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Jenny Stanton with daughters Grace, Annabelle and Matilda with their free range chickens on Kangaroo Island.

STARTING with the in-
tention of buying a few
chickens for their own
consumption but becom-
ing the only chicken meat
farmers on Kangaroo Is-
land, the founders of Pri-
mal Harvest have a mis-
sion.

During a mainland visit,
Will and Jenny Stanton
spontaneously decided to
purchase some meat chick-
ens for themselves and
daughters Grace, Annabelle
and Matilda but returned to
their Stokes Bay farm with
a flock of 200.

“Will has always wanted
to get meat birds because
we eat a lot of chicken our-

selves and have previously
questioned what’s in those
we buy,” Jenny Stanton said.

“We love knowing our
chickens are raised with the
utmost care, the way na-
ture intended, and this has a
big impact on the quality of
their meat.”

Raised on a sheep and
cropping farm near Nar-
ridy in the mid-north of
South Australia, Jenny is a
qualified agronomist, while
Will is a third-generation
Kangaroo Island farmer
who grows kowari oats in
collaboration with a local
farming business, Kanga-
roo Island Oats.

Now the pair have turned

Will Stanton shares his love for regenerative agricul-
ture and vision of growing wholesome food with his

wife and three daughters.

their passion for healthy liv-
ing into a growing busi-
ness, supplying the island
and mainland with pasture
raised on open fields —
PROOF - accredited chick-
ens.

Their farm is on the sunny
north coast of Kangaroo
Island, meaning the close
proximity to the sea moder-
ates the temperature against
frost and the northerly wind.

Sandy ground provides a
paradise for chickens, al-
lowing them to engage in
their instinctive behaviour
of scratching for bugs and
dust bathing.

With no foxes on Kanga-
roo Island, unrestricted by
fences and completely free
to roam pastures and na-
tive vegetation, their free
range chickens are living
the dream in dome shelters
that are moved to fresh pas-
ture each day.

“I just didn’t realise how
quickly they grew,” Jenny
said.

“We're doing this for our
children, growing food
more naturally and keeping
them healthy and happy.”

Processing every eight
or nine weeks, the Stan-
ton family offer everything
from whole chickens to

wings, thighs, hearts, liv-
ers and even feet, and have
added smoked chicken to
their Kangaroo Island Pri-
mal Harvest range, which
they hope to soon take na-
tionwide.

“Wanting to grow chick-
ens to feed our family has
led to Primal Harvest,”
Jenny said.

“We grow our birds know-
ing that we are going to eat
them and love having total
control of what the birds
consume.”

Jenny’s passion for the
connection of food and
health means she is all
about primal ingredients, so
there is no soy, no geneti-
cally modified organisms,
no hormones and no medi-
cations or antibiotics fed to
the chickens.

“We take the effort to give
them apple cider vinegar,
diatomaceous earth, sea-
weed and biochar to support
their immunity because we
know we are what we eat,”
Jenny said.

“Our premium pasture-
raised chickens enjoy green
grass, sunshine and fresh
air.

“We believe chickens
raised the best, taste the
best.” &

Eghwaaa enhances
economic autonomy

THIS month has been
a challenging time for
all, with Armidale being
one of the first regional
areas of NSW to go into
lockdown.

This has altered many
of our plans but has also
provided some fantastic
opportunities to engage
in other ways with many
different people.

Recently, we were con-
tacted by a very moti-
vated group of university
students from Taiwan.

They have proposed a
fantastic project that will
benefit a small but very
deserving sector of their
community.

Similar to Australia,
Taiwan is witnessing the
increasing gap between
urban and rural areas.

Located in Hualien, the
Ihownang tribe have a
group of elderly farmers
who are using traditional
farming methods, and the
eggs they produce are or-
ganic, safe and healthy.

The students have
proposed a cooperative
economic model titled
‘Eghwaaa’ for the elderly
tribes’ people to enhance
their economic autonomy.

The population is ag-

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

ing and many of them
face partial disabilities,
hence they have a heavy
reliance on government
subsidies.

Given that these elderly
tribes” people constantly
face an unstable eco-
nomic future and are un-
able to be self-sufficient,
the student group have
designed a membership-
based business model that
will lead to economic au-
tonomy.

The groups’ motivation
is threefold — improve
the dignity and value of
the elderly, increase the
tribal land use rate and
raise awareness of eco-
nomic autonomy Wwithin
the tribe.

Further to their business
model, the students plan

to hold a tribal garden
party every six months to
enable members — people
who have subscribed —
to visit the chickens and
experience the tribal cus-
toms.

This event will further
drive the local economy
through engagement and
the facilitation of a cul-
tural market.

PoultryHub  Australia
plans to engage further
with these students to aid
them in achieving their
goals.

I'll keep you posted on
their progress.

These types of interac-
tions are what motivate
me to engage with young
people and encourage
them to come up with

@ continued P2

Members of the lhownang tribe in Hualien who are keen to be part of the

Eghwaaa initiative.

GET READY FOR A HOT
AND DRY SUMMER
- RainMaker System

* Simple installation and maintenance

* Open system, water evenly distributed
to the whole pad

* Cellulose Cool Cell Pads, provide
high saturation efficiency

www.stockyardindustries.com
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Poultry Industry
Galendar of Events

2021

SEP 14-17 - SPACE International
Exhibition for Animal Production 2021,

France, uk.space.fr

SEP 22-24 — Meat Pro Asia 2021,

Thailand, meatpro-asia.com

SEP 27 — Farm Kids School Holidays
— Chickens Workshop, Byron Bay,

www.eventbrite.com.au

NOV 21-22 - AVAMS21, Gold Coast

www.avams2020.com.au

2022

MAR 30 - APR 1 — 7th International
Conference on Poultry Intestinal

Health, Columbia, www.ihsig.com

MAY 15-17 — Poultry Information
Exchange and Australasian Milling
Conference (PIX/AMC), www.pixamec.

com.au

WHAT is the Internation-
al Egg Commission?

And how are Aussie egg
farmers connected?

Many of those involved in
egg farming have probably
heard of the International
Egg Commission and won-
dered how Australian egg
farmers are connected to
the organisation.

Hannah Rose is the glob-
al communications man-
ager with IEC and I asked
her to help fill us in on the
commission’s role.

The International Egg
Commission is part of the
World Egg Organisation —
the only global organisa-
tion entirely dedicated to

by MELINDA HASHIMOTO
CEO

representing the egg.

It is run by egg producers

for the benefit of egg pro-
ducers, with egg industry
members in over 75 coun-
tries.

The Aussie connection

The Australian egg in-
dustry plays a leading and
vital role within the IEC,
with Australian egg pro-
ducers holding several key
leadership roles.

These include Kent Anto-
nio of McLean Farms be-
ing a member of the IEC
governing executive Board,
Rowan McMonnies of Aus-
tralian Eggs having a seat

on the international chief
executive officer forum,
and Frank Pace of Pace
Farm being one of the se-
lectors who propose future
Board chairs and senior
Board members.

On behalf of egg produc-
ers around the world, the
IEC represents your inter-
ests to international bod-
ies that have an impact on
our industry, including the

World Health Organisation,
the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organisa-
tion, the Consumer Goods
Forum and the World Ani-
mal Health Organisation.
The OIE is particularly
relevant to the egg indus-
try as they not only set
international guidelines for
overseeing the prevention
and control of avian in-
fluenza, but they also set

recommended standards
for animal welfare of lay-
ing hens.

The OIE only deals with
national governments or
international organisations,
which is why the IEC has
an agreement with the
OIE on your behalf and
is recognised as the repre-
sentative of the global egg
industry.

As a result of this agree-
ment, the IEC was able to
nominate a scientist to sit
on the OIE ad-hoc scientif-
ic group to help shape the
initial draft of the Animal
Welfare and Laying Hens
standards.

It has also given the IEC
direct ~ communication
links with key OIE leaders.

Global collaboration

In addition to represent-
ing the interests of the egg
industry to key internation-
al bodies, the IEC also sup-
ports global collaboration
and information sharing on
areas of international im-
portance through its con-
ferences, regional events,
virtual programs, network-
ing opportunities and the
establishment of global ex-
pert groups.

The current global expert
groups include the Avian
Influenza Global Expert
Group, which has devel-
oped tools to support egg
farmers to implement good
levels of biosecurity to pre-
vent the spread of avian
influenza.

The IEC also coordinated
the creation of a Global Egg
Nutrition Expert Group
and an Environmental Sus-
tainability Expert Group,
which Frances Jewell of
Australian Eggs and Kent
Antonio of McLean Farms
are respective members of.

For more information on
the International Egg Com-
mission visit the IEC web-
site, internationalegg.com %~

How to supply event details: Send all
details to National Poultry Newspaper, PO
Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178, call 07 3286
1833 or email: design@collins.media

Eghwaaa enhances economic autonomy

@ from P1
novel ways to solve prob-
lems, both in our industry
and society.

Finally, we recently
awarded two honours
scholarships worth $5000
each.

These scholarships were
made possible by the
collaboration of Austral-
ian Eggs, AgriFutures
Chicken Meat and PHA,
through the Chook Chat
Shack.

