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New precision poultry facility  
and Poultry Hub programs
POULTRY Hub Aus-
tralia is proud to an-
nounce the opening 
of a new high-tech re-
search facility at the 
University of New 
England. 

This facility is the 
first of its kind and was 
made possible with the 
financial help of both 
PHA and Feedworks. 

The poultry facility is 
fitted out with a pre-
cision feeding robot, 
affectionately named 
“Dorothy”, able to de-
liver precision diets that 
can be specifically tai-
lored for every day of a 
broiler’s life cycle. 

This high-tech ap-
proach is currently be-
ing evaluated through a 
number of research tri-
als that have been fund-
ed by PHA. 

We look forward to 
sharing the results of 
these trials, once the sci-
entific evaluations are 
complete. 

The facility also hosts 
an automatic drinker 
line that enables water 
intake measurements – 
a fantastic tool that can 
be used in conjunction 
with Dorothy to un-
derstand exactly what 
chickens are eating and 
drinking. 

These types of rela-

tionships between re-
search institutions and 
industry are essential to 
facilitate impact-driven 
research that can be 
adopted by the sector. 

We are excited to have 
Feedworks, which is 
extremely supportive of 
research, as an industry 
partner. 

We look forward to 
future collaborations 
and facilitating addi-
tional services that will 
benefit both researchers 
and industry across the 
country. 

To find out more about 
the impact and ration-
ale for this fantastic 
partnership, check out 
our video at the PHA 
website poultryhub.org/
new-precision-poultry-
facility

We have recently 
opened our second call 
for research funding.

We look forward to re-

ceiving applications that 
are targeted, scientifi-
cally sound and will ul-
timately have impact for 
our wonderful industry. 

In addition, we have 
opened a number of 
other funding opportu-
nities in research train-

ing and undergraduate 
programs. 

For further details on 
PHA programs head to 
our website poultryhub.
org/pha-program

Finally, we will soon be 
opening registrations for 
a workshop titled “Meet 
the Media” – an oppor-
tunity for discussion with 
journalists from televi-
sion, radio and newspa-
per, moderated by Sci-
ence in Public. 

Find out what makes 
poultry science news, 
and how to ensure your 
message is reported ac-
curately. 

If you are interested, 
contact us at poultry 
hub@une.edu.au 

New Precision Poultry Facility located at the 
University of New England in Armidale, NSW. Dorothy the precision feed robot.

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

ACCC Inquiry into 
farmer treatment
THE Nationals have re-
cently secured an his-
toric inquiry by the Aus-
tralian Competition and 
Consumer Commission 
into the domestic fresh 
food and dairy supply 
chain, from the farm gate 
through to the retailer, 
including examining the 
treatment of farmers in 
the marketplace.  

Minister for Agriculture 
and Deputy Leader of 
the Nationals David Lit-
tleproud said the govern-
ment had secured a three-
month ACCC independ-
ent inquiry into the sup-
ply chain for fresh foods 
such as meat – beef, lamb, 
pork, chicken – eggs, sea-
food, fruit and vegetables.

Critically, this inquiry 
will examine whether the 
new Dairy Code should 
be extended across the en-
tire domestic supply chain 
to include retailers.  

“The Nationals fought 
hard to deliver this impor-
tant inquiry in response to 
long-held concerns about 
bargaining imbalances 
that currently exist and 
the misuse, and in some 
cases the abuse, of this 
power by some sections 
of the fresh food supply 
chain. 

“Australian farmers take 
considerable risks and 
work incredibly hard to 
grow the fresh and afford-
able food we all take for 
granted. 

“But there are concerns 
that once farm produce 
is harvested or processed 
and sent off to market, 
producers have little bar-
gaining power and are at 
the mercy of the power-
ful supermarkets when it 
comes to the price they 
are paid. 

“Unfortunately, not 
all interactions between 
farmers and the major su-
permarkets are conducted 
fairly and in good faith, 
and there are bargaining 
imbalances and other seri-
ous issues that need to be 
looked at. 

“We saw this in 2019 
when Coles had to pay 
over $5 million to Norco 
dairy farmers after it was 
found it had not passed on 
the full amount of a milk 
price rise, despite claim-
ing to do so in a market-
ing campaign,” Minister 
Littleproud said.  

This inquiry will pro-
vide Australian farmers 
across all food producing 
sectors with an opportu-
nity to submit evidence, 

raise concerns and share 
their own experiences in 
the domestic marketplace. 

“I strongly encourage 
farmers and other busi-
nesses across the supply 
chain to take this oppor-
tunity, while it’s available, 
and contribute to this im-
portant inquiry. 

“We want to ensure we 
have the right policies in 
place – but to do that, we 
need industry to speak up 
and tell us what’s really 
going on. 

“Importantly, the ACCC 
has guaranteed that the in-
quiry will accept confiden-
tial submissions, so farm-
ers can provide evidence of 
harmful practices without 
fear of punishment and 
retribution by major super-
markets. 

“This inquiry is not de-
signed to regulate food 
prices. 

“Instead, it will identify 
problems and recommend 
policy options – including a 
possible all-encompassing 
Agricultural Code – if ap-
propriate,” Minister Little-
proud said.

The ACCC commenced 
its inquiry on August 31 
and will report to the gov-
ernment by November 30, 
2020. 
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How to supply event details: Send all 
details to National Poultry Newspaper, PO 
Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178, call 07 3286 
1833 or email: design@collins.media

All producers are encouraged  
to send in letters to be published in  

NPN, outlining any concerns  
or issues they may have with  

the industry. 

This is an open forum where you  
can cover any topic, whether for  

or against an issue.

Please send your letters to:  
editorial@collins.media or  

PO Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178

HAVE YOUR SAY!

2020

NOV 4-5 – Poultry Xpo, Stratford, 

Canada www.poultryxpo.ca

2021

FEB 9-10 – Australian Poultry Science 

Symposium, University of Sydney, 

NSW www.apss2021.com.au

APR 11-13 – Poultry Information 

Exchange/Australasian Milling 

Conference (PIX/AMC), Gold Coast, 

QLD www.pixamc.com.au

JUN 21-23 – European Symposium on 

the Quality of Poultry Meat and XIX 

European Symposium on the Quality 

of Eggs and Egg Products, Krakow, 

Poland www.eggmeat2021.com

AUG 8-12 – World Poultry Congress, 

Paris, France www.wpcparis2020.com

AUG 16-18 – World Poultry Science 

Association (WPSA) – Cambridge UK 

www.wpsa2020.org
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Safely protect your feedstuffs and animal populations from Salmonella contamination with Sal CURB™ and FormaXOL™.

Kemin delivers technical expertise and support, laboratory testing services, application engineering 
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become a key part of your comprehensive pathogen control program.
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Disease - a disorder of structure or function?
A NUMBER of key ele-
ments influence our lives 
– health, family, social, 
financial, business, civic 
and spiritual. 

The impacts of disease 
in 2020 seem to have 
infiltrated every area of 
our lives and affected 
each of the elements, and 
most would agree that 
there is little balance in 
our lives given the re-
ality we have all been 
confronted with.

Also impactful is avian 
influenza.

This virus has had an 
effect on the egg-layer in-
dustry as well as on tur-
key, emu and – our close 
industry partner – chicken 
meat sectors, and these 
along with the egg indus-
try have been providing 
funding to avian influenza 
responses.

Avian influenza, New-
castle disease and infec-
tious bursal disease (hy-
pervirulent form) are in-
cluded in the Emergency 
Animal Response Disease 
Agreement. 

Though salmonella enter-
itidis is not. 

