
Stockyard Industries
54 King Street,  

Clifton QLD 4361

07 4697 3344

WITH RAINMAKER AND COOL CELL PADS
• Pad cooling system, simple and highly effective for hot and dry climates 

• Simple installation requirements and pads easily removed for maintenance 

•  Open system, meaning water supply is always visible and prevents closed  
spaces for rodents to nest 

•  The cool cell pads are made of cellulose that provide a high saturation efficiency  
enabling effective cooling or plastic which are durable in harsh environments

•  The bottom trough acts as a reservoir where excess water is collected and returned  
to the cycle, water reservoir takes up to 48 litres per running metre water capacity

•  The top deflector ensures water is evenly distributed  
to the whole pad www.stockyardindustries.com

BEAT THE HEAT THIS SUMMER
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www.stockyardindustries.com
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THIS year due to the 
pandemic, Poultry 
Hub Australia’s Ideas 
Exchange Conference 
was held as a virtual 
event. 

The day began with a 
quote “Life changes very 
quickly, in a very posi-
tive way, if you let it.”

I wanted to highlight 
that while we are facing 
new challenges in 2020, 
the opportunity exists 
to turn every challenge 
into a positive. 

Following this mes-
sage, I gave an overview 
of Poultry Hub Austral-
ia’s achievements over 
the last financial year, 
highlighting our suc-
cesses and looking to 
our future challenges. 

While preparing the 
overview, I reflected on 
our key triumphs, in-
cluding a host of new 
industry members, 
three new staff mem-
bers, increased invest-
ment in our three key 
areas of research, edu-
cation and training, and 
several successful im-
portant grants. 

It’s wonderful to have 
the opportunity to share 
all of this great news 
with the PHA commu-
nity, and it really mo-
tivates me to strive to 
build PHA to be bigger 
and better next year!

The conference was 
split into four sessions 
each with three or four 
presenters. 

The first two sessions 
were filled with a pleth-
ora of nutrition-based 
research talks. 

From insects to cal-
cium, there were many 
key nutritional scien-
tists who shared their 
research and key take 
home messages. 

Session three focused 
on health and disease. 

In this session, re-
searchers shared insights 
into potential new bio-

markers of intestinal 
inflammation, new 
monitoring techniques 
for pathogens, a new as-
say to detect spotty liver 
disease and testing the 
cross protection of an s. 
enteritidis vaccine. 

The final session fo-
cused on welfare, and 
featured research that 
explored attitudes to 
hen welfare, poultry eu-
thanasia practices and 
impacts of water pro-
vision via misters for 

commercial ducks. 
The event was deemed 

a success with over 80 
participants and 15 pre-
senters. 

In the hours and days 
following the event, we 
received many emails 
of support and congrat-
ulations including com-
ments such as: “With 
the current COVID cli-
mate, I have sat through 
a lot of ‘webinars’, how-
ever I think this was 
easily the best, even 

though it was also the 
longest” and “Congrat-
ulations on putting such 
a fantastic program to-
gether – I believe the 
day went very well and 
beyond expectations.”

While I am overjoyed 
that the event went 
well and we received 
great feedback, I look 
forward to running the 
event in person next 
year in Melbourne. 

Finally, I would like 
to mention that we have 
a host of new programs 
open, including a range 
of new scholarship op-
portunities available. 

If you are interested 
to know more, head to 
our website poultryhub.
org or contact us at 
poultryhub@une.edu.
au 

Ideas Exchange a cracking event

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

Dr Peter Groves gave an outstanding update on his project during the third 
session of the event.

Dr Kylie Hewson, one of the presenters at Poultry Hub Australia’s Ideas 
Exchange Conference 2020.

Australian Eggs ambassador cook, writer and television presenter Adam Liaw. 

THIS year World Egg 
Day falls on Friday Oc-
tober 9 and Australian 
Eggs Limited has hatched 
a plan to celebrate.

World Egg Day is a great 
opportunity for Austral-
ians to be reminded about 
the nutritious, delicious, 
affordable and sustainable 
staple that is the humble 
egg.

Eggs have inspired some 
eggs-ceptional savoury and 
sweet dishes across the 
globe, and so, to celebrate 
the joy of eggs from around 
the world, we are sharing 
creative ways eggs can be 
worked into every meal.

Each year, as part of 
World Egg Day, the Egg-
sellence Awards are held 
to celebrate the diversity 

and quality of egg dishes 
on Australia’s food scene.

As this year is unlike 
any experienced before, 
more Australians are eat-
ing at home. 

So, in collaboration with 
acclaimed cook Adam 
Liaw, we’ve put together 
a dozen egg recipes in-
spired from every world 
cuisine, and we’re ask-
ing you to help us crown 
Australia’s favourite – and 
have a go at cooking these 
egg-citing dishes at home!

Visit australianeggs.org.
au and you’ll find all the 
recipes and cooking vid-
eos, with plenty of tips on 
how you can cook them at 
home, as well as cast your 
vote via link.

To easily recreate Ad-
am’s World Egg Day 
recipe collection at home, 
download the free interac-
tive e-book for the com-
plete recipe instructions 
and helpful hints.

Happy World Egg Day! 

Celebrate World Egg Day
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EGG Farmers of Aus-
tralia is the voice of Aus-
tralian egg farmers. 

The industry develop-
ment organisation advo-
cates key policy issues 
affecting the egg industry 
and promotes egg produc-
tion by providing trans-
parent information.

Egg Farmers of Austral-
ia engages with produc-
ers, develops strategies 
through both written and 
oral communication, and 
articulates its position to 
stakeholders and the gen-
eral public.

The progression of the 
Australian Animal Wel-
fare Standards and Guide-
lines will continue to be 
core work of the organi-
sation.

Each member of the 
Egg Farmers of Australia 
Board brings skills and 
experience to support 
the task of increasing the 
body of information avail-
able pertaining to egg 
production, and therefore 
ensures egg production 
continues.

With the Egg Farmers of 
Australia AGM meeting 
to be held on November 
5, all Board directors and 
staff should be thanked 
for their contribution over 
the past 12 months – Bede 
Burke - chair and NSW 
director, John Coward - 
deputy chair, company 
secretary and Queensland 
director, Dion Andary - 
treasurer, South Australia 
and Tasmania director, 
Ian Wilson – Western 
Australia director, Tony 
Nesci - Victoria director 
and Kylie Jackson - ad-
ministration and engage-
ment officer, along with 
Christopher Lawson who 

has assisted with our 
newsletter and media 
tasks.

Since the re-launch of 
the organisation in 2019, 
Egg Farmers of Australia 
has increased capacity 
from a part-time admin-
istration officer position 
to a full-time administra-
tion and engagement of-
ficer role.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia Strategic Plan 2020-
2022 focuses on three 
strategic priorities:

• Engagement with gov-
ernment and decision 
makers

• Biosecurity and food 
safety

• Engagement with 
members.
Strategic Priority 1

Engagement with gov-
ernment and decision 
makers to ensure better 
regulatory and legislative 
outcomes

In the past year, Egg 
Farmers of Australia has 
worked hard to engage 
with decision makers, 
particularly in relation 
to the Australian Animal 
Welfare Standards and 
Guidelines.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia will foster a closer 
relationship with govern-

ment and this includes ag-
riculture, health and food 
authorities federally and 
across states.

Through closer working 
relationships, increased 
work on regulatory and 
legislative change will be 
possible.

Strategic Priority 1 will 
be achieved by continual 
engagement with govern-
ment including ministers, 
ministerial advisers, de-
partment officials and 
food authority staff.
Strategic Priority 2

Biosecurity and food 
safety

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia will continue to 
support the work being 
undertaken on traceability 
and advocate for changes 
in our industry. 

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia and Australian 
Eggs agree that protecting 
consumers and industry 
through biosecurity sys-
tems to ensure consistent-
ly safe eggs is a priority.

Australian Eggs is en-
gaged in on-farm research 
and innovation, with a fo-
cus on consumption and 
public engagement. 

The sustainability 
framework has been an 
important document that 

Egg Farmers of Australia 
has used to discuss hen 
welfare, biosecurity and 
food safety issues with 
our stakeholders.

Issues relating to the on-
selling of spent hens and 
harmonisation of legisla-
tion impacting producers 
across the states must be 
addressed. 

COVID-19 and impacts 
such as avian influenza 
and salmonella enteritidis 
will continue to challenge 
industry.

Egg Farmers of Austral-
ia is committed to work-
ing with Animal Health 
Australia to ensure activi-
ties on behalf of Austral-
ian Eggs progress the in-
dustry. 

This includes discus-
sions on the Emergency 
Animal Disease Response 
Agreement.

Strategic Priority 2 will 
be achieved through en-
gagement with Australian 
Eggs, Animal Health Aus-
tralia, government depart-
ments and most impor-
tantly our members.

Egg Farmers of Austral-
ia attend Animal Health 
Australia and Food Au-
thority meetings in order 
to have input into the de-
velopment of and plan-
ning as it relates to bios-
ecurity and food safety.
Strategic Priority 3

Engagement with mem-
bers

Engagement and col-
laboration are the only 
ways to progress the egg 
industry. 

Our members are of 
crucial importance to the 
organisation. 

The Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia Board of directors 
and staff are simply an ex-

tension of its members and 
undertake the advocacy re-
quired, so you can get on 
with doing what you love 
– producing eggs.

Egg Farmers of Austral-
ia has always been keen to 
improve the way in which 
it engages with members 
and welcomes feedback 
from members, including 
the use of Zoom video 
communication technolo-
gies in the current envi-
ronment.

Over the past year, online 
meetings were held in order 
to provide the opportunity 
for feedback from mem-
bers, particularly in rela-
tion the Australian Animal 
Welfare Standards and 
Guidelines submission to 
the panel, and in order for 
Egg Farmers of Australia 
to provide feedback from 
the meeting with panel 
members.

The AGM meeting in 
November will allow for a 
presentation on the work 
that has been undertaken 
by Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia post the 2019 AGM. 

