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The new overflooding pan provides 
chicks easy access to feed, reduces 
labour and saves time.

Contact us today to find out how 
these Fluxx 330 Flooding Pans can 
work for you.

FLUXX 330 FLOODING PAN

IT’S been an excit-
ing couple of weeks at 
Poultry Hub Australia.

We have locked in a 
number of key events for 
the year and the entire 
PHA team was able to 
travel to the recent PIX 
AMC 2022 event. 

It was great to see so 
many people from the 
poultry industry on the 
Gold Coast and to chat 
with them about all 
things chickens. 

We were part of the 
trade display, sharing a 
stand with both Austral-
ian Eggs and AgriFutures 
under the banner ‘Chook 
Chat Shack’. 

We also showcased our 
virtual chicken – provid-
ing attendees a chance 
to see inside both a layer 
and a meat chicken. 

The conference was 
fantastic and showcased 
a great mix of speakers 
and panel presentations. 

The opening address 
from Michael McQueen 
was thought-provoking  
– I learnt what smiley-
face emojis mean and 
reflected on the top 
three things that will 
most definitely have an 

impact on our industry. 
These were:
• The acceleration of 

artificial intelligence
• The age of empower-

ment
• The post-millennial 

era. 
These three areas were 

dubbed the ‘new now’ 
and certainly had the au-
dience thinking. 

When asked which one 
I thought would have the 
most impact, I couldn’t 
separate them and came 
to the conclusion that 
they will all have a huge 
effect on the industry. 

I must add that I will 
need to start doing some 
research to make sure I 
am prepared!

The PHA team had the 
pleasure of coordinating 

a young industry delegate 
program at the confer-
ence. 

The program was de-
signed to enable young 
people working in the 
poultry industry to come 
to the conference to learn 
and to make connections. 

Eight delegates from 
across Australia were 
part of the group of young 
people who attended ses-
sions, met with industry 
leaders and enjoyed the 
social functions. 

I had the chance to meet 
all of the delegates and 
was very impressed with 
the passion they had for 
the industry and their 
commitment to seeing 
the sector grow and pros-
per into the future. 

The delegates remarked 

at how great it was to 
meet other young people 
in the industry and also 
to see both the trade dis-
plays and to participate in 
the sector workshops. 

I wish all of the del-
egates well with their ca-
reers and look forward 
to hearing how they pro-
gress over the coming 
years.

Ideas Exchange has 
been booked in for mid-
October in Melbourne. 

We are looking forward 
to catching up with you 
in person finally, to share 

our great achievements 
and also exchange new 
ideas for the future of the 
industry. 

Ideas Exchange is a 
great avenue for industry 
personnel and research-
ers to come together to 
develop relationships and 
collaborations that ben-
efit the entire industry. 

Registration for the 
conference is by invita-
tion only, so if you are 
interested in attending or 
want to find out more, 
contact us at poultry 
hub@une.edu.au 

New now impacts on industry

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

Michael McQueen presenting the opening address at PIX/AMC 2022.

GENERALLY, the chick-
en meat industry differs 
from most other livestock 
industries because the pro-
cessor supplies the chicks, 
feed and medications to 
the grower, and retains 
ownership of the birds at 
all times. 

Growers generally pro-
vide land, sheds, shed fit out 
equipment, labour, water, 
utilities and insurance, and 
the contract specifies the 
methods the grower must 
use to care for the birds.

Some of Australia’s larg-
est chicken meat proces-
sors have agreed to change 
certain terms in their cur-
rent contracts with chicken 
growers, following an inves-
tigation by the Australian 
Competition and Consumer 
Commission into the use of 
unfair contract terms in the 
industry.

In 2020, the ACCC was 
directed by the Austral-
ian Government to conduct 
an inquiry into bargaining 
power imbalances in supply 
chains for perishable agri-
cultural goods in Australia.

The inquiry examined 
trading practices throughout 
supply chains, including the 
relationships between farm-

ers, processors and retailers, 
and the extent to which any 
potential bargaining power 
imbalances in these rela-
tionships adversely impact-
ed the efficient operation of 
these markets. 

The inquiry also exam-
ined the ability of current 
laws and regulations to ad-
dress the harmful effects 
of bargaining power imbal-
ances.

On December 10, 2020, 
the ACCC’s report on this 
inquiry was published.

A court can declare a con-
tractual term to be unfair 
and therefore void and un-
enforceable, but currently 
the law does not provide for 
penalties to be imposed on 
companies that use and rely 
on unfair contract terms in 
agreements with small busi-
nesses or consumers.

On February 9, 2022, the 
Australian Government in-
troduced a bill to enhance 
protections against unfair 
contract terms in the Aus-
tralian Consumer Law.

The ACCC’s investiga-
tion identified a number of 
potentially unfair contract 
terms, including terms that 
allowed processors to vary 

Unfair contract 
terms for chicken 
meat processors

A delegate exploring PHA’s virtual chicken experi-
ence. 
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AS part of the yearly 
public engagement with 
Australians, for the 
fifth consecutive year 
Australian Eggs is ask-
ing the public to take 
part in a large-scale re-
search study to inform 
a national conversation 
about the future of the 
egg industry. 

Australians consume 
over 17 million eggs 

each day, so it’s impor-
tant for the industry and 
egg farmers to under-
stand and respond to the 
community’s opinions on 
the things that matter to 
them. 

The research is being 
conducted by engagement 
science company Voco-
niq, which was spun out 
of Australia’s national 
 

Help shape future 
of egg industry

* continued P2

Photos 
from 

PIX/AMC 
2022
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NSW Farmers will play 
a key role in developing 
a new code of conduct to 
deliver price transparency 
and fair contracts in the 
poultry meat market.

NSW Farmers poultry 
committee chair Peter 
Wojcicki said growers had 
been calling for a code 
of conduct, because pro-
cessors and supermarkets 
continued to dominate the 
supply chain and in turn 
family farmers were miss-
ing out on the ‘fair go’ Aus-
tralia prides itself on. 

The lack of competi-
tion in the processor sec-
tor has meant growers had 
limited bargaining power 
against the processors, with 

many family farmers being 
forced from the industry.

“The poultry meat pro-
cessing space in Australia 
is alarmingly concentrated, 
with just two companies 
responsible for processing 
70 percent of the nation’s 
chicken,” Mr Wojcicki said. 

“Consumers might not 
be aware of the situation 
because of the number of 
brands on the market, but 
many of them are actually 
owned by the same com-
pany.

“With so little compe-
tition in the processing 
space, these big companies 
are basically able to offer 
contracts on a take it or 
leave it basis.”

Mr Wojcicki said poul-
try meat growers needed 
stronger protections 
through a code of conduct 
to make the industry more 
sustainable and beneficial 
for all participants.

“Australian poultry meat 
growers are highly exposed 
to risk,” Mr Wojcicki said.

“They need to make huge 
infrastructure investments 
to raise birds they do not 
actually own, and the con-
tracts offer little security.

“We’ve heard stories 
from growers forced from 
the industry burdened with 
huge debt, and for those 
left growing, lack of choice 
means growers have lit-
tle choice but to sign  

one-sided contracts.
“Sadly, this is an industry 

where there are geographic 
constraints and so few pro-
cessors, that farmers are at 
their mercy.”

The Australian Competi-
tion and Consumer Com-
mission identified the po-
tential for unfair contract 
terms in its 2020 inquiry 
into perishable agricultural 
goods, which was a water-
shed inquiry for agriculture 
and confirmed the likeli-
hood of power imbalances 
in fresh food supply chains. 

“More needs to be done 
to protect poultry meat 
farmers, whose hard work 
is enjoyed by millions of 
Australians every week,” 

Mr Wojcicki said.
“It’s essential we imple-

ment an effective code gov-
erning poultry meat grow-
ers and processors so that 
everyone gets a fair go.” 

Funding to develop the 
code of conduct was grant-
ed by the federal govern-
ment to the National Farm-
ers Federation, with NSW 
Farmers taking the lead 
in engaging with growers, 
processors, supermarkets 
and retailers. 

The Victorian Farmers 
Federation and Australian 
Chicken Growers Council 
will work in conjunction 
with these efforts to deliver 
a national framework for 
the sector. 

HANDING over the 
family farm may be the 
only way to ensure young 
generations can get a foot 
in the poultry industry. 

This is because, if they 
were to start from scratch, 
the capital costs of setting 
up a modern-day egg farm 
could prove prohibitive.

