
THE past couple of 
months were incred-
ibly busy for both 
NSW agriculture and 
the egg industry alike. 

The recent weeks saw 
the return of the Labor 
Government to power, 
and the NSW Farm-
ers Association and the 
Egg Committee wel-
comes the new Min-
ister for Agriculture, 
Regional and Western 
NSW Tara Moriarty. 

NSW Farmers was 
able to secure several 
commitments from La-
bor in response to our 
election platform and 
during our regional 
debate series, and we 
look forward to work-
ing with the new state 
government to secure 
outcomes for our mem-
bers. 

Labor’s commitments 
include a legislated 
agriculture commis-
sioner, a $670 million 
emergency repair fund 
for regional roads, a 
legislated biosecurity 
commissioner, a good 
neighbour program 
for properties adjoin-
ing public land and 

100 additional staff for 
the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service.

Over the past 
2022/2023 term, the 
NSW Farmers Egg 
Committee has been 
focusing on a range of 
key priorities. 

The committee has 
been progressing in-
teraction with indus-
try and government 
on a balanced animal 
welfare regulatory 
framework in NSW 
that supports commer-
cial animal production 
through the Standards 
and Guidelines for An-
imal Welfare - Poultry 
reform process. 

We continue to raise 
concerns on perching 
requirements and work 
health and safety con-
cerns, retroactive fit-
ting, and the need for 
compensation pack-
ages to assist farm-
ers with the transition 
from caged egg pro-
duction by 2046. 

In addition to this, 
another key priority 
for the committee has 
been ensuring indus-
try biosecurity and 
food safety integrity 

is maintained.
This is done through 

advocating for the 
creation of regulatory 
framework, which re-
quires a consistent 
biosecurity and food 
safety standard for all 
industry participants – 
irrespective of size or 
production system. 

The first Food Stand-
ards Australia New 
Zealand meeting for 
the review of the Pri-
mary Production and 
Processing Stand-
ard for Egg and Egg 
Product was held on 
March 1, 2023 with the 
committee chair Brett 
Langfield attending. 

It was a construc-
tive meeting with the 
majority of states rep-
resented and we look 
forward to further par-
ticipation with FZANZ 
in later meetings to 
represent producers’ 
interests. 

With COVID-19 orig-
inally delaying the re-
view of the 2015 Food 
Regulation, a commit-
tee priority has also 
been to engage with 
the NSW Food Au-
thority on the review 
over the past year. 

Feedback was pro-
vided through the Egg 
Industry Consultative 
Committee on the need 
for a consistent regula-
tory framework for all 
industry participants. 

The review is expect-
ed to be finalised no 
earlier than mid-2023 
and the Egg Commit-
tee looks forward to 
seeing the final review 
once completed. 

The NSW Farmers 
Egg Committee is ex-
tremely grateful for 
the engagement had 
with Egg Farmers of  
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Commissioner for Modern Manufacturing NSW Lisa Emerson discussed her vision for man-
ufacturing in the state at a recent event.

Meeting Commissioner for Modern Manufacturing
IN 2022, the NSW 
Government released 
its report ‘Making it in 
NSW’, which heralded 
the critical point in 
time for modern manu-
facturing in NSW. 

The Modern Manu-
facturing Strategy is a 
major reset for what is 
now possible with tech-
nology, capability, vi-
sion and commitment 
to building a strong 
manufacturing base, 
particularly in regional 
areas. 

Recently, NSW Mod-
ern Manufacturing 
Commissioner Lisa 
Emerson visited Ar-
midale, with a view to 
exploring what else we 
can make in regional 
NSW and how can we 
best support new and 
existing business? 

This event was com-
plemented by a panel 
session, which included 
a number of people 
representing businesses 
in the region that are 
already experiencing 
growth.

Panellists included 
Anita Kauffmann, 
founder of Red 8, Bill 
Mitchell, founder of 
Optiweigh, Scot Mac-

Donald of Costa To-
matoes Guyra, Mark 
Sterbic from SMaRT@
UNSW, and Tung Ta 
from FPT Software. 

The purpose of the 
NSW Commissioner 
for Modern Manufac-
turing is to drive in-
novation and growth in 
the manufacturing sec-
tor in the state of NSW. 

The commissioner is 
responsible for develop-
ing and implementing 
strategies that promote 
the growth of advanced 
manufacturing in NSW, 
with a particular fo-
cus on industries such 
as aerospace, defence, 
medical technology 
and renewable energy. 