The AGM is another op-
portunity for members to 
be involved.

Mailchimp newsletters, 
updates and specific bios-
ecurity information per-
taining to avian influenza, 
salmonella enteritidis and 
Animal Health Austral-
ia tasks are provided to 
members regularly and 
contain the latest infor-
mation regarding egg in-
dustry issues.

Two surveys have also 
been undertaken over the 
past 12 months.

I look forward to see-
ing members at the AGM 
meeting on November 5. 

07 3286 1833
poultrynews.com.au
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How to supply event details: Send all 
details to National Poultry Newspaper, PO 
Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178, call 07 3286 
1833 or email: design@collins.media

All producers are encouraged  
to send in letters to be published in  

NPN, outlining any concerns  
or issues they may have with  

the industry. 

This is an open forum where you  
can cover any topic, whether for  

or against an issue.

Please send your letters to:  
editorial@collins.media or  

PO Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178

HAVE YOUR SAY!

2020

NOV 4-5 – Poultry Xpo, Stratford, 

Canada www.poultryxpo.ca

2021

FEB 9-10 – Australian Poultry 

Science Symposium, University of 

Sydney, NSW www.apss2021.com.au

APR 11-13 – Poultry Information 

Exchange/Australasian Milling 

Conference (PIX/AMC), Gold Coast, 

QLD www.pixamc.com.au

JUN 21-23 – European Symposium on 

the Quality of Poultry Meat and XIX 

European Symposium on the Quality 

of Eggs and Egg Products, Krakow, 

Poland www.eggmeat2021.com

AUG 8-12 – World Poultry Congress, 

Paris, France www.wpcparis2020.

com

AUG 16-18 – World Poultry Science 

Association (WPSA) – Cambridge UK 

www.wpsa2020.org

What’s on the horizon for Egg Farmers of Australia

by MELINDA HASHIMOTO
CEO

Agribusiness

Talk to us today

Will Gurry
Valuations & Advisory
0488 553 988           

Chris Holgar 
Transactions
0411 177 167 

HereWe’re
Whether it’s from the breeder farm to the 
processing plant or free range run to the carton, 
our national team has the technical expertise, 
market intelligence and industry contacts to assist 
you in making the most of your property decisions.

jll.com.au/agriculture

www.jll.com.au/agriculture
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What’s on the horizon for Egg Farmers of Australia

The perfect  
production partnership

At SBA, we know the perfect egg begins with a quality layer. That’s why we’ve 
spent over 50 years ensuring our customers benefit from a dependable supply of 
genetically superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old chicks and point-of-lay pullets.

As the largest specialist supplier to Australia’s egg farms, we continue to invest in 
the world’s most technically advanced breeding facilities – and offer on the ground 
husbandry and technical advice so you can continuously improve productivity, feed 
conversion and egg quality.

At SBA, quality is just part of our DNA.

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU

9977 SBA Brand FPC Ad - Chicks.indd   1 6/12/17   10:20 am

www.specialisedbreeders.com.au
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So, which came first? 

At BEC Feed Solutions, we provide an 
unparelleled range of animal nutrition solutions. 
Our expert team designs, sources and creates 
solutions to support our customers’ needs and 

overcome their challenges. 

We believe quality ingredients and 
quality nutrition always come first.  

NUTRITION SOLUTIONS TO
ENHANCE PERFORMANCE

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

My chicken curry was headed for the freezer, to be finished off another day – it was 
quite tasty when sampled freshly made.

I’VE been cooking and 
eating a lot of chicken 
lately.

While this is not unusual 
for me, it is odd that I’m a 
bit over the latest splurge.

Admittedly what I’ve 
been eating, the past week 
at least, has been sourced 
from a nearby IGA at the 
cheap, impossible to ig-
nore price of $1.99 per 
kilogram.

They were mixed chick-
en pieces and, judging by 
the small size of the wings 
and drumsticks, they’d 
maybe sourced the pro-
ceeds of a culled flock of 
bantams. 

Just joking… or maybe 
not?

Anyway, all that mat-
tered was the pieces were 
unusually small. 

I didn’t pay much atten-
tion to the size at the time 
of purchase, focusing on 
quickly snatching three 
plastic trays from a shop-
ping trolley as they were 
being loaded into the re-
frigerated display cabinet 
by one of the staff.

So, why did I get a bit 
bored with the chicken 
‘onslaught’ this week, 
which made my usual 
chicken curry seem tire-
some and another go-to 
chicken dish with tinned 
tomatoes and chickpeas a 
bit bland too?

While leaning towards 
quality – or lack of it – for 
the answer, I admittedly 
had walked my wallet 
away from Woolworths 
where weekly I typically 
pay about $5 per kilogram 
for RSPCA approved 
drumsticks, which then 
reliably curries favour 

with me for my simple fla-
voursome chicken curries.

I’ve always thought 
meat on the bone was the 
best for cooking curries – 
hence my curry chicken 
cut of choice has always 
been drumsticks and 
rarely boneless, skinless 
thighs or breasts. 

Speaking of chicken 
breast, aside from any po-
tential place in a home-
cooked curry, I too often 
find breast meat dry, even 
when cooked by the ‘best 
of breast chefs’ in an up-
market restaurant.

And, my blue heeler 
Boodja will happily 
chomp on the discarded 
leg bones after I’ve sucked 
and licked my way around 
them.

So, with several of my 
latest chicken dishes, as 

well as the leg bones, now 
likely destined for the dog, 
I got to thinking about the 
more serious, industrial 
side of by-products of the 
chicken meat industry.

Well, there’s certainly a 
plethora of options and 
destinations.

Here are a few I can 
think of:

• Fat from carcasses 
during rendering is des-
tined for lubricant and 
rubber markets

• Bones, blood, manure 
and litter are destined for 
fertiliser

• Non-edibles – argua-
bly so – such as intestines, 
backs and necks, are des-
tined for pet food

• Feathers once ground 
are destined for animal 
feed as a protein supple-
ment.

Which, of course, all 
make for the wonders of 
chickens and why they 
are, as for most poultry, 
acclaimed by chefs and 
gourmands alike.

As French epicure Jean 
Anthelme Brillat-Savarin 
once exclaimed, “Poultry 

is for the cook what can-
vas is for the painter.”

A big statement made by 
a ‘big’ man. 

A French lawyer and 
politician, he gained 
fame as a gastronome and 
connoisseur during his 
short 50-year life, which 
spanned the last quarter 
of the eighteenth century 
and the first quarter of the 
nineteenth.

I love two of his more fa-
mous aphorisms, or pithy 
sayings, “Tell me what 
you eat and I will tell 
you what you are,” and 
“The discovery of a new 
dish confers more happi-
ness on humanity than the 
discovery of a new star.”

I have no doubt chicken 
is a culinary star, though it 
can sometimes be a little 
bland, at least the factory 
farmed industrial version.

So, my take home mes-
sage would be – spend 
more for a better qual-
ity product and hopefully 
have a better eating ex-
perience.

Until next time… bon 
appetit. 

Little to be liked about this chicken

Cant Comment  
by  

BRENDON CANT

Well picked over – admittedly, this ‘little chicken’, 
mushroom and chickpea dish went down quite well.

https://becfeedsolutions.com.au/home/
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Little to be liked about this chicken
AS at September 24, 
bird owners in the Gold-
en Plains Shire were be-
ing urged to continue 
practising good biosecu-
rity as housing restric-
tions on domestic birds 
begin to ease.

The housing order 
in place for the region 
lapsed at 11.59pm on 
September 26.

The housing order in 
the restricted area of the 
Golden Plains Shire was 
extended to Monday Oc-
tober 19, acknowledging 
a cluster of avian influ-
enza infected premises 
there.

The order directs all 
poultry owners to keep 
their birds enclosed. 

It is a temporary re-
quirement designed to 
minimise the risk of 
poultry and captive birds 
from becoming infected 
with avian influenza.

The housing order is 
one part of the disease 
response. 

Other components, in-
cluding the restricted ar-
ea and control area, will 
continue but are always 
under review.

Avian influenza had 
been confirmed at four 
farms near Lethbridge, 

one near Bairnsdale 
and one emu farm near 
Kerang. 

Cleaning and decon-
tamination of these prop-
erties has been ongoing.

Three different strains 
of avian influenza were 
detected:

• Three egg farms with 
highly pathogenic H7N7 
avian influenza

• Two turkey farms with 
low pathogenic H5N2 
avian influenza

• One emu farm diag-
nosed with low pathogen-
ic H7N6 avian influenza.

Restricted areas and 
control areas are still 
in place in the Golden 
Plains Shire near Leth-
bridge, near Bairnsdale 
and near Kerang.

Good biosecurity prac-
tices remain essential to 
reduce the spread of dis-
ease – not only for this 
outbreak but also for fu-
ture occurences. 
Surveillance

Agriculture Victoria 
has scaled up surveil-
lance and tracing efforts 
to determine other at-risk 
properties and contain 
the risk, and continues to 
sample birds throughout 
the restricted areas.

To help track and con-

tain avian influenza, re-
port sick or dead birds 
in Golden Plains or near 
Bairnsdale to the 24-hour 
Emergency Animal Dis-
ease Watch Hotline on 
1800 675 888.
Restricted and control 
area orders and move-
ment permits

A permit from Agri-
culture Victoria is re-
quired for the movement 
of domestic birds, bird 
products and equipment 
into, out of or within the 
restricted or control ar-
eas within Golden Plains 
Shire, near Bairnsdale 
and near Kerang. 

The permit is for buy-
ing, selling or moving 
eggs, manure and chick-
ens, whether on the side 
of the road, from your 
property, your local store, 
online such as Gumtree 
or Facebook, or at mar-
kets. 

All pigeon races, bird 
shows and bird sales in 
the restricted and control 
areas must be cancelled.

It is illegal to move 
these products without a 
permit.