And why cross genera-
tions currently working 
together on the family run 
egg farm should consider 
succession planning.

Recently, Egg Farmers 
of Australia fielded many 
calls from farmers on fam-
ily run egg farms seeking 
direction on where to turn 
for succession advice.

Succession planning 
is a term to describe one 
generation – for example, 
Mum and Dad who are 
verging on retirement – 
committing to a clear plan 
to gradually hand over the 
family farm and business 
operations to a new gener-
ation – their adult children.

It is worrying that too 
few family farms across 
Australia have such a plan.

Legal experts warn that 

it’s best to lay down some 
structure now – because 
after you have ‘expired’ is 
too late.

Having no plan in place 
can lead to two problems.

If the current generation 
of managers do not show 
the next generation – their 
adult children – that they 
value their input and have 
confidence in their ability 
to manage our egg farms 
into the future, then they 
may simply lose interest 
and move on to other ca-
reer opportunities. 

Therefore, we risk los-
ing good young people 
who could otherwise 
have been our future egg  

industry leaders.
The other danger is that 

without a plan, the expec-
tations of all of the family 
members who currently 
work on the farm may not 
be managed appropriately. 

This can lead to all sorts 
of family bitterness and 
conflict between siblings 
and their parents.

The first question to ask 
with regard to succession 
planning is, what would 
happen if the current farm 
principal was unable to 
continue to do their role? 

The second question is, 
where do I begin when it 
comes to succession plan-
ning?

A good place to start is 
by seeking advice from 
your accountant and other 
professional business prac-
titioners.

Another good starting 
point is by having a con-
versation with a financial 
counsellor.

You may not be aware 
that many financial coun-
sellors can help steer farm-
ing families in the right 
direction, with both succes-
sion planning and financial 
management issues.

These go hand in hand. 
In fact, when it comes 

to succession planning, 
one thing rural counsel-
lors specifically look at 
is whether the business is 
viable to sustain the next 
upcoming generation on 
the family egg farm.

Rural counsellors also 
help you consider the 
amount of money that age-
ing parents handing over 
management of the farm to 
their adult children need to 
have accumulated in order 
to exit the business and 
retire. 

The key message to take 

home today is don’t leave it 
until it’s too late.

Get some professional 
advice and ensure that the 
expectations of the retir-
ing generation and the next 
generation taking over the 
farm are clear.

The following are links 
to rural counselling ser-
vices in each state:

NSW – rfcsnsw.com.au
Queensland – business.

qld.gov.au /indust r ies /
farms-fishing-forestry/
agriculture/agribusiness/
one-stop-service/support/
funding-grants

Tasmania – business.tas.
gov.au/related/hardship_
and_financial_counsel-
ling

South Australia – pir.
sa.gov.au/grants_and_as 
sistance/drought_support/
rural_financial_counsel 
ling_service

Western Australia – ru 
ralwest.com.au/programs/
rfcs-wa/

Victoria – rfcsvicne.org.
au

National: recovery.gov.
au/programs/rural-finan 
cial-counselling/RFCS 
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Poultry Industry
Calendar of Events

How to supply event details: Send all 
details to National Poultry Newspaper, PO 
Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178, call 07 3286 
1833 or email: design@collins.media

2022

OCT 30- NOV 1 – Poultry Tech Summit, 

Altanta, US, www.wpsa.com  

NOV 6-10 – SIMA Paris, France, 

en.simaonline.com

NOV 8-10 – European Symposium on 

Poultry Genetics, Hannover Germany, 

www.espg2022.org

2023

Jun 21-24 – European Symposium 

on Poultry Nutrition, Rimini Italy,  

www.wpsa.com

SEP 4-8  – Congress of the World 
Veterinary Poultry Association, 
Verona Italy, www.wvpac2021.com

Why family run egg farms should 
consider succession planning

by MELINDA HASHIMOTO
CEO

Kym Miller 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693 
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Graeme Pope 0439 066 006 
graeme@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products.

Delivered on time.

At competitive pricing.

Supported by the best

available technical  

service in animal and  

livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Unfair contract terms for 
chicken meat processors
growers’ supply arrange-
ments or impose additional 
costs on growers. 

Some of the terms also 
required growers to make 
significant capital invest-
ments or contained imbal-
anced termination clauses.

ACCC deputy chair Mick 
Keogh said, “We were con-
cerned that broad terms, 
such as allowing proces-
sors to vary supply arrange-
ments during the term of 
the agreement, could po-
tentially lead to significant 
financial harm to growers.”

“Several processors have 
agreed to amend certain 
contract terms to address 
some of the ACCC’s con-
cerns.”

The changes that these 
processors have agreed to 
will provide some addition-
al certainty and transpar-

ency for growers, including 
by clarifying the circum-
stances in which a proces-
sor may require growers to 
upgrade their farm facilities 
and when processors can 
make changes to their grow-
er manuals.

Additional changes have 
been agreed to provide clar-
ity about the circumstances 
in which processors can 
impose additional costs on 
growers, and to balance no-
tice periods for termination 
clauses.

The ACCC’s investigation 
focussed on the types of 
potentially unfair contract 
terms that were identified 
in its Perishable Agriculture 
Goods Inquiry final report.

“The thresholds and the 
lack of penalties in the 
current unfair contract 
term laws create challeng-
es for investigations in-
volving agricultural con-

tracts,” Mr Keogh said. 
“The proposed changes 

to these laws tabled during 
the last federal parliamen-
tary sitting will, if enacted, 
better protect Australian 
small businesses against 
unfair contract terms, and 
will enable the ACCC to 
seek pecuniary penalties for 
breaches.

“We expect all chicken 
meat processors to continue 
working with growers and 
grower groups until the con-
tracts they have in place are 
clear and balanced. 

“We’ll be monitoring the 
industry to see that it hap-
pens and will re-examine 
these and other contracts if 
unfair contract term laws 
are reformed.”

Processors will engage 
with growers and grower 
representative groups di-
rectly about amendments to 
their agreements. 

* from P1

Give poultry growers a fair go

Help shape future 
of egg industry
science agency CSIRO.

The research will 
explore community 
attitudes towards the 
egg industry across a 
broad range of topics, 
including food secu-
rity, biosecurity, trace-
ability, animal welfare 
and environmental im-
pacts. 

Australian Eggs 
managing director 
Rowan McMonnies 
said, “We encourage 
Australians who want 
to have a voice on is-
sues related to the egg 
industry to take part 
in the public open sur-
vey, as the data col-
lected will be shared 
with Australian Eggs 
to shape their agenda 
and priorities over the 

coming years.”
“The community’s 

insights are instru-
mental in helping 
shape industry plans.

“Each year, these 
survey results allow us 
to pause and see the 
industry through the 
community’s eyes. 

“The results act as an 
indication as to what 
we need to consider 
internally and then in-
tegrate into our indus-
try plans.”

The research is the 
fifth annual cycle of 
community engage-
ment to inform the 
Australian Eggs Sus-
tainability Frame-
work.

To participate in the 
research, go to voc 
oniq.com/eggs 

* from P1
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OFFERING small chil-
dren their first cuddle 
with a live chicken and 
sharing their discovery 
of a straw-bound nest 
with a clutch of fresh 
brown eggs is one of 
life’s true delights.

Such was the case on 
a recent weekend, spent 
down south – as we Perth-
based citizens refer to 
trips into wine and surf 
country in and around 
Margaret River and Yal-
lingup.

It was Yallingup this 
time – staying in a mas-

sive tastefully appointed 
Airbnb, perched high on 
a few hectares and fac-
ing east over a surfer’s 
oceanic paradise… such a 
joy to watch a sunrise for 
a change.

Aside from a few kan-
garoos – otherwise 
known as ‘hop hops’ by 
little two-year-old Finya, 
she of the chicken-coop 
fame – there were also 
squabbling parrots, busy 
honeyeaters and raucous 
ravens entertaining us as 
we sipped, and perhaps 
occasionally slurped, on 
luscious Margaret River 
cabernet sauvignons and 
chardonnays.

With the surprising dis-
covery of a chicken coop 
tucked away in the bush 
only 20 or so steps from 
our weekender, and food 
scraps ready to be shared 
with the chickens or op-
tionally with worms in the 
composter, it was simple 
family fun sharing the ex-
perience with a two-year-
old.

Though momentarily 
put off when an inquisi-
tive Isa Brown quickly 
moved in on the bread 
crust she held in her little 
fingers, she soon settled 
as the friendly inquisitive 
chickens circled while 
seeking scraps.