NSW and Queensland are 
the only states that current-
ly have mandatory testing 
for salmonella enteritidis.

Salmonella enteritidis 
is not currently a catego-
rised emergency animal 
disease under the Emer-
gency Animal Disease 
Response Agreement.

On four occasions – 
2003, 2017, 2018 and 2019 
– there have been discus-
sions around SE being 
categorised as an emer-
gency animal disease in 
the EADRA. 

Each time proposals 
have been brought for-
ward, they have been re-
jected because they do 
not meet the definition 
of an emergency animal 
disease.

It is difficult to argue 
that SE is not endemic in 
Australia, and the reason 
it cannot be categorised as 
an EAD?

It does not meet the 

criteria outlined in the 
EADRA. 

SE occurs sporadically 
as a food borne illness in 
people in Australia. 

Cases may be acquired 
overseas, and while SE 
is the second most com-
mon serovar in Australia 
behind salmonella typh-
imurium, it is the major 
serovar in many other 
countries and is predomi-
nate in Southeast Asia.

The following from the 
EADRA outlines the cri-
teria for an EAD. 

“Emergency Animal 
Disease or EAD is a dis-
ease that has met one 
or more of the following 
criteria:

(a) It is a known dis-
ease that does not occur 
in endemic form in Aus-
tralia, including without 

limitation the diseases 
listed in Parts 1.2 to 1.5 
inclusive of Schedule 3, 
and for which it is con-
sidered to be in the na-
tional interest to be free 
of the disease.

(b) It is a variant form 
of an endemic disease, 
which is itself not endem-
ic, caused by a strain or 
type of the agent, which 
can be distinguished by 
appropriate diagnostic 
methods, and which if 
established in Australia, 
would have a national 
impact.

(c) It is a serious in-
fectious disease of un-
known or uncertain 
cause, which may on the 
evidence available at the 
time, be an entirely new 
disease, or one not listed 
in the categorised dis-
ease list set out in Parts 
1.2 to 1.5 inclusive of 
Schedule 3.

(d) It is a known en-
demic disease, but is oc-
curring in such a fulmi-
nant outbreak form (far 
beyond the severity ex-
pected), that an emergen-
cy response is required 
to ensure that there is 
not either a large-scale 
epidemic of national sig-
nificance or serious loss 

of market access.”
Supporting documents 

relating to salmonella 
enteritidis, such as the 
Salmonella Enteritidis 
Response Plan, can be 
found at the Australian 
Eggs website.

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia visited a number 
of states in 2019, bring-
ing together agriculture, 
health and food author-
ity officials to discuss SE 
plans and to gain an un-
derstanding of the direc-
tion each state was taking 
in relation to SE issues. 

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia look forward to the 
release of a national SE 
response plan, to focus 
on the management of SE 
across the nation – given 
the roles and responsibil-
ities of health, agriculture 
and food safety often dif-
fer between jurisdictions. 

Such a plan would en-
sure a consistent national 
response aligning with 
that of the poultry in-
dustry.

I would like to acknowl-
edge the assistance of An-
imal Health Australia in 
providing information for 
the purposes of compiling 
this article. 

by MELINDA HASHIMOTO
CEO

Nominations open for Australian Biosecurity Awards
THE search is on for the 

next round of biosecurity 
champions, with nomina-
tions now open for round 
two of the 2020 Austral-
ian Biosecurity Awards.

Department of Agricul-
ture, Water and the En-
vironment head of bios-
ecurity Andrew Tongue 
said round two included 
new categories that dem-
onstrate the diversity of 
biosecurity and the differ-
ent roles we can all play.

“Australia has faced 
some tough challenges 
this year, but maintaining 
the nation’s biosecurity 
system has remained a 
priority.” 

“Our biosecurity system 
strengthens our country’s 
long-term resilience by 
safeguarding our econo-
my, food sources, unique 
environment and way of 
life.

“It is important to rec-
ognise individuals and 

groups who support our 
biosecurity and are com-
mitted to safeguarding 
Australia from pests and 
diseases.

“We will be presenting 
four new award catego-
ries for round two – En-
vironmental Biosecurity, 
Community, Education 
and the Dr Kim Ritman 
Award for Science and 
Innovation,” Mr Tongue 
said.

The Dr Kim Ritman 

Award for Science and 
Innovation was created in 
honour of Dr Kim Rit-
man’s contributions as 
Australia’s Chief Plant 
Protection Officer.

“The new categories 
recognise a wider range 
of stakeholders and the 
diverse parts of our bi-
osecurity system, as well 
as emphasise the impor-
tance of biosecurity edu-
cation,” Mr Tongue said.

“If you know a group, 

individual or organisation 
that deserves to be recog-
nised for their biosecurity 
work, nominate them to-
day.”

Round two of the ABAs 
will be presented at the 
National Biosecurity Fo-
rum in November.

Nominations close on 
Friday, October 2.

For more information 
and to put in a nomina-
tion, visit agriculture.gov.
au/aba 
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Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

Egg Farmers of Australia 
welcome ACCC Inquiry
ANY efforts to provide 
increased communica-
tion between farmers 
and other stakeholders 
across the supply chain 
are always welcomed. 

Egg Farmers of Aus-
tralia provide regular 
updates to major retail-
ers relating to produc-
tion challenges, and 
look for increased ongo-
ing engagement by re-
tailers in relation to egg 
policy. 

An understanding that 
production costs must 
be reflected in a return 
back to the farm gate is 

important for a sustain-
able industry. 

Our organisation has 
previously written to 
ACCC in relation to in-
creased transparency 
and advocacy in relation 
to egg pricing. 

As a representative 
body, under the Australi-
an Competition and Con-
sumer Act, discussion 
around prices and supply 
contracts with farmers 
would be in breach of 
the legislation, making it 
difficult for representa-
tive bodies to advocate 
on behalf of farmers. 

It is hoped that the in-
quiry considers current 
existing regulatory ar-
rangements, impacts on 
consumers due to sup-
ply chain decisions, and 
the wider impacts for 
industry both domesti-
cally and in order to 
compete in export mar-
kets. 

Such an inquiry should 
be welcomed as an av-
enue to assist the egg in-
dustry remain economi-
cally viable, both in the 
short and long-term, and 
allow increased options 
for farmers. 

Join the NPN email list to receive  
your FREE monthly digital paper!

Sign up at www.poultrynews.com.au

Traceable and accountable 
federal funds shelled out
TRACEABILITY of 
food products is a no 
brainer.

Defined as the ability to 
track any food through all 
stages of production, pro-
cessing and distribution, 
including importation and 
at retail, traceability should 
mean movements can be 
traced one step backwards 
and one step forward at any 
point in the supply chain.

Being able to track food 
through all stages of pro-
duction, processing and 
distribution obviously then 
makes a product recall 
easier and quicker if some-
thing does go wrong.

Noting the above, I was 
interested to learn on Au-
gust 28, via an announce-
ment by Federal Agricul-
ture Minister David Little-
proud, that Australian Eggs 
Limited had been granted 
$325,000, essentially to 
ensure egg farmers adopt 
a consistent approach to 
traceability.

Apparently this Trace-
ability Grants Program 
funding is to be used to 
develop software and edu-
cational material, hopeful-
ly to enhance egg supply 
chain integrity. 

Good news, I think.
I’m thinking further that 

Australian Eggs Limited 
must have hatched a very 
well laid-out proposal.

After all, I’m advised 
they were one of only 16 
successful applicants in the 
Round One funding, which 
attracted 168 applications, 
collectively chasing $90 
million. 