The first recipient is
Corey-Ann Firman, a stu-
dent from the University
of Adelaide whose project

is titled, ‘Improving chick
post-hatch  performance
from young breeder flocks
using in ovo creatine
monohydrate supplemen-
tation’.

The second student Na-
talie Mendes, a student
from the University of
New England, will be in-
vestigating if a complex
rearing environment can
prepare meat chickens to
range by increasing ac-
tivity and improving leg
health.

I wish both students the
best for their studies and
look forward to sharing

the results later this year.

I hope you are all safe
and well and encourage
you to reach out — we are
always looking for ways

to support the industry
and farmers, and would
welcome any suggestions
of how we can be of as-
sistance.

If you have an idea or
want to chat all things
poultry, contact our of-
fice poultryhub@une.edu.
au

A Zoom session with the highly motivated Taiwanese students. Such beautiful

smiles!

poultrynews.com.au

073286 1833

HAVE YOUR SAY!

All producers are encouraged
to send in letters to be published in
NPN, outlining any concerns
or issues they may have with
the industry.

/]

This is an open forum where you
can cover any topic, whether for
or against an issue.

Please send your letters to:
editorial@collins.media or
PO Box 162, Wynnum QId 4178
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econoclad

High Performance Insulated Roofing

The first choice for economic focussed
thermal construction

External Layer

EconoClad® is a high performing and low cost roofing or walling insulated panel suitable
Superior low pitch of 2° minimum for industrial and commercial cladding. EconoClad® has a non-ozone depleting fire-
Available in thermally efficient and modern colours retardant PIR core bonded between a hi-tensile Colorbond® steel roof and a silver/white
Australian made and proven Colerbond steel thermal foil on the ceiling underside. EconoClad® is a

. fast, economical and practical roof or wall
Spans up to 16 metre maximum Hladding option;

Insulation Layer
y > Better controls, better results

Outstanding thermal performance

Choose from 25,40,60,80 and 100mm core thicknesses EcongCIad® rloofing and wa‘IIir.19 gssists in temperature control
through impressive R-values via its insulated PIR core. Perfect for

Does not suffer compression or thermal performance loss . .
producers looking for food to body mass conversion rates.

R values from 1.15 to 4.55

Internal Layer Healthy & happy hens

Silver foil or white vinyl ceiling underside Fight. Qisease and .influenza with fast mainte_nance/cleaning yvith gasy Wgshdovyn of
facilities. Quarantine and cleaning process is faster than built up insulation options.

Allows for easy maintenance

1300 300 099

APPROVED www.bondor.com.au/econoclad

Restricted use

T Build Better

Leaders in Thermal & Architectural Building Solutions
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Workplaces and workers can be impacted by COVID-19.

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness
Public Relations Skills that will
build your business, enhance
your brand, promote your
products and sell your services,
all backed by unsurpassed

professionalism, experience
and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant
@ 0417 930 536 @ brendon@iinet.net.au

While there is no evidence that chickens or chicken meat are involved in the transmission of COVID-19, chick-
ens can be affected if supply and demand for meat and eggs are impacted by COVID-19 outbreaks in the

community.

The Jah mandate debate

FOLLOWING the early
August announcement by
food manufacturer SPC
that it would be the first
Australian company to
force staff to be vacci-
nated against COVID-19,
there has been a string of
arguments, both for and
against, put forward by
government, union and
business bodies.

The Shepparton-based
company that makes Ard-
mona canned tomatoes and
Goulburn Valley packaged
fruit, will mandate that all
staff must be fully vacci-
nated by the end of Novem-
ber in order to enter any
company location.

Also believed to include
contractors, the mandate
means everyone must have
at least the first vaccine
dose scheduled by Septem-
ber 15 and administered by
the end of October.

Staff will receive time off
to receive their vaccinations
and special paid leave of up

Cant Comment
by
BRENDON CANT

to two days for anyone who
becomes unwell after their
vaccination.

Those with pre-existing
conditions and unable to
receive the vaccine will
have their circumstances
reviewed on a case by case
basis.

Visitors to SPC sites, in-
cluding its cannery in Vic-
toria, will also be required
to be vaccinated.

SPC chairman Hussein
Rifai said the measure
aimed to ensure the health
and well-being of all staff
and the broader community.

Meanwhile, in a chicken
industry first, Ingham’s will
extend its health and well-
being benefits to include a
new vaccination leave poli-
cy to cover its people across
Australia and New Zealand
to increase accessibility to
COVID-19 vaccinations.

In an August 3 statement,
Ingham’s chief executive of-
ficer and managing director
Andrew Reeves said Ing-
ham’s had worked hard to
care for its people through
the pandemic.

“I am proud that we’re
having ongoing conversa-
tions to ensure this contin-
ues to be our number one
priority,” Mr Reeves said.

Ingham’s decided it was
important to support its
people and their work-life
balance by allowing them to
take paid time during their
workday at a time more
convenient and accessible
to them than what it might
be on a weekend or out of
work hours.

In the same week SPC an-
nounced it was mandating
COVID-19 vaccinations,
Queensland  meatworks
Teys at Rockhampton re-
vealed that 94 percent of its
workforce had been fully
vaccinated.

Teys Australia manager
John Langbridge said the
company did not see the
necessity to even consider
mandating COVID-19 vac-
cinations.

“We are promoting the
vaccine and encouraging
workers to talk to their local
medical practitioner, their
trusted source of health in-
formation, and to take that
advice,” Mr Langbridge
said.

On its website under a
‘COVID-19 update’ drop-
down menu, the Australian
Chicken Meat Federation
stated, “ACMF is provid-
ing ongoing assistance and
advice to its members to
continue to safeguard the
supply of chicken meat to
Australian families.”

“It is important to know
that there is no evidence that
chickens, or chicken meat,
are in any way involved in
the transmission of COV-
ID-19.”

“The industry recognises
that the health and safety of

its workforce is paramount
and must be its first and
foremost responsibility.

“We will always prioritise
the health and well-being
of the industry’s workforce
and thus are working with
companies to ensure that
practices and contingency
measures continue to be in
place to protect employ-
ees, their families and the
broader community.

“We commend the exem-
plary, ongoing efforts made
by our members and their
supply chain partners in
adapting to the challenges
that this pandemic presents
us with.

“ACMF is committed to
supporting its members
throughout the COVID-19
response and recovery, to
help industry to manage and
mitigate the current, chang-
ing and future impacts of
COVID-19”

A quick review of the Egg
Farmers of Australia web-
site didn’t turn up anything
in relation to COVID-19,
despite it being the national
representative body of Aus-
tralian egg farmers and rep-
resenting 85 percent of all
Australian egg farming.

Under ‘Who we are’ it
stated, “EFA promotes and
ensures the sustainability of
the whole Australian egg
industry, developing and
advocating policy and par-
ticipating in public conver-
sations on issues affecting
the industry.”

I'd have thought, given the
disruption and uncertainty
COVID-19 has delivered on
so many fronts over the past
18 months, it might have de-
served a reference of some
sort. b

QUEENSLAND
United Egg Produc-
ers announce the 2021
annual general meet-
ing to be held as a Mi-
crosoft Teams video
meeting at 10.00am
on October 22, 2021.
The meeting will ad-
dress the election of
directors, including the
statutory requirements,
plus receive the latest
update on the Austral-
ian Animal Welfare
Standards and Guide-
lines for Poultry and

QUEP 2021 AGM notice

the impacts for future
egg farming.

A COVID-19 update
will also be provided
with a focus on Queens-
land Health protocols
to positive cases in your
workforce.

All current members
will receive an invita-
tion by email prior to
the AGM date with the
Teams link.

QUEP invites new
members to join the or-
ganisation and add to
the strength of the rep-

resentation offered to
egg farmers.

New members should
contact John Coward
for registration details.

For more information,
call John Coward on
0407 622 166 or send
an email to john.cow
ardl@gmail.com

Queensland United
Egg Producers
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[t's not about
what came first.
[t's about what
comes next.

For over 50 years, Australia’s egg farmers
have trusted SBA's quality layers to keep their
egg supply moving. We're Australia’s largest
specialist supplier for a reason: our genetically
superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old
chicks and point-of-lay pullets are bred in the
world’s most advanced facilities. And we are
still investing in superior biosecurity, logistics
and genetics to protect the future of our food
security - and support your farm at every
stage, from chicken to egg.

With SBA as your production partner, you can
have confidence in what comes next.

S\B /A

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU SPECIALISED BREEDERS AUSTRALIA
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NATIONAL

FEED SOLUTIONS Pty Ltd

For all your livestock needs
Provides high quality products.
Delivered on time.

At competitive pricing.

Supported by the best

available technical
service in animal and

livestock nutrition.

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Kate Parry 0448 340 619
kate@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

THE National Farmers’
Federation is teaming up
with the Energy Efficien-
cy Council — the peak
body for experts in smart
energy management — to
launch a new guide for
farms that are looking to
slash their energy costs
through smart energy
management.

The new ‘sector spot-
light” on farms is the latest
in the EEC’s ‘Navigating
a dynamic energy land-
scape’ series and shows
how farms can cut costs,
improve productivity and
reduce emissions with en-
ergy efficiency, renewables
and demand management.

