any 
alternative egg stamp design to 
ensure that it is unique

No exemptions

TAS
Department of Primary 
Industries, Parks, Water 
& Environment

(03) 6165 3091
Unique identifier must be ap-
proved by Biosecurity Tasma-
nia

Less than 20 dozen eggs per week; 
AND ONLY supply eggs to work 
colleagues, friends and family

WA Department of Health
(08) 9388 4999  
foodsafety@healt 
h.wa.gov.au

Unique identifier is encouraged 
to be registered with the Dept 
Health Food Unit

No exemptions

ACT ACT Parliamentary 
Counsel

1300 552 406 
www.foodauthority.
nsw.gov.au

No exemptions

NT Department of Health (08) 8999 2400 No exemptions

Table 1: Egg stamping. *“No exemptions” means that ALL eggs must be individually stamped. **Source: Australian Eggs Egg Stamping Guide

* continued P3
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on COVID preparedness 
– with the development of
protocols for dealing with 
a positive case in a work-
force – which could then 
be accepted and endorsed 
by health authorities.

With the Queensland 
Government now in care-
taker mode, we look for-
ward to the outcome of 
the election to continue 
our work with the Min-
ister and government of-
ficials.

Illegal farm raids have 
been occurring in the 
state and in one instance 
resulted in access by 30 
activists to a piggery via 
an egg farm in southern 
Queensland in early Oc-
tober. 

We will continue to 
work with other intensive 
industries to consider ap-
proaches to address the 
increasing incidents of 
breaches of biosecurity 
and trespass laws.
NSW

NSW egg farmers are 

getting on with the job 
of providing eggs to con-
sumers, while working 
within the confines of the 
COVID world we are now 
faced with.  

This means increased 
staffing and production 
costs to ensure workers 
and the community are 
kept safe during this time.  

Eggs are a staple in most 
Australian shopping trol-
lies and, with eggs being a 
very cost-effective source 
of protein, our farmers are 
making sure there is a 
steady supply.
Victoria

Victoria’s poultry indus-
try has faced various chal-
lenges over the past few 
months, including the re-
cent avian influenza out-
break at the end of July.  

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia have been working 
tirelessly with the relevant 
government departments 
and officials to ensure 
that in coming weeks 
and months Victoria is 
declared free of AI and 

able to continue supplying 
eggs, not only to Victoria, 
but to our important ex-
port markets.  

Australian eggs are pro-
duced under strict animal 
welfare standards and food 
safety guidelines, making 
them a highly sought-after 
product by all.   

Our Victorian farmers 
should be congratulated 
on their strength and sense 
of community in working 
with the state government 
under such tough circum-
stances.  

Now, with the housing 
order lifted, farmers are 
able to get back to what 
they do best!
South Australia and 
Tasmania

To ensure our farm-
ers were recognised for 
the great work they do, 
the members of parlia-
ment and ministers were 
reminded of World Egg 
Day.  

We keep in regular con-
tact with government of-
ficials and ministers to 

ensure they are kept up 
to date on issues facing 
the industry, and have pro-
vided letters recently out-
lining issues such as spent 
hens, egg stamping, wild 
birds and animal welfare 
standards and guidelines. 

As with all other states, 
COVID preparedness and 
management is extremely 
significant, however cost-
ly.  

Of importance is farm 
safety and prevention, 
with farm safety work-
shops being held and at-
tended by farmers in 
South Australia.  

Earlier predictions for 
record crops and rainfall 
have remained consistent 
and are appreciated by our 
farmers.
Western Australia

To ensure our ‘farm-
ers voice’ is being heard, 
we maintain contact with 
departmental officers to 
update them on issues of 
concern to our industry. 

A meeting was held with 
Department of Primary 

Industry and Regional 
Development representa-
tives to discuss issues 
of traceability and egg 
stamping processes in 
Western Australia.

Legislation regarding 
the Animal Welfare and 
Trespass Bill has also 
been a focus.

After lobbying to the 
Nationals WA and inde-
pendent parties, the Ani-
mal Welfare and Trespass 
Bill was debated in parlia-
ment in early September. 

No decision has been 
passed on the bill, and 
with parliament in WA 
heading into caretaker 
mode in November, it 
seems unlikely to oc-
cur until the resumption 
of parliament after the 
March election.  

Commercial Egg Pro-
ducers Association of WA 
will be holding the An-
nual General Meeting on 
Friday October 23, with 
CEPA hosting sundowner 
drinks for guests after the 
AGM. 

The attendees at the roundtable with Minister Littleproud held in Bundaberg. 

* from P2

Egg Farmers of Australia celebrated World Egg Day by hosting dinner with egg-
based dishes.

The traditional egg sandwich was a hit.

Portugese tarts delighted.

https://crop-solutions.basf.com.au/
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turnkey packages 
and design in the  
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free quote on all 

turnkey projects. We 
design each shed 
to the customer’s 
needs. Finance 
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Just winging it together ahead of a long night.
These boys grazing peacefully at R & R Roosters are about a month away from being available exclusively at 
Feather and Bone.

LET’S face it, social me-
dia is a good way to con-
nect, learn, network and 
refresh.

Hence, for the benefit 
of readers and myself, I 
recently joined the Perth 
Poultry Facebook group, 
becoming about member 
number 4100.

This number of mem-
bers, let alone followers, 
did surprise me, given the 
group only started two 
and half years ago.

I was even delighted to 
discover that three of my 
personal Facebook friends 
(and I choose to have less 
than a dozen) are friends 
of members.

While I don’t keep poul-
try these days, I’m quite 
confident my FBF’s like-
wise are bereft of our 
feathered friends and buy 
in eggs and chicken ma-
nure for their gardens. 

Two are journalists (one 
a reporter on ABC TV 
Landline) and the other 
a QC.

With the Perth Poultry 
Group adding 24 new 
members to its flock in 24 
hours, it’s clear to me that 
chooks are winning fans 
and followers.

Maybe it’s a COVID-19 
thing, with a growing 
awareness of the pleasure 
and token sustainability 
to be had from having a 
few backyard chickens for 
fresh home-grown eggs or 
meat – albeit I suspect the 
latter is the lesser.

Either way, it’s a good 
thing.

So, you may be asking 
what sort of posts do my 
fellow ‘groupies’ put up? 

I can tell you it varies 
a lot, so here goes with a 
couple of samples.

One post, with heaps of 
comments in a day or so, 
came from a lady who had 
been paying $3 per laying 
hen (for >100), apparently 
from an egg farm about to 
turnover its hens. 

She then cared for them 
before on-selling them – 
supposedly as a rescue 
operation. 

While plenty of posts 
are supportive, several 
question the motivation 
and balance of charity 
versus profit. 

This, of course, is one of 
the inherent dilemmas of 
social media. 

That is, even on Face-
book people can be, well, 
pretty much faceless until 
being outed.

I liked this post and the 
cute pic the lady posted 
with it.

“So, I rescued four bat-
tery hens down in Albany 
who were in a horrible 
state with bald bums and 
bright red skin. 

They lived separate to my 
Australorp flock for a few 
weeks until they settled in. 

Then they started free 
ranging together. 

At night they all go to 
bed independently into 
their own coops. 

The other night I was 
so happy to see one of my 
Australorp girls with her 
wing around one of the 
rescues, who decided to 
join them in their coop!”

While many posts 
seek to get rid of roost-
ers or seek solutions for 
egg-bound hens, others 
are a means to an end in 
terms of selling surplus 
stock, mostly by backyard 
breeders.

Talk about getting rid 
of roosters, NSW couple 
Ryan and Rebecca Cirello 
of R & R Roosters and 
their fabulous heritage 

cockerel farm are doing 
a great job rescuing day-
old male chicks from egg 
producers, growing them 
out on pasture until just 
before they start to mature 
and then selling them as 
table birds.

Situated at Llandilo, 
a semi-rural area near 
Windsor on Sydney’s fur-
thest fringe, Ryan and Re-
becca have built a small 
business around growing 
these boys out until about 
16 weeks of age.

According to ‘Feather 
and Bone’ – the wonder-
ful e-newsletter of Feather 
and Bone Butchery in 
Marrickville, NSW – R & 
R Roosters provide a great 
product from every angle.

“It’s a wonderful story 
of turning waste into nu-
trition, adding precious 
diversity in a monocultur-
al meat chicken industry. 

It supports a local food 
business in the Sydney 
basin and they taste damn 
good too!

Roosters from breeds 
that specialise in egg pro-
duction aren’t considered 
great eating and they 
can’t produce eggs, so 
they’re largely seen as an 
irritating waste product 
and dispensed with on the 
day they hatch.”

I think Ryan and Re-
becca are to be applauded 
for their initiative.

I’m sure plenty of just-
hatched male chickens 
will thank them too. 

Socially speaking groups deliver

Cant Comment  
by  

BRENDON CANT

IN striving to be the 
world’s best, Austral-
ia’s egg farmers aren’t 
afraid to have a crack – 
with the industry lead-
ing the way in produc-
ing more with less.

Minister for Agri-
culture, Drought and 
Emergency Management 
David Littleproud said 
World Egg Day on Octo-
ber 9 was an opportunity 
to recognise the impor-
tant role the egg indus-
try has played to ensure 
Australia’s food supply 
during COVID-19.

“Eggs are in 95 percent 
of Australian households 
and are a staple in the 
national diet,” Minister 

Littleproud said.
“Maintaining a fresh, 

reliable supply of an 
average of more than 
17 million eggs a day 
is a credit to the hard 
work of our producers, 
all those along the sup-
ply chain and of course 
the millions of layer and 
pullet hens in the na-
tional flock.