Surprise/surprise, this 
well and truly exceeded 

the $4 million available.
The program’s stated ob-
jectives are:

• Support industry pro-
jects that will enhance our 
agricultural supply chain 
traceability systems. This 
includes developing and 
trialling technologies that 
digitise information flow.

• Provide an advantage 
for our exporters in over-
seas markets that will as-
sist them to maintain their 
competitive edge.

• Increase opportunities 
to export Australian com-
modities.

It seems clear, therefore, 
that the government and 
the industry are hoping ex-
ports of Australian eggs 
can be boosted by having 
superior accountability and 
traceability, as egg exports 
are currently only a very 
small part of the industry.

I understand that in the 
2019 financial year, only 
about $3.4 million worth 
of Australian egg prod-
ucts – shell eggs, egg pulp 
liquid and egg powder – 
were exported, with Hong 
Kong, New Zealand and 
Singapore shelling out the 
majority, at about $2.5 mil-
lion.

By way of comparison, 
in the same year, grocery 

sales of eggs in Australia, 
via major supermarkets, 
was worth $961 million.

In an increasingly fre-
netic free trade world, 
the Federal Government 
clearly views ramping up 
exports of Australian pri-
mary produce as a priority 
and is subsequently keen 
to incentivise to ensure it 
happens, and that it hap-
pens in a controlled, clean, 
traceable environment.

“The project will deliver 
a simple way for farm-
ers to support on farm 
egg accounting, as well 
as provide a mechanism 
for supply chain traceabil-
ity,” Minister Littleproud 
proudly pronounced – be-
fore explaining that a series 
of workshops around the 
country would hopefully 
deliver the goods to farm-
ers, while also educating 
their customers about the 
safety and premium qual-
ity of Australian eggs.

The project is supported 
by the NSW, Queensland 
and Western Austral-
ian state governments and 
Egg Farmers of Australia, 
which has a database of 
450 egg producers accord-
ing to the Minister’s state-
ment. 

Cant Comment  
by  

BRENDON CANT

The more eggs move around, the more important supply chain traceability becomes.
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GRIND YOUR OWN LITTER 
WITH THE MIGHTY GIANT

• Hydraulic tilt tub
• Single operator friendly with remote control
• 25FT swivel conveyor
• Grind a straw bale to 20mm in a minute or less
• Built in the US with all parts available and in 
stock in Australia.
“There is no machine like it on the market. It will grind bales as 

fast as you can load them!” 

Contact Leigh Byron 0418 425 485  
or leigh@valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

www.valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

National Farmers’ Federation 
calls for net carbon zero by 2050
AUSTRALIA’S peak 
farm body has thrown 
its weight behind an 
aspirational economy-
wide target of net car-
bon zero by 2050.

At an online meeting 
in August, members 
of the National Farm-
ers’ Federation voted in 
favour of the landmark 
policy, which includes 
strict caveats regarding 
fair implementation and 
economic viability.

NFF president Fio-
na Simson said the 
strengthening of the Fed-
eration’s climate goals 
was a strong reminder of 

the role farmers already 
played in tackling emis-
sions.

“Australia’s farm sector 
continues to be a leader 
in reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions,” Ms Sim-
son said.

“In the past decade, ag-
riculture has consistently 
reduced its emissions in-
tensity and net emissions 
within the Australian 
economy.

“The red meat sector, 
for example, has a target 
of being carbon neutral 
by 2030 and is already 
making great headway 
on research and new 

technologies that will 
enable the transforma-
tion.”

However, despite pro-
gress in the farm sector, 
Ms Simson warned the 
goal of NCZ2050 would 
be just an aspiration 
without ongoing innova-
tion and policy support.

“We need to equip 
farmers with far better 
tools for evaluating and 
reporting on individual 
business emissions,” Ms 
Simson said.

“This will require new 
investment in research 
and development, so 
we have more robust 

baseline information, 
new pathways to reduce 
emissions and fewer bar-
riers to participation in 
carbon markets.”

Action on climate 
change is a central part 
of the NFF’s 2030 Road-
map, which sets a vision 
for agriculture to reach 
$100 billion in farm gate 
output by 2030.

“There is a huge poten-
tial for Australia to be 
a global leader in low-
emissions agriculture,” 
Ms Simson said.

To view the NFF’s cli-
mate change policy, visit 
nff.org.au 

Traceability project answers 
chicken and egg questions
EGG supply chain integ-
rity is being enhanced 
through an Australian 
Government-backed pro-
ject that supports farm-
ers to adopt a consistent 
approach to traceability.

Minister for Agriculture 
David Littleproud said 
Australian Eggs Lim-
ited is using $325,200 in 
Traceability Grants Pro-
gram funding to develop 
a software tool and educa-
tional material.

“The project will deliver 
a simple way for farm-
ers to support on farm 
egg accounting as well as 
provide a mechanism for 
supply chain traceability.

“A series of workshops 
in every state and territory 
will guide farmers in the 
use of the tool and explain 
the benefits enhanced 
traceability has for them 
and the industry.

“These workshops will 
also provide communica-
tion materials to farmers 
to help educate their cus-
tomers about the safety 
and premium quality of 
Aussie eggs.

“It’s important all links 
in the egg supply chain 
are aware of the critical 
relationship traceability 
has with consumer trust 
and market opportunities.

“Eggs are a regular part 
of the diet for millions of 
Australians, and we con-
sume about 17.2 million 
of them every day.

“In a global market 
where premium food 
commands a premium 
price, trust is our great-
est asset,” Minister Lit-
tleproud said.

A trade-level communi-
cations strategy will iden-
tify key influencers inside 
retailers, food distributors, 
food service and food 

manufacturing and test key 
messages with them.

Australian Eggs’ man-
aging director Rowan Mc-
Monnies said egg farmers 
recognise that traceability 
delivers consistently high 
food safety and product 
integrity outcomes.

“This project will en-
hance our traceability 
systems and enable the in-
dustry to meet its promise 
to Australian egg consum-
ers,” Mr McMonnies said.

The program supports 
projects that enhance our 
agricultural supply chain 
traceability systems in-
cluding technologies that 
digitise information flow. 

The Traceability Grants 
Program will invest $7m 
in grants over two rounds 
until June 2023.

For more information 
on the Traceability Grants 
Program, visit agriculture.
gov.au 
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    Specifically developed for use within poultry sheds, for the 
control of litter beetles and a range of flying and crawling insects

    High performance residual insecticide offering rapid knockdown
    Low dose formulation provides the flexibility of a clean-out and 

maintenance application rate

For more information on Fendona Plus 60 SC, 
visit crop-solutions.basf.com.au or contact your local 
CCD Representative on 1300 791 009
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New requirements to house poultry 
IN order to control the 
spread of avian influenza 
within the designated 
Restricted and Control 
Areas, Victoria’s Chief 
Veterinary Officer issued 
a Housing of Livestock 
clause for 30 days from 
August 7, 2020, legally 
requiring all poultry 
owners – even those with 
only two or three chick-
ens or birds – to keep 
their birds housed. 

The new legislation 
states that any owner or 
person in charge of poul-
try must ensure: 

• All poultry are kept 
in a building or enclosure 
separate from wild birds 
and wild or domesticated 
animals 

• Any dead poultry are 
not left where they may 
be accessible to wild birds 
and wild or domesticated 
animals

• Any dead poultry 
which had experienced 
clinical signs consistent 
with AI prior to death 
must immediately be re-
ported to Agriculture Vic-
toria on 1800 675 888

• Feed and water for all 
poultry must not be ac-
cessible to wild birds and 
wild or domesticated ani-
mals

• The entry of wild birds 
and wild or domesticated 
animals is prevented into 
any building or enclosure 
where poultry are kept

• A disinfectant solution 
such as soapy water, de-
tergent, bleach or chlorine 
– appropriate for destroy-
ing AI virus – must be 
made available for use and 
be used by any person 

before entering a build-
ing or enclosure used for 
poultry.
What is a Housing of 
Livestock clause? 