National Farmers’ Fed-
eration chief executive of-
ficer Tony Mahar said the
guide was timely, “Aussie
farmers have seen their en-

Energy Efficiency Council
CEO Luke Menzel.

ergy costs more than dou-
ble in the last decade.”

“The great news is we’ve
seen leading farms avoid
a big chunk of those extra
costs by getting smarter
with how they use energy.

“This guide is about get-
ting those stories out there
and giving farmers the
practical information they
need to start reaping those
benefits,” Mr Mahar said.

Energy Efficiency Coun-
cil chief executive officer
Luke Menzel said, “Ag-
riculture is getting more
energy intensive, as farm-
ers look to boost produc-
tivity and deal with other
challenges such as reduced
rainfall.”

“Put that together with
volatile energy prices and
farmers are more interest-
ed than ever in what they
can do to manage their
energy costs.”

“This practical guide
covers all the bases — ener-
gy efficiency, renewables,
load shifting and procure-
ment — so it is a great start-
ing point for farms looking
to roll up their sleeves and
start reaping the benefits
of smart energy manage-
ment,” Mr Menzel said.

For more information,
visit energybriefing.org.
au

INEW Direct Drive EC energy efficient tunnel fans now available in 48” and 54"

Air Circulator Fan

FH800/0.37kW/4B/1 Phase
Part Number: PF6010

SPECIFICATIONS:

® Diameter: 820mm

e Airflow: 9,300 c.f.m.

® Motor: 0.37 kW, 900 R.P.M.

o All GRP impeller

® HDG galvanised casing with
safety guards

® Quiet operation: 66 dB(A) @ 3m

POULTRY FANS
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

Made Stronger to Last Longer!

® No need for expensive shed alterations
e Combining an EC motor with Titan's
extremely efficient blade technology
e Variable speed integral in motor
e Electrical actuator louvre control
(AC 24... 240 V)

Retrofit your existing Titan fans!

NEW energy efficient direct drive retrofit
option for your existing 48” and 54" models

STANDARD:
Fitted with AC Motor

e High capacity

® Direct drive — less maintenance

® No belts, no pulleys and no
centrifugal system

® Quick turnaround time, combined
with high quality materials and
superior construction

CONTACT US ON 0409 003 884
TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

sales@poultryfansaustralia.com.au

Variable speed direct drive

RETROFIT:

C/w - Electrical
Actuator Louvre
Control
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ELDERS Real Estate
Rockhampton has been
instructed by the Smalls
Trading Co to offer the
poultry egg farm Coun-
try Fresh Eggs, located
near Rockhampton, for
sale by private treaty.

The outstanding family
owned farming enterprise
occupies a total area of
4.63 hectares — or 11.44
acres — and carries a sig-
nificant number of birds
that produce eggs for a
vast area throughout cen-
tral Queensland.

The opportunity to ac-
quire a locally owned and
supported business of this
calibre is rare.

The form of sale pro-
vides an excellent oppor-
tunity for both smaller
private and large corpo-
rate buyers to participate
in the process.

The key features in-
clude:

e The largest major egg
production farm in cen-
tral Queensland

Country Fresh Eggs, produced by Smalls Trading Co, occupies a total area
of 4.63 hectares and carries a significant number of birds that produce eggs
for a vast area throughout central Queensland.

Smalls Trading Co poultry egg
farm Country Fresh Eggs for sale

e Secure and private
location close to Rock-
hampton — population
over 80,000

¢ Produces and sells
25,000 dozen eggs a week

* Accommodating over
66,000 birds in full pro-
duction, with possibilities
to further enhance

* Numerous storage si-
los

* Extensive list of loyal
customers

e Established  supply
of fresh eggs to Rock-
hampton and the central
Queensland region

¢ Retail and wholesale
market

» The past 12 years fig-
ures show outstanding re-
turns of 15.5 percent net
on capital outlay.

Country Fresh Eggs,
produced by Smalls
Trading Co, is a family
owned poultry egg farm
that has been operating
since 1959.

The employees are all
local residents and work

a maximum of 38 hours
a week, including week-
ends and holidays.

All staff are trained in
animal welfare, work-
place health and safety
and food safety, and the
business is accredited
under Egg Standards of
Australia and Safe Food
Production Queensland.

The farm has an en-
vironmental permit and
are audited yearly to keep
accreditation.

This business is proud
to state that it abides by
all codes and standards
related to the egg indus-
try.

This is a genuine sale
as the owners are moving
towards retirement.

Private  inspections
only.

For all enquiries, con-
tact Jess Cunningham on
0456 957 261 or jess.cun
ningham@elders.com.au
or Virgil Kenny on 0427
334 100 or virgil. kenny@
elders.com.au

CHAIR of the organising
committee of the Austral-
asian Milling Conference
David Bray is very excited
to announce the joining
of the SunPork group of
companies to the AMC,
scheduled for May 2022.

“This is a great step for-
ward in linking the Aus-
tralia feed industry with its
key end-users in the live-
stock industry,” Mr Bray
said.

The SunPork group is the
largest pork producer in
Australia, which includes
SunPork Farms farm-
ing about 52,000 sows,
PIC Australia, Swicker’s
Kingaroy Bacon Factory
and SunPork Fresh Foods.

The group employs more
than 1800 staff across 52
locations in four states and
two countries.

SunPork group chief ex-
ecutive officer and man-
aging director Dr Robert
van Barneveld said that
SunPork was excited to be
joining with AMC.

“This will definitely start
the necessary engagement
in the many segments of
the pork production supply
chain, avoids duplication

of resources delivering a
world-class event and pro-
vides SunPork and other
members of the pork in-
dustry with a one-stop shop
conference,” Dr van Barn-
eveld said.

“The synergies with the
Poultry Information Ex-
change will also be im-
portant given the pork and

poultry industries face
similar operational chal-
lenges.”

Dr van Barneveld said the
conference will provide a
platform to tackle key is-
sues facing the intensive
industries.

“Sustainability of the
pig and poultry industries
needs to be differentiated
from the wider red meat
sector and we need to take
control of the confinement
debate,” he said.

“Changes in the way we
produce food are inevita-
ble, but it is better to work
together, have robust dis-
cussion around the issues
and take a proactive ap-
proach to solutions.

“A combined PIX AMC
SunPork conference will
provide exactly the forum
we need to facilitate this.”

As a direct result of Sun-
Pork and AMC working
together, suppliers and
stakeholders in the sector
will for the first time have
the opportunity to engage
and support the pig, poul-
try and milling industries
at the one event in Aus-
tralia.

This critical mass is even
more pertinent given the
long-term  international
travel restrictions that
continue, and the need for
Australian producers to
maintain access to the lat-
est industry developments.

This collaboration will
enable broader industry
participants beyond Sun-
Pork to attend the confer-
ence and take advantage of
the array of speakers and
exhibitors that will be in
attendance.

The conference team
looks forward to seeing
you at PIX AMC and looks
forward to your ongoing
support as we make ar-
rangements for an extended
program.

More information will be
released in due course as
the planning for PIX AMC
2022 continues. ©~
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RSPCA calis for an end to barren hattery cages

RECENTLY the RSPCA
published an article on
barren battery cages, ex-
plaining the key terms.

Having long been con-
cerned about the welfare of
Australian layer hens be-
ing kept in barren battery
cages, the RSPCA outlined
a timeline of its work to
free hens from these cages
and why 2021 was the year
it would finally succeed.

The article goes on to
clarify layer chicken in-
dustry terms, including the
term ‘battery cages’.

A layer hen is described
as a breed of chicken bred
to lay eggs, brown in colour
with a red comb, express-
ing normal behaviours of
nesting, perching and for-
aging.

The articles states, “A
battery cage is a small bar-
ren wire cage that’s used to
house egg-laying hens.”

“It’s about 40cm tall and
there are four to seven hens
confined to each cage.

“They stand on a floor all
day and night, with each
hen having less space than
a piece of A4 paper.

“There are many thou-
sands of these cages
stacked in sheds — sheds
that may contain up to
100,000 birds.

“The cages are called
‘battery cages’ because the
stacks of cages resemble
the cells of a battery unit.”

The RSPCA refers to
them as barren battery
cages “because they’re just
that — barren.”

“Hens in these cages ex-
perience extreme confine-
ment and behavioural re-
striction, without the abil-

ity to perch, nest or forage.”

Conventional cages are
defined in the article as “a
term used by the egg indus-
try to describe these small
barren wire cages.”

“In the early 2000s, reg-
ulations were changed to
allow each layer hen a hun-
dred square centimetres of
extra space in barren bat-
tery cages — that's about the
size of an iPhone!

“The egg industry took
the opportunity to re-brand
theses cages as ‘conven-
tional’, but a ‘conventional
cage’ is still no different
in any meaningful way to
a barren battery cage and
is just as bad for the hen’s
welfare.”

Whereas, a furnished or

enriched cage is a cage that
includes opportunities for
hens to express natural be-
haviours, such as a perch,
nest area, scratch pad and
more space per bird.

The RSPCA claim these
furnished or enriched cag-
es are not currently used in
Australia at any large scale.

And go on to note, “They
obviously offer some ben-
efits over more crowded
and barren battery cages,
but because they don’t al-
low hens to perform their
full range of natural behav-
iours, the RSPCA believes
the needs and welfare of
layer hens are best met in
a well-managed cage-free
system.”