Further information, to 
view the restricted and 
control area orders, and 
to apply online for move-

ment permits for poultry, 
poultry products and ve-
hicles involved in poultry 
production within the re-
stricted and control areas 
can be found at agricul 
ture.vic.gov.au

For advice on a per-
mit, view the relevant 
map and contact the Cus-
tomer Contact Centre on 
03 4334 2715, seven days 
between 9am and 5pm.

The Victorian Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services confirmed 
the H7N7, H7N6 and 
H5N2 strains are not a 
risk to the public as they 
rarely affect humans un-
less there is direct and 
close contact with sick 
birds. 

There are no food safe-
ty issues identified, and 
properly cooked chicken 
meat and eggs are safe 
to eat.

For further information, 
visit health.vic.gov.au 

If you have had con-
tact with birds on an af-
fected property and you 
are experiencing cold or 
flu symptoms, call your 
doctor or the Depart-
ment of Health and Hu-
man Services on 1300 
651 160 for medical ad-
vice. 

Update on avian influenza in Victoria

Map of avian influenza restricted area – Golden Plains Shire.

Map of avian influenza restricted area – near Bairnsdale.

Map of avian influenza restricted area – near Kerang.

POULTRY will prob-
ably be the largest 
beneficiary of the 
African swine fever 
related drop in pork 
consumption. 

But the situation with 
poultry is complicated. 

In China, poultry con-
sists of white broilers, 
yellow broilers and wa-
terfowls. 

White broiler – be-
ing the most consumed 
poultry species – has 
been perceived as the 
major substitute for 
pork due to its lower 
cost and easier cooking 
characteristics. 

The correlation be-
tween pork and poultry 
prices has been chang-
ing over different pe-
riods, in response to 
market conditions.

From February 2020, 
COVID-19 outbreaks 
hit China’s market and 
impacted foodservice, 
wet markets and group 
dining seriously, but 
benefited modern re-
tailing. 

Coincidentally, white 
broilers have been 
mainly distributed to 
markets that were hit 
by COVID-19 and are 
less important in mod-
ern retailing. 

In other words, white 

broilers are not yet the 
major substitute for 
pork for home cook-
ing, though they are 
an important substitute 
for pork in business-to-
business channels. 

White broiler is a pre-
ferred protein for con-
venience foods, due to 
its lower cost and easier 
handling than other 
meats. 

In convenience stores, 
white broiler is again 
one of the major protein 
ingredients for popu-
lar foods, such as meal 
kits, wrapped pancakes 
and salads.

In addition, white 
broiler has a rising 
share in processed 
meat, as it is not only 
processed into chicken 
products, but is also in-
creasingly used as an 
ingredient in sausages 
and snack foods. 

While white broiler is 
not yet the major pro-
tein for home cooking, 
it is expected to pen-
etrate the market gradu-
ally. 

Yellow bird is quite 
different from white 
broilers – based on lo-
cal breeds, they have 
long established a solid 
position in the Chinese 
diet. 

They are perceived to 
offer better taste, dif-
ferent texture and bet-
ter nutrition than white 
broilers, and they are 
popular in both food-
service and in-home 
consumption. 

Yellow bird consump-
tion is well-distributed 
across home eating and 
restaurants, with lim-
ited volumes going to 
group dining. 

COVID-19 brought a 
greater impact to the 
yellow bird markets in 
the first half of 2020, 
as live bird markets 
were closed across the 
country. 

Furthermore, the 
government has de-
cided it will perma-
nently close most of 
the live bird markets 
over coming years. 

This will reshape the 
whole supply chain – 
from genetics to mar-
keting – as this policy 
forces the industry to 
move to an industrial-
ised production system 
and supply chain. 

It will take time for 
consumers to adapt to 
the new products and 
new marketplaces to 
come. 

Poultry opportunities in China
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GRIND YOUR OWN LITTER 
WITH THE MIGHTY GIANT

• Hydraulic tilt tub
• Single operator friendly with remote control
• 25FT swivel conveyor
• Grind a straw bale to 20mm in a minute or less
• Built in the US with all parts available and in 
stock in Australia.
“There is no machine like it on the market. It will grind bales as 

fast as you can load them!” 

Contact Leigh Byron 0418 425 485  
or leigh@valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

www.valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

IN recent years, Queens-
land United Egg Pro-
ducers have experienced 
ongoing coordinated 
activist attacks, despite 
adhering to world-
leading animal welfare 
standards. 

These activists’ radical 
and unjustified actions 
invade farmers’ privacy, 
threaten the welfare of 
their animals and crops, 
pose unacceptable risks 
to their businesses and 
have implications for 
food security. 

The constant threat of 
being targeted hinders 
farmers’ abilities to oper-
ate their businesses to pro-
duce the highest quality 
food, fibre and foliage.

In response to the ex-
treme and disruptive ac-
tions of activists, the fed-
eral and Queensland gov-
ernments legislated more 
appropriate punishments 
for these actions. 

At federal government 
level, the action of pub-
lishing material via a car-
riage service, with the in-
tention to incite trespass, 
property damage and 
theft on agricultural land 
has been criminalised. 

While in Queensland, 
protesters unlawfully en-
tering farmland now face 
up to one year in jail 
or a fine of more than 
$60,000. 

Producers are urged to 
review trespass and bios-
ecurity plans, to support 
convictions of persons 
breaching these laws. 

Despite additional pen-
alties, in September an 
activist group invaded a 
piggery near an egg pro-

cessing facility in Pitts-
worth and, with the current 
global pandemic, the risks 
are even more serious for 
farmers, their families and 
their workers. 

At a time when Queens-
land producers are strug-
gling to remain produc-
tive and profitable, fur-
ther repercussions associ-
ated with a biosecurity 
outbreak – be it plant, 
animal or human with 
COVID-19 – would be 
debilitating. 

QUEP recognises and 
respects the right of in-
dividuals and groups 
to meet and engage in 
peaceful protest to pursue 
common goals. 

Animal welfare and lib-
eration movements have 
been in Australia for a 
long time and in many 
cases have created posi-
tive change.

However, there has 
been a disturbing change 
in the behaviour of ani-
mal rights groups pursu-
ing their cause in recent 
times. 

Tormenting law-abiding 
farmers and their fami-
lies – together with in-
creased risk to biosecu-
rity, food safety, animal 

welfare, workplace health 
and safety, and business 
disruption – is unaccep-
table. 

If the newly introduced 
penalties do not ade-
quately deter and penal-
ise unlawful entry, gov-
ernments must find a way 
to prevent the trespass 
offences to begin with, 
as well as a punishment 
to fit the seriousness of 
the crime. 
COVID-19

QUEP continues to 
work with Queensland 
government departments 
and Safe Food Production 
Queensland, establishing 
guidelines and protocols 
to limit a business’ expo-
sure to the impacts of a 
positive COVID-19 case 
in a work environment.

For more information, 
visit safefood.qld.gov.au
Workforce shortages

Assistance has been 
provided to the industry 
on overseas worker avail-
ability, ensuring both 
state and federal govern-
ments understand the dire 
situation many farms are 
facing in not being able 
to take on new or replace-
ment personnel for their 
workforce. 

A NEW report from 
Australia’s national 
science agency CSIRO 
reveals that trust in the 
nation’s egg industry 
has again increased 
this year, indicating 
how the sector con-
tinues to emerge as a 
leader in community 
confidence.

Across all measures 
trust has risen an aver-
age of 4 percent each 
year from the baseline 
2018 national survey, 
with more than 6 in 10 
Australians in 2020 say-
ing they trust the egg 
industry to act respon-
sibly (64.2 percent) and 
do what is right (62.8 
percent). 

More than half (57.3 
percent) of the 5008 
Australians surveyed 
said they trust the in-
dustry to act in the best 
interests of society. 

Moreover, the average 
level of trust of 3.72 is 
higher relative to trust 
levels across Australia’s 
rural industries sector 
overall (3.42).

The main driver of con-
fidence in the egg sector 
was its responsiveness 
to community concerns, 
which has significantly 
improved year on year 
from 2018 to 2020. 

Responsiveness rat-
ings of the industry rose 
again, with 69 percent 
of Australians agree-
ing that the nation’s egg 
industry is prepared to 
change its practices in 
response to community 
concerns, up from 64.4 
percent in 2019 and 61.4 

percent in 2018. 
In 2020, 69.2 percent 

of Australians also 
agreed that the sector 
listens to and respects 
community opinions, 
up from 62.7 percent in 
2019 and 61.5 percent 
in 2018.

CSIRO senior research 
scientist Dr Kieren Mof-
fat said, “In 2018, Aus-
tralian Eggs engaged 
the CSIRO to bring the 
voice of the Austral-
ian community into the 
heart of the Australian 
egg industry.” 

“Over the subsequent 
three years, we have 
conducted a comprehen-
sive annual national sur-
vey of Australian com-
munity perspectives on 
a range of issues related 
to the egg industry.

“The 2020 data was 
important for several 
reasons. 

“Chief among these 
was to determine if 
changes observed be-
tween 2018 and 2019 
continued in the same 
direction through 2020. 

“In 2020, the key find-
ing from our work was 
that trust and accept-
ance in the Australian 
egg industry improved 
significantly once again, 
making that a consistent 
and statistically signifi-
cant trend over time.”

Australian Eggs man-
aging director Rowan 
McMonnies said, “It’s 
great to see that the 
egg industry’s respon-
siveness to community 
priorities is valued by 
Australians and is im-

proving trust ratings 
over time.”

“The CSIRO has deliv-
ered a recipe for success 
and the industry has re-
sponded with tangible 
solutions that reflect 
priorities identified by 
the community,” Mr 
McMonnies said. 

This year, the timing 
of the survey coincided 
with one of the most 
challenging events for 
our country and the 
world, the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Data collection oc-
curred between April 
and May and offered an 
opportunity to take ac-
count of and document 
the impacts of the pan-
demic on community at-
titudes towards the egg 
industry.