A Housing of Livestock 
clause is a requirement 
for all poultry owners 
within the Restricted and 
Control Areas to house 
their flock for an initial 
period of 30 days. 

The Housing of Live-
stock is a temporary 
requirement designed 
to minimise the risk of 
poultry and captive birds 
from becoming infected 
with AI. 

This is a precaution-
ary measure that applies 
to both commercial and 
backyard poultry owners. 

This means that you 
must, where possible, 
move birds into a suitable 
building, such as a shed 
or outbuilding adapted 
to house them, or a new 
temporary structure. 

Place netting over open-
ings to stop wild birds 
getting in and remove any 
hazardous substances. 

Where housing is not 
practicable, steps should 
be taken to separate poul-
try and their food and 
drink from wild birds 
that may be carrying AI, 
by using netting or simi-
lar. 
Why was the housing 
order issued? 

Housing poultry and 
birds is an effective 
method of minimising 
direct contact with wild 
birds, which can be a vec-
tor for AI. 

The requirement will 
reduce the likelihood that 

more poultry and birds 
will contract AI – how-
ever it will not eliminate 
the risk of spread. 
How long do I need to 
house my poultry? 

The initial housing re-
quirement will remain in 
place for 30 days. 

It will be extended until 
the Chief Veterinary Of-
ficer determines it can be 
safely lifted. 
What do I do if I sus-
pect avian influenza? 

Bird owners should be 
vigilant for signs of dis-
ease especially where 
multiple deaths occur in 
poultry, or if many birds 
are unwell. 

Avian influenza is a no-
tifiable disease. 

Suspicion of infection 
must be reported to Ag-
riculture Victoria on the 
Emergency Animal Dis-
ease hotline 1800 675 
888 or to your local Ag-
riculture Victoria Animal 
Health and Welfare staff. 
How is the virus 
spread? 

Wild birds are consid-
ered the natural host for 
AI. 

Certain water birds act 
as reservoirs of influenza 
viruses by carrying the 
virus in their intestines. 

Infected birds shed the 
virus in saliva, nasal se-
cretions and faeces. 

The exposure of wild 
water birds to domestic 
birds – particularly poul-
try – or to their feed and 
water supply, can lead 
to the emergence of AI, 
and it is not unusual to 
have ‘spill over events’ of 
AI take place from wild 

birds into domestic poul-
try flocks. 
What are the symp-
toms? 

Symptoms associated 
with severe forms of the 
infection include sud-
den death, respiratory 
distress, swelling of the 
head, purple discoloura-
tion of the comb and 
wattles, coughing, sneez-
ing or rasping breathing, 
rapid drop in feed intake, 
water intake and egg pro-
duction and typical sick 
bird signs such as ruf-
fled feathers, depression, 
closed eyes, diarrhea and 
occasionally nervous 
signs. 

Symptoms of the mild 
form of the disease in-
clude respiratory distress, 
coughing, sneezing or 
rasping breathing, rapid 
decrease in feed or wa-
ter intake and egg pro-
duction and typical sick 
bird signs including ruf-
fled feathers, depression, 
closed eyes and deaths 
of up to 15 percent of the 
flock. 
How do I protect my 
birds from AI? 

Implement good bi-
osecurity measures to 
prevent wild birds from 
gaining access to the 
same food and water sup-
plies as your poultry. 

This may include: 
• Preventing domesticat-

ed poultry from accessing 
open ponds, lakes, creeks 
or other watercourses 

• Purchasing poultry 
and birds, litter and feed 
from accredited sources  

• Quarantining new 
birds until comfortable 

they are disease-free  
• Separating poultry and 

their food and drink from 
wild birds, by using net-
ting or similar

• Storing litter and feed 
securely to avoid contami-
nation by wild birds  

• Practicing good hy-
giene at all times  

• Not permitting visitors 
to areas where poultry are 
kept  

• Maintaining facilities 
such as poultry sheds to 
ensure safe and hygienic 
containment. 

Water supplied to poul-
try should not originate 
from sources where wild 
birds frequent. 

The following water 
sources are less likely to 
be contaminated: 

• Treated chlorinated 
mains water

• Bore water that has 
been tested and is suitable 
quality for poultry – poul-
try have a low tolerance to 
saline water.  
Restricted area and 
control area maps 

Access up-to-date maps 
of the Restricted Area 
and Control Area at ag 
riculture.vic.gov.au/bios 
ecurity/animal-diseases/
poultry-diseases/avian-
influenza-bird-flu 
Where can I get more 
information? 

More information on 
AI and the Golden Plains 
situation is available on 
the Agriculture Victo-
ria website agriculture.
vic.gov.au/biosecurity/
animal-diseases/poultry-
diseases/avian-influenza-
bird-flu 

Information from Agri-
culture Victoria. 

AI Victoria update
AGRICULTURE Vic-
toria has confirmed 
avian influenza H7N7 
has been detected at 
an additional egg farm 
in the Golden Plains 
Shire, and avian influ-
enza H7N6 has been 
detected at an emu 
farm near Kerang in 
the Gannawarra Shire. 

AI H5N2 was detected 
in poultry at a property 
in Lethbridge, and an-
other near Bairnsdale. 

A total of six farms 
have been affected by 
AI since the first farm 
detection on July 31, 
2020.

On rare occasions, 
H7N7 avian influenza 
has been known to in-
fect and cause disease 
in humans who have 
had close contact with 
infected poultry. 

AI viruses can be clas-
sified into two forms 
based on the severity of 
the disease they cause in 
poultry:

• Low-pathogenic AI 
(LPAI)

• Highly pathogenic 
AI (HPAI).

Most AI strains are 
classified as LPAI and 
cause few clinical signs 
in infected birds.

In contrast, HPAI 
causes a severe and ex-
tremely contagious ill-
ness and death among 
infected birds, with a 
high mortality rate of up 
to 100 percent in domes-
tic chickens and turkeys.

In some cases, if LPAI 
is allowed to circulate in 
poultry populations, the 
virus can mutate into the 

highly pathogenic form. 
This is why the pres-

ence of an H5 or H7 vi-
rus in poultry is always 
cause for concern, even 
when the initial signs of 
infection are mild.

Agriculture Victoria 
has ensured that move-
ment controls are in 
place and the affected 
properties have been 
quarantined. 

These controls prohibit 
the movement of birds, 
equipment and products 
within and out of the 
restricted area until fur-
ther notice.

Staff and other persons 
who may have been ex-
posed to infected poul-
try are being contacted 
by the Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices, and provided with 
relevant information to 
monitor their health and 
seek medical assistance 
if they develop symp-
toms.

Only people who come 
into close contact with 
infected birds, their se-
cretions or are close con-
tacts of confirmed cases 
are considered at risk.

Most people who are 
infected with H7N7 
show no symptoms, 
mild conjunctivitis or 
flu-like illness. 

Spread from humans 
to humans has been doc-
umented mostly in close 
contacts of confirmed 
cases. 

No human cases of AI 
H5N2 or H7N6 have 
ever been reported. 

http://www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au/
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Technical Systems Australia
   Tel: 07 5429 2028
     Mobile: 0424 413 484

scotty@tsa.tech
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      www.tsa.tech

Aussie Pumps increases production of drain jetters in response to demand from industries converting to high-
pressure water jetting.