“All our farmers have 
answered the challenge 
of COVID-19 to provide 
food on the table for 
Australians and ensure 
our country is set up to 
recover strongly.”

Minister Littleproud 
commended the egg 
industry’s efforts dur-

ing the pandemic and 
welcomed the findings 
of the recent CSIRO 
research, which high-
lighted that providing 
safe, nutritious, afford-
able and secure food 
staples, such as eggs, 
is more important than 
ever.

According to the 
CSIRO Australian Egg 
Industry Community 
Research Report, 75.8 
percent of respondents 
said that the pandemic 
made them more aware 
of the importance of 
food security, with 86.2 
percent agreeing that 
producing eggs was an 
essential service.

Minister Littleproud 
said the Australian Gov-
ernment was supporting 
the Australian egg in-
dustry’s advancements 
in areas such as food 
security and the envi-
ronment, as outlined in 
its 2020 Sustainability 
Framework Report.

“Productivity im-
provements in the egg 
industry have coincided 
with a lowering of an 
already small environ-
mental footprint through 
improved farm manage-
ment, uptake of on-farm 
solar and new waste 
management technolo-
gies,” Minister Little-
proud said. 

Aussie egg farmers not chicken  
when it comes to COVID challenge
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The benefits of using the Anpro range: 
Broad spectrum, low inclusion control system for feed quality  

 management.
Helps to maintain immune function.
Helps to support gastrointestinal health.
Helps to maintain optimal animal performance, supporting an animal to reach its 
genetic potential.

Mycotoxicosis in livestock worldwide has been extensively researched and is recognised as a major 
concern for the health and welfare of the animals as well as for efficient production. 

Mycotoxins are ubiquitous in the environment and are produced by moulds that can be present 
in any feedstuffs and litter. Mycotoxins are stable compounds that are very resistant to heat and 
chemical treatments. The Anpro range by Anpario offers an effective, broad spectrum solution 
to mycotoxin contamination.

The Anpro Range
The Anpro range of technologies have been developed to help mitigate the potentially harmful 
effects associated with the presence of secondary fungal metabolites in livestock feedstuffs.

Tested over a wide pH range, they have demonstrated efficacy both in vitro and in vivo.
Comparison of binding by Anpro versus other commercial products at 3 

inclusion rates, pH 2.5, in vitro.
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BLANTYRE Farms is a 
highly productive mixed 
farming and livestock 
business situated near 
Young in NSW. 

The business needed a 
reliable pump to transfer 
sludge from its covered 
methane gas dam. 

In other words, it found 
itself facing that very 
old, very Australian co-
nundrum of how to push 
slurry uphill. 

That’s when Blantyre 

Farms’ maintenance man-
ager Mark Schulz contact-
ed Hydro Innovations, in 
search of a suitable pump 
for the application. 

The problem for the 
farm was that the slurry 
had the consistency of 
molasses and pumping it 
1km up a hill to the ponds 
proved no easy feat for 
standard pumps.

Hydro Innovations’ 
NSW regional manager 
Phil Rothheudt said, “Or-

dinary pumps just couldn’t 
handle the slurry.”

The solution was to use a 
Ragazzini MS3 Peristaltic 
Pump. 

The operation of this 
style of pump is derived 
from human ‘peristalsis’ 
intestinal muscle move-
ments – an alternating 
contraction and relaxa-
tion of muscles around a 
tube to coax the contents 
through.

“Peristaltic pumps are 
usually found in medi-
cal situations, and often 
used to pump blood,” Mr 
Rothheudt said.

Mr Schulz was happy 
with the results and said, 
“The information sup-
plied by Phil to select the 
correct pump for our ap-
plication was great, as was 
the communication for the 
actual purchase.”

“Our success is due to a 
team with many years of 

expertise,” Mr Rothheudt 
said.

“We can turn an enquiry 
around in the same day 
and offer a solution – we 
know the specifics – that’s 
what matters.”

Ragazzini pumps use 
a roller on bearing de-
sign, so the casing does 
not have to be filled and 
re-filled with expensive 
lubricating fluid. 

This means hose chang-
es are quicker and cleaner, 
and owners are able to 
take advantage of Raga-
zzini’s fast leak detection 
system, which alerts own-
ers when a hose needs 
replacing. 

Pumps can be used on 
suction lifts up to 9m and 
can produce pressures to 
15 bar.

For more information, 
visit hydroinnovations.
com.au or call 02 9898 
1800. 

Pump pushes sludge uphill

THERE is enormous 
pressure on food product 
suppliers and retailers 
to present products as 
natural and as free from 
artificial substances as 
possible.

With this in mind, it is 
essential to know pre-
cisely how every ingredi-
ent and substance will or 
might be declared on the 
product label and market-
ing – if it has to be de-
clared at all.

FoodLegal have organ-
ised an interactive online 
workshop to focus on the 
food labelling obligations 
under the Australia New 

Zealand Food Standards 
Code.

The workshop will cover 
how these obligations un-
der the ANZFSC can be 
interpreted, applied and 
circumnavigated to pre-
sent the cleanest image 
of your product, and of 
course, without mislead-
ing or deceiving your 
consumers in breach of 
the Australian Consumer 
Law.

The workshop also cov-
ers claims and marketing 
strategies that go hand-in-
hand with clean labelling 
practices, such as claim-
ing your product is ‘natu-

ral’, a ‘superfood’ or ‘100 
percent free of anything 
artificial’.

FoodLegal will help an-
swer questions such as:

• How can I simplify my 
long ingredients list?

• When can I leave an 
ingredient off the label?

• What makes a sub-
stance ‘artificial’?

• When does a food sub-
stance become a process-
ing aid, or a food additive, 
or a nutritive substance?

• How do I avoid breach-
ing the Australian Con-
sumer Law?

The FoodLegal interac-
tive workshop will be held 
on Tuesday November 24, 
2020 via Zoom at 9.00am 
to 1.00pm Australia East-
ern Daylight Savings 
Time.

Early bird price offer for 
registrations before No-
vember 5, 2020.

Numbers are limited to 
ensure an interactive ex-
perience.

Register at foodlegal.
com.au 

THE housing order in 
place in the restricted 
area of the Golden 
Plains Shire to help 
manage detections of 
avian influenza ended 
at 11.59pm on Monday 
October 19.  

Victoria’s chief veteri-
nary officer Dr Graeme 
Cooke said the end of 
the housing order will 
coincide with a reduc-
tion in the size of the 
control area to reflect 
the progression of the 
response to eradicate 
avian influenza detec-
tions in the Shire. 

“While this is another 
step in the right direc-
tion, I strongly encour-
age bird owners in the 

Golden Plains Shire 
to continue to practise 
good biosecurity and 
take steps to stop their 
poultry mixing with 
wild birds,” Dr Cooke 
said. 

“The end of the hous-
ing order and the refin-
ing of the control area 
reflects the progression 
in the management of 
this outbreak, and there-
fore a reduction in re-
strictions placed on bird 
owners.

“As we have said 
throughout this re-
sponse, we are taking an 
incremental approach to 
our management to be 
confident that the threat 
of avian influenza has 

been eliminated and that 
if the situation changes, 
we can respond quickly. 

“Information and in-
telligence gathered so 
far – along with no new 
detections – means we 
are able to take this 
step.

“Our surveillance 
operations, including 
swabbing and testing 
birds, will also continue 
to monitor the viral load 
of avian influenza in the 
area.” 

However, several 
measures will remain in 
place until the end of 
the outbreak and check-
ing the Agriculture Vic-
toria website is advised 
to understand what 
those measures are.

“We are grateful for 
the efforts of both in-
dustry and the commu-
nity for their assistance 
with this response, 
whether it has been 
supporting our ongoing 
surveillance efforts or 
reporting dead or sick 
birds to the Emergency 
Animal Disease Hot-
line,” Dr Cooke said.

All poultry and cap-
tive bird owners must 
continue to follow good 

biosecurity practices in 
order to prevent a recur-
rence of the disease at 
any time. 

These practices in-
clude:

• Keep drinking wa-
ter and feed away from 
wild birds, pets and ver-
min

• Ensure birds’ feed 
and water is clean from 
droppings or animal 
waste

• Keep domestic birds 
away from potentially 
contaminated water 
sources such as streams, 
dams, ponds and pud-
dles

• Feed your birds good 
quality feed from a rep-
utable feed mill

• Regularly clean your 
chicken coop, including 
feeders, drinkers and 
equipment

• Frequently replace 
nesting materials.

Report sick or dead 
birds to the all hours 
Emergency Animal 
Disease Hotline on 
1800 675 888.

For more information 
about maintaining good 
biosecurity practices go 
to agriculture.vic.gov.
au/avianflu 

Housing order in restricted area 
ends in the Golden Plains Shire

Clean labelling interactive online workshop

A Ragazzini MS3 Peristaltic Pump pushes sludge 
uphill.

www.hydroinnovations.com.au/PP6/
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GRIND YOUR OWN LITTER 
WITH THE MIGHTY GIANT

• Hydraulic tilt tub
• Single operator friendly with remote control
• 25FT swivel conveyor
• Grind a straw bale to 20mm in a minute or less
• Built in the US with all parts available and in 
stock in Australia.
“There is no machine like it on the market. It will grind bales as 

fast as you can load them!” 

Contact Leigh Byron 0418 425 485  
or leigh@valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

www.valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

INTERSTATE offi-
cials are not taking any 
chances after Australia’s 
worst-ever avian influ-
enza outbreak in Victo-
ria.