According to the re-
search 3 in 4 (75.8 per-
cent) Australians said 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic had made them more 
aware of the importance 
of food security in Aus-
tralia, with 4 in 5 agree-
ing that producing eggs 
for Australia is an es-
sential service (86.2 per-
cent) and that ‘having 
a safe, reliable supply 
of eggs was comforting’ 
during the pandemic 
(80.5 percent).

“It’s clear that the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
has increased communi-
ty awareness of the im-
portance of food safety 
and security in Austral-
ia,” Dr Moffat said.

“But what we can also 
see is that on key meas-
ures like community 

trust, the 2020 data con-
tinues a positive trend 
for the egg industry, in-
dependent of the effects 
of the pandemic.”

This new research 
shows that for Austral-
ians, providing safe, nu-
tritious, affordable and 
secure food staples such 
as eggs is more impor-
tant than ever. 

“We know the role of 
eggs in the diet is im-
portant, with 85 percent 
of Australians relying 
on eggs as an important 
staple food, but commu-
nity members are also 
very invested in how 
safe those eggs are,” Mr 
McMonnies said.

The research found 
Australians felt egg 
production standards re-
main high in the country, 
with 86 percent agreeing 
that eggs produced in 
Australia adhere to strict 
food safety standards, 
and 84 percent agreeing 
that the response of the 
nation’s egg industry to 
outbreaks of salmonella 
are effective in protect-
ing public health.

“The Australian egg 
industry is extremely 
proactive in working 
with authorities to en-
sure there are strong 
food safety and biosecu-
rity measures in place. 

“It’s good to see Aus-
tralians recognise the ef-
forts of the egg industry 
to prioritise their safety,” 
Mr McMonnies said.

For more informa-
tion and to read the 
full report, visit australi  
aneggs.org.au 

Trespassing punishment must fit the crime
Egg industry continues to build trust 

by JOHN COWARD
CEO
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ACCORDING to 
doctor of veterinary 
medicine Jean Sander, 
the poultry industry’s 
gradual switch to 
cage-free egg produc-
tion has underscored 
the need to rethink 
disease-control pro-
grams, and address 
health and welfare 
challenges unique to 
layers in these produc-
tion systems.

With more than 200 
US retailers pledging to 
sell only eggs produced 
in cage-free systems by 
2025, producers are ea-
ger to make the switch 
to fill this growing de-
mand. 

However, cage-free 
production gives rise 
to health problems not 
commonly seen in con-
ventionally raised lay-
ers.

While many produc-
ers have learned of 
them through trial and 
error, it is best to be 
proactive to ensure the 
health, welfare and per-
formance of the birds.

“Any time you put a 
bird in close contact 
with their waste ma-
terial – the faeces – 
anything that passes 
through the gut has a 
higher likelihood of 
causing disease prob-
lems in the bird,” Dr 
Sander said.

“And when they’re on 
the floor in an aviary 
system, they are in di-
rect contact with their 
faeces. 

“So, you have a lot of 
disease problems you 
didn’t see in cage sys-
tems.”

Coccidiosis is a com-
mon parasitic disease 
that spreads in the bird 
environments when 
they defecate and re-
ingest coccidia oocysts.

It is less of a threat 
when layers are reared 
in cages, but once birds 
are sharing floor space 
with other hens, coc-
cidiosis pressure is 
markedly increased.

If left unchecked, 
coccidiosis can be 
“very deadly” to layers 
and it also invites more 
problems with necrotic 
enteritis.

Traditionally, layers 
are vaccinated for coc-
cidiosis. 

In many cases, how-
ever, producers have 
found it necessary to 
use what broiler pro-
ducers call a bioshut-
tle program – starting 
birds on a vaccine and 
then supplementing 
protection with an an-
ticoccidial.

Intestinal parasites 
such as roundworms 
and tapeworms also 
tend to be more com-
mon in cage-free sys-
tems. 

In addition, behavio-
ral problems inherent 
with cage-free – feather 
pecking, cannibalism 
and hysteria – can com-
promise flock health 
and welfare. 

“Looking at the ge-

netics of the bird is 
very helpful in find-
ing birds that are more 
conducive to open pop-
ulations than others,” 
Dr Sander said.

This has led to pro-
ducers having to work 
more closely with vet-
erinarians to help them 
understand the physiol-
ogy of birds, run flock 
diagnostics and estab-
lish programs to mini-
mise disease problems.

“Understanding the 
nature of the bird is 
very important – hens, 
if given an option, are 
going to lay in an area 
that is nest-like.”

“When there is a lot 
of litter and faecal ma-
terial on the ground 
that’s dry and nice and 
soft, and they can get in 
there and make a nest, 
you end up with a lot of 
floor eggs.

“To address the prob-
lem, producers need to 
train young layers to 
lay eggs in the right 
place, something that 
requires more attention 
to detail.

“So, it requires a lot 
more labour, making 
sure you’re out there 
often and getting all 
those eggs up that are 
on the floor. 

“Because if you don’t 
do that, you’re going to 
end up having a chronic 
problem over the life of 
that flock,” Dr Sander 
said. 

Rethink layer health programs 
with move to cage-free

BUSINESSES looking 
to invest in new pro-
jects or expansion op-
portunities in Western 
Australia are reminded 
applications close soon 
for a $6.5 million grants 
program.

The Value Add Invest-
ment Grants program 
– delivered by the De-
partment of Primary 
Industries and Regional
Development – is sup-
porting investment and
growth opportunities for
the Western Australian
food, fibre, beverage and
value-add processing in-
dustry.

Agribusiness, Food and 
Trade executive direc-
tor Liam O’Connell said 
the incentive scheme 

targeted value-adding 
businesses with growth 
potential from across re-
gional and metropolitan 
Western Australia. 

“This statewide pro-
gram aims to enable di-
versification, economic 
growth and employment 
by supporting value-add-
ing and processing ag-
ribusinesses to invest in 
new projects or expansion 
plans that build competi-
tiveness, scale, growth 
and jobs,” Mr O’Connell 
said.

“While relatively small 
compared to other states 
and territories, our food, 
fibre and beverage man-
ufacturing industry is 
growing and is relatively 
job intensive, with high 
direct and indirect bene-

fits for the broader West-
ern Australian economy.”

The grants include:
Funding Stream One - 
Capital expenditure

• Up to $6 million is
available for grants of 
between $250,000 and 
$750,000 to support capi-
tal expenditure related to 
the expansion of value 
adding to primary pro-
duction in Western Aus-
tralia. 
Funding Stream Two - 
De-risking investment 

• Up to $500,000 is
available for grants of 
between $50,000 and 
$150,000 to contribute 
towards the cost of de-
risking investment. 

This includes contribut-
ing to the cost of feasibil-
ity studies, business plans 

and approvals to expand 
in or relocate to Western 
Australia.

Eligible businesses are 
required to match the 
grant funding dollar-for-
dollar. 

Applications close 
5.00pm (Australian West-
ern Standard Time) Fri-
day October 9, 2020.

The grants are a key 
component of the State 
Government’s $16.7 mil-
lion four-year Food and 
Beverage Fund, which 
aims to stimulate growth 
and support economic re-
covery from COVID-19. 

More information is 
available from the de-
partment website agric.
wa.gov.au/VAIGrants or 
by phoning 08 9368 3853. 

Value Add Investment Grants reminder

FARM biosecurity refers 
to those measures taken 
to prevent or control the 
introduction and spread 
of disease and pests to a 
property. 

If a new disease or pest 
becomes established on 
your farm, it will affect 
your flock through reduced 
flock health, increased 
costs, reduced productivity 
or loss of markets.

Biosecurity is about 
managing risk and in-
cludes:

• Preventing the intro-
duction of diseases and 
pests

• Preventing the spread
of disease and pests from 
an infected area to an un-
infected area

• Minimising the inci-
dence and spread of mi-
croorganisms of public 
health and food safety 
significance.

It is essential that a risk 
assessment be conducted 
for each enterprise to es-
tablish what level of risk 
exists in each phase of its 
operations, and to identify 
and implement control 
measures appropriate to 
these levels of risk.

Biosecurity is a shared 
responsibility between 
government and industry. 

Individual farms should 
tailor biosecurity pro-
grams to suit their indi-
vidual needs, with help 
from their veterinarian.

Government and indus-

try groups have resources 
available to help poultry 
owners to develop bios-
ecurity plans. 

The available resources, 
which can be found at 
agriculture.vic.gov.au, in-
clude:

• National Farm Bios-
ecurity Manual – Poultry 
Production

• National Farm Bios-
ecurity Technical Manual 
for Egg Production

• National Farm Bios-
ecurity Manual for Chick-
en Growers

• National Biosecurity
Manual for the Duck In-
dustry

• National Biosecuri-
ty Manual – Exhibition 
Poultry

• National Water Bios-
ecurity Manual – Poultry 
Production

• Guide to biosecurity
buffer distances table.

To meet the biosecurity 
standard EI S4 in the Vic-
torian Code for Broiler 
Farms 2009 plus 2018 
amendments, the near-
est external edge of new 
or existing broiler sheds 
must be set back from oth-
er poultry farms by speci-
fied distances.

Measure your buffer 
distance from either the 
nearest shed walls for old-
er type shedding, or the 
centroid of the mechani-
cal ventilation system of 
the newer tunnel ventila-
tion sheds. 

Farm biosecurity for poultry producers

https://crop-solutions.basf.com.au/
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WITH Victorian poultry 
farmers recovering from 
the worst outbreak of 
avian influenza the state 
has experienced, the rise 
in popularity of free 
range farming has been 
highlighted as a possible 
concern.

About 20km from in-
fected farms at Stone-
haven west of Melbourne, 
Julie Kos’ birds have been 
forced to stay inside for 
the past six weeks.

“My heart sank when I 
found out,” she said. 

“We pride ourselves on 
our birds being outside 
every day of the year.

“They seem to be cop-

ing well.
“Like us with coronavi-

rus, you just need to get 
on with it.”

The recent outbreak 
was the cause for the first 
housing order for poul-
try being implemented in 
Australia, and is in place 
to stop wild birds coming 
into contact with domestic 
poultry.