In addition to attend-
ing the event, I was able 
to meet one on one with 
the commissioner to 

discuss the importance 
of manufacturing in the 
Australian poultry in-
dustry. 

I couldn’t help point 
out that we were miss-
ing from the focus ar-
eas that the commis-
sioner had highlighted 
and that manufacturing 
in Australia’s agricul-
ture sector was worth 
investing in. 

Lisa was unaware 
of the poultry indus-
try and was definitely 
keen to hear about how 
manufacturing plays a 
role, with the potential 
to support the industry 
further. 

She was particularly 
interested in the role 
Poultry Hub Australia 
plays in supporting 
the industry through 
education, training and 

research, as the com-
missioner works close-
ly with industry stake-
holders, research insti-
tutions and government 
agencies to identify op-
portunities for growth 
and investment in the 
manufacturing sector. 

Her team also pro-
vides advice and sup-
port to businesses 
looking to expand or 
improve their manu-
facturing capabilities, 
and looks to promote 
collaboration between 
industry and academia 
to drive innovation. 

The event was a great 
success and highlights 
the benefits of creat-
ing a vibrant and sus-
tainable manufacturing 
industry that can com-
pete on a global scale 
and provide high qual-
ity jobs and economic 
benefits for Australia.

Finally, I would like 
to invite you to save the 
date for the 2023 Ideas 
Exchange. 

This year Ideas Ex-
change will be held in 
Adelaide on October 
17-18, 2023. 

We look forward to 
bringing you more de-
tails soon. 

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

NSW Farmers Egg Committee update

NSW Farmers Egg Committee chair Brett 
Langfield and Egg Farmers of Australia chair 
and director for NSW Bede Burke. * continued P2
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AUSTRALIA’S econo-
my benefited from poul-
try farm production last 
year by $3.149 billion. 

Needless to say, Agri-
Futures Australia is do-
ing all it can to propel 
this value in the future 
via significant invest-
ments in research, devel-
opment and extension.

These investments, 
outlined in the Agri-
Futures Chicken Meat 
Program RD&E Plan 
2022-2027, are current-
ly being championed 
by stakeholders who 
share a vision to im-
prove the chicken meat 
industry’s long-term 
sustainability, produc-

tivity and viability.
One such champion is 

Caleb Wellard, a Deakin 
University PhD student 
who was recently award-
ed the Gary Sansom 
Scholarship for 2023 to 
support his research into 
chicken embryo devel-
opment.

Caleb’s research is fo-
cused on discovering 
the impact and effect of 
circadian rhythm – the 
natural internal process 
that regulates the sleep-
wake cycle – on avian 
embryo development. 

Early embryonic life 
is a sensitive period for 
a developing chick and, 
according to Caleb, dur-

ing this time the embryo 
can be influenced by ex-
ternal cues, which can 
have a harmful impact 
on their development.

An important outcome 
of the research will be 
to see if the welfare of 
chicks can be improved 
by replicating natural 
environmental cues to 
shorten the hatching 
window.

“Hatch windows can 
last anywhere from 24 
to 48 hours, so reduc-
ing the time that those 
chicks have to wait to 
be taken out of the in-
cubator and then moved 
to an area where there’s 
food and water is quite 
important,” Caleb said.

“Naturally, birds 
would time their hatch-
ing with those natural 
environmental cues, so 
we’re hoping to replicate 
that in the lab.

“Adding lighting cues 
to the incubators will 
not only have a positive 
effect on the hatch win-
dow but will also im-
pact the chicks after they 
hatch, so there could be 
some benefits in terms 
of how they grow or how 
they behave.”

Caleb’s research is 
three-phased and will 
be used to form a fun-
damental test of the 
role of light, dark and 
temperature cycles for 
avian embryonic devel-
opment and develop-

ment after it hatches.
As part of the Gary 

Sansom Scholarship, 
Caleb has been provided 
an industry mentor to 
guide him through his 
research and help him 
establish a career path 
within the industry.

Turosi Food Solutions 
poultry researcher Mat-
thew Hilliar is Caleb’s 
industry mentor. 

He said the biggest 
threats to the poultry in-
dustry currently are eco-
nomic, environmental, 
health and welfare re-
lated concerns, and that 
Caleb’s research would 
be an important stepping 
stone for the industry to 
build a more sustainable 
and viable future.