With ‘Old Macdonald 
Had a Farm’ the top of 
her song pops and ‘chook 
chooks’ and ‘neigh neighs’ 
– her code for horses – 
her favourite lyrics, be-
ing among the big brown 
birds was an almost over-
whelming treat.

For the elders also in 
the coop, it was an op-
portunity to sneak a few 
freshly laid eggs to com-
plement the two cartons of 
Fremantle Egg Company 
840gm mega jumbos I’d 
bought from Ian Wilson 
on the way down the day 
before.

As with all weekends 
away, scrambled, fried or 
poached eggs with the ob-
ligatory bacon somehow 
seems essential.

And so it was for us, in-
cluding a healthily hungry 
93-year-old great grand-
mother.

On the Saturday, I was 
treated to another poultry 
delight – this time at a 
friend’s fiftieth celebrated 
at the renowned Wills 
Domain winery, about 30 
minutes from our hidea-
way and overlooking the 
impressive Gunyulgup 
Valley.

The on-site restaurant at 
Wills Domain has been 
awarded the 2014, 2015, 
2017 and 2019 WA Good 
Food Guide Regional 
Restaurant of the Year, 
two hats and 15 out of 20 
in the Australian Good 
Food Guide and a place 
in The Australian Hot 50 
restaurants and its Hall 
of Fame.

It has a refined indus-
trial feel, with a focus on 
sustainable wild-harvest-
ed produce.

The estate’s onsite gar-
dens grow much of the 
produce, highlighting the 
lengths the kitchen takes 
to showcase its unique, 
stylish and innovative ap-
proach.

The birthday girl Rizza 
is quite a foodie, so she 
would have delighted in 
co-creating a delicious 
four-course menu and cu-
rating a select wine of-
fering for her 30 or so 
friends.

After lapping up the first 
two courses of scallops, 
wasabi, dill and daikon 
followed by potato, black 
garlic, truffle and chives, 

it was time for the poultry 
party. 

And what a party it was.
Third course was Wagin 

duck with rhubarb, beet-
root and onion. 

Small but ‘duck delight-
ful’.

Wagin Duck and Game, 
located about 230km 
southeast of Perth, pro-
duce Peking ducks from 
free range birds for the 
local market.

The small family run 
business does everything 
from breeding to growing, 
processing and delivery. 

The range includes duck, 
heritage-style chicken, 
quail, and seasonally, 
pheasant, guinea fowl, 
partridge and turkeys for 
Christmas.

Most of their birds 
are bred on-property at 
Wagin. 

Breeder birds are free 
to roam during the day 
before being locked inside 
for their safety at night. 

In the morning, eggs are 
collected for incubation 
on the premises. 

Once hatched they are 
transferred to warm safe 
housing.

When three weeks 
old, the ducklings move 
to grow-out paddocks – 
where they have access 
to food, water, shelter and 
swimming water – before 
being processed at about 
eight weeks. 

This life cycle, albeit 
quite short, offers the 
ducks the opportunity to 
do what ducks do.

To me, that’s a good 
thing and far more prefer-
able than an industrially 
farmed product that quite 
frankly, I’d rather avoid 
consuming.

So, happy fiftieth birth-
day to Rizza and chefs’ 
hats off to you on your 
choice of sustainable but 
fine dining. 

Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

CONTACT 0411 755 467 FOR MORE 
INFORMATION TODAY! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

NEW ENERGY EFFICIENT DIRECT DRIVE RETROFIT OPTION 
FOR YOUR EXISTING 48” & 54” MODELS 

 
 

YOUR EXISTING TITAN 
FANS! 

 

 No need for Expensive Shed Alterations! 

 Combining an EC Motor with Titan’s Extremely 

Efficient Blade Technology  

 Variable Speed Integral In Motor 

 Electrical Actuator Louvre Control (AC 24… 240 V) 

STANDARD 
 

FITTED WITH 
AC MOTOR 

 
 

 

RETROFIT 
 

VARIABLE SPEED 
DIRECT DRIVE 

 
 

 

 HIGH CAPACITY 

 Direct Drive – Less Maintenance  

 No Belts, No Pulleys and No Centrifugal System 

 Quick Turnaround Time, Combined with High 

Quality Materials & Superior Construction  

 
 

POULTRY FANS 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 

C/w - Electrical 

Actuator Louvre 

Control 

 

Air Circulator Fan
FH800/0.37kW/4B/1 Phase 

Part Number: PF6010

CONTACT 0411 755 467 FOR MORE 
INFORMATION TODAY! 
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Efficient Blade Technology  

 Variable Speed Integral In Motor 

 Electrical Actuator Louvre Control (AC 24… 240 V) 

STANDARD 
 

FITTED WITH 
AC MOTOR 

 
 

 

RETROFIT 
 

VARIABLE SPEED 
DIRECT DRIVE 

 
 

 

 HIGH CAPACITY 

 Direct Drive – Less Maintenance  

 No Belts, No Pulleys and No Centrifugal System 

 Quick Turnaround Time, Combined with High 

Quality Materials & Superior Construction  

 
 

POULTRY FANS 
AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 

C/w - Electrical 

Actuator Louvre 

Control 

 

Made Stronger to Last Longer!

CONTACT US ON 0409 003 884
TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION!

sales@poultryfansaustralia.com.au

SPECIFICATIONS:
• Diameter: 820mm
• Airflow: 9,300 c.f.m.
•  Motor: 0.37 kW, 900 R.P.M. 
• All GRP impeller
•  HDG galvanised casing with  

safety guards
• Quiet operation: 66 dB(A) @ 3m 

•  No need for expensive shed alterations
•  Combining an EC motor with Titan’s 

extremely efficient blade technology
• Variable speed integral in motor
•  Electrical actuator louvre control  

(AC 24… 240 V)

• High capacity
• Direct drive – less maintenance
•  No belts, no pulleys and no 

centrifugal system
•  Quick turnaround time, combined 

with high quality materials and 
superior construction

STANDARD:
Fitted with AC Motor

RETROFIT:
Variable speed direct drive

NEW Direct Drive EC energy efficient tunnel fans now available in 48” and 54”

Retrofit your existing Titan fans!
NEW energy efficient direct drive retrofit  

option for your existing 48” and 54” models

C/w - Electrical  
Actuator Louvre  

Control 

Children’s chickens and delish ducks
Inquisitive Isa Browns sharing their scraps with little Finya.

My serving of Wagin duck with rhubarb beetroot and 
onion was to die for… though I survived to tell the 
tale.

Cant
Comment  

by BRENDON CANT

These happy healthy free range Wagin Peking ducks at eight weeks are ready for 
processing.
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NUTRITION PROGRAM

Blueprint® Chick Pre-Starter 
Crumble for Layers

Both genetics and management practices have been rapidly advancing in 
agriculture over the past 10 years.

The Blueprint® Nutrition Program is that next step in nutritional evolution. 

Call your local Alltech Lienert representative to find out more!

Five steps to move 
your animals’ nutrition 
at the pace of genetics.

Formulation Recommendation
Issue 

Assessment MeasurementReport

Alltech Lienert Australia  
8 Roseworthy Rd | Roseworthy 5371 | SA | Australia 

Tel: 1 800 649 231
alltechaustralia@alltech.com

Alltechlienert.com.au          AlltechLienert
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THE ageing is character-
ised by the non-function-
ality of the animal’s cells, 
tissues and organs. 

The main changes are 
related to the digestive 
and reproductive systems, 
glands and metabolic 
pathways, directly affect-
ing the egg production of 
layers. 

Some research shows 
that the antioxidant capac-
ity of commercial laying 
hens at 75 weeks was re-
duced by 30 percent com-
pared to values for hens at 
28 weeks of age. 

If, on the one hand, inter-
est in the mechanisms in-
volved in aging has grown, 
on the other hand there is a 
demand from producers to 
increase the period of use 
of commercial lots.

In commercial produc-
tion, this can be a tool to 
increase the persistence of 
the EP and improve plan-
ning for new flocks. 

Several studies have 
shown that supplementing 
antioxidant molecules such 

as essential oils have an 
impact on delaying aging 
and maintaining or im-
proving EP. 

These results have been 
confirming the effective-
ness of the molecules – 
however doubt remains 
about the extent of this ef-
fect applied to the period 
of use of the hens.

Using the egg produc-
tion curve (f), which repre-
sents the genetic potential 
of hens as a function of 
bird age (t) to interpret the 
response at t, using the in-
verse function (f -1) may 
be a possibility. 