Cage-free or barn-laid

systems consist of large
sheds where birds are free
to move around and lay
their eggs in a nest.

A free-range system is
one where hens have ac-
cess to an outdoor area
during the day.

At night, large flocks of
free-range hens are kept
in sheds or barns to keep
them safe from predators.

In a recent e-newsletter,
the RSPCA called on Aus-
tralians to help end barren
battery cages, asking the
public to make their state
and territory governments
aware of their support to
phase out battery cages.

State and territory agri-
culture departments met in
mid-August with the new

national Animal Welfare
Standards and Guidelines
for Poultry — which cur-
rently include a phase out
of barren battery cages —
on the agenda.

The RSPCA also noted it
was aware of some unusual
claims about battery cages
from various sections of
the egg industry and took
the opportunity to clear up
any confusion the claims
may have caused.

In particular, a claim that
battery cages are illegal
and have been since 2008.

According to the RSPCA,
“This is simply untrue.”

While the term ‘battery
cage’ was coined by the
egg industry itself, as bat-
tery cages became strongly

associated with poor ani-
mal welfare, the industry
chose instead to start call-
ing them ‘conventional
cages’.

This coincided with new
regulations from 2008, re-
quiring hens be given one
hundred square centime-
tres of extra space — mobile
phone sized.

Another claim to come to
the RSPCA’s attention was
that battery cages provide a
form of ‘social housing for
hens’, suggesting that hens
may have previously been
housed individually.

The e-newsletter clari-
fied, “This is also untrue
— a number of hens are
crowded into each battery
cage, usually between four

and nine birds, with each
having less floor space
than an A4 sheet of paper
within the cage.”

The RSPCA, in clos-
ing, stated, “Whatever you
choose to call them, it's
time for these small, barren
wire cages to go.”

“We won't let a war of
words distract us from the
real issue — which is that
these barren wire cages are
bad for layer hens — but this
information might be help-
ful in conversations with
your MP or others.

“Again, we thank you for
your advocacy for Austral-
ia’s hens.”

For more information,
visit rspca.org.au/take-ac
tion/layer-hens %

Think
ahead with

poultry
people

We are looking for a fulltime:

Area Sales Manager Oceania

As Area Sales Manager you are responsible for
achieving the sales targets. Customer and dealer

What we offer:

relations are of great importance and you think
along with the customer in finding efficient
housing, egg handling and climate control solu-
tions for each type of poultry house. You translate
signals from the marketinto the rightactions.You
proactively maintain the relationship network
and know how to keep it up to date. It is also your
ambition to continuously improve your sales
performance and you are well informed about
current product and market developments.

What you’ll be doing:

« Developing and expanding the distribution and sales

network in Australia and New Zealand;
- Performing active sales activities, conducting
negotiations and concluding contracts;
+ Managing key accounts;
« Participating in local and international tradeshows;
- Being on the road to visit potential customers.

What we're looking for is a new colleague who:
Has knowledge of the poultry sector, related to
Australian and New Zealand poultry integration
companies

Has an agro-industry and/or sales education;
Has strong influencing skills and ability to work
in an informal no-nonsense organization;

Is strong proponent of animal friendly and
sustainability;

Has comfortable and competent executive
communication skills, clear and concise
communicator;

Has 5 -10 years of experience in sales activities,
conducting negotiations and concluding contracts;
Is living in Australia or New Zealand.

Working for Vencomatic Group means
working at an innovative multinational
with many opportunities to develop your-
self, take responsibility and show initiative.
You get the chance to work internationally.
We offer an extensive and professional
training program within an open and
result driven company culture. Besides
a competitive salary, Vencomatic Group
offers attractive secondary benefits.

Contact information:
If you would like to know more about our

www.vencomaticgroup.com

organization: www.vencomaticgroup.com.
For information about the position, please
contact Mr. Simon McKenzie (Regional
Director of Asia and Oceania), e-mail:
simon.mckenzie@vencoasia.com. If you are
interested in this position please send your
application to jobs@vencomaticgroup.com.

(\l}ncomatic Group
N

Agro Supply - Prinzen - Van Gent - Vencomatic
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animal health
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We create chemistry

Fendona®Plus 60SC

Insecticide

B Specifically developed for use within poultry sheds, for the
control of litter beetles and a range of flying and crawling insects

® High performance residual insecticide offering rapid knockdown

B | ow dose formulation provides the flexibility of a clean-out and
maintenance application rate

For more information on Fendona Plus 60 SC,
visit crop-solutions.basf.com.au or contact your local
CCD Representative on 1300 791 009
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Priscilla Gerber of the University of New England, School of Environmental and
Rural Science, Animal Science department.

An increase in demand and cost of chicken bedding has stimulated interest in
alternative bedding sources worldwide.

BEDDING material or
litter is an important
requirement of meat
chicken  production,
which can influence
bird welfare, health and
food safety.

A substantial increase
in demand and cost of
chicken bedding has
stimulated interest in al-
ternative bedding sourc-
es worldwide.

However, risks arising
from the use of alterna-
tive bedding materials
for raising meat chickens
are currently unknown.

Organic chemicals, el-
emental and biological
contaminants, as well
as physical and manage-
ment hazards, need to be
managed in litter to pro-
tect the health of chick-
ens and consequently
that of human consum-
ers.

This requires access to
information on the trans-
fer of contaminants from
litter to food, to inform
risk profiles and assess-
ments to guide litter risk
management.

Current rearing sys-
tems for meat chicken
production usually use

Unique, open system designed with staggered tiers
ensures the birds optimum freedom of movement

performance and long life.

WORLD CLASS POULTRY

EQUIPMENT FOR BROILERS, LAYERS AND REARING

SKIOLDVMS

SKIOLD VMS specialise in the design, sales and installation
of world class poultry farms. We supply the latest in
equipment for broilers, layers, breeders and rearing from
one of Europe's leading manufactors. Unique and patented
equipment proven for the best results and optimal animal
welfare. We design cost-effective, robust systems with high
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bedding materials to ab-
sorb moisture from bird
excreta and to increase
bird welfare.

The combination of
bedding material and
bird excreta is known as
‘litter’.

Bedding materials tra-
ditionally used around
the world are usually or-
ganic — wood shavings,
sawdust, bark, rice hulls,
peanut and nut hulls,
straw, shredded paper
and peat — but some in-
organic materials such
as sand have also been
used.

A substantial increase
in demand and cost of
chicken bedding has
stimulated interest in al-
ternative bedding sourc-
es worldwide.

A number of alterna-
tive bedding materials,
derived from recycled
materials from the wood
and paper industries —re-
cycled wood, dried paper
sludge and recycled card-
board — and by-products
of crop industries such
as cereal crop residues,
crop and nut hulls have
been proposed.

To date, there have
been a number of studies
on potential hazards and
contaminants regarding
the use of spent chicken
litter for land applica-
tion.

However, very few
studies have investigated
potential contaminants
that are detrimental to
animals and humans in
bedding materials be-
fore their use, and those
are restricted to recy-
cled wood and paper and
cardboard by-products.

There have been many
recent examples of con-
tamination of chicken
meat and eggs because of
chicken exposure to per-
sistent organic pollutants
through contaminated
feed, housing materials,
and litter in traditionally
raised chickens.

Alternative  bedding
materials with unknown
properties could increase
such risks.

Litter material may
also be associated with
increase in the incidence
of diseases and physical
injury to chickens.

Therefore, the bedding
used can potentially have
negative impacts not on-
ly on bird health and wel-
fare but also on overall
food safety as contami-
nants can be transferred
to humans consuming
chicken meat.

A review by Priscilla
Gerber of the University
of New England, School
of Environmental and
Rural Science, Animal
Science department and
Integrity Ag and Envi-
ronment’s Nic Gould and
Eugene McGahan analy-

ses results of a survey,
conducted January 2020,
of the available published
peer-reviewed literature
on contaminants in feed,
bedding and litter.

The review assessed
knowledge regarding
contaminants and man-
agement risks associated
with chicken bedding
materials, focussing on
the Australian produc-
tion system, to enable the
selection and risk man-
agement of alternative
bedding.

Because of the lack of
guidelines to assess the
risk of various contami-
nants and hazards in al-
ternative bedding mate-
rials, contaminants that
may be present in con-
ventional bedding mate-
rials, housing structures
and poultry feed — able
to cause disease in chick-
ens and be transferred to
chicken products — were
reviewed.

Contaminant levels that
cause adverse health ef-
fects in chickens and
maximum permitted lev-
els of contaminants in
feedstuff were provided
to aid selection of al-
ternative bedding using
a risk management ap-
proach.

Contaminants and
hazards of known and
potential concern in al-
ternative bedding are
described and compared
with existing standards
for feed.

The contaminants con-
sidered included organic
chemical contaminants
such as pesticides, el-
emental contaminants
such as arsenic, cadmium
and lead, biological con-
taminants such as phyto-
toxins, mycotoxins, and
microorganisms, physi-
cal hazards and manage-
ment hazards.

Sustainable sourcing
and management of bed-
ding for poultry produc-
tion is a recognised issue
within poultry industries
in many countries.