“The fact that this pro-
ject is using environ-
mental stimuli to try and 
sync up the hatch win-
dow is something that 
is very easy to imple-
ment, and it could have a 
profound outcome,” Mr 
Hilliar said.

Established in honour 
of the late Gary San-
som, a prominent leader 
in the industry and a 
strong advocate for en-
couraging new talent, 
the Gary Sansom Schol-
arship seeks to identify 
and nurture high-quality 
students who have a pas-
sion for the chicken meat 
industry.

The scholarship will 
provide Caleb with up 

to $35,000 in funding to 
support his research pro-
ject, the opportunity to 
attend poultry industry 
conferences and partici-
pate in poultry industry 
activities.

After completing his 
studies, the AgriFutures 
Chicken Meat Program 
will also assist Caleb to 
build contacts with in-
dustry stakeholders and 
will provide networking 
opportunities to help 
him forge a successful 
career.

By supporting the next 
generation of chicken 
meat industry leaders, 
the Gary Sansom Schol-
arship aims to uphold 
Mr Sansom’s vision of 
a respected and valued 
industry that contributes 
to the Australian com-
munity. 

For more informa-
tion, visit, agrifutures.
com.au/rural-industries/
chicken-meat 
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Quarantined turkey poults nearly ready to fly the coop
Biosecurity-cleared turkey poults hatched at 
DAFF’s state-of-the-art avian facility. 

Staff will care for the poults during their mandatory 13-week stay in 
quarantine.

AUSTRALIA’S state-
of-the-art avian quaran-
tine facility is filling the 
role of midwife to nearly 
3000 turkey poults in 
Victoria.

The team at the De-
partment of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry’s 
Post Entry Quarantine 
facility in Mickleham 
together with industry 
experts have nurtured 
2900 turkey eggs from 
Canada during their 
minimum 13-week 
quarantine period.

All poultry including 
chicken, ducks and tur-
keys can only be import-
ed as fertile hatching 
eggs and are required 
to be hatched under bi-
osecurity conditions in 
Australia to ensure they 

do not carry any exotic 
diseases, such as highly 
pathogenic avian influ-
enza.

The poults were 
hatched from fertile eggs 
imported by a Victorian 
breeder who worked 
with the department to 
manage the birds’ bios-
ecurity risk to Australia. 

The importer provided 
expert staff to ensure the 
poults were monitored 
around-the-clock in the 
first few days following 
hatching.

During their time at 
the quarantine facility, 
the poults will be tested 
for biosecurity diseases 
– such as highly patho-
genic avian influenza – 
before they are released 
to their owner.

Department of Agri-
culture, Fisheries and 
Forestry deputy sec-
retary biosecurity and 
compliance Dr Chris 
Locke said imported 
eggs provide genetic 
diversity in breeding 
stock, critical for the 
growth of the Australian 
poultry industry.

“Our import require-
ments are rigorous with 
imports only accepted 
from countries that can 
certify freedom from 
HPAI, or from coun-
tries that have approved 
compartment schemes 
or zoning arrangements 
with Australia to avoid 
the risk of biosecurity 
concerns from imported 
eggs,” Dr Locke said.

“These poults have 

been the beneficiary 
of an excellent col-
laboration between our 
technical staff based 
in Canberra as well as 
biosecurity officers and 
department vets at PEQ 
and industry.

“Our biosecurity team 
at PEQ has worked 
closely with breeders 
and industry to ensure 
poultry imports arrive 
and leave our care in the 
best possible condition 
and we thank our part-
ners for working with 
us to ensure pests and 
diseases such as HPAI 
stay out of Australia.”

The turkeys are ex-
pected to grow up to 5kg 
in weight during their 
stay at PEQ and will 
only be released if test 

results show no evidence 
of disease.

The poults will be the 
grandparents of birds 
that will be bred for tur-
key meat. 

Each consignment of 
birds compromises dif-
ferent genetic lines that 
have highly specific de-
sirable traits that will be 
expertly bred together 
by the importer to pro-
duce a bird specific for 
Australian conditions 
and the Australian mar-
ket.

Avian influenza has 
been Australia’s most 
frequently occur-
ring emergency ani-
mal disease, with eight 
outbreaks in Austral-
ian poultry farms since 
1976. 

Sleep cycle of three billion dollar birds matters

Egg Committee update
Australia and Aus-
tralian Eggs in pro-
moting our industry 
and mitigating risks 
to industry reputation. 