Considering the above, 
this research – by EKM 
Raimundo, DS Santos, MB 
Lima, MGBL Sousa, HC 
Costa, LM Gomes and EP 
Silva – aimed to evalu-
ate the supplementation of 
EOs on the EP of aged lay-
ing hens and, through the 
adjusted curve, calculate 
the age of the correspond-
ing hen.
Method

The study was carried 

out at the Poultry Science 
Laboratory-LAVINESP 
of the Faculty of Agrarian 
and Veterinary Sciences, 
UNESP campus Jabotica-
bal – SP/Brazil. 

The Animal Ethics and 
Welfare Committee ap-
proved all experimental 
procedures used in this 
study under the protocol 
number 1481/21.

A total of 128 commer-
cial laying hens of Lohm-
ann LSL-Lite strain at 80 
weeks of age were used. 

The experimental de-
sign was completely ran-
domised with two treat-
ments, eight replicates of 
eight layers each. 

The treatments consisted 
of a control diet without 
and with EO supplementa-
tion – a mix of functional 
oils of copaiba, pepper and 
cashew-nut shell with an 
inclusion of 300g/tonne. 

The experiment lasted 
sixteen weeks – 92-96 
weeks of age – and the 
last four weeks was used 
for data collection – egg 
production. 

To calculate the predict-
ed age of the layers, the 
relationship between EP 
and the predicted age of 
hens in weeks (t) was first 
adjusted using data from 
the lineage manual. 

For this, only post-peak 
production data – from 27-
95 weeks of age – which 
describe the decline in EP 
as a function of the in-
crease in t given in weeks 
(f) were used. 

The function used was: 
EP =λe-βt, where λ and β 
are estimated parameters. 

To calculate the value of 
t in weeks for some EP 
(percent) was used: f -1: t = 
-ln(EP/λ)/β). 

The adjusted values of λ 
and β were 115 and 0.0043, 
respectively. 

Based on the EP values 
of each experimental unit, 
the respective t values for 
the beginning and end of 
the experiment were cal-
culated. 

The values of EP and t at 
the beginning and end of 
the test were submitted to 
analysis of variance, con-
sidering a significance of 
5 percent.
Results and discussion

The initial condition in 
the trial of the EP was the 
same for both treatments. 

After 16 weeks of trial, 
for hens fed diets supple-
mented with EOs, it was 
verified a significant effect 
between treatments with 
EP of 92.2 percent and 
approximately 7 percent 
greater than the control 
diet without EO supple-
mentation (Table 1). 

A significant effect was 
verified for the predicted 
age variable (P<0.01). 

According to the EP, 
hens fed with EOs showed 
a similar response to hens 
at 49.1 weeks of age, which 
corresponded to a 19-week 
difference when com-
pared to the predicted age 
of hens not supplemented 
with EOs.

The EP of hens sup-
plemented with EOs in-
creased at the end of the 16 
weeks of the experiment, 
when we only expected 
them to maintain EP. 

These results corrobo-
rate previous results that 
found that older laying 
hens responded positively 
to supplementation with 
nutritional additives and 
improved antioxidant ca-
pacity. 

This research offers a 
methodological proposal 
to evaluate the effect of 
additives on the longevity 
of hens, which we propose 
here the predicted age, us-
ing data from the lineage 
manual.

According to Gu et al 
2021, the antioxidant ca-
pacity of aged commercial 
laying hens – 75 weeks 
– reduced 30 percent, how-
ever the hens used in this 
research started the experi-
ment at 80 weeks of age 
and possibly presented an 
even greater deficit than 
that reported by Gu et al. 

This hypothesis may jus-
tify the 19-week difference 
in predicted age between 
treatments with and with-
out EO supplementation. 

The difference between 
the predicted and chrono-
logical age is based on the 
organic state of the hen 
and, in this research, it was 
demonstrated that the pe-
riod of use of laying hens 
can be extended depending 
on the rearing conditions, 
especially the nutrition 
aiming the redox state.

The supplementation of 
300g/tonne of EO in the 
diet of commercial laying 
hens improved egg pro-
duction and longevity of 
laying hen from 80 to 96 
weeks of age. 
Erikson Raimundo

Assessment of essential oils in diet of 
laying hens on persistence of rate of lay

The author Erikson Raimundo is one of the research-
ers from the Poultry Science Laboratory-LAVINESP 
of the Faculty of Agrarian and Veterinary Sciences, 
UNESP campus Jaboticabal – SP/Brazil.

cashew nut shell with an inclusion of 300 g/ton). The experiment lasted sixteen weeks 

(92 to 96 weeks of age) and the last four weeks was used for data collection (egg 

production). To calculate the predicted age of the layers, the relationship between EP and 

the predicted age of hens in weeks (t) was first adjusted using data from the lineage 

manual. For this, only post-peak production data, from 27 to 95 weeks of age, which 

describe the decline in EP as a function of the increase in t given in weeks (f) were used. 

The function used was: EP =λe-βt, where λ and β are estimated parameters. To calculate

the value of t in weeks for some EP (%) was used: f -1: t = -ln(EP/λ)/β). The adjusted 

values of λ and β were 115 and 0.0043, respectively. Based on the EP values of each 

experimental unit, the respective t values for the beginning and end of the experiment

were calculated. The values of EP and t at the beginning and end of the test were submitted 

to ANOVA, considering a significance of 5%. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The initial condition in the trial of the EP was same for both treatments. After 16 

weeks of trial, for hens fed diets supplemented with EOs, it was verified a significant

effect between treatments with EP of 92.2% and approximately 7% greater than the

control diet without EO supplementation (Table 1). A significant effect was verified for 

the predicted age variable (P<0.01). According to the EP, hens fed with EOs showed a 

Table 1 - Cumulative effect of egg production laying hens after 16 weeks fed with essential oils¹ 
Variables Treatments Mean Minimum Maximum General P-value CV2 

Initial 
condition 

Rate lay 
Observed, % 

Without EOs 90.4 90.2 90.7 
90.5 0.380 0.3 

With EOs 90.5 90.2 90.8 

Age 
Predicted, weeks 

Without EOs 55.9 55.2 56.5 
55.8 0.381 1.1 

With EOs 55.6 54.9 56.5 

Final 
condition 

Rate lay 
Observed, % 

Without EOs 85.8 78.1 92.4 
89.3 0.004 4.5 

With EOs 93.2 91.1 98.0 

Age  
Predicted, weeks 

Without EOs 68.3 51.0 89.9 
59.3 0.004 18.0 

With EOs 49.1 37.3 54.3 

previous results that found that older laying hens responded positively to supplementation 

Table 1 - Cumulative effect of egg production laying hens after 16 weeks fed with essential oils1. (1Supplementation 
of 300g/ton of mix of functional oils from copaiba, peppers and cashew-nut shell. 2Coefficient of variation.)

Distributed by

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019

    Specifically developed for use within poultry sheds, for the 
control of litter beetles and a range of flying and crawling insects

    High performance residual insecticide offering rapid knockdown
    Low dose formulation provides the flexibility of a clean-out and 

maintenance application rate

For more information on Fendona Plus 60 SC, 
visit crop-solutions.basf.com.au or contact your local 
CCD Representative on 1300 791 009

Fendona® Plus 60SC
Insecticide

 

@basfpestcontrolau

The team of researchers assessing the use of essen-
tial oils in the diet of laying hens on the persistence 
of rate of lay.
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SOLUTION.

Solutions range of animal nutrition solutions,

FOR A NATURAL

  
       

Visit our website to learn more about the BEC Feed

IT’S TIME

or call us on 1300 884 593.

HAZELDENE’S Chick-
en Farm, located near 
Bendigo in Central Vic-
toria, is a world-class 
producer of free range 
and RSPCA accredited 
poultry. 

It has a state-of-the-art 
poultry production facility, 
with products sold through 
Coles, Aldi, Woolworths, 
Harris Farm Markets, IGA 
stores, butcher shops, char-
coal chicken stores and 
smaller specialty retailers. 

Hazeldene’s employs 
more than 750 people in 
the local Bendigo area.
The options

In line with its focus on 
quality, Hazeldene’s was 
looking for a quality so-
lution for its wastewater 
pumping needs. 

The farm had previously 
tried several brands of 
self-priming wastewater 
pumps, but none were able 

to deliver the quality of 
service Hazeldene’s engi-
neers were looking for. 