The use of alternative
bedding has the poten-
tial to adversely affect
the health and welfare
of chickens, workers and
consumers of chicken
meat.

Organic and elemen-
tal contaminants can be
transferred from litter
to the meat and organs
of meat chickens during
the production cycle and
cause disease to chickens
or make the meat unsuit-
able for human consump-
tion.

The maximum guid-
ance levels in the total
diet for poultry and the
toxicological levels based
on published experimen-
tal data are provided for
key contaminants, which
can be used as a trigger

for further investigation
or mitigation if exceeded
in potential bedding ma-
terials.

To assess the level of
potential risk posed by
these hazards, guidance
values can be used as
part of a semiquantita-
tive risk assessment pro-
cess in accordance with
ISO 31000 (ISO, 2018)
and 31010 (IEC, 2019).

It is crucial to consider
the consequences and
likelihoods of certain
risks when choosing to
use alternative bedding
for poultry production
and to consider control
options.

As such, a risk assess-
ment method based on
the guidance values sug-
gested in this review will
assist the chicken meat
industry in assessing the
likely hazards in alterna-
tive bedding materials.

Future research could
improve knowledge
around the transfer of
contaminants from bed-
ding material to meat
chicken tissue and po-
tential impacts to bird
health, as there are very
limited studies in this
area.

Based on the limited
studies published, there
is currently no indication
that alternative bedding
materials such as recy-
cled wood and by-prod-
ucts of the paper industry
would cause illness to
chickens, or that trans-
ference of compounds
would be above the max-
imum permitted limits in
edible tissues.

However, it is impor-
tant to consider that there
could be variability in
contamination in differ-
ent batches of bedding
material, and additional
studies to ascertain the
contamination potential
of bedding materials
from different sources is
required.

While this review has
identified potential haz-
ards in litter based on
available experimental
data, additional hazards
may be identified that
represent significant risk
to the industry, and fur-
ther work needs to be
done to both identify
novel risks and provide
guidance values to un-
derpin industry risk as-
sessments.

For the full review and
scientific literature for
acceptable levels of con-
taminants in chicken feed
for guidance by those in-
volved in selecting and
using bedding materi-
als, visit sciencedirect.
com/science/article/pii/
S50032579120306994

For further information
on agri-environmental
research, visit integri
tyag.net.au -
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CAN a waste product
deliver important im-
provements to chicken
production?

What if antibiotic use
in poultry production
could be significantly
lowered by using waste
products from milling?

Dr Natalie Morgan
is investigating these
possibilities after win-
ning the Australian
Eggs Award in the 2021
Science and Innova-
tion Awards for Young
People in Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry.

A poultry nutrition-
ist at UNE, Dr Morgan
is using her $22,000
award to fund an eight-
week project to exam-
ine the effects of adding
prebiotics called xylo-
oligosaccharides to the
diets of egg-laying hens.

XOS have been stud-
ied in meat chickens,
where they significantly
improved gut health and
production, but have yet
to be investigated in
egg-laying chickens.

Dr Morgan observes
that egg-laying hens
live longer than meat
chickens, so establish
more mature gut micro-
biomes, suggesting the
positive effects of XOS
might be amplified.

The grains fed to
commercial  poultry
contain long-chain sug-
ars that reduce nutrient
absorption in the bird’s
gut, meaning these ex-
pensive and important
nutrients are wasted, or
act as a food source
for pathogenic gut bac-
teria.

To deal with the prob-
lem, all commercial
chicken feed contains
an enzyme that breaks
up the long-chain sug-
ars into more desirable
forms — including XOS.

As a prebiotic, XOS
fuel beneficial gut bac-
teria.

Dr Morgan's question
is, "So what happens if
we add prebiotic XOS
directly into the feed,
as opposed to relying

UNE poultry nutritionist Dr Natalie Morgan.

Seeking a revolution in chicken gut health

on the chickens to make
them in their gut?"

Because XOS can be
extracted from waste
products derived when
grains are milled for
starch, it is a potentially
cheap way to obtain
gains in poultry pro-
duction — an industry
where most other av-
enues for production
gains are pushed to
their limits.

Dr Morgan's hope is
that her pilot project
will show the potential
for supplementing feeds
with XOS to boost hen
feed conversion and
productivity, and lower
faeces contamination
of eggs — and possibly
even improve gut health
to the point where it
affects the chickens'
immunity to disease,
lessening dependence
on antibiotics.

If even one of these
results emerges from
the pilot, Dr Morgan's
work with XOS may
extend considerably.

AGRIFUTURES Aus-
tralia and the University
of Southern Queensland
are seeking technology
partners to commercial-
ise novel video analysis
software to better detect
growth and welfare indi-
cators of poultry flocks
and enhance on-farm de-
cision making.

Poultry farmers spend a
great deal of time check-
ing the health and welfare
of their chickens.

This can mean walking
through the flock up to
three times a day moni-
toring for signs of poor
health.

However, a Queensland
research team has recently
developed a more accurate
and efficient system than
visual checks, which is al-
most as simple as mount-
ing a camera on the poul-
try shed wall.

Funded by the University
of Southern Queensland
and AgriFutures Aus-
tralia’s Chicken Meat Pro-
gram, mechatronic engi-
neers Dr Cheryl McCarthy
and Dr Derek Long have
linked continual on-board
image analysis — similar to
facial recognition — with a
low-cost camera to provide
regular updates on flock
movement throughout the
day.

The ground-breaking
system is an Australian
first, and after two years
of testing USQ and Agri-
Futures Australia are seek-
ing interest from commer-
cial partners to complete
an extended range of trials
in large commercial sheds
and manufacture a shelf-
ready product.

“The cameras observe
the daily behavioural pat-

terns of the chickens, pick-
ing up changes that could
be indicative of underlying
health issues,” Dr McCa-
rthy said.

“The algorithms in the
camera technology recog-
nise subtle changes in pat-
terns of behaviour and the
information is provided to
the farmer throughout the
day as a brief report.”

Existing camera tech-
niques used for monitoring
flocks analyse the num-
ber of pixels in the image
rather than analysing in-
dividual animals, making
it difficult to correlate ac-
curately with bird activity.

This innovative software
can recognise and differ-
entiate chickens from the
background of the shed or
enclosure and converts the
pixels to physical distanc-
es, which means the tech-
nology can also be used for
predicting physical sizes
and bird weights.

“We’d anticipate a farmer
would have a low-cost col-
our camera in their shed
recording video clips and
the software algorithms
will analyse the images
and turn them into data
reflecting bird behaviour
patterns and provide that
to the farmer,” Dr McCa-

rthy said.
Each camera can ‘see’
around 1000 chickens

per day and its findings
can then be extrapolated

across a flock of 40,000
to 50,000.

Former AgriFutures
chicken meat advisory
panel chair and grower
Guy Hebblewhite said,
“The technology is a
game changer for im-
proving welfare, produc-
tivity and forecasting

for the supply chain.”

“There is currently no
system evaluated in Aus-
tralia for chicken shed
monitoring.

“Practically on farm,
this technology will allow
growers to monitor flocks
around the clock.

“Growers will also be
able to estimate the weight
of their chickens through-
out the shed and identify
if they are on target or not.

“This information could
then be provided to pro-
cessors to assist in fore-
casting,” Mr Hebblewhite
said.

Dr McCarthy has al-
ready considered the type
of commercial partners
to take the technology to
market, and said a big at-
traction is its potential for
use in industries other than
poultry.

“A technology provider
working in poultry or agri-
culture with sensing equip-
ment or cameras in their
product range could port
the developed video analy-
sis software onto their pre-
ferred camera hardware
and develop a graphical
user interface to present
video analysis results to

the farmer,” Dr McCarthy
said.

“This has been tested on
broiler chickens, but the
image analysis software
could be re-parameterised
or re-trained for layer
flocks, to account for dif-
ferences in the physical na-
ture of layer versus broiler
strains.

“A commercial partner
with interests in livestock
could use the same hard-
ware and adapt the algo-
rithms to detect attributes
like beef cattle weights
and condition scores.

“A lot more processing
ability and detailed infor-
mation can be extracted
from the same type of
camera hardware, it would
just need to be validated in
additional trials.”

In the push for a competi-
tive advantage in animal
welfare, fast food chain
McDonald’s is actively re-
searching camera technol-
ogies in the US and Europe
to monitor broiler flocks,
using different approaches
to the USQ technology.
Judy Kennedy
This article was first pub-
lished on growag.com.au

Dr Cheryl McCarthy was part of the research team
that developed the novel video analysis software to
better detect growth and welfare indicators of poultry
flocks and enhance on-farm decision making.

The family owned farming enterprise occupies a total area
of 4.63 hectares and produces eggs for a vast area throughout

central Queensland.

The opportunity to acquire a locally owned and supported business

of this calibre is rare.
Key features include:

e The largest major egg production farm in central Queensland
e Secure and private location close to Rockhampton

Smalls Trading Co poultry egg farm for sale

ELDERS Real Estate Rockhampton has been instructed by the
Smalls Trading Co to offer the poultry egg farm Country Fresh Eggs,
located near Rockhampton, for sale by private treaty.