With more than 460,000 
birds having been de-
stroyed to date, NSW De-
partment of Primary In-
dustries chief veterinary 
officer Sarah Britton said 
the threat could not be 
underestimated.

“This is probably the 
biggest avian influenza 
outbreak we have had in 
Australia,” Dr Britton 
said.

“In Victoria there have 
been seven premises af-
fected, six of them being 
poultry.”

AI was first detected at 
a free-range egg farm in 
Lethbridge north-west of 
Geelong in late July.

Agriculture Victoria 
said three different strains 
of the virus were detect-
ed, meaning that the out-

breaks were not all con-
nected.

Outbreaks in NSW had 
been rare, but Dr Britton 
said tens of thousands of 
birds had been destroyed 
in the past decade after 
flocks became infected.

“There were outbreaks 
in 2012 in Maitland and 
2013 in Young, but we 
have only had a couple of 
premises at any one time,” 
Dr Britton said.

At that time about 
50,000-layer hens in 
Maitland were destroyed 
with quarantine zones put 
in place.

Biosecurity vets said 
they were monitoring 
wild bird populations 
across NSW, and experts 
had joined forces to keep 
AI out.

“In NSW we have put 
together an incident man-
agement team and that 
sets up for emergency re-
sponses,” Dr Britton said.

Hunter Valley chicken 

farmer Jess Pitkin has a 
flock of about 90 breed-
ers and an additional 300 
other birds on her farm.

“It is imperative to have 
that quick response,” Ms 
Pitkin said.

“These diseases can get 
around and be devastat-
ing, and small operators 
don’t have livestock insur-
ance, so the cost is really 
big.”

Ms Pitkin said the coro-
navirus pandemic had 
helped to shine a light 
on the importance of bi-
osecurity measures, and 
that biosecurity controls 
for humans could be rep-
licated when it came to 
birds.

To prepare, she was lim-
iting farm visits, taking 
extra caution with peo-
ple who keep backyard 
chooks and asking cus-
tomers to park their cars 
at a distance from her 
farm gate. 

Devastating bird flu outbreak in Victoria 
sees NSW prepare for the worst

MORE than 2.5 billion 
layer hens, meat chick-
ens, pigs, turkeys and 
farmed Atlantic salmon 
have now benefitted from 
higher welfare farming 
conditions through the 
continued efforts of the 
RSPCA Approved Farm-
ing Scheme.

Announced to coincide 
with World Farm Animal 
Day on October 2, the lat-
est statistics highlight the 
positive impact of the RSP-
CA Approved Farming 
Scheme, which is Austral-
ia’s leading animal welfare 
certification program.

In 2019 alone, more than 
174,000 layer hens, 509 
million meat chickens, 
116,000 pigs, 122,000 
turkeys and 4.7 million 
farmed Atlantic salmon 
were raised to the RSP-
CA’s detailed higher wel-
fare standards.

RSPCA Australia’s chief 
executive officer Richard 
Mussell said the RSP-

CA Approved Farming 
Scheme is intended to im-
prove the lives of as many 
farm animals as possible.

“The scale of Austral-
ian animals farmed to the 
RSPCA’s higher welfare 
standards clearly illustrates 
the sheer number of lives 
positively impacted by the 
scheme,” Mr Mussell said.

“We know consumers 
care about farm animal 
welfare and want great-
er assurance about how 
the food on their plate is 
farmed. 

“Independent certifica-
tion is the best way of 
guaranteeing welfare and, 
with the RSPCA Ap-
proved Farming Scheme, 
Australians are fortunate 
to have a logo they can 
trust, to find eggs, meat 
and fish that have come 
from a farm with a focus 
on animal welfare.

“RSPCA Approved prod-
ucts are now widely avail-
able in supermarkets, con-

venience stores and are on 
the menu at some of our 
favourite restaurants.”

The RSPCA has animal 
welfare standards for lay-
ing hens, meat chickens, 
turkeys, pigs and farmed 
Atlantic salmon, and they 
focus on providing good 
housing conditions spe-
cific for these animals.

The standards are based 
on the best available ani-
mal welfare science, RSP-
CA policy, leading farm-
ing practices in Australia 
and overseas, and take 
into account the commer-
cial realities of farming.

“Importantly, RSPCA 
Australia works collabo-
ratively with farmers and 
industry to ensure not on-
ly do the RSPCA’s stand-
ards improve welfare for 
farm animals, but they’re 
also attainable in Austral-
ia,” Mr Mussell said.

“All eligible farms are 
assessed against these 
standards by trained RSP-

CA assessors, who visit 
all participating farms 
two to four times a year. 

“The rigorous assess-
ment process behind the 
scenes is a critical aspect 
of the scheme.”

The COVID-19 pan-
demic had heightened 
focus on supply chains 
and interest in farming 
practices from consumers 
seeking assurance.

“Through the RSP-
CA Approved Farming 
Scheme, we are proud to 
work with dedicated farm-
ers and forward-thinking 
brands who have raised 
the bar for farm animal 
welfare in our country,” 
Mr Mussell said. 

“It’s also now easier 
than ever for Austral-
ians to choose humanely 
farmed products and that 
is having a big impact on 
how millions of animals 
are farmed every year.”

Find out more by visiting 
rspcaapproved.org.au 

Photo: Michelle Tresemer

Billions of reasons to celebrate  
World Farm Animal Day

Photos: Andrea Lightfoot
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HOME schooling and 
delivering stimulating 
and practical lessons for 
students in the classroom 
has been made easier, 
with the Australian Eggs 
‘All About Eggs’ educa-
tion program launching a 
brand-new virtual hatch-
ery experience.

Thanks to the power of 
technology, the virtual 

hatchery gives students 
the opportunity to enjoy a 
real farm experience with-
out actually being there.

The idea for the virtual 
hatchery experience was 
hatched in response to 
COVID-19 restrictions that 
prevented schools from 
participating in excursions 
centred around real-life 
chicken hatcheries. 

These excursions al-
lowed students to watch 
chickens hatching and in 
their early growth phase. 

This forms the founda-
tion of a learning pro-
gram, teaching students 
what it takes to get an egg 
from farm to plate. 

The virtual hatchery, 
through a series of short 
videos, capture how 
chicks are born, grow and 
change within their first 
few days in a hatchery.

Each segment has been 
designed to teach students 
about life cycles and see 
first-hand where eggs 
come from.

Supported by additional 
activities that link with 
the Australian curricu-
lum areas of Visual Arts, 
Science, and Health and 
Physical Education, the 
virtual hatchery experi-
ence aims to educate stu-
dents about how chicks 
develop inside an egg, the 
properties of eggs, the 
needs of living things and 
how eggs fit into a bal-
anced diet.

Developed in partner-

ship with Kimberlin Ed-
ucation, the All About 
Eggs program provides 
a variety of fun and 
informative activities 
across primary and high 
school education, to en-
courage learning about 
chicks, hens, egg produc-
tion and the importance 
of the egg industry in 
Australia.

In addition to the vir-
tual hatchery video series, 
Australian Eggs enlisted 
the help of Poultry Wel-
fare Manager at Days 
Eggs, chick expert and 
egg farmer, Jess Spencer, 
to host a live and interac-
tive learning session. 

Broadcast from the 
farm in South Australia 
where Jess is responsi-
ble for the health and 
welfare of almost half 
a million laying hens, 
the session gave students 
the opportunity to par-
ticipate in egg-themed 
activities and quizzes, 
as well as ask questions 
that could be answered 
directly from the source. 

The session, held on 

Thursday October 22, was 
free to attend.

Australian Eggs manag-
ing director Rowan Mc-
Monnies said, “In Aus-
tralia, over 17 million 
eggs are consumed every 
day.”

“The virtual hatchery 
program gives us the op-
portunity to teach students 
in metropolitan, regional 
and remote classrooms 
across Australia about 
Australian farming prac-
tices and connecting them 
with their food source.

“The process of egg 
farming happens faster 
than in other agricultural 
industries, and students 
will learn about how 
many egg farming busi-
nesses raise the hens and 
collect, wash, grade, pack 
and transport the eggs 
to market themselves – 
sometimes all in the one 
day,” Mr McMonnies said.

For more information on 
All About Eggs and the 
virtual hatchery program, 
visit australianeggs.org.
au/education 

Kym 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006 
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293 
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products,

Delivered on time,

At competitive pricing,

Supported by the best

available technical service in

animal and livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Virtual hatchery connects farm to classroom

VICTORIANS have the 
chance to help improve 
animal welfare in the 
state by shaping new 
legislation, with a Direc-
tions Paper setting out 
key proposals and op-
tions for a new Animal 
Welfare Act now avail-
able for public comment. 

Minister for Agriculture 
Jaclyn Symes recently 
encouraged Victorians to 
have their say on the op-
tions for the new laws, 
which will help keep a 
high standard of animal 
welfare and support the 
state’s farmers to main-
tain access to important 
export markets. 

“Victorians love their 
animals – that’s why we 
are encouraging people 
to provide their feedback 
and shape new legislation 
that will help make sure 
people treat animals hu-

manely,” Minister Symes 
said.

A new act will deliver on 
the government’s election 
commitment to replace 
the current Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals Act 
1986 – which is more than 
30 years old. 

The Directions Paper sets 
out several proposals for 
the new act, which aim to 
strengthen Victoria’s repu-
tation as a humane and re-
sponsible producer of food, 
and to maintain public con-
fidence in the agriculture 
industry, research institu-
tions and many other ani-
mal sectors. 

Among the proposals 
put forward for comment 
is the setting of mini-
mum standards of care 
people must provide for 
animals. 