It needed a pump ca-
pable of handling all the 
solids that form part of 
the wastewater stream in 
a chicken-process plant – 
such as feathers, internals, 
feet and such – that was 
an extremely reliable self-
primer also.
The solution

Hydro Innovations rec-
ommended a V3B60-B, 
which is part of Gorman-
Rupp’s range of Ultra V 
Series self-priming waste-
water pumps. 

The farm’s technical ser-
vices manager Adam Ha-
zeldene was well aware of 
Gorman-Rupp’s quality 
reputation and was keen to 
see a Gorman-Rupp pump 
installed in his wastewater 
system to solve the problems 
they were experiencing.

The pump
The V3B60-B has a 

100mm suction and 80mm 
discharge, and is capa-
ble of handling a 76mm 
spherical solid, along with 
stringy materials. 

The pump can also be 
placed on a suction lift up 
to 7.6m, can deliver flows 
to 50 litres per second and 
can be relied on to prime 
and re-prime automati-
cally every time it is asked 
to pump. 

For more corrosive envi-

ronments, the V3B can be 
supplied with 316 internal 
components. 

And for abrasive applica-
tions, hardened iron mate-
rials can be fitted.

The pump was duly pur-
chased and installed, and 
Adam has had no regrets 
about the recent acquisi-
tion. 

More information on 
Gorman-Rupp pumps can 
be obtained from Hydro 
Innovations, hydroinnova 
tions.com.au  

Efficient and cost-effective wastewater pump Unite and recover
CLOSE contacts no 
longer need to quar-
antine, provided they 
have no COVID-19 
symptoms.

The previous process 
for allowing critically 
essential workers who 
were close contacts to 
resume work no longer 
applies as close con-
tact rules have recently  

changed in Queens-
land. 

Agribusinesses and 
veterinarians in the 
agri-food supply chain 
will not need to sub-
mit critically essential 
worker roles to govern-
ment.

If workers remain 
symptom-free, they can 
leave home for any rea-
son provided they meet 

the requirements under 
the new Queensland 
Health direction. 

Testing of close con-
tacts is required before 
returning to work on the 
first day and every sec-
ond day after — on day 
2, 4 and 6.

Information for agri-
businesses is available 
on daf.engagementhub.
com.au/agcontinuity 

(02) 9898 1800 

ADVANTAGES:
Pump DAF plant sludge

Early leak detection

Easy hose changes

No corrosion issues

Only one wearing part

Very easy servicing

No oil filled casing

sales@HydroInnovations.com.au
www.HydroInnovations.com.au   The new Gorman-Rupp V3B60-B at Hazeldene’s 

Chicken farm in Bendigo.
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https://www.hydroinnovations.com.au/
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GRIND YOUR OWN LITTER 
WITH THE MIGHTY GIANT

• Hydraulic tilt tub
• Single operator friendly with remote control
• 25FT swivel conveyor
• Grind a straw bale to 20mm in a minute or less
• Built in the US with all parts available and in 
stock in Australia.
“There is no machine like it on the market. It will grind bales as 

fast as you can load them!” 

Contact Tony Byron 0425 425 485  
or tbonetone@hotmail.com

www.valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

Cost-push tipped to thin chicken’s discount
INFLATIONARY pres-
sures on food being expe-
rienced globally are fore-
cast to narrow the price 
gap between chicken and 
red meat in Australia, ac-
cording to Rabobank.

Presented at a Rabobank 
event held at the Gold 
Coast to coincide with 
the Poultry Information 
Exchange, senior animal 
proteins analyst Angus 
Gidley-Baird’s talk was 
entitled ‘Chicken: making 
the most of a high-priced 
meat cabinet’.

He said while chicken 
prices look set to reflect 
price increases as the re-
sult of cost-push inflation, 
chicken still looked to be 
the cheapest meat choice 
on refrigerated shelves.

“From a beef point of 
view in Australia, beef 
is about four and a half 
times more expensive than 
chicken, as an average 
retail price,” Mr Gidley-
Baird said.

In terms of price rela-
tivity, Mr Gidley-Baird 
said that was greater than 
in China and the United 
Kingdom, where beef was 

around four times the price 
of Australian beef, and the 
US, where it is 3.5 times 
higher.

“Looking at that, I’d say 
we’ve got the greatest price 
spreads between the beef, 
lamb and pork prices to 
chicken prices.”

He said one could argue 
a consumer would tolerate 
a rise in chicken prices, 
in part because hikes in 
beef and lamb prices have 
already been seen.

“You could probably lift 
that chicken price up,” Mr 
Gidley-Baird said.

“In Australia, we’ve al-
lowed that spread to grow 
quite wide.”
Increased market share 
possible

At more than 120kg per 
person per year, Australia 
is the biggest consumer of 
protein including seafood 
in the world, with the US 
only slightly behind.

Mr Gidley-Baird said 
Australia was right up there 
in terms of annual per-cap-
ita consumption of chicken 
at 40kg plus per year.

However, chicken ac-
counts for only around 

35 percent of the average 
Australian’s annual protein 
consumption, compared 
to 40 percent or more for 
several other nations, in-
cluding Argentina, Brazil, 
Mexico, New Zealand and 
the US.

“If you push that Austral-
ian consumption up into 
the realms of 40 percent 
of our overall protein con-
sumption, you could po-
tentially say there’s a 15 
percent growth in volume 
allowed in the industry to 
accommodate that,” Mr 
Gidley-Baird said.

“Based on what some 
of the other countries are 
doing, we could fit more 
chicken in our diet at the 
expense of some of the 
other proteins.”

On beef and lamb, Mr 
Gidley-Baird said price 
rises in Australia have al-
ready been seen.

“We’ve seen a change in 
seasonal conditions, we’ve 
got one of the lowest vol-
umes of cattle that we’ve 
seen in the last 35 years… 
and that’s flowed through 
into that retail space,” he 
said.

“Lamb had its run a cou-
ple of years ago, and since 
then it’s been more moder-
ate in its growth.”

By comparison, increases 
in pork and chicken prices 
have been “very slow”.

Australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics March quarter 2022 
data shows the Consumer 
Price Index rose 2.1 per-
cent over the quarter, with 
food up 2.8 percent, veg-
etables up 6.6 percent and 
beef up 7.6 percent.

“Meat prices based on the 
CPI data jumped 12.1 per-
cent in the past 12 months, 
whereas all the others were 
quite subdued,” Mr Gid-
ley-Baird said.

“There is the overlying 
concern about what hap-
pens from a cost inflation 
point of view and the gen-
eral consumer – are they 
going to be placed in a 
position where all the other 
costs have gone up and 
they are going to restrict 
their own consumption of 
food and protein?”

He said he did not ex-
pect people to reduce their 
overall protein consump-
tion because of inflation-

ary pressure but purchas-
ing habits could change 
“around the edges”, for ex-
ample by replacing a high-
end beef meal with a more 
affordable chicken one.
Production climbing 
already

Mr Gidley-Baird said 
Australia has been increas-
ing its chicken production 
to new highs, and the de-
mand pull has enabled 
retail prices to withstand 
supply-side pressure.

“The market is actually 
accommodating it,” he 
said.

As food prices globally 
increase in this inflation-
ary cycle, exacerbated by 
geopolitical factors headed 
up by the Ukraine-Russia 
War, Mr Gidley-Baird said 
chicken prices may well 
come to reflect cost-push 
rather than demand-pull 
inflation, which was prev-
alent during COVID.

Australia has two domi-
nant processors – Baiada 
Steggles and Inghams – 
and the contract prices at 
which they sell into Aus-
tralia’s two dominant su-
permarkets largely set the 

retail price for Australian 
chicken.

“They know exactly how 
far they can push that be-
fore you start flooding 
the market and they end 
up hurting themselves 
because the retailers say 
they don’t need any more 
chicken, or they can’t send 
it somewhere else,” Mr 
Gidley-Baird said.

“You’d have to say there 
is overall growth available 
in that market.”

He cited an Inghams re-
port delivered earlier this 
month which said costs re-
main elevated across the 
business, driven mainly 
by feed, supply chain and 
transport, and that price 
increases had already been 
achieved, with further ones 
sought to offset cost pres-
sures.

He said Australia’s ex-
ports of chicken meat were 
relatively small, and export 
is not expected to be the 
focus on increased produc-
tion because sales tend to 
be either lower-value cuts, 
or go into niche markets 
such as Singapore.

When put up against the 

world’s biggest chicken-
meat exporters, Brazil and 
the US, Mr Gidley-Baird 
said Australia would be 
unlikely to compete.