— population over 80,000

e Produces and sells 25,000 dozen eggs per week
e Accommodating over 66,000 birds in full production, with

growth potential

* Numerous storage silos

e Extensive list of loyal customers

e Established supply of fresh eggs to Rockhampton and the central

Queensland region

e Retail and wholesale market

e Past 12 years figures show outstanding returns of 15.5% net on

capital outlay.

Genuine sale, owners are moving towards retirement.
Private inspections only.

For all enquiries, contact:

Jess Cunningham on 0456 957 261 or jess.cunningham@elders.com.au
Virgil Kenny on 0427 334 100 or virgil.kenny@elders.com.au

- Real Estate
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Pouitry comes clean with Aussie Pumps

ONE Australian pump
company appreciates the
challenges that poultry
farmers face on a daily
basis.

Producing a top-quality
product, in line with the
stringent health and hy-
giene standards, is a con-
stant battle.

Aussie Pumps, Austral-
ia’s major manufacturers of
high-pressure water blast-
ers, have been working
with a variety of farmers
for the past 20 years to de-
velop products that are par-
ticularly suitable for these
applications.

The company started
with 3000psi machines, of-
ten engine drive but more
recently electric drive, with
the ability to handle hot
water up to 60C.

Many of those machines
are still working in farms
and sheds around Australia
and doing a great job every
day.

As the company pro-
gressed and learned to
understand the trials and
tribulations of the produc-
ers, they realised that big-
ger machines with more
capability, were necessary.

The current generation of
machines is far different
to those early production
units that were in their day
considered to be state of
the art.

Aussie’s Scud series —
power with style

When Aussie Pumps
launched the unique, occu-
pational health and safety
designed, Scud machine,
the standard product was

already a 4000psi engine-
powered pressure cleaner.

Driven by either a Honda
petrol engine or Yanmar
diesel, the Scud with its
stainless-steel frame and
four big steel wheels with
flat free tyres, was a natural
for any farm clean up.

The 4000psi capability
meant it could move efflu-
ent fast, creating huge time
savings for growers.

Bigger models, up to
20lpm, quickly followed,
with that combination of
pressure and a 20lpm flow,
the job got done faster.

Aussie Pumps product
manager Greg Tkacz said:
“What customers liked
about the product was the
ease of operation.”

The Scud design was
quickly registered and is

Aussie Pumps unique Scud design combines high pressure and high flow to make

clean-up easy!

quite unique in the world of
pressure washer machines.

The stainless-steel frame
means no rust or corrosion,
while the ergonomic design
eliminates ‘sharps’.

The design also makes
the machine highly mobile
— it is easy to push around
and turn because of its per-
fect balance.

The Aussie Scuds are now
available up to 5000psi and
with larger flows as well.
Hot water too

The idea of using hot
water or even steam for
cleaning and sterilising
capabilities at the same
time as pressure washing
was appealing to some
farmers.

Killing potential viral
germs in any intense ani-
mal husbandry application
was considered vital.

In  response, Aus-
sie Pumps developed a
4000psi steam cleaner, de-
livering a 151pm flow.

It moves waste fast.

Steam operated over 90C,
the cleaner is super effec-
tive for sanitising sheds.

Aussie Pumps work hard
to design and bring to the
market machines that are
not only cost competitive
but built in Australia.

“The whole idea is to
learn from our customers
and to ask them what they
need,” Mr Tkacz said.

“Our ultimate desire is to
give them something bet-
ter than they could have
imagined.”

Further information, in-
cluding Aussie Pumps new
comprehensive catalogue
‘Blaster Blitz 6’ featur-
ing pressure-cleaning ma-
chines and accessories, is
readily available from aus-
siepumps.com.au -

Ingham’s high safety standards has enabled it to remain an essential ser-
vice and keep operating throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

Ingham’s paid vaccination leave

THROUGHOUT the
COVID-19 pandemic,
Ingham’s has focussed
on keeping its people
safe.

In an industry first, In-
gham’s is now extending
its health and wellbeing
benefits to include a new
vaccination leave policy
to cover its people across
Australia and New Zea-
land and to increase ac-
cessibility to COVID-19
vaccinations.

Ingham’s chief execu-
tive officer and manag-
ing director Andrew
Reeves said, “Ingham’s
has worked hard to take
care of its people through
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, and I am proud that
we're having ongoing
conversations to ensure
this continues to be our
number one priority.”

“In this latest initiative,
we decided it was impor-
tant to support our peo-
ple and their work-life
balance, which means
they can take paid time
during their work day

and at a time that makes
it more convenient and
accessible to them than
what it might be on a
weekend or out of work
hours.”

Since the COVID-19
pandemic emerged, In-
gham’s has prioritised
its support for people’s
safety.

This has included:

e Establishing an inci-
dent management team
to coordinate company-
wide actions and consul-
tation with governments,
health agencies, custom-
ers and unions to ensure
safety standards are met

* Providing additional
paid pandemic leave
benefits to enable staff
— including casuals — to
stay home, get tested and
stay safe without finan-
cial burden

e Reconfiguring la-
bour-intense operations
to enable physical dis-
tancing by installing
guarding and imple-
menting enhanced per-
sonal protective equip-

ment and high standards
of hygiene practices

e Providing direction
on car-pooling to ensure
safe travel to and from
work

* Building temporary
on-site facilities such as
lunchrooms to accom-
modate physical distanc-
ing during breaks

e Separating shifts to
reduce the number of
people at any one time
on sites

Increasing communi-
cation and consultation
with employees, includ-
ing frequent updates on
how to stop the spread of
COVID-19 via an inter-
nal communications app,
Workplace.

Ingham’s high safety
standards has enabled
it to remain an essential
service and keep operat-
ing throughout the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, with
job security for its people
and nourishing consum-
ers with fresh, convenient
and affordable food that
is always good. %+

SUPAGAS

YES WE CAN!

Supagas can design and install
LPG vessels to suit each
individual farm.

* Dedicated team to customise your g
supply needs.

* Delivery capabilities range from
6 tonne tankers to 64 tonne B-doubles.

* Very competitive gas rates.

FREE DELIVERY

(L

to most areas

supagas.com.au
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IN  Australia, meat
chickens are not kept in
cages and both male and
female chicks are raised
to produce meat.

Most meat chickens are
housed in large sheds —
‘barn raised’ — with some
also having daytime ac-
cess to the outdoors —
‘free range’ — once they
are fully feathered.

Traditionally, chickens
have been raised in bar-
ren environments without
the opportunity to express
natural behaviours, such
as perching, foraging and
dust bathing.

As chickens — even free
range birds — will spend
the majority of their lives
inside, it is important they
have a good indoor en-
vironment with perches,
good quality litter and in-
teresting objects to peck
at.

Typically, chickens are
kept in dim light for 23
hours a day to discourage
movement and increase
food intake to promote
weight gain.

This can lead to eye-
sight issues and poor leg
strength.

Poor quality and damp
litter can also cause hock,
breast and foot burns.

The popularity of
chicken as a diet staple
for many Australians has
meant that meat chickens
have been bred over many
generations to grow and
gain weight very quickly.

This rapid growth rate,
coupled with inadequate
shed environments, can
cause serious welfare
problems for the birds, in-
cluding leg injuries, frac-
tures and joint problems.

The RSPCA believes
meat chickens should be
raised in environments
that cater to their physi-
cal and behavioural needs
and give them a good life.

Housing environments
for meat chickens should
include perching, litter
for dustbathing and for-
aging and enrichment in
the form of objects and
materials to peck at and
play with.

Meat chickens should
also be provided with ap-
propriate lighting, equiva-
lent to natural light, with
periods of both light and
dark, so that the birds can
rest properly.

In the short term, pro-
viding a shed environment
in which birds are encour-
aged to move helps allevi-
ate the health impacts of
their fast growth rates.

However, in the medium
to long term, the RSP-
CA believes the industry
must shift towards slow-
er-growing meat chicken
breeds to avoid the leg
weakness and other disor-
ders associated with fast
growth rate.

Through the RSPCA
Approved Farming
Scheme, the RSPCA
works closely with grow-
ers committed to raising
chickens to higher animal
welfare standards.

Since releasing its first
animal welfare standards
for meat chickens in 2010,
more than 2.5 billion
chickens have benefitted

Farms are visited regularly by an RSPCA assessor to ensure good animal welfare.

Photo: RSPCA

from better conditions on
farm.

Today, 78 percent of
Australia’s chicken meat
has been farmed to the
RSPCA’s standards.

This is arguably one of
the biggest improvements
for farm animal welfare
that Australia has seen
and was encouraged by
demand from consumers.

To help improve the wel-
fare of farmed chicken,
the RSPCA actively en-
gages in the Australian
Animal Welfare Stand-
ards and Guidelines for
Poultry farming process-
es, to advocate for the
improvement of chicken
welfare.

Look for the RSPCA
Approved logo on chicken
in the supermarket and
when dining out.

The RSPCA Approved
logo means the chicken
meat has come from a
farm where birds are
raised according to the
RSPCA’s detailed animal
welfare standards.

These standards include:

* Good indoor environ-
ments — because even
free range chickens spend
most of their time indoors

* Space and good light-
ing, encouraging chickens
to be active

e The chickens can
perch to rest and keep
their bones and muscles
strong

* The birds can enjoy a
dry litter floor covering,
to scratch and dust bathe.