This would mean peo-
ple caring for animals 

must meet the basic needs 
of the animal – such as 
providing adequate food 
and water, and veterinary 
treatment for an injury or 
illness – rather than sim-
ply outlawing cruelty. 

Other options being 
considered are how best 
to deliver on the govern-
ment’s commitment to 
recognise animal sen-
tience – meaning they 
feel pleasure, comfort, 
discomfort, fear and pain 
– in the legislation, and 
how to ensure regulators 
are better able to drive be-
havioural change, monitor 
compliance and undertake 
enforcement. 

This would further pro-
tect the welfare of ani-
mals, with penalties better 
aligned with the serious-
ness of the offence, and 
authorised officers bet-
ter able to ensure animal 

carers are doing the right 
thing. 

Recognising animal sen-
tience would also bring 
Victoria in line with other 
Australian and interna-
tional jurisdictions. 

“Right now, animal wel-
fare obligations are spread 
through multiple acts, reg-
ulations, several national 
standards and guidelines, 
and almost 30 codes of 
practice,” Minister Symes 
said.

“Our new laws will sim-
plify the rules and help 
those doing the right thing 
demonstrate their high 
standard of care for ani-
mals.”

The Directions Paper 
was developed follow-
ing extensive consulta-
tion with key industry 
and community stake-
holders about our exist-
ing laws and opportuni-

ties for improvement. 
The government has 

already made reforms 
to improve animal wel-
fare, including mandatory 
pain relief when mulesing 
sheep, regulating appro-
priate fruit tree netting to 
protect wildlife and intro-
ducing the Pet Exchange 
Register to improve the 
traceability of cats and 
dogs. 

The government is also 
investing $3 million to 
support not-for-profit and 
community vet clinics, 
animal shelters and foster 
carers to purchase equip-
ment and improve their 
services. 

The Directions Paper and 
survey on the proposals for 
the new act are available at 
engage.vic.gov.au 

The survey closes on 
Monday December 14, 
2020. 

Have your say on a new animal welfare act 
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FEED represents the 
primary cost of broiler 
production, therefore 
the formulation of cost-
effective diets that meet 
broiler nutritional re-
quirements is critical. 

To ensure this objective 
is met, nutrient specifica-
tions of feed ingredients 
must be accurately deter-
mined. 

Due to the tight time 
constraints and fast pace 
of the industry, feed in-
gredients delivered to the 
feed mill are unable to be 
analysed via wet chem-
istry. 

Consequently, near in-
frared calibrations are of-
ten used within integrated 
operations to estimate the 
nutrient composition of 
feedstuffs. 

However, these readings 
often end up being re-
ceived as ‘historical’ data, 
as it can be some time 
before they reach the nu-
tritionist due to practical 
constraints, and consult-
ant nutritionists may not 
have access to NIR and 
must rely on book values. 

Thus, Australian broil-
er nutritionists have ex-
pressed concern, as many 
nutrient specification da-
tabases contain dated in-
formation or lack Austral-
ian specific data.

Therefore, to address 
this concern, recent Aus-
tralian and global feed 
ingredient data for com-
monly used Australian 
feed ingredients has been 
compiled to assist Aus-
tralian broiler integrator 
nutritionists achieve more 
precise diet formulation 
and realise improvements 
in production efficiency, 
reduced safety margins 
and feed costs. 

The primary objective 
of this database is to assist 

Australian broiler nutri-
tionists in diet formula-
tion – however, the da-
tabase should also prove 
useful to other industry 
members and poultry re-
searchers.

This database, support-
ed by AgriFutures Chick-
en Meat, compiled data 
from a total of 12 compa-
nies or databases, includ-
ing Adisseo, Ajinomoto, 
Cootamundra Oil Seeds, 
DuPont, Evonik, Poultry 
Hub, Novus, Premier Nu-
trition and RCI. 

The authors would also 
like to acknowledge the 
following open access 
sources which were also 
included – Feed Grain 
Partnership, Feedipedia 
and INRAE-CIRAD-
AFZ Feed Tables. 

Further data was also 
sourced from published 
journal articles where re-
quired. 

Data is reported for 42 
ingredients with 102 nu-
trient specifications per 
ingredient. 

The mean value, sample 
numbers, and standard de-
viations are also reported. 

Importantly, the stand-
ard deviation and sample 
number provided mean 
that the quality and ac-
curacy of the data can also 
be determined.

One of the main obser-
vations from this project 
is that the standard devia-
tion or variability of the 
Australian data was quite 
high, particularly in rela-
tion to the global data. 

While we have some 
excellent data, it is clear 
that our vast continent 
brings with it challenges 
in consistency, as the wide 
variation of environments, 
climates, growing meth-
ods, cultivars and such 
that exist are likely all at-

tributing to this variation. 
This is problematic, as 

the Australian data is al-
most as variable as the 
global data, but contains 
a fraction of the number 
of samples that the global 
data contain. 

Thus, the accuracy of 
the prediction of the true 
mean of the population is 
poor for many ingredient 
nutrient specifications. 

However, the data we 
presently have may be 
quickly enhanced by en-
suring all data provided 
presents the number of 
samples or standard devi-
ation, as this is critical to 
assess the extent of varia-
tion within our feed ingre-
dients and subsequently 
the level of uncertainty 
within diet formulations. 

Thus, there are three key 
recommendations arising 
from this project:

• To increase the 
amount of recent Austral-
ian nutrient data where 
possible – in particular 
areas of high variation, 
lacking mean values or 
standard deviations in-
cluding non-starch poly-
saccharide measurement, 
minerals (particularly 
digestible calcium), di-
gestible amino acids and 
starch (within some ce-
reals including triticale, 
sorghum, corn, oats)

• Perhaps more impor-
tantly, strong focus needs 
to be placed on improving 
our sampling methodol-
ogy and reporting prac-
tices within industry and 
research to ensure an ac-
curate representation of 
the nutrient content and 
variability within Austral-
ian feed ingredients

• Continue to capture 
new data (with mean, 
sample number and stand-
ard deviation) and pro-

gressively backfill older 
data (and add missing de-
scriptive data where pos-
sible) to build on the ro-
bustness of this database, 
so that this resource may 
continue to compile and 
deliver relevant informa-
tion to nutritionists and 
researchers.

By compiling and as-
sessing the variation with-
in current Australian and 
global feed ingredient nu-
trient specifications, it is 
clear that there are areas 
which are lacking recent 
Australian data, particu-
larly sample numbers and 
standard deviations. 

Thus, not only does 
this project deliver a use-
ful resource for Austral-
ian poultry nutritionists, 
industry and researchers, 
it is clear where focus 
should be placed moving 
forward. 

However, in order to be 
useful to industry in the 
long term, it is essential 
that the database is updated 
and continues to expand on 
a regular, ongoing basis, so 
that it may continue to pro-
vide relevant information 
and highlight areas which 
require further research or 
change.

The database, avail-
able in PDF form, may 
be downloaded from ag 
rifutures.com.au/product/
database-of-the-nutrient-
content-of-aust ra l ian-
feed-ingredients

Both the PDF and excel 
versions may be down-
loaded from extensionaus.
com.au/chickenmeatrde/
feed-database

Questions regarding the 
database may be direct-
ed to Dr Amy Moss at 
amoss22@une.edu.au 
Dr Amy Moss 

University of New England Postdoctoral Fellow Dr Amy Moss.

Official launch of the Australian 
feed ingredient database

February 9-10, 2021

2021 Australian 
Poultry Science 

Symposium

REGISTER TODAY
www.apss2021.com.au

DUE to ongoing un-
certainty with COV-
ID-19 restrictions, we 
will be offering vir-
tual registrations only 
at this time.

More information will 
be made available on 
how to upgrade your 
registration if the physi-
cal event in Sydney can 
go ahead.

Download the third 
announcement docu-
ment, which details im-
portant dates and links 
for authors submitting 
papers for next year’s 

conference, as well 
as prices of all of our 
sponsorship levels for 
APSS 2021 at apss2021.
com.au
Important dates
October 1, 2020

Online registration 
portal opened

Credit card payment 
will be required when 
registering online. 

If you are unable to 
register online or need 
to register for visa pur-
poses, please contact 
Benjamin Geist at ben-
jamin.geist@sydney.

edu.au for a manual 
registration form. 
December 13, 2020

Author registration 
deadline 

Registration to be 
completed by authors 
with accepted papers for 
presentation, otherwise 
they will be withdrawn 
from the program. 

For more information, 
contact 02 9351 1656, 
benjamin.geist@syd-
ney.edu.au or jo-ann.
geist@sydney.edu.au 
or visit apss2021.com.
au 

APSS Registration is now open

www.apss2021.com.au
www.aussiepumps.com.au
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MOULD growth in for-
age, feed and bedding 
on farm, both pre and 
post-harvest, is a com-
mon problem that results 
in loss of nutrients, re-
duced feed intake and 
production of secondary 
fungal metabolites, or 
mycotoxins.

Mycotoxins can cause 
liver damage, immuno-
suppression and increase 
susceptibility to diseases.

Mycotoxicosis in live-

stock worldwide has been 
extensively researched 
and is recognised as a ma-
jor concern for the health 
and welfare of the ani-
mals, as well as for effi-
cient production. 

Adsorbents used to coun-
ter the negative impacts 
of mycotoxins may have 
undesirable consequences 
of binding other nutrients 
from the daily ration. 

This must be considered 
in the choice of adsorbent 
used. 

Anpro is an adsorbent 
that can help mitigate the 
potentially harmful ef-
fects associated with the 
presence of secondary 
fungal metabolites found 
in feed and raw materials. 
Trial design 

Samples of Anpro were 
tested for their effect of 
binding minerals in vitro 
by Alimetrics in Finland. 