“We get burnt a little bit 
on our cost of production,” 
he said.

Mr Gidley-Baird said 
the shortage of labour in 
Australia was “a big chal-
lenge” for all meat-pro-
cessing sectors, and was 
largely responsible for red-
meat processors operating 
at about 40 percent below 
capacity.

“An average eastern 
states weekly kill number 
is about 110,000 head per 
week from a cattle point 
of view – we’re currently 
doing about 80,000 head,” 
he said.

“That’s not because the 
cattle aren’t there, it’s be-
cause they can’t get people 
on the plant.

“The only way you can 
fix that is by paying people 
more and upskilling peo-
ple more, which means it’s 
a long process and a costly 
process.” 
First appeared on beefcen 
tral.com 
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For more information, contact your
local technical sales representative.

Partner of your success for 40 years !

Thank you for seeing us at

PIX | AMC | PPC
GOLD COAST CONVENTION

AND EXHIBITION CENTRE

Precision Intestinal Nutrition
Improve the cost of feed 
and intestinal integrity.

2015 Sanitouch Egg Processing Unit
$69,300

•  Model 10-CSG – candles, sanitises and 
grades 3600-5400 eggs per hour

•  Ideal for small or medium-sized egg 
production systems

•  Located Mackay, Queensland

Contact Rob Bauman 0429 380 191

FOR SALE

ACMF seeks CEO after Kite retires
AT a recent industry 
association executive 
meeting, Dr Vivien Kite 
– executive director of 
the Australia Chicken 
Meat Federation and 
the Australian Poultry 
Industries Associa-
tion – announced her 
intention to retire from 
her positions with the 
industry representative 
bodies from early 2023. 

Dr Kite will leave after 
33 years with the poultry 
industry, including the 
past eight years at the 
helm of the ACMF.

Expressions of interest 
are now being consid-
ered for the position of 
chief executive officer of 
the ACMF.

About the role
The CEO takes a 

hands-on role in the day-
to-day operations of the 
organisation, as well as 
ensuring the strategic ob-
jectives set by the Board 
are delivered. 

The CEO works closely 
with the Board as well 
as broadly with a wide 
range of stakeholders, 
including other indus-
try peak bodies, gov-
ernments, community 
groups and key industry 
customers. 

Imperative to the role 
is the ability to develop 
and implement strategic 
frameworks and policies 
through consultation and 
cooperation with partner 
organisations. 

About the person
Ideally professionally 

qualified in science, ag-
riculture, animal health, 
biosecurity or livestock 
production, you will al-
ready be a CEO or a 
seasoned senior execu-
tive looking for your next 
career move. 

You will have extensive 
experience operating 
in either a commercial, 
peak body or not-for-
profit organisation, pref-
erably in the agricultural 
sector, requiring broad 
and varied stakeholder 
management across 
members, industry, com-
munity and government.

For further informa-
tion, contact acmf@
chicken.org.au 

Heatwave kills germs
AUSSIE Pumps has re-
ceived great news from 
the poultry industry on 
the application of its 
Heatwave high-pressure 
steam cleaner.

The machine appears to 
satisfy all of the require-
ments of the industry with 
a versatility not found 
in either electric-drive 
or cold-water washdown 
units.

The Aussie Heatwave 
was developed original-
ly for local government 
cleaning contractor appli-
cations. 

It is a 4000psi steam 
cleaner with an infinite-
ly variable temperature 
control from ambient to 
130C.

The features contrac-
tors enjoyed most about 
the machine was its com-
pact design, high quality 
components and ability to 

be either trolley or ute 
mounted. 

Aussie Pumps Chief En-
gineer John Hales said, 
“The ability to produce 
4000psi and up to 130C 
steam in a mobile portable 
machine is quite revolu-
tionary.” 

“Thus it can carry out 
high-pressure cleaning 
applications with cold 
wash, but can kill germs 
and sanitise by operating 
the thermostat and adjust-
ing the temperature to hot 
wash – 80-90C and up to 
130C steam.”

Mr Hales reports that 
most customers in live-
stock applications operate 
the machines at about 85-
90C. 

He pointed out that even 
COVID 19 – according to 
the World Health Organi-
sation – can be eliminated 
by spraying with high-

pressure hot water over 
60C.

“The hotter you oper-
ate the machine, the more 
diesel fuel in the burner 
is used, which becomes a 
more expensive resource,” 
Mr Hales said.

Aussie Pumps claim that 
one of the major benefits 
is the fact that the Heat-
wave cleans in a chemi-
cal-free manner. 

It can be operated with 
a range of accessories in-
cluding – in cold wash 
configuration – a heavy-
duty turbo lance that 
turns the 4000psi impact 
into the equivalent of a 
6000psi machine. 

The turbo literally acts 
as a turbine, spinning 
under pressure from the 
pump’s supply, creating 
what amounts to more im-
pact and cutting cleaning 
times accordingly.

For poultry shed opera-
tors, there are optional 
stainless-steel hose reels, 
with up to 50m of high-
pressure hose available.

Stainless-steel reels 
mount on top of the Heat-
wave above the engine, 
providing balance and 
ease of operation when 
moving between sheds.

“The stainless-steel reel 
is a big asset,” Mr Hales 
said.

“It spools really well be-
cause of its unique design, 
and the hose reel for long-
hose storage helps elimi-
nate accidents, providing 
the operator with more 
range without having to 
move the machine.”

Aussie Pumps also re-
ports the Heatwave is a 
big success in the export 
market. 

“What the industry 
seems to like is its ver-
satility – adapted with la-
bour-saving devices such 
as turbos, high-pressure 
hose reels, telescopic ex-
tension wands and similar 
– fleets of between six 
and 10 pieces are proving 
a real benefit in terms of 
machinery maintenance 
too,” Mr Hales said.

“When operators all use 
the same machine and can 
interchange jobs because of 
their familiarity with the 
simplicity of the Heatwave, 
it makes life easier for su-
pervisors and managers.”

Further information on 
the Heatwave’s ability 
of being both a flexible 
and chemical-free way 
of cleaning is available 
by visiting aussiepumps.
com.au or calling 02 8865 
3500.  

The Aussie Pumps Heatwave can carry out high-pressure cleaning applications 
with cold wash, but can kill germs and sanitise by operating the thermostat and 
adjusting the temperature to hot wash.

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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For further information, talk to our Walking Tractor Specialist Darren 0409 130 667
3 Endeavour St, Warragul 3820 I PH 5622 9100 I walkingtractorsaustralia.com.au

• Honda GX340 Petrol 10.7hp Engine
• 3 Forward + 3 Reverse Speed
• Quick Reverser
• Transmission: PowerSafe®
• Differential Lock
• Tilling Width: 66cm Standard/Optional with 52cm & 80cm

PASQUALI SB38 Petrol Powered
             Walking Tractor

Tried and proven in the poultry industry

CONTACT YOUR ZOETIS REPRESENTATIVE TO LEARN HOW POULVAC ST CAN  
HELP YOUR OPERATION EXPERIENCE MORE   |   1800 814 883

1 Data on file, Study report No. 04-16-7ADMI ZL1456

IMPACT SALMONELLA NUMBERS
BEFORE THEY IMPACT YOURS. 
What doesn’t get into your operation, won’t hurt you. Poulvac® ST aids
in reducing Salmonella levels1. Discover the benefits of Poulvac® ST
and help give Salmonella the boot.

Natural disaster 
impact survey
WITH rainfall con-
tinuing and resulting 
in localised flooding 
around the country, 
Australians are en-
couraged to stay up 
to date with current 
weather warnings and 
alerts through the Bu-
reau of Meteorology 
and Queensland Fire 
and Emergency Ser-
vices.

If you are a primary 
producer and experi-
ence any loss or dam-
age to your property 
in Queensland, fill in 
the Department of Ag-

riculture and Fisheries 
Queensland Natural 
Disaster Impact Sur-
vey to help us under-
stand the scale of any 
impacts.

If you’re in an area 
that has been through 
multiple events this 
season, remember to 
keep good records of 
any impacts including 
date-stamped photos. 

This will help sup-
port and confirm eli-
gibility and determine 
methods of assistance.

And remember, if it’s 
flooded, forget it! 

Poultry code  
of conduct 
grant offered
AN Australian Govern-
ment grant of $550,000 
will help the poultry 
meat industry investi-
gate a potential code of 
conduct to increase price 
transparency and com-
petition.