Farms are visited regu-
larly by an RSPCA asses-
sor to ensure good animal
welfare.

More information can be
found at rspcaapproved.
org.au "7

Enhanced poultry farm biosecurity

ON July 31 last year,
birds tested positive
for avian influenza on
a Golden Plains free
range egg farm.

Over the following four
weeks, a further five
farms in Golden Plains,
East Gippsland and Gan-
nawarra Shire tested
positive.

In total, three strains
of avian influenza were
found on six Victorian
poultry farms, infect-
ing three bird species
— three egg farms with
highly pathogenic H7N7
avian influenza, two
turkey farms with low
pathogenic H5N2 avian
influenza and one emu
farm diagnosed with low
pathogenic H7N6 avian
influenza.

One of the farms,
Longview Emu Farm
near Kerang, was the last
to test positive on August
25 and lost 5100 birds as
a result.

After learning valuable

lessons, the farm intro-
duced enhanced biosecu-
rity methods to prevent
future outbreaks, includ-
ing the use of footbaths,
separate vehicles for dif-
ferent areas on the prop-
erty and building a new
facility for chick rearing.

Benefiting from the bi-
osecurity lessons learnt
during last year’s avian
influenza outbreak — the
largest experienced in
Australia — Victorian
poultry are avian in-
fluenza free thanks to
the combined efforts of
stakeholders, community
and emergency response
teams.

With the potential
to decimate the indus-
try, and the prospect of
transmission to humans,
the outbreak was quickly
controlled.

The Victorian Minister
for Agriculture Mary-
Anne Thomas said, “The
response of farmers,
businesses, local com-

Victorian poultry are avian influenza free thanks
to the combined efforts of stakeholders, com-
munity and emergency response teams. Photo:

Henrique S Ruzzon

munities, scientists and
emergency personnel to
the outbreak was sen-
sational — it meant we
could eradicate avian
influenza from poultry
flocks in Victoria.”

“We must remain vigi-
lant to minimise the risk
of emergency animal
and plant diseases in
Victoria and protect our
agriculture and environ-
ment from the impacts of
pests and diseases,” Ms
Thomas said.

Australia was declared
free from avian influen-
za on February 26, 2021,
with about 1400 obser-
vational visits and 2700
surveillance texts initi-
ated to achieve the status.

To minimise the risk
of additional birds testing
positive in the Golden
Plains Shire, a ‘housing
order’ was introduced as
part of the response — an
Australian first.

The order required all
domestic poultry to be
housed — reducing the
risk of interaction with
wild birds and further
cases developing.

To assess the status of
the avian influenza out-
break, 21,650 samples
were analysed by diag-
nostics and research lab-
oratories at Agriculture
Victoria’s bioscience lab-
oratory AgriBio, assisted
by CSIRO’s Australian
Centre for Disease Pre-
paredness.

For more information
on avian influenza in
Victoria, visit agriculture.
vic.gov.au %

YING PRECIOUS TIME

Easy-to-operate, no shutting off pans individually

Big Dutchman

v o — ==

the feedpans now come with a CENTRAL one-handle shut off/on
mechanism; with just one PUSH or PULL a row of feedpans can be
opened or closed. Easy to operate and saves time.

STOCKYARD

INDUSTRIES

For more information, please contact Stockyard Industries
Steven Clohesy (Southern Region): 0427 733 141

Joe Oliveira (Northern Region): 0437 322 446
www.stockyardindustries.com
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Litter amendments can be an option to reduce ammonia levels in sheds with
reused litter. However, managing ventilation and minimising litter moisture are the
leading ways to reduce the ammonia levels in meat chicken sheds.

These products take a different amount of time to activate in the litter and it is best
to apply them before chicks are placed.

LITTER amendments
are commonly used
overseas to control the
ammonia concentration
in meat chicken sheds,
particularly when reusing
litter.

Litter amendments can
also provide antimicrobial
and environmental bene-
fits and increase the nutri-
ent value of spent litter.

While litter reuse is not
currently widely practiced
in Australia, the increas-
ing cost of litter is mak-
ing litter reuse and litter
amendment products more
attractive.

For farms that reuse litter
or are considering reus-
ing litter, this explains the
benefits and challenges of
using litter amendments,
how different types of
amendments work and
other strategies to control
ammonia.

Always check the prod-
uct label and manufactur-
ers recommendations and
consult with your integra-
tor company or veterinar-
ian before using new prod-
ucts in poultry sheds.
Litter amendment ben-
efits

e Lower ammonia emis-
sions with fewer associ-
ated risks

e Lower operating costs
when combined with litter
reuse, compared to new
bedding

* Lower costs associated
with heating during brood-
ing when combined with
litter reuse

e Lower counts of dis-
ease, virus and food safe-
ty-related pathogens

e Higher nitrogen con-

tent and fertiliser value of
spent litter.

Litter amendment chal-
lenges

* Chemical exposure
when not applied appro-
priately — wrong timing or
uneven application

* Requirement for longer
downtime between grow-
outs when combined with
reused litter

e Litter reuse combined
with litter amendments re-
quires additional prepara-
tion of bedding compared
with full litter clean-outs
and using new bedding.
Litter types

There are different types
of litter amendments,
which work in different
ways to reduce ammonia.

They all interfere with
the normal process of how
ammonia forms in litter.

The types of amend-
ments are:

e Acidifiers

* Adsorbents

e Inhibitors

* Biological products.
Acidifying agents

Acidifying agents are
the main type of products
used.

These products work
by making the litter more
acidic (pH below seven),
which reduces the amount
of ammonia gas produced.

Reducing the amount
of nitrogen converted to
ammonia, results in more
nitrogen retained in the
litter as ammonium salts,
potentially increasing the
fertiliser value of the spent
litter.

The most common acidi-
fiers used in poultry farms
are dry acids and include

sodium bisulfate, ammoni-
um sulfate (alum) and fer-
ric sulfate (iron III sulfate).
These products take a
different amount of time
to activate in the litter and
it is best to apply them
before chicks are placed.
Reapplication may be re-
quired depending on the

product.
Always check the manu-
facturers recommenda-

tions prior to use.
Adsorbents, inhibitors
and biological products

Adsorbent litter amend-
ments work by binding the
ammonia to the surface of
the litter, which reduces
the amount of ammonia
released into the air.

Several naturally occur-
ring products, such as clay
and peat might be effective
at adsorbing ammonia, but
research has shown mixed
results.

Using adsorbents can al-
so be expensive due to the
large amount of material
required.

Inhibitors could also help
reduce ammonia forma-
tion by restricting micro-
bial activity.

Some have been found
to be marginally effective,
and expensive.

Biological products are
promoted as ‘seeding’ the
litter with beneficial mi-
crobes.

These microbes convert
nitrogen into a more stable
form but may still release
some ammonia soon after
application.

If you're considering this
type of product, any po-
tential short-term release
of ammonia will require

careful planning when
timing product application
so that ammonia is low by
the time chicks are placed.

While adsorbents, in-
hibitors and biological
products have shown some
reduction of ammonia in
trials, more research is
needed to assess their ef-
fectiveness under Austral-
ian conditions.

Other strategies to con-
trol ammonia

Litter amendment prod-
ucts are not the only way
to manage ammonia in
meat chicken sheds.

A common practice in
Australia is brooding on
fresh bedding material,
which reduces ammonia-
related issues during this
time.

Managing litter moisture
levels and utilising ventila-
tion to remove moisture
and ammonia from the
shed is a very effective
method to keep ammonia
levels low.

This involves monitoring
and managing litter, venti-
lation, heating, evaporative
cooling, drinking systems,
and other production and
environmental factors dur-
ing the grow-out period.

This extension project is
funded through the Ag-
riFutures Chicken Meat
Program.

This project supports the
adoption of innovation and
research and development
outcomes for the Austral-
ian chicken meat industry.

For more information,
contact either Mark Dun-
lop at mark.dunlop@daf.
qld.gov.au or visit agrifu-
tures.com.au

AUSTRALIA’S ONLY
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So, which came first?

At BEC Feed Solutions, we provide an
unparalleled range of animal nutrition solutions.
Our expert team designs, sources and creates
solutions to support our customers’ needs and
overcome their challenges.

We believe quality ingredients and
quality nutrition always come first.

~ NUTRITION
NN PERFORMANCE
W
Vo

GRIND YOUR OWN LITTER
WITH THE MIGHTY GIANT

* Hydraulic tilt tub

» Single operator friendly with remote control

* 25F T swivel conveyor

* Grind a straw bale to 20mm in a minute or less

* Built in the US with all parts available and in
stock in Australia.

“There is no machine like it on the market. It will grind bales as
fast as you can load them!”