Visit our website to view the  
current edition as a digital flip book  

or to download a PDF.

www.poultrynews.com.au

Clean-up better with a jetter
CHICKEN sheds with 
issues of blocked pipes 
and drains often rely on 
local plumbers to clear 
those chokes. 

Unfortunately many 
plumbers are still clearing 
drains using old mechani-
cal methods, which are 
dangerous, slow and inef-
fective. 

What’s more, using old 
methods means the longer 
the job takes, the more 
expensive it is.

Aussie Pumps sales 
manager Brad Farrugia 
said: “We’re out to edu-
cate poultry producers 
and processors that jet-
ters are a fast and effec-

tive alternative to clearing 
drains.”

“For example, some 
producers are now buy-
ing their own jetter equip-
ment, so they can take 
control of the issue rather 
than relying on external 
help when they have a 
blocked pipe.” 

Drains can easily be-
come blocked when efflu-
ent, feed and debris are 
washed into them. 

Aussie Pumps’ range 
of drain-cleaning jetters 
with high-pressure wa-
ter jets unblock drains in 
minutes. 

These not only clear 
blockages but flush pipes 

at the same time. 
The jetters are available 

in both 4000 and 5000 psi 
options as Class A ma-
chines, which means that 
operators do not need to 
be certified to use them.  

The range uses Honda 
and Vanguard petrol en-
gines, with diesel-drive 
versions for remote com-
munities.

Each unit is fitted with a 
heavy-duty steel reel with 
60m of Aussie Pumps’ 
high-pressure sewer 
cleaning hose. 

An ‘Aussie nozzle box’ 
is supplied as part of the 
kit to tackle virtually any 
drain-cleaning task.  

The nozzle selection in-
cludes a turbo mulcher for 
stubborn chokes.

“The bonus for poultry 
operators is that a drain-
cleaning jetter can also 
double as an extremely 
effective pressure washer 
too,” Mr Farrugia said.

“So, you’re getting two 
machines for the price of 
one.”

Further information on 
Aussie Pumps’ Cobra 
range of drain-cleaning 
jetters is available from 
aussiepumps.com.au and 
Aussie Pumps’ gold dis-
tributors in Australia and 
throughout the South Pa-
cific. 

www.ausagservices.com.au
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For More Information on Anpario’s Natural Solutions, 
visit www.anpario.com/australasia

      www.anpario.com            02 9477 7944            australia@anpario.com 

Other products available from Anpario:

Anpro
Nature’s Answer from Anpario  

Anpro

Complete Feed Security.

pHorce A
Triple Action Acid Based Eubiotic 

Anpro
Natural & Effective Toxin Management

pHorce
Nature’s Answer from Anpario 

A

Anti-bacterial.
Anti-viral.
Anti-fungal.

Naturally more 
profitable.

Maintains a diverse and well-populated gut 
microbiome

Supports peak performance and optimal egg 
production

Maintains persistence of lay

Optimises feed efficiency

Supports coccidiosis management 
programmes

A consistently high quality, 100% natural, 
oregano essential oil feed additive

OREGO-STIM
Nature’s Answer from Anpario 



Page 10 – National Poultry Newspaper, September 2020 www.poultrynews.com.au

Tel: 07 5429 2028
  Fax: 07 5429 2038     
    Mobile: 0424 413 484

scotty@tsa.tech
   reception@tsa.tech
      www.tsa.tech

Technical Systems Australia or TSA is a leading Australian company 
dedicated to the supply, installation and service of agricultural 
equipment to Australian, New Zealand and Pacific markets for 
poultry (boilers and breeders), layer (free range and barn layer), 
quail (broiler and breeders), duck (broiler, breeder and layers), 
turkey (breeder and production), pig, agricultural, farming,  
aquaculture, horticulture and brewing industries plus many more.
• We pride ourselves on customer service and after sales support 
• 86 years combined industry experience
•  Full consulting, supply, shipping, installation, manufacturing, 

service and repairs
• Repair and maintenance on all equipment and spare parts  
• Onsite service and breakdown.

TSA proudly 
represents Agrotop 

sheds, the world 
leader in livestock 
turnkey packages 
and design in the  
region. We offer a 
free quote on all 

turnkey projects. We 
design each shed 
to the customer’s 
needs. Finance 

options available.

Orego-Stim trial results.

Anpario Orego-Stim 
trial summary
OREGO-STIM is a high 
quality, plant based eu-
biotic, containing 100 
percent natural oregano 
essential oil.

Eimeria is ubiquitous in 
the environment and there 
is no cross protection be-
tween eimeria.

Traditionally coccidiosis 
control has been via the 
use of chemicals, iono-
phores and vaccines.

The global cost of coc-
cidiosis, including drug 
related treatment, is esti-
mated to be $2-3 billion 
annually. 

A study was conducted 
at Southern Poultry Re-

search Inc in Georgia in 
the US. 

Birds – Cobb 500 – were 
reared from 0-42 days in 
floorpens on reused litter 
(see Table 1 for details). 

On Day 0, all birds were 
spray-vaccinated in the 
hatchery with a commer-
cial coccidiosis vaccine 
– Coccivac-B, Merck Ani-
mal Health USA. 

On Day 21, five birds 
per pen were transferred 

to cages, challenged with 
eimeria1 and six days later 
euthanised for lesion scor-
ing. 

A positive control of cage-
reared, naive, coccidia-free 
birds were included to con-
firm an eimeria challenge. 

Weight gain over the 
challenge period was de-
termined. 
Summary

Orego-Stim did not 
interfere with the devel-

opment of immunity to 
eimeria following antico-
ccidial vaccination as 
shown by lesion scoring 
following coccidial chal-
lenge.

Orego-Stim adminis-
tered in water lessened 
the intestinal damage 
from coccidia leading to 
increased weight gain and 
lower lesion scores dur-
ing challenge compared to 
Robenidine treatment. 

ALIS Chirpy Sensor measures bird distress calls.

Cutting-edge technology to 
transform chick welfare 
NEW research has 
emerged from the Uni-
versity of Plymouth 
in the UK, highlight-
ing that listening to the 
sounds of newly hatched 
chicks is cornerstone in 
the early detection of 
welfare. 

The study found that 
in nature, when a chick 
is uncomfortable or dis-
tressed, they call out a 
distinct distress call to 
their mother. 

While this is mimicked 
in a commercial farming 
situation, it’s hard to pin-

point where the issues lie 
due to large batch num-
bers. 

Listening to your newly 
hatched chicks will be-
come a very powerful 
tool to improve well-be-
ing from the beginning 
of their life. 

It could predict flock-
level behaviour, future 
growth and even mortal-
ity rates. 

With welfare needs 
central to progress in 
precision livestock farm-
ing, we are introducing 
the ALIS Chripy Sensor 

– a vocalisation sensor 
that measures bird dis-
tress calls. 

It functions with a sen-
sor cord extending down 
from the ALIS unit to 
slightly above bird 
height. 

The sensor is located in 
the perspex probe at the 
bottom of the cable. 

The bird calls are then 
converted via an algo-
rithm into a known value 
of 0-10 for scoring the 
birds level of stress. 

With increasing con-
sumer awareness about 

food provenance, welfare 
and the environment, the 
new ALIS sensors will 
correlate important pro-
duction and welfare pa-
rameters. 

These sensors conveni-
ently clip onto our ALIS 
lighting systems, which 
eliminates any retrofit-
ting costs. 