Former Minister for 
Agriculture and Northern 
Australia David Little-
proud said a code could 
identify and implement 
solutions to improve pric-
ing transparency across 
the sector and help ad-
dress bargaining power 
imbalances between 
growers and a small num-
ber of processors.

“The Australian poultry 
meat industry is highly 
concentrated, with only 
six processors controlling 
more than 95 percent of 
the market,” Minister Lit-
tleproud said.

“In this environment, it’s 
essential that growers can 
confidently negotiate fair 
and equitable contracts. 

“Codes of conduct 
have increased transpar-
ency in other industries, 
by ensuring two-way 

data exchange.
“This stacks up with 

recommendations by the 
Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commis-
sion following its inquiry 
into the country’s Perish-
able Agricultural Goods 
industries.”

National Farmers’ Fed-
eration chief executive 
officer Tony Mahar said 
stakeholder engagement 
– both face to face and 
online – would be held 
across all growing regions 
to ensure industry input 
to the project reflects di-
verse issues and opportu-
nities in the poultry meat 
supply chain.

“Contract growers, 
processors, retailers and 
other industry stakehold-
ers will be able to pro-
vide feedback during the 
engagement process,” Mr 
Mahar said.

“As well as establishing 
the purpose and objective 
of a potential code of con-
duct, industry engagement 
will help develop a road 
map for implementation.” 

http://www.poultrynews.com.au


National Poultry Newspaper, June 2022 – Page 11www.poultrynews.com.au

Join the NPN email list to receive  
your FREE monthly digital paper!

Sign up at www.poultrynews.com.au

SMART technologies 
are raising global agri-
cultural production, but 
international research-
ers warn this digital 
phenomenon could reap 
a crop of another kind 
– cybersecurity attacks. 

Complex IT and math 
modelling at King Ab-
dulaziz University in 
Saudi Arabia, Aix-
Marseille University in 
France and Flinders Uni-
versity in South Australia 
has highlighted the risks 
in a new article in the 
open access journal Sen-
sors. 

Lead author Profes-
sor Abel Alahmadi from 
King Abdulaziz Univer-
sity said, “Smart sensors 
and systems are used to 
monitor crops, plants, the 
environment, water, soil 
moisture, and diseases.”

“The transformation to 
digital agriculture would 
improve the quality and 
quantity of food for the 
ever-increasing human 

population, which is fore-
cast to reach 10.9 billion 
by 2100.” 

Researchers warn this 
progress in production, 
genetic modification for 
drought-resistant crops 
and other technologies 
is prone to cyber-attack 
– particularly if the ag-
tech sector doesn’t take 
adequate precautions as 
per other corporate or de-
fence sectors.

Flinders University re-
searcher and expert in cy-
bersecurity and network-
ing Dr Saeed Rehman 
said the rise of internet 
connectivity and smart 
low-power devices has fa-
cilitated the shift of many 
labour-intensive food 
production jobs into the 
digital domain – includ-
ing modern techniques 
for accurate irrigation, 
soil and crop monitoring 
using drone surveillance.

“However, we should 
not overlook security 
threats and vulnerabili-

ties to digital agriculture, 
in particular possible 
side-channel attacks spe-
cific to ag-tech applica-
tions,” Dr Rehman said. 

“Digital agriculture is 
not immune to cyber-at-
tack – as seen by inter-
ference to a US watering 
system, a meatpacking 
firm, wool broker soft-
ware and an Australian 
beverage company.

Flinders University co-
author Professor David 
Glynn said, “Extraction 
of cryptographic or sen-
sitive information from 
the operation of physical 
hardware is termed side-
channel attack.”

“These attacks could be 
easily carried out with 
physical access to devic-
es, which the cybersecu-
rity community has not 
explicitly investigated.” 

The researchers rec-
ommend investment into 
precautions and aware-
ness about the vulnerabil-
ities of digital agriculture 

to cyber-attack, with an 
eye on the potential seri-
ous effects on the general 
population in terms of 
food supply, labour and 
flow-on costs.  

 An overview of digital agriculture and its various applications.

Food cyber attacks forecast

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist ser-
vices and facilities in the poultry industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accom-
plish, here’s a group of business cards 
that guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

Judy O’Keeffe  B.Ag.Sci. (Hon)
HEAD NUTRITIONIST

Address: 51 Barmah Street, Mt Eliza, Victoria 3930
Website:  surefeednutrition.com.au
Phone: 0418 191 866
Email: judy@surefeednutrition.com.au

Sure-Feed
POULTRY NUTRITION

Judy O’Keeffe  B.Ag.Sci. (Hon)
HEAD NUTRITIONIST

Address: 51 Barmah Street, Mt Eliza, Victoria 3930
Website:  surefeednutrition.com.au
Phone: 0418 191 866
Email: judy@surefeednutrition.com.au

Technical Systems Australia  PTYLTD

Scotty Miller
DIRECTOR

PO Box 30, Donnybrook QLD 4510
86 Beerburrum-Donnybrook Rd, Donnybrook

Phone: (07) 5429 2028
Mobile: 0424 413 484
Email: scotty@tsa.tech
Web: www.tsa.tech

Equipment You Can Trust
 A Team You Can Rely On

TSA

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB - Biosecurity  
Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231 
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, South Australia

Regional Sales Representatives 

Al
lte

ch
lie

ne
rt

.co
m

.a
u 

A
llt

e
ch

Li
en

er
t

Tina Grech (SA)  
Nutritionist
Tel: 0407 608 179

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Carlos Ramirez (Vic) 
Tel: 0448 273 114

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

Graeme Pope 0439 066 006

Dean Guenther
General Manager, 

Oceania

dguenther@zinpro.com 

M +61 (0) 

Greg Heeney
Country Manager, 

Australia

gheeney@zinpro.com 

M +61 (0) 428 162 193

zinpro.com

Brad Tresidder
Executive Chairman

0488 282 424  |  + 61 3 9021 7707

brad@tresidders.com.au
www.tresidders.com.au

DANIEL FISHER
0434 468 644
KEVIN MARKHAM
0421 078 855
E: equipment@ifsaustralia.com.au
www.ifsaustralia.com.au

U4/9 Cardiff Court
Cavan
SA 5094

PO Box 2467 
Dry Creek 

SA 5094

INTENSIVE FARMING SUPPLIES AUSTRALIA

Fabian Barcelo
0477 444 674

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961 

Juan Diaz
0419 620 310

Garry Grant T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au

Global-Mark.com.au®

Q
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y M

anagement . ISO 9001 

www.patarker.com.au

Michael Bigeni
Director

8 Robertson Place
Jamisontown NSW 2750

P:     02 4732 5520 
M :  0410 663 005
E :    michael@patarker.com.au
 

Phone: (07) 4634 7344 Mobile: 0428 474 057 
Freecall: 1800 242 699

david@customvac.com.au
www.customvac.com.au

24 Molloy Street, PO Box 2426, Toowoomba Queensland 4350

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Bulk Feed Transport and Silo Aeration

Cast iron

Great prices for Australian 
      Poultry Industries members 
•
•
•
•
•
• 2", 3" & 4" 
      semi trash pumps

Big flows
ISO 9001
Self-priming

Aussie Pumps Poultry Package

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

 Engine & electric drive
 Big Berty triplex pumps

 Australia’s No 1 
pressure cleaner manufacturer

 Aussie quality
 Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi

 OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with Aussie
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■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH …

Phone  1300 059 003 
Email  info@polytex.net.au 
Web  www.polytex.net.au

•  Fan covers •  Door covers  
•  Brooder/air control curtains 
•  Thermal & blockout blinds  
•  Poultry shade sails 
•  Cool cell covers

The Chicken Grower’s Choice

Phone: 1300 815 888
(+61) 07 3281 3200

Fax: 1300 816 888
(+61) 07 3281 8295

PO Box 95, Ipswich
Queensland Australia 4305

www.santrev.com

enquiries@santrev.com.au

Trina Parker
Country President (ANZ)
trina.parker@kemin.com
mobile: +64 274 872 524

Stuart Court
Technical Services Manager (ANZ)

stuart.court@kemin.com
mobile: 0466 956 263

office: 02 9844 5700
kemin.com

Mark Bennett  0427 627 774
Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159
Steven Black  0437 627 000
Ronnie O’Rorke  0419 648 433
John Reeves  0412 264 497

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au

BioVet M: 
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22882 Treidia B-Card Commercial Pieter.pdf   1   5/03/15 
  9:31 AM Better outcomes through advanced systems

www.stockyardindustries.com

South
Steven Clohesy
Mobile: 0427 733 141
Email: steven@stockyardindustries.com

North
Joe Oliveira
Mobile: 0437 322 446
Email: joe@stockyardindustries.com

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 
Western Australia 6162

• Stainless steel covers

• 4,000 psi

• Great prices for Australian Pork Limited members

• Hot Wash & Steam 
  Cleaners to 130°C

• 240v & 415v

• Loads of features

• Aussie quality

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with steam

Ton Hovers
Sales Manager Australia & New Zealand

Animal Nutrition

BASF Australia Ltd.