Victoria’s chief vet-
erinary officer Graeme 
Cooke said, “Commercial 
birds are more susceptible 
than wild birds – wild birds 
don’t show any symptoms.” 

“That susceptibil-
ity, coupled with the way 
modern farming has large 

numbers of birds in one 
spot or one shed, means 
that it spreads very quick-
ly.”

The housing order was 
in place until the end of 
September, and has been 
extended for the restrict-
ed area of Golden Plains 
Shire to Monday October 
19, but Dr Cooke said it 
could be extended.

“There’s still a high level 
of virus in that area,” he 
said.

“When we think the 
time is right – and it’s 
constantly under review 
– we will lift that require-
ment.”

The outbreak started at 

Lethbridge at the end of 
July and there were six 
farms infected across the 
state, with three different 
strains of the virus. 

A Bairnsdale free range 
turkey farm became in-
fected after sick birds 
were transported from its 
sister farm at Lethbridge.

Farm manager Nar-
elle Mollard said around 
10,000 birds had been 
culled across the two 
farms.

“I cried, it was devastat-
ing,” she said.

The farm has been un-
dergoing the long and ar-
duous process of decon-
tamination.

“A team of contractors 
come in to dispose of 
the turkeys, the litter, the 
mulch, the soil, anything 
that a bird could have 
come into contact with 
and it was all removed 
from the site,” Ms Mol-
lard said.

“It’s opened my eyes, but 
if you want free range tur-
keys as well as chickens, 
it’s a risk you’ve got to be 
aware of.” 

Victorian Farmers Fed-
eration egg group presi-
dent Brian Ahmed blames 
outbreaks such as the one 
at Lethbridge on the rapid 
rise of large-scale free 
range farming.

“This was not surpris-
ing to me, it’s a numbers 
game,” he said.

“The more we put out-
side, the more risk there 
is of something like this 
happening.”

Farm Pride Foods was 
the worst affected compa-
ny, having to cull 380,000 
birds, which was around a 
third of its flock.

“I think the consumer 
has in their mind a few 
hundred chickens running 
around beautiful green 
grass and that’s what they 
buy,” Mr Ahmed said.

“Unfortunately, to pro-
duce the volume of eggs 
the supermarkets want, 
there needs to be 20, 30, 
40,000 birds in a shed.”

CSIRO Australian Ani-
mal Health Laboratory 
molecular microbiolo-
gist and research scien-
tist Dr Frank Wong said 
intensive chicken farms 
provided viruses such as 
avian influenza with a 
high population of new 
hosts.

“There is a chance that 
the virus, if it mutates to 
a high pathogenic form, 
becomes a serious disease 
and then it becomes very 
contagious,” he said.

“Then we see the prob-
lems we’ve seen in Leth-
bridge, where chickens 
succumb to disease virtu-
ally over the course of a 
few days.”

First appeared on abc.
net.au 
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Farm manager Narelle Mollard was devastated when 
she found out her entire flock of turkeys had to be 
culled. Photos: ABC News

Poultry flocks in the Golden Plains shire have been under a housing 
order since the beginning of August.

Julie Kos has been farming for 15 years and prides herself on her 
birds being outside every day.

Victoria’s bird flu and free range farming concerns

There are only two producers of free range turkeys 
in Victoria.

Leadoux Turkeys in Bairnsdale became infected with 
avian influenza after sick birds from its sister farm in 
Lethbridge were transported there.

Brian Ahmed has been in the egg industry for 50 years and says large-scale, free 
range farming is putting the industry at risk.
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Luigi Di Clemente and 
Luke Trevanion �nalising the merge 

of FarmMark and Santrev

AUSTRALIA’S ONLY 
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Global Service Distributor

Latest News
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Freecall: 1800 500 225

We are very pleased to announce 
Santrev and Farmmark have joined 

forces. Santrev Director, Luke Trevanion said  
“The whole team is extremely excited 

about the merge and the increased 
opportunities the merge makes for our

loyal and valued clients.’ 
 

FULL TURNKEY ABILITY
UNDER ONE ROOF

THE issue of products 
falsely claiming to be 
‘organic’ on packaging 
will be the key focus 
of this year’s Austral-
ian Organic Awareness 
Month. 

The annual event shines 
a spotlight on achieve-
ments and issues within 
the organic industry, 
which this year has per-
formed strongly despite 
the challenges of COV-
ID-19.

Australian Organic 
Limited, the nation’s peak 
industry body for organ-
ics, has urged consumers 
to always look for an of-
ficial Bud certification 
logo, which ensures a 
product has gone through 
stringent testing.

Currently in Australia 
the word ‘organic’ is not 
defined. 

For the past 18 months, 
AOL has been working 
with government and in-
dustry to progress the dis-

cussion for clarification 
and mandatory regulation 
aligned to Australian ex-
port requirements, which 
will significantly benefit 
agricultural producers.

The government is now 
considering a number of 
regulatory pathways to 
achieve a commonsense 
approach and align Aus-
tralia with international 
standards.

Australia Organic Lim-
ited chief executive offic-
er Niki Ford said, “At the 
moment, being certified 
organic within Australia 
is a voluntary process, 
however any producer or 
manufacturer can claim a 
product is organic on its 
packaging with as little as 
one ingredient being from 
organic origins.”

“Enforcing domestic 
regulation around this 
word will give producers, 
manufacturers and con-
sumers much greater clar-
ity that a product has been 

rigorously audited against 
a high-quality standard.”

Australia’s most suc-
cessful global supplier of 
certified organic meat, 
Toowoomba-based Arca-
dian Organic & Natural 
Meat Co, spokesperson 
Paul da Silva said lack 
of mandatory domestic 
regulation has organic 
export businesses playing 
at a perpetual disadvan-
tage, particularly with this 
year’s challenges.

“Each export market re-
quires proof an Austral-
ian organic product meets 
its own country’s organic 
standard.”

“This is a fundamental 
requirement for market 
access. 

“However, lack of reg-
ulation means we often 
can’t have equivalence 
with standards in other 
markets.

“This forces us and oth-
er exporters to go through 
the full process of getting 
certification in each sepa-
rate export market.

“As we export to nine 
different countries this 
can cost thousands of dol-
lars and countless hours 
per country,” Mr da Silva 
said.

Often auditors from 
each of those countries 
are brought to Australia to 
audit producers and pro-
cessing facilities – a pro-
cess not possible due to 
current travel restrictions.

“If obtaining the par-
ticular certification isn’t 
possible for any reason, 
such as taking too long or 
being too expensive, then 
the business is lost – there 
are major opportunities 
just going down the drain.

“The demand for or-
ganic is still very strong 
– even during the uncer-
tainties of 2020.

“This is a big export 
opportunity for Australia 
being hampered by red 
tape.”

Other organic produc-
ers such as poultry farmer 
Sonya Dowling from En-
viroganic Farm in Mur-
ringo, one of the main 
suppliers of organic poul-
try to Woolworths, agree 
demand has not waned.

“Around 90 percent of 
our meat goes to Wool-
worths for their Macro 
range and there is defi-
nitely an opportunity 
to increase our volume 
because demand is so 
strong,” she said. 

“Drought, bushfires, 
floods, COVID-19 – none 
of it has actually affected 
our sales. 

“If anything, recent 
events have boosted our 
sales.”

Kialla Pure Foods – 
which produces certi-
fied organic grains and 
flours out of Greenmount 
Queensland – managing 
director Quentin Kennedy 
said this year had deliv-
ered their strongest ever 
results.

“People are cooking 
more at home and have 
fallen in love with baking 
again.” 

“As a result, we’ve had 
five of the best months on 
record, with strong sales 
of wheat baking flours. 

“We’ve also seen a lift 
in other products such as 
polenta as people try out 
interesting ingredients.

“Drought-wise this is the 
third bad year in a row for 

crops, but fortunately we 
were able to buy smaller 
parcels of grain in May, 
which meant we had suf-
ficient stock to service de-
mand,” Mr Kennedy said.

AOAM ambassador for 
2020, actor Lincoln Lew-
is – who recently visited 
numerous Queensland or-
ganic businesses includ-
ing Fordsdale Organic 
Farms, Market Organics 
and Sherwood Rd Organ-
ic Meats – said he was 
impressed with the pas-
sion and commitment of 
all the producers.

“It’s great knowing the 
consumer is being lis-
tened to and these busi-
nesses are leading the way 
for a healthier, sustainable 
future,” Mr Lewis, who 
has been on a health and 
wellness journey over the 
past 18 months, said.

“So much effort goes 
into ensuring a product is 
certified organic. 

“As someone who regu-
larly purchases organic, 
seeing the Bud logo and 
knowing a product is 
genuinely organic is reas-
suring.”

The Australian organ-
ic industry is currently 
worth $2.6 billion and 
growing year on year. 

Strong growth has been 
driven largely by con-
sumer appetite for natu-
ral, pesticide-free and 
synthetic chemical-free 
wholesome food and a 
growing awareness of en-
vironmentally sustainable 
practices.

To learn more about how 
you can get involved, visit 
whyorganic.com.au 

Misleading packaging on organic products key focus

Angus and Sonya Dowling from Enviroganic Farm in 
Murringo.

Australian Organic Limited chief executive officer Niki 
Ford.

Kialla Pure Foods managing director Quentin Kennedy.

2020 AOAM ambassador actor Lincoln Lewis.
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IN the UK antimi-
crobial stewardship 
programs have helped 
drive down antimicro-
bial use in the poultry 
sector by 76 percent 
over the period be-
tween 2012 and 2019.

Use of antimicrobi-
als considered of criti-
cal importance in hu-
man medicine has been 
reduced by 97 percent 
over the same period.

Clearly the British 
poultry industry has 
demonstrated its com-
mitment to being part 
of the solution to the 
problem of antimicro-
bial resistance.

It is an exceptional 
achievement.

Poultry farmers and 
veterinarians in the UK 
and in Australia need 
antibiotics in their tool-
box to protect the health 
and welfare of birds in 
their care. 