Three doses of binder 
were used: 0.1 percent, 0.5 

percent and 1.0 percent at 
both pH 2.5 and pH 6.5. 

The macro minerals as-
sessed were potassium 
(K), calcium (Ca), magne-
sium (Mg), sodium (Na) 
and phosphorus (P). 
Results

There was no effect of 
Anpro on the recovery of 
minerals from the solution.

That is, Anpro did not 
bind any of the minerals 
at any dose or either pH 
tested. 

A broad spectrum, low 
inclusion control system 
for feed quality manage-
ment, Anpro adsorbents 
are effective at reducing 
the contamination of sec-
ondary fungal metabolites 
from moulds and do not 
bind dietary minerals. 

Anpro is a cost effective, 
broad spectrum mycotox-
in management tool, even 
at low inclusion levels.

For more information, 
visit anpario.com 

POULTRY producers 
have a major challenge 
every day in the man-
agement of liquids.  

They need to clean, 
sterilise, collect and 
pump away waste and 
often provide fertiliser 
and nutrients to grow 
feed.  

Aussie Pumps has 
worked with operators 
to come up with a pack-
age that covers every-
thing, from the growing 
right through to the final 
production of the edible 
end product.

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said, “We have managed 
to go all the way, from 
initial birth and produc-
tion, through the grow-
ing cycle to product on 
supermarket shelves.” 

Keeping sheds clean to 
grow healthy chicks is 
mandatory – it is a legal 
obligation and a matter 

of good business.  
Aussie Pumps produc-

es a range of Austral-
ian conceived, designed 
and built pressure clean-
ers, all the way up to 
5000psi machines.

They can be electric or 
engine drive.  

They all feature stain-
less-steel frames, heavy-
duty Bertolini triplex 
pumps, and are fitted 
with solid ceramic pis-
tons and ‘cool-fin’ crank 
cases.

The range includes 
flows of up to 40L per 
minute, making them 
suitable for both wash 
and flush activities, and 
are designed in line 
with Aussie Pumps reg-
istered ‘Scud’ concept, 
where the stainless-steel 
frames are designed 
to have virtually zero 
sharps. 

Several poultry farm-
ers have graduated to 

hot wash and steam 
cleaning machines, to 
not only clean but to dis-
infect at the same time.  

The World Health Or-
ganisation has said that 
using hot water at over 
60C will kill almost all 
germs.

Aussie Pumps range 
starts with electric drive 
machines from 1800psi 
to 4000psi, with flows 
up to 21L per minute, 
and a hot water range 
able to reach tempera-
tures of up to 130C.

The machines come 
in stainless-steel frames 
and are mounted on four 
wheels, to make port-
able for anywhere on the 
farm.

Best of all, using steam 
means the elimination 
of caustic or harmful 
carcinogenic chemicals 
being used for cleaning 
in the shed.

Pumping effluent is all 
part of the job.  

The Aussie Pumps 
range includes super 
heavy-duty cast-iron 
semi-trash pumps ca-
pable of moving up to 
2300L per minute, with 
recently introduced 
models that can pump 
small compressible sol-
ids in suspension.

The new machines 
feature flows and high 
heads, with the ability 
to handle up to 1200L 
per minute and pump 
to a vertical lift of up 
to 80m.

They all self-prime 
and are built in a mono-
block style execution, 
with the quick open 
impellers and front-
opening port for easy 

cleanout, and silicon 
carbide mechanical 
seals and stainless-steel 
wear plant are used.  

As an ISO9001 cer-
tified company, Aussie 
Pumps believes in de-
livering products that 
work.   

Aussie Pumps also 
makes a range of trash 
pumps that are suitable 
for use in any situation, 
from farming to proces-
sors.

These machines, with 
flows of up to 6000L 
per minute, the ability 
to pump to heads of 47m 
and driven by either pet-
rol or diesel engines, are 
part of Aussie Pumps 
quick prime range.  

They all feature excel-
lent priming capabili-
ties, with several models 
capable of lift of up to 
7.6m, and are designed 
to handle solids in sus-
pension of up to 7.6cm 
(or 3”) in diameter.

The company also 
makes agricultural spray 
units – with flows of 
up to 125L per minute 
and pressures up to 50 
bar, powered by Honda 
petrol or Yanmar diesel 
engines and in handy 
stainless-steel carry 
frames – are capable of 
being used for anything 
from wash and flush to 
spraying agricultural 
chemicals or even disin-
fectants.

For more information, 
including Aussie Pumps 
free Agricultural Solu-
tions Brochure, visit 
aussiepumps.com.au 
or contact one of Aus-
sie Pumps distributors 
throughout Australia. 

Agribusiness

Talk to us today

Will Gurry
Valuations & Advisory
0488 553 988           

Chris Holgar 
Transactions
0411 177 167 

HereWe’re
Whether it’s from the breeder farm to the 
processing plant or free range run to the carton, 
our national team has the technical expertise, 
market intelligence and industry contacts to assist 
you in making the most of your property decisions.

jll.com.au/agriculture
Effect of Anpro on Mineral Binding at pH 2.5 and 6.5.

Anpro does not bind dietary minerals

Aussie Pumps poultry package
BUYING food from 
unregulated vendors on 
social media puts both 
you and your family at 
risk of food poisoning.

The Food Safety In-
formation Council has 
warned Australians not 
to buy or sell food pre-
pared in unregulated 
home kitchens on social 
media sites.

Food Safety Informa-
tion Council chair Cathy 
Moir said that people 
selling unregulated food 
through social media 
sites such as Facebook 
and WeChat were putting 
the public at risk, as it 
was unlikely they would 
meet the required food 
safety standards.

“We first became aware 
of this practice after me-
dia reports in May 2020, 
and since then this prac-
tice has increased sig-
nificantly, with a range 
of high-risk foods such 
as curries, spring rolls, 

dumplings, roast meats, 
baked goods, pastas, sea-
food and even raw sau-
sages being offered,” Ms 
Moir said.

“Government and en-
forcement agencies are 
clamping down on un-
registered food busi-
nesses – though new 
sellers keep popping up, 
putting a considerable 
strain on our health ser-
vices.”

Unregulated food sales 
pose a food safety risk, 
can have severe health 
consequences and are il-
legal. 

The rules around the 
production and selling 
of food in Australia are 
strict and anyone selling 
food must adhere to the 
state or territory regula-
tions. 

Licensed sellers comply 
with labelling require-
ments, food safety knowl-
edge and controls, which 
cover hygiene, safe cook-

ing and cooling rules, 
correct refrigeration, safe 
storage and transporta-
tion.

Prior to purchasing 
food, ask these questions:

Is the location the food 
is collected from a home 
address?

Does the vendor have 
a website or social me-
dia page that proves it is 
a licensed food business 
and, if not, can the ven-
dor prove it has a food 
licence or is a registered 
business?

Is the food a much 
cheaper price than you 
would usually pay?

If in doubt, don’t take the 
risk of buying unsafe food. 

“If you are considering 
turning your hobby into a 
business, we recommend 
contacting your local 
council for advice on how 
to set up a food business, 
safely,” Ms Moir said. 

For more information, 
visit foodsafety.asn.au 

Don’t risk illegal food 
sales on social media

www.jll.com.au/agriculture
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Leghorn 1000 chicken 
caravan x 3

Purpose-built brooding 
shed x 10

$30,000  
EACH ONO

• Colorbond steel
• Electric egg conveyors
• Nest box levelling

• Solar excluders and lights
• On-board water tanks
• Rollaway nest boxes

$8000  
EACH ONO

These sheds are purpose built to brood and raise meat birds or layers on pasture.  They are 
on sliders and can be moved by tractor on farm.  They have gas fittings to enable heating and 
an IBC watering system. They are completely enclosed with heavy duty walls which open for 
ventilation and raisable mesh sides to allow access to pasture.  These brooders are suitable for 
growing out 500 birds.

Please call 0447 981 101or email Info@possumcreek.com.au

~ FOR SALE ~

A NEW agriculture 
business headed by 
John B. Fairfax has 
acquired farms near 
Tamworth and in 
southeast Queensland 
to the value of $23 mil-
lion, amid a surge of 
high net worth and in-
stitutional capital into 
food-producing rural 
property.

Established in Novem-
ber last year, Fairglen 
Farms comes under the 
umbrella of Sydney-
based Marinya Capital, 
the family office of the 
former media baron.

Ownership is split 
evenly between John B. 
Fairfax, his wife Helen 
and their son Nicholas.

According to its web-
site, Fairglen Farms will 
invest in “large-scale 
agricultural businesses 
for the Fairfax family.”

“Our primary focus 
is growing our assets 
across Australia and 
New Zealand while 
developing long-term 
strategic partnerships 
across the agricultural 
supply chain.”

Heading up the Fair-
glen Group as chief ex-
ecutive office is Janelle 

Cashin, the former chief 
operating officer of 
poultry giant Inghams 
and a non-executive di-
rector at SunPork.

Ms Cashin declined to 
comment on the Fairfax 
family’s broader plans for 
Fairglen Farms citing the 
newness of the venture.

“There’s not much 
to talk about yet,” Ms 
Cashin said.

Fairglen’s first acquisi-
tion is a 990.5-hectare 
mixed-farming property 
on Somerton Road in 
Klori, about 40 kilome-
tres north of Tamworth.

Property records show 
it was acquired for $17.5 
million.

In southeast Queens-
land in the Scenic Rim 
region, Fairglen paid 
$5.45 million for an 
88-hectare poultry farm 
at 58 Sawmill Road in 
Aratula. 