Level 12, 28 Freshwater Place
Southbank, VIC 3006

Mobile +61 407 410 222
ton.hovers@basf.com

Life, made easier. 

For more information please contact:
WAYNE BRADSHAW : 0429 301 500 

wbradshaw@jefo.com

JOHNNY BARWARY : 0438 631 337
jbarwary@jefo.com

ausinfo@jefo.com

PRECISION NUTRITION FOR POULTRY

poultrynews.com.au • ben@collins.media

Advertise 
your business 
card here 
call 07 3286 1833

NATIONAL

Ensuring successful installation of in ovo technology
TO date, more than 50 
Embrex Inovoject systems 
are installed in hatcher-
ies across the Asia-Pacific 
region, accounting for 80 
percent of devices used 
for in ovo vaccination. 

With an upward trajec-
tory predicted, how can 
successful installation and 
high chick quality be en-
sured, especially when the 
technology is new to most 
customers?

It’s all about establish-
ing baselines and provid-
ing support throughout 
the process, said two ex-
perts.

Zoetis global biodevice 
technical and operational 
support manager Jonathan 
Abbott said, “Being set up 
for success matters all the 
way through – not only 
for the installation of the 
device.”

“Our manufacturing de-
partment has done a good 
job perfecting the assem-
bly of our biodevices, with 
strong quality control.

“That helps to make the 
installation a lot easier, 
because the devices are 
ready to ‘plug and play’ 
at that point, with only 
certain minor adjustments 

for our field service spe-
cialists to make. 

“This helps us to focus 
more on the customer 
training aspect,” Mr Ab-
bott said.
Focus on hatchery biol-
ogy

Zoetis biodevice support 
specialist Ekapol Prueng-
panyanont said that taking 
a whole-hatchery view that 
considers all contributing 
factors to good chick health 
and development is the 
bedrock of successful in-
stallation and use of in ovo 
vaccination technology.

“In ovo vaccination is 
not only the device – it’s 
about the biology within 
the hatchery,” Mr Prueng-
panyanont said.

“So we have to evaluate 
the site before any custom-
er signs an agreement to 
lease our equipment. 

“We assess a site by sam-
pling and analysing micro-
biological cultures, to see 
what the bacteria or fungus 
load looks like and if it’s 
suitable for in ovo vaccina-
tion.

“The technology means 
you’re going to put a hole 
into the eggs – that is basi-
cally the embryo exposed 

to the environment. 
“And if you have bacteria 

or fungus in the hatchery, 
you would incubate those 
too.” 

Though with good hy-
giene practices, in ovo vac-
cination has proven to be 
the best vaccination meth-
od to protect chicks against 
diseases.

If a site’s condition is not 
conducive to in ovo vac-
cination, installation is not 
advised. 

However, should a hatch-
ery have slightly below-
average conditions and a 
willingness to improve, the 
Zoetis hatchery support 
and technical team can still 
work collaboratively with 
the hatchery on a targeted 
approach to reducing mi-
crobial load in key areas.

Water contamination can 
pose a major threat to the 
hygiene of the vaccination 
procedure in some parts of 
Asia.

In some cases, custom-
ers are advised to use bot-
tled water – but only after 
the chosen brand has been 
tested for microbiological 
content. 

Another issue commonly 
detected is contamination 

in the hatch basket. 
In this case, the crucial 

advice is around what 
chemicals to use to elimi-
nate the issue.
From installation to 
testing

Once an agreement is 
signed and the technology 
is in place, further sam-
pling is done to confirm 
that the environment is 
clean enough to begin vac-
cinating. 

Then, the system itself 
will be tested and vali-
dated. 

These checks are particu-
larly important when the 
equipment is being import-
ed from the US to Asia, Mr 
Pruengpanyanont said. 

During the initial vac-
cination, a small batch of 
eggs will be used, with resi-
due testing after two days. 

Eggs are opened and test-
ed head-to-head, whereby 
in ovo and manually vacci-
nated eggs of the same age 
and from the same flock, 
set and hatcher are com-
pared. 

Alterations are made if 
necessary, and the quanti-
ties are increased until the 
vaccination quality is such 
that it is possible to use the 

technology for all eggs at 
the hatchery.
Training breeds confi-
dence

Training is crucial for 
successful operation, as is 
ensuring buy-in from pro-
ducers who may be unfa-
miliar with the technology, 
Mr Abbott said.

Zoetis field service spe-
cialists have tended to be 
trained on the device in 
person, but the COVID-19 
pandemic has hastened 
moves toward interactive 
remote training. 

GoPro cameras and other 
audio visual equipment 
have been invaluable in 
this, while Microsoft Ho-
loLens smart glasses have 
been used to get a first-per-
son view inside hatcheries 
during installations.

Knowledgeable and 
equipped field staff is one 
thing but making sure 
those operating the devices 
day-to-day are using them 
to their optimum potential 
is another.

“Our technicians who 
give the customer training 
are probably the most criti-
cal part in ensuring success 
in the market,” Mr Abbott 
said.

“If the customers aren’t 
trained or they don’t retain 
it, they likely won’t oper-
ate or follow best practices 
correctly. 

“The result of improper 
training may mean they’re 
not going to get the results 
that the device is capable of 
delivering.”

To help ensure compli-
ance with best practices, 
there are further remind-
ers provided in the form 
of instructional placards, 
documents and diagrams 
installed on hatchery 
walls.
Comprehensive service 
prolongs device life

Managing a complex and 
nuanced process such as 
the vaccination of devel-
oping birds always raises 
questions from time to 
time and continuous cus-
tomer support allows for 
any issues to be addressed 
promptly, Mr Pruengpan-
yanont said.

Technical support is aid-
ed by a preventative and 
proactive approach to the 
maintenance of the devices, 
which can involve replac-
ing parts before they may 
cause a fault and so avoid 
any unnecessary downtime 

in operations. 
Biological support is also 

essential in ensuring con-
fidence. 

As an example, if a cus-
tomer is unsure of hatch 
results, eggs are opened to 
carry out residue analysis – 
a deep examination of the 
root cause of any problems.

The full-service approach 
not only helps ensure suc-
cessful vaccination of 
flocks but also contributes 
to the longevity of the in 
ovo machinery on produc-
tion sites.

“If the device is regularly 
serviced and customers 
follow best practices and 
processes, it’s going to be 
a well-performing machine 
for a long time,” Mr Abbot 
said, noting that in the US 
where 99 percent of broiler 
chicks are vaccinated in 
ovo, customers have devic-
es that are still running well 
after 20-plus years.

“This may seem like a 
complex process to sup-
port, but the investment is 
worthwhile, as evidenced 
by the fact that two-thirds 
of broiler eggs globally 
are now vaccinated in ovo, 
with this figure expected to 
continue growing.” 
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MORE COVERAGE 
OF PIX/AMC 2022 
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> European quality construction
> Cage free conversions
> Aviaries for free range and cage free houses
> Aviary pullet rearing systems
> Total turn key project solutions available
> Tailored finance available

To find out more contact Bruno Pimenta. 
email: bruno.pimenta@agcocorp.com 
tel: 0476 760 240 

www.poultryequipment.com

DON’T WING IT!
TRUST A WORLD LEADER IN COMMERCIAL EGG SOLUTIONS.
NOW IN AUSTRALIA.

WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE – TECNO POULTRY EQUIPMENT  
IS A WORLD LEADER IN PROVIDING COMMERCIAL EGG SOLUTIONS. 

Generations of knowledge and experience go into the design and 
manufacture of Tecno Poultry equipment. Technical innovation, European 
materials and quality control ensure a high value product. This provides the 
farmer with the best tools and support to achieve good stock management, 
profitability and growth. 

Tecno offers cutting-edge solutions for commercial egg farmers. Supporting 
the customer throughout the full production cycle. Utilising automated 
feeding, nesting, drinking, egg collection and environment controls.

GRAIN & PROTEIN
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