For more information 
please visit our website 
stockyardindustries.com/
poultry-lighting-sensors 
or contact one of our 
friendly sales representa-
tives on 07 4697 3344. 

www.aussiepumps.com.au
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The perfect  
production partnership

At SBA, we know the perfect egg begins with a quality layer. That’s why we’ve 
spent over 50 years ensuring our customers benefit from a dependable supply of 
genetically superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old chicks and point-of-lay pullets.

As the largest specialist supplier to Australia’s egg farms, we continue to invest in 
the world’s most technically advanced breeding facilities – and offer on the ground 
husbandry and technical advice so you can continuously improve productivity, feed 
conversion and egg quality.

At SBA, quality is just part of our DNA.

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU
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www.specialisedbreeders.com.au
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AGRICULTURE Victo-
ria has now completed 
work on depopulating 
the four poultry farms 
confirmed to have avian 
influenza in the Golden 
Plains Shire and East 

Gippsland areas.
Victoria’s Chief Veteri-

nary Officer Dr Graeme 
Cooke said, “We’re urg-
ing everyone to remain 
vigilant and be alert to the 
presence of sick or dead 

birds, either in backyard 
hens or flocks, and in wild 
birds.” 

“Avian influenza is pre-
sent in our wild birds and 
environment, so it can oc-
casionally spill into our 

domestic bird popula-
tions. 

“It is crucial we identify 
these cases quickly, so we 
can stop it spreading.

“Report sick or dead 
birds anywhere in the 
state to the 24-hour Emer-
gency Animal Disease 
Watch Hotline on 1800 
675 888 to help eradicate 
avian influenza.”

A strain of highly path-
ogenic avian influenza 
H7N7 virus was first de-
tected at a free range egg 
farm near Lethbridge on 
July 31, with a second af-
fected farm confirmed to 
have the virus on Thurs-
day August 6. 

Turkey farms in the 
Golden Plains Shire and 
at Bairnsdale were found 
to have the low pathogen-
ic strain H5N2 of avian 
influenza on August 10.

“With no live birds re-
maining on the infected 
properties, work is now 
underway to thoroughly 
decontaminate the sites to 
ensure we eliminate all 
remnants of the virus,” Dr 
Cooke said.

Movement of domestic 
birds, bird products and 
equipment into, out of or 
within the Restricted and 
Control Areas spanning 
all of the Golden Plains 
Shire and the specified 
area near Bairnsdale, is 
not allowed without a 
permit from Agriculture 
Victoria.

“These controls will re-

main in place until we are 
confident the disease has 
not spread further and has 
been eradicated.

“This includes controls 
on buying, selling or mov-
ing eggs, manure and 
chickens, whether on the 
side of the road, from your 
property, your local store, 
online such as through 
Gumtree or Facebook or 
at markets.

“Purchases of eggs and 
chicken meat from retail 
food outlets and super-
markets are not restrict-
ed,” Dr Cooke said.

In addition, a housing or-
der is in place for Golden 
Plains Shire requiring all 
bird owners – pet, back-
yard and commercial – in 
the area to house or keep 
their birds in an enclosure 
for a minimum of 30 days 
from August 7.

The Department of 
Health and Human Servic-
es has confirmed the H7N7 
and H5N2 strains of avian 
influenza are not a risk to 
the public as they rarely 
affect humans unless there 
is direct and close contact 
with sick birds.

There are no food safety 
issues identified – prop-
erly cooked chicken meat 
and eggs are safe to eat.

More information, in-
cluding applications for 
permits, is available on 
the Agriculture Victoria 
website at agriculture.vic.
gov.au/avianflu or call 03 
4334 2715. 

AI work progresses but  threat remains

A quality solution for wastewater pumping
WHEN engineers go 
‘shopping’ for a waste-
water pump, they are of-
ten confronted with the 
dilemma of choosing the 
best product or the one 
they would rather pay for. 

If they are looking for 
the best quality wastewa-
ter pump, they will gener-
ally look no further than 
a Gorman-Rupp self-prim-
ing heavy-duty trash pump 
from Hydro Innovations. 

These pumps are rugged, 
reliable, can be mounted at 
surface level and often per-
form unnoticed in plants for 
decades.

The alternative is to go 
for a smaller, faster-run-

ning pump that claims to be 
‘super heavy-duty’ or simi-
lar to promote the pump’s 
supposed effectiveness 
on meat-processing plant 
wastewater. 

But when a pump is less 
than half the weight of the 
market leader and needs to 
run twice as fast to deliver 
the same performance, 
alarm bells should start 
ringing. 

Ear tags, pieces of hoof 
and bits of baling twine 
are not going to be kind 
on these fast running, so-
called, “semi-trash” pumps.

And it’s not only heavier 
construction that engineers 
look for. 

They are also after fea-
tures that enable operators 
to safely maintain their 
pumps over decades of use. 

The following are pump 
features engineers may in-
clude on their checklist:

• A wear plate that can 
be replaced without dis-
connecting the pump 
from piping or driver

• An impeller that can 
pass a full 76mm solid

• A self-cleaning wear 
plate that enables units to 
handle stringy materials 
such as rags, wipes and 
baling twine

• Parts available in 
hardened iron materials – 
twice as hard as cast iron 

or 316 stainless steel – to 
resist the effects of sand 
and grit in pumped ef-
fluent

• A suction flap valve 
that can be inspected or 
replaced without discon-
necting suction piping

• A burst disc in the flap 
valve to vent excess pres-
sure back to the wet well 
if the pump inadvertantly 
runs against a closed head 
– protecting operator and 
machine. 

• Double lip seals to 
protect pump bearings in 
case of a seal failure.

When engineers look for 
the complete package in 
their pump purchase and 

look for a pump tailored to 
meet their needs, a US de-
signed, built and pre-tested 
pump from Gorman-Rupp 
will prove to be a reliable 
investment, and not a risk. 

Eighteenth century phi-
losopher John Ruskin said 
it best: “There is hardly 
anything in the world that 
some men cannot make a 
little worse and sell a lit-
tle cheaper, and the people 
who consider price only are 
this man’s lawful prey.”

For more information on 
Gorman-Rupp pumps, call 
02 9898 1800, email info@
hydroinnovations.com.au 
or visit hydroinnovations.
com.au 

Disinfectants for avian influenza virus
AVIAN influenza is a 
highly infectious dis-
ease affecting many 
bird species including 
pet and farmed chick-
ens and can result in 
significant deaths on 
poultry farms. 

Following good bios-
ecurity and hygiene prac-
tices are essential to pro-
tecting poultry and people 
from avian influenza. 

Wild birds can carry 
avian influenza without 
showing any signs. 

Biosecurity practices 
should be focused on 
separating wild birds 
from domestic birds, and 
good hygiene measures 
taken as people move 
between different flocks. 

Cleaning and disinfec-
tion are important parts 
of biosecurity. 

To be effective against 
AI virus, the following 
two-step process is rec-
ommended. 

First, clean poul-
try housing, boots and 
equipment thoroughly 
to remove any organic 
matter such as soil, mud 
and faeces, using water 
– preferably hot – and 
detergent. 

Second, apply a 
chemical disinfectant 
to cleaned surfaces and 
leave it on for the re-
quired contact time to 
destroy the virus. 

Contact times will vary 
between chemicals and 
different surfaces, that is 
porous surfaces such as 
wood versus non-porous 
surfaces such as metal. 
Disinfectants for AI 

Avian influenza virus 
is a Category A lipid 
enveloped virus, and it is 
stable over a pH range of 
5.0-8.2. 