The UK poultry sec-
tor has a government 
approved antimicrobial 
usage target of 25mg 
per population correct-
ed unit, and the current 
usage level – 17.5mg in 
broilers – is well below 
this. 

In turkeys, things have 
improved considerably. 

That sector used 
219.5mg/pcu in 2014, 
but by 2019 it used just 
42mg/pcu. 

The population cor-
rected unit allows the 
antimicrobial amount 
used to be corrected for 
different bird weights 
and averaged over an 

entire population.
The quickest gains are 

made when the medica-
tions are removed from 
feed.

The UK performance 
is admirable but some 
argue levels may be 
pushed too low too 
quickly. 

Indeed, it seems this 
may be happening as 
last year broiler sector 
antimicrobial usage ac-
tually increased from 
12.4 in 2018 to 17.5mg/
pcu in 2019.

This highlights both 
the importance of being 
able to use medications 
when they are needed 
and the need to moni-
tor use.

Despite the increase in 
usage, the 2019 level is 
still well below the UK 
target.

The Australian gov-
ernment has yet to set 
usage targets for Aus-
tralian livestock sectors.

There are competing 
ideas on this subject.

An Australian Pork 
Limited research pro-
ject, led by a consor-
tium of research part-
ners from the University 
of Adelaide, Murdoch 
University and NSW 
Department of Primary 
Industry, has demon-
strated a low level of 
resistance to important 
antimicrobials in E coli 
sampled from the intes-
tines of pigs at slaughter.

This approach has 
avoided the need to 
measure antimicrobial 
usage but goes to the 

heart of the matter by 
directly measuring re-
sistance carried by bac-
teria living in the pigs. 

Through funding from 
the Commonwealth De-
partment of Agriculture 
and Water and build-
ing on this research, the 
partners have developed 
a laboratory robot that 
can test thousands of 
samples.

Other countries meas-
ure AMU in the live-
stock sectors.

Australia may yet, to 
meet its trade and other 
international obliga-
tions, need to do this 
too. 

AMU data are hard-
er to come by because 
measuring use requires 
a major commitment by 
owners, managers and 
the veterinary team, 
whereas robotic meth-
odology tests samples 
collected at slaughter 
relatively easily.

As usage levels are 
driven lower, the risk 
is that animals requir-
ing treatment might be 
missed, with consequent 
adverse welfare events.

It’s a matter of careful 
selection of the medica-
tions used and, as in all 
things, balance of need 
and risk. 

Variation in health sta-
tus of a herd or flock, 
genetics, diet, husband-
ry skills, group size and 
accommodation quality 
all have an impact on 
disease outbreaks and 
the need to medicate. 
Ross Cutler

Antimicrobial use in the UK

WHEN looking to re-
place their unreliable 
surface aerators to save 
maintenance costs and 
improve efficiency, the 
facility environmental 
engineer of a soup pro-
duction facility contacted 
Hydro Innovations.

After the suggestion 
and installation of a Ven-
turi Aeration system, the 
manufacturer greatly 
improved efficiency and 
made significant annual 
cost savings.

Venturi Aeration line 
of wastewater treatment 

products were introduced 
to Australia after success-
ful application by food 
processors in the US and 
Europe. 

The aerators have been 
particularly successful in 
the Australian market, es-
pecially in the food pro-
cess sector, where Venturi 
aerator applications treat 
the wastewater.

Venturi Aeration sys-
tems are used in conjunc-
tion with Gorman-Rupp 
pumps, and can be mount-
ed on banks of basins and 
lagoons instead of hav-

ing to be installed within 
them.

The result of converting 
to Venturi aerators for the 
soup production facility 
was an annual operating 
cost savings of more than 
$112,000.

The system improved the 
overall equalisation tank 
performance to produce 
clearer effluent, control-
ling odours, settling sol-
ids, cooling the water and 
hydrolysing fats, oils and 
greases causing them to 
float for easier removal.

The former method was 
to add dissolved oxygen to 
mix and equalise the con-
tents in the EQ tank using 
submerged aerators. 

The idea was that the 
dissolved oxygen was sup-
posed to cause fats, oils 
and grease to float, so they 
could be captured and not 
be discharged with the 
plant’s effluent into the 
publicly owned treatment 
works.

The submerged aerators 
were supposed to also 

provide cooling of the in-
fluent process washdown 
water at around 40C.

The aerators had been in 
operation for several years 
and were not achieving the 
desired conditioning ob-
jectives. 

Further, if one of the sub-
mersible pumps plugged 
or failed, the company 
had to rent a crane for 
removal, repair and to re-
install the restored pump 
at additional cost for each 
occurrence.

As the submerged pumps 
were failing once or twice 
a year, the company be-
gan to look for a more 
viable aeration, mixing 
and equalisation solution 
to meet its compliance ob-
ligations.

The facility environmen-
tal engineer made the de-
cision to replace the exist-
ing aerators with a Venturi 
Aeration Model VA-1400 
aerator and a T8 Gorman-
Rupp pump. 

The Venturi aerator was 
designed to handle 82L/s, 
which allows the contents 
of the EQ tank to be recir-
culated four times during 
a 24-hour period, achiev-
ing greater oxygen trans-
fer, and better mixing and 
equalisation.

With better circulation 
and cooling in the EQ tank 
the fats, oils and grease are 
now floated for separation 
and treatment, so they are 
not being discharged with 
the effluent to the local 
treatment works, thus re-
ducing surcharges.

The soup manufactur-
er was able to achieve a 
$6000 annual energy cost 
reduction, an $89,000 an-
nual reduction in chemical 
costs, a $12,000 annual 
reduction in non-compli-
ance charges, and further 
maintenance cost reduc-
tions.

The facility now has a 
system that works within 
its discharge permit pa-
rameters and there is less 
concern over maintenance 
issues and associated costs. 

For more information, 
visit hydroinnovations.
com.au or call 02 9898 
1800. 

THE sponsorship portal 
is now live.

We are calling on all 
companies interested in 
partnering with the 32nd 
Annual Australian Poul-
try Science Symposium to 
access the APSS site and 
purchase your sponsor-
ship package. 

There will be a great 
deal of extra exposure 
through the 2021 event 
– to more countries and 
people than ever before. 

We are anticipating 
the virtual format of the 
conference will open the 
event to the broader global 
community and increase 
the number of delegates 
participating in the con-
ference to more than 500.

Check out the website 
for all the information 
and inclusions – apss2021.
com.au/sponsorship

More virtual sponsor-
ship options will be com-
ing very soon – stay tuned 
for those.

Download the third an-

nouncement document, 
which details important 
dates and links for authors 
submitting papers for next 
year’s conference, as well 
as prices of all of our spon-
sorship levels for APSS 
2021 at apss2021.com.au
Important dates
October 1, 2020

Online registration por-
tal opens

If you are unable to reg-
ister online or need to reg-
ister prior to October for 
visa purposes, please con-
tact Benjamin Geist for a 
manual registration form. 
December 13, 2020

Author registration 
deadline 

Registraton to be com-
pleted by authors with 
accepted papers for pres-
entation, otherwise they 
will be withdrawn from 
the program. 

For more information, 
contact 02 9351 1656, 
benjamin.geist@sydney.
edu.au or jo-ann.geist@
sydney.edu.au 

APSS sponsorship  
is now available

Manufacturer improves efficiency 

www.hydroinnovations.com.au/OLD/
https://seajayindustries.com.au/
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ALLTECH continues 
its commitment to sup-
porting the Poultry Sci-
ence Association and 
student research with 
the 20th anniversary 
of the Alltech Student 
Research Manuscript 
Award. 

This year’s award was 
presented virtually to 
Sarah Struthers from 
Canada, who is currently 
completing her PhD in 
genetics and genomics at 
The Roslin Institute, the 
University of Edinburgh 
and Scotland’s rural col-
lege. 

This award is given to a 
student who is the senior 
author of an outstanding 
research manuscript pub-
lished in Poultry Science 
or the Journal of Applied 
Poultry Research. 

Canadian technical 
manager for Alltech Dr 
Kayla Price said: “Inno-
vation is the core of our 
business and we are proud 
to support students and 
the advancements they are 

making in the poultry in-
dustry.” 

Dr. Price presented the 
award to Struthers vir-
tually on September 2, 
2020. 

Struthers’ winning pa-
per – entitled, ‘The effect 
of beak tissue sloughing 
and post-treatment beak 
shape on the productivity 
of infrared beak-treated 
layer pullets and hens’ – 
was published in Septem-
ber 2019. 

Her co-authors on the 
paper included Dr Hen-
ry Classen, Dr Susantha 
Gomis and Dr Karen 
Schwean-Lardner – all 
from the University of 
Saskatchewan. 

Struthers was born in 
Yorkton Saskatchewan 
and grew up in Cranbrook 
British Columbia. 

She received her bache-
lor’s degree in animal sci-
ence from the University 
of Saskatchewan in 2015. 

Though she was initially 
terrified of chickens, she 
began working toward her 

master’s degree in 2016 
with Dr Karen Schwean-
Lardner at the University 
of Saskatchewan, where 
she focused on the im-
pacts of infrared beak 
treatment on the produc-
tion, behaviour and wel-
fare of layer pullets and 
hens. 

After successfully de-
fending her thesis in 2018, 
she worked as a research 
assistant in Dr Schwean-
Lardner’s lab and con-
ducted further research 
on the impacts of infrared 
beak treatment. 

In September 2019, Stru-
thers moved to Scotland, 
where she is currently 
completing her PhD in 
genetics and genomics at 
The Roslin Institute un-
der the supervision of Dr 
Jeff Schoenebeck and Dr 
Vicky Sandilands. 

Her doctoral research 
focuses on determining 
the pre-existing varia-
tion in beak shape that 
occurs within layer hen 
breeding hocks, and iden-
tifying beak shapes that 
cause the least amount of 
damage when hens engage 
in feather pecking behav-
iour. 