The property was of-
fered for sale by the 
Majeed family’s L&N 
Sunshine Group.

The Fairglen acquisi-
tions follow a stream 
of high net worth and 
institutional funds into 
farmland on the back 
of strong commodity 

prices, rising demand 
for food security and the 
resilience shown by the 
agricultural sector dur-
ing the pandemic.

John B. Fairfax has 
strong ties to farming 
through both his success 
in turning Rural Press 
into a successful pub-
lishing empire, and fam-
ily investments in agri-
culture and its support 
of nature conservation.

It has also been re-
ported that Mr Fairfax 

spent $14 million on a 
144-hectare poultry 
farm on Mount Walker 
Rd at Rosevale in the 
Scenic Rim.

The acquisition was 
through 41Boulders Pty 
Ltd, which has the same 
shareholders and direc-
tors as Fairglen. 

The property has ap-
proval for 12 sheds 
housing up to 480,000 
chickens.

First appeared on afr.
com 

CRITICAL govern-
ment and industry ac-
tion to modernise the 
Australian export meat 
inspection and regula-
tory system is underway 
following the $328 mil-
lion Busting Congestion 
for Agricultural Export-
ers measure, announced 
by the Australian Gov-
ernment as part of the 
2020/21 Budget.

The Busting Congestion 
for Agricultural Exporters 
package will fund reforms 
for Australian agricultur-
al sectors, including the 
meat processing sector, to 
reduce unnecessary red 
tape, get products to ex-
port markets faster and 
support jobs in rural and 
remote Australia.

The package, worth 
more than $328.4 mil-
lion over four years from 
2020-21, will:

• Support Australia’s ag-
riculture industry to grow 
towards a $100 billion in 
farm gate returns by 2030 
– from $61 billion cur-
rently

• Maintain and strength-
en existing preferential 
access to overseas mar-
kets

• Support economic re-
covery, and provide jobs 
in rural, regional and re-
mote Australia

• Support government 
efforts in response to 
COVID-19, bushfires and 
drought, and

• Provide an immedi-
ate freeze on increases 
in fees and charges, to 
assist exporters with the 
impacts of COVID-19, 
with stepped increases to 
be spread over four years 
consistent with the gov-
ernment’s cost recovery 
policy.

The measures an-
nounced in the budget 
will support the devel-
opment of a more com-
petitive meat industry 
by bolstering Australia’s 
reputation as a provider 
of high-quality safe meat, 
underpinned by a robust 
regulatory system.

To deliver strong out-
comes for the export meat 
processing sector, a pack-
age of modernisation pro-
posals has been developed 
in conjunction with, and 
strongly supported by, in-
dustry leaders – including 
senior representatives of 
the Australian Meat In-
dustry Council and other 
export meat processing 
establishments.

Deputy Secretary of the 
Department of Agricul-
ture, Water and the En-
vironment’s Agriculture 
Trade Group David Ha-
zlehurst said the moderni-
sation of the export meat 
sector will be the most 
comprehensive undertak-

en since the 2011 Austral-
ian Export Meat Inspec-
tion System reforms.

“The package will mod-
ernise Australia’s regula-
tory approach, making 
our systems best practice 
and enabling the Depart-
ment, in its role as the 
agricultural export regula-
tor, to undertake its assur-
ance more efficiently,” Mr 
Hazlehurst said.

Major modernisation 
proposals includes the 
‘Digital Services to Take 
Farmers to Markets’ and 
‘Building a More Com-
petitive Meat Industry’ 
measures.

The Digital Services to 
Take Farmers to Markets 
measure includes an in-
vestment of $222.2 mil-
lion to modernise Aus-
tralia’s agricultural export 
systems by reducing red 
tape and improving regu-
lation and service deliv-
ery for our producers and 
exporters.

Practically, this measure 
will transition depart-
mental export systems 
online and provide a sin-
gle portal for transactions 
between exporters and 
government, streamlining 
processes for exporters 
and helping them expe-
rience faster and more 
cost-effective services, 
while continuing to meet 
trading partners’ require-
ments.

The Building a More 
Competitive Meat Indus-
try measure embeds mod-
ernisation activities that 
will keep Australia’s ex-
port systems world lead-
ing and introduces new 
regulatory assurance tools 
that reward high levels of 
conformance and targets 
any areas of poor compli-
ance.

The measure also intro-
duces flexible assurance 
methods, including smart-
er technology to ensure 
the Australian meat indus-
try maintains and expands 
its global position as the 
number one supplier of 
choice.

Key modernisation pro-
posals include:

• A digital modernisa-
tion roadmap investing 
in technology and iden-
tifying opportunities to 
improve regulatory ac-
tivities such as develop-
ing electronic processes 
to replace paper-based 
forms, bringing in ‘smart’ 
technologies for agreed 
verification activities and 
doing away with manual 
processes and outdated 
technologies to bring in 
administrative efficiency

• A commitment from 
industry leaders to the 
full implementation of 
the 2011 Australian Au-
thorised Officer AEMIS 

reforms from March 2021, 
supported by a six-month 
transition timeframe – 
practically this means that 
department will no longer 
provide Food Safety Meat 
Inspectors where the 
function could otherwise 
be provided through the 
use of Australian Gov-
ernment Authorised Of-
ficers, instead the depart-
ment will only continue 
to provide a government 
veterinarian and a FSMA 
who will undertake the 
final disposition of prod-
uct at each export meat 
establishment in accord-
ance with market access 
requirements

• Post-mortem inspec-
tion and disposition mod-
ernisation activities to 
align modern food safety 
science and our meat 
standards

• The ongoing imple-
mentation of a formal, 
transparent market access 
prioritisation framework

• With a focus on high 
performing quality sys-
tems, transitioning export 
establishments to six-
monthly audits with an-
nual audits introduced for 
highly compliant process-
ing establishments that 
have capacity to provide 
real time and quality data 
assurance to the depart-
ment, and

• Improvements to sys-
tems and processes, such 
as streamlined approval 
variations for Approved 
Arrangements, and as-
sessing new technologies 
such as smart-glasses, 
other virtual technologies 
and enhanced processing 
equipment, for introduc-
tion at export meat pro-
cessing establishments 
in a simplified and more 
timely way.

AMIC’s National Pro-
cessor Council chair Terry 
Nolan said the Australian 
export meat sector under-
stood the vital role it plays 
in achieving our joint aim 
of $100 billion in farm 
gate returns by 2030.

“A key pillar of this is 
building exports – and our 
sector plays a key role 
in Australia’s overall ag-
ricultural export growth,” 
Mr Nolan said.

“Knowing that we can 
continue to deliver high-
quality and safe meat 
products to a global mar-
ket is paramount.

“It’s also incredibly im-
portant that we work with 
government to make sure 
that our regulatory system 
continues to be contem-
porary, fit for purpose and 
robust.

“We are proud to play 
our part in driving mod-
ernisation for the benefit 
of the whole agricultural 
sector.” 

Modernising the meat  
export regulatory system

Fairfax family snaps up farms

John B Fairfax is expanding his agricultural invest-
ments. Photo: Danielle Smith
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AUSTRALIA is on 
track for a major recov-
ery in grain production, 
with the winter harvest 
set to come in at above-
average levels, accord-
ing to recently released 
forecasts by agribusiness 
specialist Rabobank. 

In its Australian Winter 
Crop Production Outlook 
2020/2021, the agribusi-
ness bank said that after 
three successive years of 
below-average production 
due to drought in many 
parts of the country, Aus-
tralia’s “long-awaited 
grain production recovery 
is here” – with the nation 
expected to harvest 47.4 
million tonnes of winter 
grains, oilseeds and puls-
es this year. 

This is an increase of 63 
percent on last year and 
16 percent above the five-
year average. 

For NSW, it represents 
a staggering 366 percent 
increase on last year’s 
harvest, and for Queens-
land 139 percent – with 
all grain-growing states in 
Australia set to record an 
increase in production. 

Rabobank senior grains 
analyst Cheryl Kalisch 
Gordon said in the report, 

“This increase not only 
represents a recovery, but 
also puts production back 
over average levels.” 

“A 22 percent year-on-
year increase in planted 
hectares, together with 
well-timed and above-
average rainfall in most 
regions, support our ex-
pectations for 28.8 mil-
lion tonnes of wheat, 11 
million tonnes of barley 
and 3.3 million tonnes of 
canola to be harvested in 
Australia in 2020/21,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said.

This will see Australia 
stage a major return to the 
global grains market, with 
Rabobank forecasting the 
nation’s grain exports to 
increase 93 percent on last 
year. 

According to the report, 
exports would be sup-
ported by a relatively-low 
Australian dollar – fore-
cast to remain at around 
70 US cents for the com-
ing year – and compara-
tively high global grains 
prices. 

“The last time Australia 
had export volumes in 
these ranges, the Aus-
tralian dollar was 10 US 
cents higher and global 
grain prices were around 

35 percent lower than our 
current forecasts for the 
year ahead,” Dr Kalisch 
Gordon said. 

“Both these factors will 
assist in moving these an-
ticipated export volumes 
and support a good year 
for Australian grain farm-
ers.” 
From famine to feast 

NSW would be the driv-
ing force behind Aus-
tralia’s grain recovery in 
2020/21 after being “the 
epicentre of devastatingly 
low grain production in 
recent years.”

“NSW has gone from 
worst performer to best 
in only 12 months, to lead 
the pack when it comes 
to grain production,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said. 

“We expect a year-on-
year lift of 12 million 
tonnes – a massive 366 
percent increase – in grain 
production in NSW, which 
would put the state’s har-
vest neck and neck with 
its record 2016/17 harvest. 