The following options 
will be effective in de-
stroying AI virus on sur-
faces: 

• Soapy water and 

detergent will strip the 
fatty envelope and kill 
the virus

• Acid and alkaline 
chemicals

• Disinfectants, includ-
ing bleach, chlorine and 
citric acid.

Whichever product you 
choose to use must be 
used as directed by the 
manufacturer. 

Remember, chemicals 
may be toxic to poultry 
and other animals, even 
in very small doses. 

Care should be taken 
to determine the safety 
of disinfectants prior to 
using them near poultry, 
and they should always 
be stored well away from 
poultry houses. 

If using a footbath at 
the entrance of a poultry 
enclosure, place it out-
side the enclosure and 
in an area where other 
animals including pets 
cannot access and drink 
from it.  

Decontamination 
If vehicles, livestock 

trucks and trailers, ani-
mal yards and equip-
ment need to be decon-
taminated, the following 
two-step cleaning and 
disinfection process 
should also be used. 

First, remove all visible 
organic matter such as 
faeces, urine, dirt, mud 
and such by washing the 
surface with water under 
pressure. 

When using a cleaning 
agent or detergent, follow 
the manufacturer’s in-
structions – in particular 
the right concentration of 
cleaning produce for the 
amount of soiling and or-
ganic matter present. 

Also, follow personal 
protective equipment 
recommendations of the 
manufacturer. 

Second, apply an ef-
fective disinfectant as 
directed by the manu-
facturer. 

It is wise to ensure that 
the disinfectant being 
used will not damage the 
product being cleaned 
and is not corrosive at 
the dilution rate being 
used. 

Follow all the safety 
recommendations of the 
manufacturer. 
Further advice 

For advice on chemi-
cals effective against 
AI virus and their safe 
use around poultry, 
contact your veteri-
narian or the product 
manufacturer. 
Where can I get more 
information? 

More information 
on AI and the Golden 
Plains situation is avail-
able on the Agriculture 
Victoria website agri 
culture.vic.gov.au/biose 
curity/animal-diseases/
poultry-diseases/avian-
influenza-bird-flu 

Information from Agri-
culture Victoria. 

Kym 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006 
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293 
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products,

Delivered on time,

At competitive pricing,

Supported by the best

available technical service in

animal and livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
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Alltech Lienert Australia  
8 Roseworthy Rd | Roseworthy 5371 | SA | Australia

Tel: 1 800 649 231
alltechaustralia@alltech.com

NUTRITION PROGRAM

INTRODUCING THE NEWINTRODUCING THE NEW  
Blueprint Chick Starter 

Crumble for Layers
Both genetics and management practices have been rapidly advancing in 

agriculture over the past 10 years.

The Blueprint® Nutrition Program is that next step in nutritional evolution. 

Call your local Alltech Lienert representative to find out more!

Five steps to move 
your animals’ nutrition 
at the pace of genetics.

Formulation Recommendation
Issue 

Assessment MeasurementReport

alltechlienert.com.au Alltech Lienert

www.alltechlienert.com.au
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the right 
people for any number of specialist services 
and facilities in the poultry industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accomplish, 
here’s a group of business cards that 
guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

Lawrie Coutts
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SYSTEMS
AUSTRALIA

Scotty Miller
DIRECTOR

PO BOX 30, Donnybrook QLD 4510 AUSTRALIA
86 Berrburrum-Donnybrook Road, Donnybrook

PHONE: 07 5429 2028 INT: +61 7 5429 2028
MOBILE: 0424 413 484 FAX: 07 5429 2038
EMAIL: scotty@tsa.tech WEB: www.tsa.tech

PTY
LTD

Juan Diaz (Vic)
Tel: 0429 125 448

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850
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Damien Kelly (Vic) 
Tel: 0448 273 114

Michael Pretorius (NSW) 
Tel: 0409 600 377 

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Tina Grech - Nutritionist (SA) 
Tel: 0407 608 179

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293

Kate Parry 0448 340 619

Tim Smith
Technical Service Manager – NSW
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timsmith@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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Dieter Karlin
Technical Service Manager – QLD/WA
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Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159

Veterinarian

Steven Black  0437 627 000

Ronnie O’Rorke  0419 648 433
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Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
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Brendon Cant
Managing Director
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M +61 417 930 536
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Principal and Managing Director
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Dr Ray Johnson
Principal and Managing Director
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www.mightybulk.com.au

Mark Hawes
BScNano(Hons), MBA
National Sales Manager  
Bulk Storage Division

12 Keith Campbell Court
Scoresby Vic 3179
+61 (03) 9702 4855
Facsimile: (03) 9702 4865
0447 852 211
mhawes@lgpm.com.au

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH …

Phone  1300 059 003 
Email  info@polytex.net.au 
Web  www.polytex.net.au

•  Fan covers •  Door covers  
•  Brooder/air control curtains 
•  Thermal & blockout blinds  
•  Poultry shade sails 
•  Cool cell covers
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Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.

Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12

28 Freshwater Place
Southbank VIC 3006

Mobile +61 457 104 105
Fax +61 3 8855 6511

leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

Matt Henry
Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.com
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Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

Associate Professor Peter Groves BVSc MANZCVS PhD
Director Poultry Research Foundation

Faculty of Science
The University of Sydney - Camden Campus
N138 JL Shute Building C01
425 Werombi Road, Brownlow Hill NSW 2570 Australia

+61 2 9351 1612   +61 2 9351 1693 (fax)   +61 418 118 005
peter.groves@sydney.edu.au
sydney.edu.au

R & E SHEDS
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Bringelly NSW 2556
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Etienne Mifsud
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Better outcomes through advanced systems
www.stockyardindustries.com

Steven Clohesy
Mobile: 0427 733 141
Email: steven@stockyardindustries.com

Tin Phung 
Mobile: 0400 075 193
Email: tin@stockyardindustries.com

54 King Street, Clifton
Queensland, Australia 4361
Telephone: 07 4697 3344
Facsimile: 07 4697 3532

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR
SUCCESS

Alex Turney 
Managing Director, AUS, NZ, RSA & IDN
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

Dr Tom Harrison BVSc

Business Manager - Swine & Poultry

27-33 Piper Lane East Bendigo Victoria 3550 

PO Box 2388 Bendigo DC 3554 
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E: tom.harrison@apiam.com.au

Philippines bans 
Australian poultry 
imports due to AI
RECENTLY the 
Philippines’s poultry 
industry has tempo-
rarily banned the im-
portation of domestic 
and wild birds and 
their products from 
Australia, after the 
presence of the high-
ly pathogenic H7N7 
avian influenza virus 
was detected at an 
egg farm.

Australia, which ac-
counts for less than one 
percent of the Philip-
pines’ poultry imports, 
has confirmed the out-
break at the egg farm 
in Victoria.

The ban covers 
poultry meat, day old 
chicks, eggs and se-
men the Department of 
Agriculture said in its 
August 14 order.

Avian influenza can 
infect humans, though 
there is limited evi-
dence of human-to-
human transmission, 
according to health 
experts. 

Human infections 
are primarily acquired 
through direct contact 
with infected animals 
or contaminated envi-
ronments.

Agriculture Secre-
tary William Dar said 
all incoming ship-

ments from Australia 
with import clearance 
issued on or before Au-
gust 6 will be allowed 
entry. 

“This is provided the 
birds were slaughtered 
or processed on or be-
fore July 3, or 21 days 
prior to the outbreak,” 
Mr Dar said.

The Philippines has 
seen its own outbreaks 
of avian influenza, 
with the latest involv-
ing the highly infec-
tious H5N6 subtype of 
the virus detected at an 
egg farm in San Luis 
town in Pampanga 
Province in July.