Contact Leigh Byron 0418 425 485
or leigh@valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

www.valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au
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Your Agriculture Company Regional Sales Representatives

- " Peter Lutterschmidt Da_mien Kelly (Vic) Jua'n Diaz (Vic)
THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the Salea Manager -GS Protein _ & _ Tel:0448 275 114 Tel:0429 125448

Australia and New Zealand Tina Grech (SA) Shane Nicholson (Qld)

right people for any number of specialist ser- Nutritionist Tel- 0427 200 262
: T . ia Limi Tel: 0407
vices and facilities in the poultry industry. gfg-gfg sst;::\h:gléi:d, Sunshine West Vic 3020, Australia © 1owood (Old Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity
Whatever the job you need to accom- Phone:+61 3 9313 thoi t@Fax:+61 393126279 Mobile:+61 429 653 315 Bruce Locdkwood (Qld)  Tel: 0407 764 850
- - il: rp.com
pI|Sh, here,s a group Of bus'ness cards Email: Peter.Lutterschmidt@agcocorp.co 1800 649 231

www.gsiag.com.au www.gsiasia.net

Alltech Lienert Australia
8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, South Australia
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that guarantee you the best available.

NATIONAL

Aussie Pumps Poultry Package

. 2“1 3" & 4"
semi trash pumps

NEWSPAPER

: g";‘ iron. Advertise

«  Self-priming . José Borsotti

- 150 9001 your business 0419 620 310
+  Big flows card here Eddie Pecotich

0437 408 961

Fabian Barcelo
0447 444 674

«  Great prices for Australian
Poultry Industries members

Aussie Pumps 92,8865 3500

aussiepumps.com.au

call 07 3286 1833

poultrynews.com.au * ben@collins.media

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

NATIONAL

FEED SOLUTIONS Pty Ltd

Brad Tresidder

Managing Director

Luke Chrzanowski

Associate Direct i
ssociate Director Kym Miller 0439 066 054

Kate Parry 0448 340 619
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

0488 282 424 | + 61390217707
brad@tresidders.com.au

0432594805 | +61390217703

TRES'DDER www.tresidders.com.au TRES'DDER luke@tresidders.com.au

INSURANCE BROKERS

INSURANCE BROKERS www.tresidders.com.au Phone: 02 9609 7922

Fax: 029609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Technical svstems A“stralia m an R@ Michael Bigeni

Director
INNOVATIONS
Scorty MiLLer & Robertson Place
DIRECTOR Jamisontown NSW 2750
Global-Mark.com.au® P I\
PO Box 30, Donnybrook QLD 4510 Garry Grant atar er
86 Beerburrum-Donnybrook Rd, Donnybrook ry T - (02) 9898 1800 P: 02 47325520
General Manager M - 0410 529 852 M : 0410 663 005
Phone: (07) 5429 2028 E - ggrant@hydrolnnovations.com.au € : michael@patarkercom.au

Mobile: 0424 413 484
Email: scotty@tsa.tech
Web: www.tsa.tech

Hydrolnnovations.com.au www.patarkercom.au

Aus 5Pac

Greg Heeney
Country Manager
Key Account Manager David Sinclair gheeney@zinpro.com
O i M O 1800946776
AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd. perations anager M 61428162193
Unit 1,84-92 Barnes Street Bulk Feed Transport and Silo Aeration F 1800839796
Tamworth NSW 2340
Mobile +61 (0) 429 127 599 Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057 Australia
Tel +612 67627708 Freecall: 1800 242 699 PO Box 1105 pE#"o‘g\#f#ég
david@customvac.com.a
Fax +612 6762 7709 oo Wagga Wagga NSW 2650 TOGETHER

Email nathan@auspacingredients.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

Come clean with Aussie

+ Australia’s No 1

pressure cleaner manufacturer
« 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi
« Engine & electric drive

Mark Bennett 0427 627 774
Branko Karaconji bvm 0448 055 159
Veterinarian

Steven Black 0437 627 000
Ronnie O’Rorke 0419 648 433

+ Big Berty triplex pumps

+  OHaS friendly stainless
steel frames

* Aussie quallty Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd

Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138

PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128

ussie [\umm gﬁsﬁgfmspfcsoggu T.1800 814 883 F: 028876 0444 W: www.zoetis.com.au

Craig McCann B E c Natalie Schwerin B E c Peter Cransberg B E c
N

« Great prices for Australian Poultry Industries members

NATIONAL KEY
RELATIONSHIP MANAGER \ \ TECHNICAL MANAGER \‘\ SALES REPRESENTATIVE \\~
W\ W\ W\ o
N +61439 862788 NN N
+61488 025 555 LY N +61439 605 339 N

+617 3723 9810

n.schwerin@becfeed.com.au p.cransberg@becfeed.com.au

c.mccann@becfeed.com.au
becfeedsolutions.com.au

becfeedsolutions.com.au

becfeedsolutions.com.au
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REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH ...

MEANICOVETS I 00TIC0VELS
BT EIZAFCONTOLICUTIAINS
SHErMalRADI0CKOUnnNUS:
POUIYSatesdIlS
S001ICELICOVETS!

Phone 1300 059 003 PO LYTEX

Email info@polytex.net.au
Web  www.polytex.net.au TARPAULINS

hod
b

LALLEMAND ng%ﬂﬁ
ANIMAL NUTRITION SUCCESS

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151 | aleary@lallemand.com

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388 | nlister@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419005 511 | aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

T +61 89430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)
PO Box 749 South Fremantle
Western Australia 6162

Roel Lising DVM PhD
Technical, Sales & Marketing Manager

M: +61 400 428 130
E: roel@treidlia.com.au

Tréidlia

BioVet’

Solving Problems in Animal Health

Specialty Vaccines
Biotechnology Products
Diagnostic Services
Research and Development
Contract Manufacturing
www.treidlia.com.au

ENENENENEN

Unit 76 Powers Business Park

Mobile: 0427 733 141

Email: steven@stockyardindustries.com

54 King Street, Clifton
Queensland, Australia 4361
Telephone: 07 4697 3344

www.stockyardindustries.com Facsimile: 07 4697 3532

Better outcomes through advanced systems

45 Powers Rd Seven Hills NSW 2147

THE UNIVERSITY OF

SYDNEY

Associate Professor Peter Groves svsc MANZCVS PhD
Director Poultry Research Foundation

Faculty of Science

The University of Sydney- Camden Campus

N138 JL Shute Building CO1

425 Werombi Road, Brownlow Hill NSW 2570 Australia

+61 293511612 +61 293511693 (fax) +61 418 118 005
peter.groves@sydney.edu.au
sydney.edu.au

Come clean with steam
+  Hot Wash & Steam
Cleaners to 130°C
« 4,000 psi
e 240v & 415v
+ Stainless steel covers
« Loads of features
«  Aussie quality

» Great
A

ussie Pumps

prices for Australian Poultry Industries members

02 8865 3500

aussiepumps.com.au

Animal Nutrition and Health
Asia Pacific

office: +02 9844 5700 (AU)
0800 536 466 (NZ)

mobile: +64 274 872524
trina.parker@kemin.com

Trina Parker

Country President
Kemin Australia & NZ

Phone: 1300 815 888
(+61) 07 3281 3200

Fax: 1300 816 888
(+61) 07 3281 8295

enquiries@santrev.com.au

_—7 [%\
SANTREV

THE POULTRY HOUSE CONSTRUCTION SPECIALISTS

PO Box 995, Ipswich
Queensland Australia 4305

www.santrev.com

The Chicken Grower’s Choice
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BIGGER & BETTER!

NATURA Step

the all NEW, innovative
NATURA Step-XL has all

the benefits of the Natura

XL

L o 1)
PSS | ) S S ———

Step but BIGGER, BETTER
and more VERSATILE.

To find out more, please contact Big Dutchman Australia

Steve Cadwaller: +64 2152 5942 | Mike McNaught: +64 2189 3333 |

Eduardo Bernardi: +614 5264 8813

Tel: +61 (7) 4596 6165 (Office) | Email: jonathan@bigdutchman.com

Il NATURA Step (ORIGINAL)
- barn, free-range, organic egg
g production system.
LARGER

Big Dutchman.

www.bigdutchman.asia
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GRAIN &

Aincco PROTEIN

Your Agriculture Company

BUY THE SUPER-SAVER
225XL HEATER AND PARTS
DIRECT TO SUPER SAVE.

Now you can buy the best heater in the market, along with any parts, at the best
possible price direct from the manufacturer, AGCO Grain & Protein.

Hired-Hand heaters have been the trusted market leader in climate control systems
within poultry operations for over 40 years.

The Super-Saver 225XL is known as the most efficient, rugged, best performing and
trouble-free heaters in Australia. They are AGA Certified plus feature direct spark ignition,
and at 225,000 BTU the Super-Saver can meet the needs of any agricultural operation.

WIN A SUPER-SAVER
225XL HEATER.

2 §1,490" . ..

Thanks to AGCO Grain & Protein you could win
yourself the best poultry heater on the market by
entering your details at www.hiredhand.com.au

The heater prize package is valued at $1,490* so don’t
delay and enter today. Winning a Super-Saver 225XL
heater means you’ll be able to maintain consistent
temperature control and optimal growing conditions
in your poultry house.

*Please see the website www.hiredhand.com.au for full competition terms and conditions. HlRE D'HAN DE

CONTACT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN
FOR ALL YOUR POULTRY EQUIPMENT NEEDS.

P: (03) 9313 0313 With distribution warehouses found in
E: ANZpoultryequipment@agcocorp.com Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth we can
W: agcograinandprotein.com.au quickly and easily deliver to your farm.
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