With increasing 
regulatory and cost 
of production pres-
sures, it is impera-
tive that industry 
unites, and we look 
forward to fostering 
these ongoing rela-
tionships. 

The NSW Farm-
ers egg section an-
nual general meet-
ing will be held on 

July 17 this year and 
we hope to have as 
many producers in 
the room as possible. 

It is a fantastic op-
portunity to catch 
up with other like-
minded producers 
and hear about what 
has been happening 
across NSW. 

NSW Farmers’ 
annual conference 
will be held from 
July 18-20 this year, 
with more details to 
come. 
Bede Burke and 
Brett Langfield

* from P1

Caleb Wellard, 
recently awarded 
the Gary Sansom 
Scholarship for 2023.
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HAVING laid my eggs 
on the line, so to speak, 
when I advocated eggs 
from hens on pasture at 
best or free range at least 
rather than eggs from 
caged hens last month, I 
subsequently digested a 
February published US 
report into the pros and 
cons of caged versus free 
range. 

The project, ‘The effect 
of housing environment 
on commercial brown 
egg layer production, 
USDA grade and USDA 
size distribution’, was 
conducted at North Car-
olina State University’s 
Prestage Department of 
Poultry Science College 
of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences by Benjamin 
N Alig, Peter R Ferket, 
Ramon D Malheiros and 

Kenneth E Anderson.
Essentially, the study 

aimed to determine dif-
ferences in production 
from brown egg layers 
in various housing envi-
ronments to better un-
derstand how these hens 
responded. 

The authors found that 
commercial brown egg 
layers had optimum per-
formance parameters in 
extensive environments 
such as free-range, 
whereas brown egg lay-
ers in intensive environ-
ments, such as barren 
colony cages, did not 
perform well. 

“This information 
shows us that it is ill-
advised to house brown 
egg layers in conven-
tional cages or barren 
colony cages, as these 
hens performed better 
in environments with 
enrichments such as en-
riched colony cages or 
the free-range environ-
ment,” they said.

Consumer demand for 

retail cage-free eggs is 
driving the layer indus-
try towards greater use 
of extensive housing en-
vironments. 

However, there had 
been limited research on 
how these environments 
affected egg production 
characteristics of brown 
egg layers. 

Hence, five housing en-
vironments were evalu-
ated under typical indus-
try conditions, including 
conventional cages, en-
richable colony cages, 
enriched colony cages, 
cage-free and free-range. 

Three different brown 
egg laying strains were 
housed in the different 
housing environments 
and managed according 
to standard husbandry 
practices and stocking 
densities. 

Data collection began 
at 17 weeks of age, with 
a base period of 28 days 
for feed weigh backs and 
egg quality assessments. 

Housing environment 
had a highly significant 
(p < 0.0001) effect on 
all egg production char-
acteristics measured, in-
cluding egg production 
rates (percent hen-day 
and percent hen-housed), 
feed consumption 
(grams per bird per day), 
feed conversion (egg 
grams per feed grams), 
and mortality rate (per-
cent), as well as percent 
grade A, B, and loss. 

Previous research re-
vealed better egg pro-
duction metrics for white 
egg layers in caged envi-
ronments than extensive 

environments. 
In contrast, the re-

searchers observed 
brown egg layers had 
optimum production re-
sults for the free-range 
housing environments 
and the poorest perfor-
mance in enrichable 
colony cages. 

Recently, pressure from 
some consumer interest 
groups and subsequent 
governmental regula-
tion constraints caused 
the US egg industry to 
conform to animal wel-
fare demands and adopt 
alternatives to the con-
ventional cage house 
systems. 

States such as Califor-
nia have banned sale of 
eggs from standard cage 
systems within their 
state’s borders. 

As an alternative, farm-
ers in California now 
must exclusively use 
cage-free and free range 
environments and other 
states now favour colony 
cages and cage-free. 

Further, it has been 
shown that consumers 
are becoming more in-
terested in buying eggs 
produced in alternative 
housing systems, espe-
cially brown eggs, than 
they were previously. 

Also, many US fast-
food chains and large 
grocery retailers have 
committed to using only 
eggs from alternative 
housing systems in the 
future. 

Regardless of de-
mand for these hous-
ing systems, alternative  
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Colourful caged hens debate

Locally, we can enjoy pasture-fed free range eggs such as these from 
brown Chookinup hens at Nannup in Western Australia’s southwest.