“Seasonal conditions in 
NSW have been near to 
ideal and in stark contrast 
to recent years. 

“Most production gains 
will be made in the central 
west, but above-average 

yields are also expected 
in the north and south of 
the state. 

“All other states are set 
for an average or above-
average harvest, with the 
exception of Western Aus-
tralia. 

“Here, a poor start and 
lower rainfall across the 
growing season means we 
expect a hit and miss year 
for WA, with the state’s 
harvest volume to come 
in above last year but still 
10 percent below the five-
year average.” 
Wet spring 

The report said with a 
La Niña now declared ac-
tive by the Bureau of Me-
teorology – for the first 
time since 2010 – and 
expected to deliver a wet 
spring, this would help 
finish crops and improve 
soil moisture in the east-
ern states, ahead of sum-
mer crop planting. 

“Above-average spring 
rain will be beneficial, es-
pecially for regions that 
had a drier July and Au-
gust, though the risk of a 
wet harvest – especially 
in parts of Victoria and 
NSW – is heightened,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said. 

“Above-average rainfall 

during later spring does, of 
course, introduce challeng-
es to harvest and the pros-
pect of impact on quality. 

“In areas that have al-
ready begun harvest, such 
as northern NSW, rain 
delays have already inter-
rupted progress. 

“This brings with it the 
real risk of downgrades 
to the quality of the grain 
which, if widespread, could 
have a substantial impact 
on the market due to the 
change in the quality pro-
file of grain on offer.” 
COVID concerns 

The report said Austral-
ia’s grain sector had been 
able to proceed with an 
almost ‘business as usual’ 
production year, despite 
the upheaval caused by 
COVID-19. 

Challenges related to the 
availability of harvest la-
bour and contractors were 
also expected to be man-
aged for the most part, 
with forward planning 
and workarounds in place. 

“Early season concerns 
regarding input availabil-
ity due to COVID were 
managed so that there 
were no material impacts 
on production and, for the 
most part, we expect the 

same with harvest,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said.

“However, the need to 
manage a wet harvest pe-
riod without the typical 
labour force may deliver 
some regionally signifi-
cant production and qual-
ity downgrades.” 
Market outlook 

Notwithstanding the 
need to rebuild domes-
tic grain stocks following 
drought, Australia is on 
track to export 19.8 mil-
lion tonnes of wheat, 5.6 
million tonnes of barley 
and 2.7 million tonnes 
of canola this year, Ra-
bobank forecasts. 

According to the report, 
while global wheat stocks 
are forecast to grow again 
by more than five percent 
in 2020/21, the location of 
those stocks outside key 
exporting nations means 
global prices are expected 
to be supported. 

“With a combined 15 
million tonne year-on-
year reduction in wheat 
exports from the Europe-
an Union and Ukraine this 
year, the world is looking 
to Australia’s recovery to 
help keep the market in 
balance,” Dr Kalisch Gor-
don said. 

The bank forecasts 
Chicago Board of Trade 
wheat to trade around 
US cents 580 per bush-
ell ($A8.18/bu) over the 
coming 12 months, up 12 
percent year on year and 
approaching 40 percent 
higher than 2016/17, when 
Australia last harvested 
an above-average winter 
grain crop. 

“Despite supply renewal 
in Australia, we expect 
domestic prices to be 
supported by both global 
prices – which we expect 
to be near to 40 percent 
higher than the last time 
Australia had an above-
average harvest – and by 
an Australian dollar that 
is lower than 2016/17,” Dr 
Kalisch Gordon said.

“This will keep prices 
in line with the five-year 
average and off the lows 
of 2016/17.” 
Barley 

Based on the outlook, 
with barley representing 
close to 23 percent of this 
year’s winter crop har-
vest, 2020/21 is expected 
to be the second-highest 
barley crop on record (al-
beit still 19 percent behind 
2016/17). 

Export opportunities for 
Australian barley are also 

very different to 2016/17, 
with China’s introduction 
of tariffs on Australian 
barley effectively ruling 
out significant volumes 
being sold to that market 
in the near term. 

“Instead sales to feed-
grain markets – such as 
Saudi Arabia, Japan and 
Thailand – will dominate 
Australian barley exports 
this year,” Dr Kalisch 
Gordon said.

“This will mean pricing 
that is competitive relative 
to other origins of feed 
grain and at a discount 
to corn. 

“These exports will also 
not replace the volumes 
that would have gone to 
China.” 

As such, domestic barley 
stocks will grow this year, 
keeping local prices at a 
broad discount to wheat 
in 2021. 
Canola and pulses 

Despite an increased 
Australian canola harvest, 
Australian canola prices 
are expected to remain 
supported in 2020/21. 

EU import demand for 
canola will approach re-
cord volumes this year 
due to a significantly 
below-average European 
rapeseed (canola) harvest 
for the second year run-
ning – with Australia ‘in 
the box seat’ to provide 
non-genetically modified 
canola, the European pref-
erence, to that market.

“We also expect Austral-
ian genetically modified 
canola prices to remain 
supported in 2020/21, 
based on higher year-on-
year pricing in the global 
edible oil complex more 
broadly, and potential 
Chinese demand for GM 
canola,” Dr Kalisch Gor-
don said. 
Cash or carry 

According to the out-
look, after successive 
years of drought, the gen-
eration of cashflow would 
be critical for many Aus-
tralian grain farmers this 
season.

“However, alongside this 
there is also increased 
on-farm storage capacity 
among growers, as well 
as the recent memory of 
high grain pricing due 
to drought while interest 
rates are at record lows,” 
Dr Kalisch Gordon said. 

“With this in mind, we 
expect a large number of 
farmers will choose to 
carry grain, especially 
barley, into 2021.” 

Australia on track for above-average winter crop 
Rabobank senior grains analyst Cheryl Kalisch Gordon. Australian winter crop production outlook.

A POULTRY farm 
near the future airport 
at Badgerys Creek 
in Sydney’s west has 
sold for $14.5 million 
to buyers in the food 
industry, who have 
earmarked the site for 
future industrial devel-
opment.

The 3.96-hectare block 
is the first site to have 
been sold since the NSW 
government gazetted the 
rezoning of 6500 hec-
tares of land as part of 
five ‘priority precincts’ 
in the Western Sydney 
Aerotropolis to provide 
for employment, residen-
tial and environmental 
uses.

NSW Minister for 
Planning and Public 
Spaces Rob Stokes said 
the rezoning of the Aer-
otropolis Core, Badgerys 
Creek, Northern Gate-
way, Agribusiness and 
Wianamatta – South 
Creek would provide 
the potential for 100,000 
new jobs, as well as 

homes to 30,000 resi-
dents once fully devel-
oped.

The poultry property 
at 205 Lawson Road was 
sold to two families in 
the food industry – the 
Barba and Putrino fami-
lies – who plan to oper-
ate their own businesses 
on the land and specula-
tively develop it into an 
industrial site.

The block has been 
earmarked to be rezoned 
for flexible mixed use 
and employment pur-
poses.

CBRE’s Elijah Shakir, 
Andrew Sukkar and Fa-
bio Screpis negotiated 
the sale.

Mr Shakir said the 
sales campaign had at-
tracted significant inter-
est because of the scale 
of the site and its prox-
imity to the new airport, 
which is due for comple-
tion in 2026.

“We have a number 
of mandates from buy-
ers seeking similar sites 

to capitalise on oppor-
tunities associated with 
the development of the 
airport and surrounding 
government infrastruc-
ture totalling over $5.25 
billion,” Mr Shakir said.

He said the site ben-
efited from good ac-
cess to major transport 
routes, which would be 
enhanced by the pro-
posed North South Rail 

Line and South West 
Rail Link extensions, 
M12 Motorway and M9 
Orbital.

The sale equates to 
a new record pricing 
of $366 a square me-
tre, which highlights 
the demand for land in 
the area among both 
owner-occupiers and 
institutional investors 
looking for sites that 

have potential to be re-
developed into indus-
trial property.

“The transaction sets 
a new benchmark for 
the Badgerys Creek 
precinct, representing a 
28 percent uplift on the 
previous record set two 
years ago when the Aer-
otropolis precinct maps 
were first issued,” Mr 
Sukkar said. 

Poultry farm near airport sells as development site

Industrial use has been proposed for the poultry farm recently sold at 205 
Lawson Drive in Badgerys Creek.
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The perfect  
production partnership

At SBA, we know the perfect egg begins with a quality layer. That’s why we’ve 
spent over 50 years ensuring our customers benefit from a dependable supply of 
genetically superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old chicks and point-of-lay pullets.

As the largest specialist supplier to Australia’s egg farms, we continue to invest in 
the world’s most technically advanced breeding facilities – and offer on the ground 
husbandry and technical advice so you can continuously improve productivity, feed 
conversion and egg quality.

At SBA, quality is just part of our DNA.