Alltech has sponsored 
the Alltech Student Re-
search Manuscript Award 
since 2000, recognising 
young leaders in scientific 
innovation for their com-
mitment to publishing and 
sharing their work in the 
poultry sector. 

For more information, 
visit poultryscience.org 

WITH increasing con-
sumer awareness about 
food provenance, wel-
fare and the environ-
ment, Stockyard In-
dustries has introduced 
an intelligent platform 
for precision livestock 
farming. 

The new ALIS Sensors 
will make poultry pro-
duction easier, smarter 
and greener.

The ALIS Greenhouse 
Sensor works specifically 
to track carbon dioxide, 
ammonia and humid-
ity data, sending farmers 
alerts in real time. 

Monitoring the in-
house environment 
in this way allows the 
early identification of 
any issues, which may 
be detrimental to bird 
health, welfare and pro-
ductivity.

New research has 
emerged from a team of 
researchers in the UK 
showing that the emo-
tional state of a chick 
can be measured with 
acoustic sensors. 

This makes it possible 
to identify in real time, 
potential welfare issues 
such as inadequate ac-
cess to feed and water or 
incorrect environmental 
conditions. 

Listening to your new-
ly hatched chicks and 
being able to identify 
and react quickly to dis-
tress calling is a pow-
erful tool to maintain 
chick wellbeing. 

The ALIS Chirpy Sen-
sor encapsulates this 
concept, measuring bird 
acoustics in commercial 
farms.

The ALIS Cluster Sen-
sor provides thermal im-

aging capability, allow-
ing the farmer to have 
full visibility of flock 
mobility. 

It highlights clusters 
of birds which may be 
indicative of a poor en-
vironment, triggering 
reduced litter quality, 
pododermatitis and ad-
verse gut health. 

Temperature regula-
tion and lighting are ma-
jor variables determin-
ing chick welfare. 

Monitoring the tem-
perature and light in a 
barn is essential for pro-
ductivity and produc-
tion. 

The ALIS Ambient 
Sensor effectively moni-
tors both variables, en-
suring optimum temper-
ature and light is always 
maintained. 

The sensors conveni-
ently clip onto ALIS 

lighting systems, which 
eliminates retrofitting 
costs. 

This creates an aerial 
network of lights and 
sensors monitoring the 
critical parameters for 
welfare, productivity 
and the environment.

The analytics pro-
duced from these sen-
sors can be accessed 
in real time, with data 
supplied through a user-
friendly browser or mo-
bile device dashboard. 

Alerts are given when 
issues are highlighted, 
making for efficient 
problem solving. 

For more informa-
tion, visit stockyardin 
dustries.com/poultry-
lighting-sensors or con-
tact one of the friendly 
Stockyard Industries 
sales representatives on 
07 4697 3344. 

Canadian scholar receives 2020 Poultry 
Science Association’s Alltech Student 
Research Manuscript Award

Sarah Struthers is the recipient of the 2020 Alltech 
Student Research Manuscript Award. 

ALIS Sensors providing data and alerts in real time

www.supagas.com.au
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NEW research by the 
University of Sydney 
and Curtin University 
has found that, despite 
having a great concern 
for the environment and 
animal welfare, Genera-
tion Z is not ready to eat 
lab-grown meat.

As a cohort of 5 mil-
lion people born between 
1995-2015 encompassing 
20 percent of the Austral-
ian population — they’re 
consumers to be reckoned 
with.

New research by the 
University of Sydney and 
Curtin University pub-
lished in Frontiers in Nu-
trition, found that despite 
having a great concern for 
the environment and ani-
mal welfare, 72 percent 
of Generation Z were not 

ready to accept cultured 
meat – defined in the sur-
vey as a lab-grown meat 
alternative produced by 
in-vitro cell cultures of 
animal cells, instead of 
from slaughtered animals.

However, despite their 
lack of enthusiasm for 
the new meat alternative, 
41 percent believed it 
could be a viable nutri-
tional source because of 
the need to transition to 
more sustainable food op-
tions and improve animal 
welfare.

University of Sydney’s 
lead researcher for the 
study Dr Diana Bogueva 
said they have found that 
Generation Z – those aged 
between 18 and 25 – are 
concerned about the en-
vironment and animal 
welfare, yet most are not 
ready to accept cultured 
meat and view it with dis-
gust.

59 percent of partici-
pants were concerned 
about the environmen-
tal impact of traditional 
livestock farming specifi-
cally, however many were 
not clear on what those 
impacts were nor did they 
understand the associated 
resource depletion.

“In-vitro meat and other 
alternatives are important 
as they can help to reduce 
greenhouse emissions 
and lead to better animal 
welfare conditions,” Dr 
Bogueva said.

“However, if cultured 
meat is to replace live-
stock-based proteins, it 
will have to emotionally 
and intellectually appeal 
to the Gen Z consumers.

“It may be through its 
physical appearance, but 
what seems to be more 
important is transparency 
around its environmental 
and other benefits.”
Gen Z’s concerns about 
cultured meat

The participants had 
several concerns relating 
to cultured meat, includ-
ing an anticipated taste or 
disgust, health and safety, 
and whether it is a more 
sustainable option.

Societal concerns were 
also prevalent throughout 
the study, with a large 
number of respondents 
worried that eating cul-
tured meat would be in 
conflict with perceptions 

of gender and national 
identity.

“Gen Z value Australia’s 
reputation as a supplier 
of quality livestock and 
meat, and many view tra-
ditional meat eating as 
being closely tied to con-
cepts of masculinity and 
Australian cultural iden-
tity,” Dr Bogueva said.

Others were concerned 
about animal welfare, 
whereas some viewed 
cultured meat as a con-
spiracy orchestrated by 
the rich and powerful 
and were determined not 
to be convinced to con-
sume it. 

Several participants 
were also unsure whether 
cultured meat was an en-
vironmentally sustainable 
option.

“Generation Z are also 
unsure whether cultured 
meat is actually more 
environmentally sustain-
able, described by several 
respondents as potentially 
‘resource consuming’ and 
not being ‘environmental-
ly friendly’,” Dr Bogueva 
said.

“The respondents were 
effectively divided into 
two groups: the ‘against’ 
described cultured meat 
as ‘another thing our 
generation has to worry 
about’ and questioned the 
motivations of those de-
veloping it, while support-
ers described it as ‘money 
invested for a good cause’ 
and ‘a smart move’ by 
people who are ‘advanced 
thinkers.’

“This generation has 
vast information at its fin-
gertips but is still con-
cerned that they will be 
left with the legacy of ex-
ploitative capitalism, that 
benefits only a few at the 
expense of many.

“They have witnessed 
such behaviour resulting 
in climate change and are 
now afraid that a similar 

scenario may develop in 
relation to food, particu-
larly as investors are pur-
suing broader adoption of 
cultured meat.”
Gen Z’s five main at-
titudes towards cultured 
meat

• 17 percent of respond-
ents rejected all alterna-
tives, including cultured 
meat, seeing it as chemi-
cally produced and heav-
ily processed

• 11 percent rejected all 
alternatives in favour of 
increased consumption of 
fruit and vegetables, say-
ing they will stick with a 
vegetarian diet

• 35 percent rejected 
cultured meat and edible 
insects but accepted plant-
based alternatives because 
they ‘sounded more natu-
ral’ and are ‘normal’

• 28 percent believed 
cultured meat was ac-
ceptable, or possibly ac-
ceptable if the technology 
could be mastered

• 9 percent accepted ed-
ible insects but rejected 
cultured meat as it was too 
artificial and not natural 
like insects.
How the research was 
conducted

The researchers collect-
ed Generation Z’s opin-
ions of cultured meat via 
an online survey. 

The group of 227 ran-
domly selected, Austral-
ian-based respondents 
were asked questions 
about their demographics’ 
dietary preferences such 
as how often they liked 
to eat meat, how they felt 
about cultured meat and 
whether they thought it 
was necessary to accept 
and consume. 

They were also asked 
their preference for differ-
ent meat alternatives, such 
as insects, plant based and 
cultured meat.

Research from the Uni-
versity of Sydney 

THROUGHOUT the 
past 10 years, the poultry 
industry has been chang-
ing – occasionally at a 
rapid pace and almost 
always for the better. 

Despite these changes, 
the sector is at the top of 
the shopping list for both 
large and small agribusi-
ness investors.

It’s not only the finan-
cial returns and positive 
consumer preferences but 
the risk controls provided 

by grower agreements, 
housed production sys-
tems and integrity pro-
grams that make the fun-
damentals of poultry asset 
investment so attractive.

While consumer percep-
tion of farming systems 
was the key challenge 
of the 1990s, today ef-
ficiency and cost control 
in an era of increasing 
energy costs are principal 
concerns. 

The adaptability of the 

industry has ensured it re-
mains relevant and attrac-
tive to investors.

What are the modern 
poultry assets investors 
looking for?

Though the answer is 
varied, there are some 
clear trends.

Recently, large invest-
ments in the poultry in-
dustry have been made by 
passive investors wanting 
to own the assets and gain 
exposure but leave the 

operational component to 
others.  

These investors have 
favoured the opportunity 
to allocate the capital at 
either end of the poultry 
production chain in facili-
ties such as breeder farms, 
hatcheries, feed mills and 
processing plants, which 
are all assets major indus-
try participants have been 
willing to take off their 
balance sheet and operate 
as a long-term tenant.

Aside from the financial 
return, which is relatively 
strong in comparison to 
other agribusiness assets, 
investors are attracted to 
poultry assets given the 
scale or quantum of in-
vestment, opportunities 
to expand and favourable 
depreciation allowances 
for new builds and rede-
velopments. 

In many cases investors 
of these assets are also 
attracted to the long-term 
prospects for land use, 

change and future devel-
opment that many urban 
fringe poultry properties 
provide.

Active investors have 
been prominent in broiler 
and egg farms where their 
desire to invest and man-
age assets in return for 
a higher return has been 
met at a range of scales.