So, what’s the pecking order with brown and white layer hens? 
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RESEARCHERS at 
the University of Sas-
katchewan’s Western 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine are working 
to develop a vaccine 
for necrotic enteritis, 
a devastating disease 
that causes enormous 
financial losses for 
poultry producers.

Necrotic enteritis, 
an intestinal disease 
caused by the bacteria 
clostridium perfringens, 
primarily affects broil-
er chickens – poultry 
raised for meat – at a 
young age when their 
immune systems are 
immature. 

The disease causes the 
death of their intesti-
nal lining and severely 
compromises their 
health.

One of the most com-
mon infectious diseases 
of poultry, necrotic en-
teritis has a significant 
economic impact on the 
poultry industry.

University of Sas-
katchewan Western 
College of Veterinary 
Medicine PhD student 
Hemlata Gautam said: 
“Every year necrotic 
enteritis costs the global 
poultry industry $5 bil-
lion to $6 billion be-
cause of reductions in 
performance and the 
cost of disease treat-
ment.”

Though necrotic en-
teritis had been previ-
ously controlled by add-
ing antibiotics to poul-
try feed, Canada and 
several other countries 
voluntarily stopped the 
practice of adding pre-
ventive antibiotic drugs 
in feed. 

That move was done 
in response to consumer 
preferences and to work 
toward reducing anti-
microbial resistance.

However, withdrawing 

antibiotics has caused a 
re-emergence of necrot-
ic enteritis, and multi-
ple predisposing factors 
make it difficult to con-
trol the disease without 
their use.

Working with Dr Su-
santha Gomis – a pro-
fessor in the WCVM’s 
Department of Veteri-
nary Pathology – Hem-
lata Gautam and other 
researchers are focused 
on understanding the 
mechanisms of necrotic 
enteritis so they can de-
velop prevention strate-
gies and establish cost-
effective alternatives for 
poultry producers.

“We are trying to de-
velop prevention strate-
gies such as vaccination 
and probiotic use while 
considering all aspects 
of the disease,” Ms 
Gautam said.

Developing prevention 
methods that allow pro-
ducers to protect their 
poultry from infection 
without affecting public 
health isn’t an easy task. 

In order for the re-
searchers to study the 
clinical aspects of the 
disease, they first need-
ed to develop an ani-
mal model that would 
consistently respond to 
infection in the same 
way a bird in the field 
would respond.

Developing an animal 
model was a difficult 
job that demonstrated 
the complexity of the 
disease and the factors 
that had to be taken into 
account while generat-
ing new control strate-
gies. 

Ms Gautam and the 
research team spent a 
year performing live 
animal trials before 
they successfully devel-
oped an animal model 
for the disease.

“Through our animal 
trials, we understood 

that the disease could 
only be reproduced 
consistently in the lab 
after considering all of 
the factors together,” 
Ms Gautam said. 

She added that they 
had to consider multi-
ple factors, such as the 
strain of the bacteria 
and the bird’s immune 
status.

The group eventu-
ally produced a model 
where the birds were 
first infected with a vi-
rus that weakened their 
immune system and 
made them more sus-
ceptible to infection by 
clostridium perfringens. 

Once the birds were 
exposed to the bacteria, 
they consistently devel-
oped a clinical infection 
similar to that which 
would occur in a poul-
try barn.

While the researchers 
were able to replicate 
the disease for research 
purposes, their next 
challenge lies in fully 
understanding how 
clostridium perfringens 
infects poultry and 
causes its devastating 
effects.

Though they have 
identified various tox-
ins released by the bac-
teria and can see their 
effects in the intestine, 
the scientists are still 
working to understand 
the infection mecha-
nism of the disease so 
they can use that infor-
mation to develop pre-
vention strategies.

It’s not an easy task, 
and Ms Gautam pointed 
out that the difficulty 
of determining ways 
to prevent necrotic en-
teritis exemplifies the 

challenge of producing 
healthy animals without 
using antimicrobials to 
prevent disease.

“The development of a 
prevention strategy has 
limitations, not only on 
cost but also on labour 
and instrumentation,” 
she said. 

“The prevention tech-
nique has to be practi-
cally implementable in 
the field. 

“This practical aspect 
does put constraints 
and consideration in re-
search activity. 

“Our lab is completely 
acquainted with poul-
try field conditions in 
Canada and is working 
towards providing prac-
tical and affordable so-
lutions for producers.” 