The Southeast Asian 
country also declared 
a temporary ban on 
Brazilian poultry 
meat products, after 
two cities in China 
found traces of the 
new coronavirus in 
cargoes of imported 
frozen food, including 
chicken wings from 
the South American 
country. 

Brazil has the world’s 
second worst COV-
ID-19 outbreak after 
the US, recording more 
than 3.4 million cases 
and deaths of close to 
110,000 since the pan-
demic began. 

Bird flu outbreak confirmed in Victoria
AN additional egg farm 
near Melbourne has 
tested positive to avian 
influenza, prompting 
the state’s agriculture 
department to order all 
commercial free range 
egg farms in the area 
to house their flocks in-
doors for 30 days.

It comes soon after the 
bird flu outbreak was 
identified at another free 
range egg farm in Leth-
bridge.

That farm was placed 
under quarantine, had 
birds destroyed and had 
a restricted buffer zone 
established around it.

It was the eighth highly 
pathogenic avian influ-
enza outbreak on an Aus-
tralian poultry farm in 
the past 44 years.

Consumers are being 
told there are no food 
safety issues, and prop-
erly cooked chicken meat 
and eggs are safe to eat.

But experts say the out-
break is a reminder to 
all bird owners, includ-
ing people with backyard 
chickens, of the impor-
tance of good biosecurity.

An initial notification 
from the World Organi-
sation for Animal Health 
advised the first farm 
identified in the outbreak 
had two separate sheds, 
and all 21,750 birds in 
one shed were affected.

But before you panic, 
Victoria’s Department of 
Health and Human Ser-
vices believes the H7N7 
avian influenza virus, 

which is the strain de-
tected on both Lethbridge 
properties, is not a risk to 
the public.

The DHHS said: “On 
rare occasions, this strain 
of avian influenza has 
been known to infect and 
cause disease in humans 
who have had close con-
tact with infected poul-
try.”

“Only people who come 
into close contact with 
infected birds or their se-
cretions, or are close con-
tacts of confirmed cases, 
are considered at risk.”

All workers and bios-
ecurity officers at the af-
fected properties will be 
wearing personal protec-
tive equipment.

Both properties will 
remain under quarantine 
without birds until it is 
safe for them to restock.

Victorian Farmers Fed-
eration egg group presi-
dent Brian Ahmed said 
the carriers of the virus 
were “more than likely 
wild birds.”

An associate professor 
of veterinary epidemi-
ology and public health 
from the Graham Centre 
for Agricultural Innova-
tion at Charles Sturt Uni-
versity Marta Hernan-
dez-Jover said the move 
to more free range egg 
farming had increased 
the risk of avian influ-
enza outbreaks because 
there were more chances 
for farmed animals to in-
teract with wild birds.

She said that of the eight 

highly pathogenic avian 
influenza outbreaks on 
Australian poultry farms 
since 1976, three had oc-
curred in the past eight 
years.

There has also been an 
increase in the number 
of low pathogenic avian 
influenza outbreaks.

“Free range production 
poses a higher risk be-
cause it is more likely 
that the virus can be in-
troduced from wild wa-
terfowl to domestic poul-
try in these types of prop-
erties, when compared to 
conventional indoor poul-
try raising.

“Modelling suggests 
there’s a 6-7 percent in-
crease in the risk of an 
avian influenza outbreak 
in the country for each 25 
percent shift from indoor 
to free range systems,” 
Assoc Prof Hernandez-
Jover said.

Agriculture Victoria 
said all previous out-
breaks had been success-
fully eradicated.

The current controls im-
plemented by Agriculture 
Victoria only apply to 
bird owners in Victoria’s 
Golden Plains Shire, and 
ban the moving of birds, 
related equipment or prod-
ucts without a permit.

A restricted area buff-
er zone has been put in 
place around both infect-
ed farms in Victoria.

Domestic bird and 
backyard chicken own-
ers in Golden Plains are 
also advised to keep their 

flock separate from all 
other birds, and report 
any cases of unexplained 
bird deaths to the Emer-
gency Animal Disease 
Watch Hotline on 1800 
675 888, their local vet or 
Agriculture Victoria ani-
mal health staff.

Victoria’s Chief Ven-
terinary Officer Graeme 
Cooke advised all bird 
owners to practise good 
biosecurity.

“Keep your poultry 
sheds, yards, aviaries and 
equipment clean.

“Restrict contact be-
tween your poultry and 
wild birds and limit visi-
tors to your flock.

“Ensure footwear is 
clean when re-entering 
your property, always 
wash hands before and 
after handling birds or 
eggs, and quarantine new 
birds before integrating 
with existing ones,” Dr 
Cooke said.

Recent research sug-
gested more information 
was needed to ensure bi-
osecurity was better un-
derstood and implement-
ed, particularly among 
smaller, free-range pro-
ducers.

While research identi-
fied larger producers 
with well-developed bi-
osecurity management 
systems in place, it also 
identified the diversity 
of decisions and degrees 
of biosecurity awareness 
at farm level for smaller 
producers, particularly in 
the free range sector.

Agriculture Victoria re-
ports H7N7 is a “highly 
contagious disease that 
predominantly affects 
chickens, ducks, geese, 
turkeys, guinea fowl, quail, 
pheasants and ostriches.”

Signs of the disease in 
birds may include:

• Sudden death
• Birds with difficulty 

breathing, such as cough-
ing, sneezing or rasping

• Swelling and purple 
discolouration of the 
head, comb, wattles and 
neck

• Rapid drop in eating, 
drinking and egg produc-
tion

• Ruffled feathers, dopi-
ness, closed eyes

• Diarrhoea.
Many species of wild 

birds, including water-
fowl and seabirds, can 
also carry the virus.

Most people show no 
symptoms, or have mild 
conjunctivitis or flu-like 
illness if infected with 
AI, according to the 
DHHS.

Humans do not trans-
mit the infection to others 
easily – it appears to take 
close contact with a sick 
person over several days 
before contraction.

But the World Organi-
sation for Animal Health 
reports that while most 
AI viruses do not infect 
humans, several strains 
have caused serious and 
even fatal infections in 
people.
First appeared on abc.
net.au 
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CONTACT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN 
FOR ALL YOUR POULTRY EQUIPMENT NEEDS. 

BUY THE SUPER-SAVER 
225XL HEATER AND PARTS 
DIRECT TO SUPER SAVE.
Now you can buy the best heater on the market, along with any parts, at the best 
possible price direct from the manufacturer, AGCO Grain & Protein.

Hired-Hand heaters have been the trusted market leader in climate control systems 
within poultry operations for over 40 years. 

The Super-Saver 225XL is known as the most efficient, rugged, best performing and  
trouble-free heaters in Australia. They are AGA Certified plus feature direct spark ignition, 
and at 225,000 BTU the Super-Saver can meet the needs of any agricultural operation.

Thanks to AGCO Grain & Protein you could win 
yourself the best poultry heater on the market by 
entering your details at www.hiredhand.com.au 

The heater prize package is valued at $1,490* so don’t 
delay and enter today. Winning a Super-Saver 225XL 
heater means you’ll be able to maintain consistent 
temperature control and optimal growing conditions  
in your poultry house.

*Please see the website www.hiredhand.com.au for full competition terms and conditions.

WIN A SUPER-SAVER 
225XL HEATER.

$1,490*
INCL. GST

PRIZE 
VALUE

P: (03) 9313 0313 
E: ANZpoultryequipment@agcocorp.com 

W: agcograinandprotein.com.au

With distribution warehouses found in  
Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth we can 
quickly and easily deliver to your farm.

www.agcograinandprotein.com.au