Within this asset class 
increased scrutiny is be-
ing placed on pre-pur-
chase due diligence, with 
the modern investor well-
schooled on factors such 
as processor counterparty, 
location and farm setup, 
which can impact the 
long-term returns on in-
vestment.  

As well as the asset, 
these investors are under-
taking increased levels 
of due diligence on farm 
management teams, in the 
acknowledgement that a 
well-run farm with dedi-
cated and processional 
staff makes for an easier 

and more efficient trans-
fer of the asset from one 
party to another.

To investors and financi-
ers alike, cost control has 
become a primary consid-
eration of due diligence.

Within the generally 
adopted financial model 
that is the background to 
investor, valuer and fi-
nancier decision making, 
the cost ratio remains the 
most sensitive driver of 
enterprise profitability. 

To this end, the industry 
is rising to the challenge 
with measures such as 
concrete floors, variable 

speed fans, energy effi-
cient heaters, solar power 
generation plants and 
multiple sources of se-
cure water commonplace 
in new farm builds and 
renovations.

Poultry assets will un-
doubtably continue as an 
attractive investment sec-
tor into the future.

The strong performance 
of the industry throughout 
the most recent pandemic-
affected period has fur-
ther emphasised the re-
silience of the sector and 
its financial returns for 
investors. 

Tel: 07 5429 2028
  Fax: 07 5429 2038     
    Mobile: 0424 413 484

scotty@tsa.tech
   reception@tsa.tech
      www.tsa.tech

Technical Systems Australia or TSA is a leading Australian company 
dedicated to the supply, installation and service of agricultural 
equipment to Australian, New Zealand and Pacific markets for 
poultry (boilers and breeders), layer (free range and barn layer), 
quail (broiler and breeders), duck (broiler, breeder and layers), 
turkey (breeder and production), pig, agricultural, farming,  
aquaculture, horticulture and brewing industries plus many more.
• We pride ourselves on customer service and after sales support 
• 86 years combined industry experience
•  Full consulting, supply, shipping, installation, manufacturing, 

service and repairs
• Repair and maintenance on all equipment and spare parts  
• Onsite service and breakdown.

TSA proudly 
represents Agrotop 

sheds, the world 
leader in livestock 
turnkey packages 
and design in the  
region. We offer a 
free quote on all 

turnkey projects. We 
design each shed 
to the customer’s 
needs. Finance 

options available.

An adaptable and nimble industry popular with investors

Agribusiness

Talk to us today

Will Gurry
Valuations & Advisory
0488 553 988           

Chris Holgar 
Transactions
0411 177 167 

HereWe’re
Whether it’s from the breeder farm to the 
processing plant or free range run to the carton, 
our national team has the technical expertise, 
market intelligence and industry contacts to assist 
you in making the most of your property decisions.

jll.com.au/agriculture

Gen Z not ready to eat lab-grown meat

www.aussiepumps.com.au
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist ser-
vices and facilities in the poultry industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accom-
plish, here’s a group of business cards 
that guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

Lawrie Coutts
Technical Service Manager – VIC

0475 802 675
lawriecoutts@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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Jonathan Leslie
National Sales and Marketing Manager

0459 893 518
jonathanleslie@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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TECHNICAL
SYSTEMS
AUSTRALIA

Scotty Miller
DIRECTOR

PO BOX 30, Donnybrook QLD 4510 AUSTRALIA
86 Berrburrum-Donnybrook Road, Donnybrook

PHONE: 07 5429 2028 INT: +61 7 5429 2028
MOBILE: 0424 413 484 FAX: 07 5429 2038
EMAIL: scotty@tsa.tech WEB: www.tsa.tech

PTY
LTD

Juan Diaz (Vic)
Tel: 0429 125 448

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231 
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, South Australia
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REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH …
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TRASH pumps and 
semi-trash pumps used 
for handling effluent 
are traditionally low 
pressure because of the 
design of the impeller.

Impellers have a rea-
sonably small diameter 
with high veins allow-
ing the passing of large 
solids in suspension.

The downside of these 
pumps has been the 
limited heads delivered 
often top out at around 
20m.

Aussie Pumps has de-
signed a new high-pres-
sure semi-trash pump 
with truly amazing per-
formance.

An addition to the 
Aussie Pumps GMP 
semi-trash pump range, 
the pump combines the 
ability to handle solids 
in suspension with a 
maximum head of 80m.

The pump is self-
priming and in mono-
bloc execution, with a 
multi-blade open impel-
ler.  

It is fitted with special 
silicon carbide mechan-

ical seals and a cast-
iron wear plate, and the 
pump has an inspection 
door built into the front 
of the unit.

Aussie Pumps chief 
engineer John Hales 
said: “It’s the inspec-
tion door that allows 
clean-up of the impeller 
chamber without dis-
mantling pipework or 
hoses, and we designed 
the impeller so it would 
pass spherical solids up 
to 19mm in diameter.”  

With a maximum flow 
of 1200 litres per min-
ute, the pump’s perfor-
mance is exceptional.

A major advantage is 
the ability to self-prime 
through a vertical lift of 
6m, allowing it to pump 
from the pit and then 
distribute liquid effluent 
at pressure.

The pump can han-
dle a maximum liquid 
temperature of 70C 
and its 3” ports ensure 
solid-laden liquid moves 
through easily.

Driven by a large high-
quality European 22kW 

electric 415v, 50Hz mo-
tor – the pump is no 
lightweight, weighing in 
at 275kg and mounted 
on a steel base.  

“These units were 
designed for operators 
in piggeries, saleyards, 
dairy farms and chicken 
feeding establishments,” 
Mr Hales said. 

“We know customers 
want to not only pump 
the liquid but often to 
pump it a fair distance 
from the yard – to a 
holding pond or some 
form of irrigation.”

Aussie Pumps intends 
to bring a wide range of 
high-pressure semi-trash 

pumps to the market.  
“We know there’s a 

gap in the market and 
that a no-nonsense 
heavy-duty cast-iron 
pump such as this – with 
its unique capacity – has 
huge application,” Mr 
Hales said.

Stainless steel Grade 
316 versions are also 
available for getting rid 
of wash-down wastewa-
ter, often heavily laden 
with caustics. 

For further informa-
tion, including free com-
prehensive catalogues, 
contact an Aussie Pumps 
distributor or visit aussie 
pumps.com.au 

High-pressure effluent pumps

High-pressure and effluent handling? The new 
Aussie Pumps high-pressure semi-trash pump 
does the trick.

KEEPING backyard 
poultry is a popular and 
productive hobby for 
many Australians. 

If you keep a few chick-
ens at home, maintaining 
good biosecurity prac-
tices will help to pro-
tect your birds and your 
family’s health as well 
as Australia’s agriculture 
industry.

By following these sim-
ple steps, you can help to 
keep your birds healthy 
and help to prevent out-
breaks of avian influenza 
and other bird diseases:

• Regularly clean your 
chicken coop includ-
ing feeders, drinkers and 
equipment

• Frequently replace 
nesting materials

• Always wash your 
hands with warm water 
and soap after handling 
birds, eggs or other mate-
rials in the coop

• Try to avoid contact 
between chickens and 
wild birds, rodents or pets

• Keep your bird feed 
and water clean of any 
droppings or animal waste

• Your birds should 

drink the same water as 
you — town, bore or tank 
water, so keep them away 
from potentially contami-
nated water sources such 
as streams, dams, ponds 
and even puddles

• Feed your birds good 
quality feed from a repu-
table feed-mill

• Keep new birds sepa-
rate from your existing 
flock for 14 days after 
they arrive on your prop-
erty

• Keep records of where 
you buy poultry from and 
if possible, their vaccina-
tion history

• Keep records of who 
you sell birds or eggs to, 
as this information is use-
ful for disease tracing

• If you attend bird 
shows, do not allow your 
birds to mix directly with 
others, and then keep 
them separate from the 
rest of your flock for 14 
days when you return 
home

• Minimise visitor con-
tact with your birds – if 
visitors need to handle 
your birds make sure they 
wash their hands with 
warm soapy water before 

and after handling, and 
visitors should cover their 
footwear before handling 
birds

• If you are selling or 
giving away eggs, use new 
cartons if possible or keep 
reused cartons clean and 
away from birds

• Know the signs of 
disease and immediately 
report large or unusual 
numbers of dead or sick 
birds to your vet.

Outbreaks of avian in-
fluenza and other bird 
related diseases are un-
common, but it is impor-
tant to be aware of the 
signs, and early detection 
and reporting may help 
to prevent a large-scale 
outbreak.

Poultry farmers, back-
yard flock and bird own-
ers are urged to report 
any cases of unexplained 
bird deaths to the 24-hour 
Emergency Animal Dis-
ease Watch Hotline on 
1800 675 888, to your lo-
cal vet or to your relevant 
state government depart-
ment. 

Backyard poultry and biosecurity
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BEAT THE HEAT WITH A  
CUMBERLAND KOMFORT KOOLER

CONTACT PETER LUTTERSCHMIDT AT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN  
FOR ALL YOUR POULTRY EQUIPMENT NEEDS.

Get ready for Summer now with early order discounts on evaporative cooling systems, parts and pads.

Building from new or upgrading your existing cool system, Komfort Kooler Evaporative Cooling Systems use the natural 
cooling effect of evaporation to reduce bird stress and therefore improve bird weight over summer.

Komfort Koolers feature open or closed top systems along with deep trough and or recirculating sump components. 
Patented Roll Seal Sidewall systems are designed to fit the Komfort Kooler evaporative cooling system with a precision 
tight fit to limit air infiltration.

We currently have complete system upgrades available in stock and you should also talk to us about our Bulk Cooling Pad 
purchase deals.

Take comfort this summer in the Cumberland Komfort Kooler along with the expertise of AGCO Grain & Protein.

AGCO Grain & Protein 
615-645 Somerville Road 

Sunshine West, VIC, Australia 3020 

Peter: 0429 653 315  
peter.lutterschmidt@agcocorp.com 

agcograinandprotein.com.au
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