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU
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www.specialisedbreeders.com.au
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist ser-
vices and facilities in the poultry industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accom-
plish, here’s a group of business cards 
that guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

Lawrie Coutts
Technical Service Manager – VIC

0475 802 675
lawriecoutts@specialisedbreeders.com.au

10274 SBA PDF Cards.indd   2 27/4/18   3:30 pm

Jonathan Leslie
National Sales and Marketing Manager

0459 893 518
jonathanleslie@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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TECHNICAL
SYSTEMS
AUSTRALIA

Scotty Miller
DIRECTOR

PO BOX 30, Donnybrook QLD 4510 AUSTRALIA
86 Berrburrum-Donnybrook Road, Donnybrook

PHONE: 07 5429 2028 INT: +61 7 5429 2028
MOBILE: 0424 413 484 FAX: 07 5429 2038
EMAIL: scotty@tsa.tech WEB: www.tsa.tech

PTY
LTD

Juan Diaz (Vic)
Tel: 0429 125 448

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231 
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, South Australia

Regional Sales Representatives 
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Damien Kelly (Vic) 
Tel: 0448 273 114

Michael Pretorius (NSW) 
Tel: 0409 600 377 

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Tina Grech - Nutritionist (SA) 
Tel: 0407 608 179

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293

Kate Parry 0448 340 619

Tim Smith
Technical Service Manager – NSW

0407 104 185
timsmith@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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Dieter Karlin
Technical Service Manager – QLD/WA

0418 131 119
dieterkarlin@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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Ben Collins
Managing Editor

BBus DipBusMan GradDipEd

Phone: 07 3286 1833
Mobile: 0439 708 602
Email:  ben@collins.media

PO Box 162 Wynnum Q 4178 | Unit 14, 51 Industry Pl, Wynnum Q 4178

Garry Grant T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au

Global-Mark.com.au®
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www.mightybulk.com.au

Mark Hawes
BScNano(Hons), MBA
National Sales Manager  
Bulk Storage Division

12 Keith Campbell Court
Scoresby Vic 3179
+61 (03) 9702 4855
Facsimile: (03) 9702 4865
0447 852 211
mhawes@lgpm.com.au

Fabian Barcelo
0477 444 674

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH …

Phone  1300 059 003 
Email  info@polytex.net.au 
Web  www.polytex.net.au

•  Fan covers •  Door covers  
•  Brooder/air control curtains 
•  Thermal & blockout blinds  
•  Poultry shade sails 
•  Cool cell covers

Ÿ Cast iron

Ÿ Great prices for Australian 

      Poultry Industries members 

Ÿ 2", 3" & 4" 
      semi trash pumps

Ÿ Big flows

Ÿ ISO 9001

Ÿ Self-priming

Aussie Pumps Poultry Package

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Heavy duty blasters with 
extra flow for fast, effective 
wash-down

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm
2,600 psi
Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi

Ÿ Big Berty triplex pumps

Ÿ Australia’s No 1 
     pressure cleaner manufacturer

Ÿ Engine & electric drive

Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

Ÿ Aussie quality

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Poultry Industries members 

Come clean with Aussie

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

www.gsiag.com.au
www.aussiepumps.com.au
www.aussiepumps.com.au
www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
www.tresidders.com.au
www.tresidders.com.au
www.hydroinnovations.com.au
www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
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■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card

The Chicken Grower’s Choice

Phone: 1300 815 888
(+61) 07 3281 3200

Fax: 1300 816 888
(+61) 07 3281 8295

PO Box 95, Ipswich
Queensland Australia 4305

www.santrev.com

enquiries@santrev.com.au

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.

Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12

28 Freshwater Place
Southbank VIC 3006

Mobile +61 457 104 105
Fax +61 3 8855 6511

leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

poultrynews.com.au • ben@collins.media

Advertise 
your business 
card here 
call 07 3286 1833

NATIONAL

Matt Henry
Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.com

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N S™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

Associate Professor Peter Groves BVSc MANZCVS PhD
Director Poultry Research Foundation

Faculty of Science
The University of Sydney - Camden Campus
N138 JL Shute Building C01
425 Werombi Road, Brownlow Hill NSW 2570 Australia

+61 2 9351 1612   +61 2 9351 1693 (fax)   +61 418 118 005
peter.groves@sydney.edu.au
sydney.edu.au

R & E SHEDS
Built to Last

Lot 63 Mersey Rd
Bringelly NSW 2556
Fax: 02 4774 8415

Etienne Mifsud
Mob: 0428 481 811
Mob: 0417 481 811

Office: 02 4774 8764
Email: reshed@bigpond.com

1300-R&R Sheds BC.indd   1 2/8/11   7:19:33 PM

Will Gurry
Valuations & Advisory
0488 553 988  
will.gurry@ap.jll.com     

Chris Holgar  
Transactions
0411 177 167 
chris.holgar@ap.jll.com     

Agribusiness
Advisory / Valuations / Transactions

Better outcomes through advanced systems
www.stockyardindustries.com

Steven Clohesy
Mobile: 0427 733 141
Email: steven@stockyardindustries.com

54 King Street, Clifton
Queensland, Australia 4361
Telephone: 07 4697 3344
Facsimile: 07 4697 3532

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

Dr Tom Harrison BVSc

Business Manager - Swine & Poultry

27-33 Piper Lane East Bendigo Victoria 3550 

PO Box 2388 Bendigo DC 3554 

M: +61 428 668 266   P: +613 5445 5435   F: +613 5445 5914

E: tom.harrison@apiam.com.au

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 
Western Australia 6162

Ÿ Loads of features

Ÿ Hot Wash & Steam 
  Cleaners to 130°C

Ÿ 4,000 psi

Ÿ 240v & 415v

Ÿ Stainless steel covers

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Poultry Industries members  

Ÿ Aussie quality

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with steam

Dr Ray Johnson
Principal and Managing Director

Agribusiness                Food manufacture & retail                 Wine

3 Spring Street, Sydney NSW 2000

M:  0419 012 841 | T: 02 9223 9944

E: ray@agri.com.au | www.agri.com.au

Dr Ray Johnson
Principal and Managing Director

From paddock to plate, we know people: how to find them and 

make sure they’re right for your role and culture.

Dr Ray Johnson
Principal and Managing Director

Agribusiness                Food manufacture & retail                 Wine

Mark Bennett  0427 627 774

Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159

Veterinarian

Steven Black  0437 627 000

Ronnie O’Rorke  0419 648 433

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138

PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128

T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

A NEW commercial 
study with hy-line brown 
hens at a large layer 
farm in Western Europe 
has shown that adding 
Orego-Stim – a source 
of 100 percent natural 
oregano essential oil – 
in layer diets results in 
more saleable eggs per 
hen and a reduced mor-
tality.

Two sheds of 90,000 
hens were fed either a 
standard diet (control) 
or standard diets supple-
mented with Orego-Stim 
from 16-81 weeks. 

Inclusion of the OEO-
based additive initially 

began at 450g per tonne of 
feed from 16-34 weeks of 
age and was then reduced 
to 300g per tonne of feed 
from 34-81 weeks of age.

The supplementation 
of the OEO feed additive 
from start until end of lay 
resulted in 13 more eggs 
per hen by 81 weeks and 
a 2.2 percent reduction in 
mortality. 

Egg quality was also im-
proved compared to hens 
fed the control diet. 

OEO supplementation 
resulted in fewer cracked 
and dirty eggs, providing 
a 1.6 percent increase in 
first class eggs.

Anpario technical sup-
port coordinator Dr Emma 
Lund said, “Overall, the 
beneficial combination of 
improved egg quality, egg 
numbers and larger egg 
weights resulted in more 
saleable eggs, increasing 
the producer’s income.” 

“The producer received 
a 26.9 percent and 21.6 
percent higher income 
from extra-large and large 
eggs respectively, com-
pared to the control shed. 

“This gave an impres-
sive return on investment 
of 5.5:1.”

“Orego-Stim is a high-
quality eubiotic manufac-

tured by Anpario and con-
tains 100 percent natural 
oregano essential oil,” Dr 
Lund said. 

“The study demonstrates 
it can be a cost-effective, 
natural solution for im-
proving hen gut health, 
which is key to support-
ing liveability and laying 
performance. 

“Hens supplemented 
with Orego-Stim had a 
greater peak production 
and a consistently im-
proved persistence of lay.”

With proven efficacy 
across a multitude of spe-
cies, phytogenic feed ad-
ditives such as OEO can 

provide a multitude of 
benefits in supporting lay-
ing hen health and perfor-
mance. 

OEO sources produced 
from the whole oil contain 
a multitude of naturally 
occurring compounds, 
which work in synergy 
to offer several well-doc-
umented properties and 
functions. 

This includes antimicro-
bial, anti-inflammatory, 
immunomodulatory and 
antioxidant functions, all 
of which have a role in 
supporting optimal health 
and performance. 

Results from commercial trial show improved  
laying hen performance and reduced mortality

www.aussiepumps.com.au
www.kemin.com
www.customvac.com.au
www.stockyardindustries.com
www.sydney.edu.au
www.poultrynews.com.au
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BEAT THE HEAT WITH A  
CUMBERLAND KOMFORT KOOLER

CONTACT PETER LUTTERSCHMIDT AT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN 
FOR ALL YOUR POULTRY EQUIPMENT NEEDS.

Get ready for Summer now with early order discounts on evaporative cooling systems, parts and pads.

Building from new or upgrading your existing cool system, Komfort Kooler Evaporative Cooling Systems use the natural 
cooling effect of evaporation to reduce bird stress and therefore improve bird weight over summer.

Komfort Koolers feature open or closed top systems along with deep trough and or recirculating sump components. 
Patented Roll Seal Sidewall systems are designed to fit the Komfort Kooler evaporative cooling system with a precision 
tight fit to limit air infiltration.

We currently have complete system upgrades available in stock and you should also talk to us about our Bulk Cooling Pad 
purchase deals.

Take comfort this summer in the Cumberland Komfort Kooler along with the expertise of AGCO Grain & Protein.

AGCO Grain & Protein 
615-645 Somerville Road 

Sunshine West, VIC, Australia 3020 

Peter: 0429 653 315  
peter.lutterschmidt@agcocorp.com 

agcograinandprotein.com.au

http://www.agcograinandprotein.com.au/
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