University of Sas-
katchewan

While the researchers were able to replicate 
necrotic enteritis for research purposes, their 
next challenge lies in fully understanding how 
clostridium perfringens infects poultry and 
causes its devastating effects.

Success in replicating poultry disease key to prevention

NEXT GENERATION 25-OH-D3

Because a little 
healthy competition 

never hurts

Discover more at www.becfeed.com.au 

housing systems are 
more expensive to 
manage than conven-
tional cage systems 
commonly used in the 
egg industry. 

As housing systems 
become less intensive 
and more extensive, 
they require more la-
bour and therefore are 
more costly to oper-
ate. 

However, eggs from 
extensive housing 
systems can often be 
sold for higher prices 
due to consumer de-
mand, which offsets 
the higher production 
costs compared with 
conventional cage 
systems.

Having originally 
hypothesised that 
hens in the conven-
tional cage and free 
range environments 
would produce su-
perior production 
characteristics, the 

researchers found that 
hens from the conven-
tional cage environ-
ment had poorer pro-
duction metrics.

They also observed 
that free range en-
vironments enjoyed 
superior production 
parameters, indicat-
ing that access to high 
fibre forage from the 
range, natural sun-
light from the range 
and enrichments in 
the house can benefit 
the overall production 
of brown egg layers.

Note that last year, 
the Australian Gov-
ernment committed 
to phasing out bat-
tery cages for hens 
by 2036, a 14-year 
lead time for a reform 
that followed seven 
years of negotiation 
with the egg industry 
to update the animal 
welfare standards and 
guidelines for poultry. 

Colourful cage debate
* from P4

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
http://www.becfeed.com.au
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THE Australian 
Chicken Meat Federa-
tion is proud to share 
the results of the latest 
national survey of an-
timicrobial resistance 
in Australian meat 
chickens. 

Pleasingly, the report 
on the survey found 
that resistance to an-
timicrobials – and 
particularly to anti-
microbials that are of 
critical importance to 
human health – re-
mains low, consistent 
with the findings of 
the previous survey 
published in 2018. 

Importantly, there 
was an overall de-
crease in the preva-
lence of AMR in this 
study when compared 
with the previous. 

Over the past few 
decades, the Austral-
ian chicken meat in-
dustry has participated 
in several properly de-
signed and nationally 
representative surveys 
for antimicrobial re-
sistance in bacteria in 
chickens and chicken 
meat products. 

In particular, two 
large-scale surveys 
have been completed 
in the past five years. 

The report on the 
first of these – un-
dertaken in collabo-
ration with the then 
Australian Govern-
ment’s Department of 
Agriculture and Water 
Resources, with fund-
ing from the Animal 
Biosecurity and Re-
sponse Reform Pro-
gram – was published 
on ACMF’s website in 
2018. 

The survey repre-
sented the most com-
prehensive data set 
to that point on the 
level of AMR found in 
bacteria in Australian 
meat chicken flocks. 

The most recent sur-
vey was completed in 
2022. 

It was funded by the 

Australian Govern-
ment’s Department of 
Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Forestry and Ag-
riFutures Australia. 

Murdoch Univer-
sity’s Antimicrobial 
Resistance and Infec-
tious Diseases Labo-
ratory lead researcher 
Professor Sam Abra-
ham said that this 
was pioneering and 
exciting Australian re-
search that used inter-
nationally recognised 
methods in AMR sur-
veillance, along with 
cutting edge robotics, 
mass spectrometry 
and genomics plat-
forms.

The results of the 
previous survey were 
published in a num-
ber of peer-reviewed 
journal papers, and we 
look forward to see-
ing published papers 
from the 2022 report 
in future.

The results of both 
surveys show that the 
Australian chicken 
meat industry is in 
an enviable position 
globally with low and 
improved levels of 
AMR and important-
ly, low levels of resist-
ance to antimicrobials 
that are priorities for 
use in human health. 

By participating in 
surveys such as this, 
Australia’s chicken 
meat industry gains 
valuable feedback 
on the effectiveness 
of its antimicrobial 
stewardship efforts to 
reduce, refine and re-
place the use of anti-
biotics.

The ACMF would 
like to thank DAFF 
and AgriFutures Aus-
tralia for funding 
this comprehensive 
and valuable piece of 
work, and antimicro-
bial resistance and 
infectious diseases 
expert Professor Sam 
Abraham for driving 
it. 

Rodenticide  
solutions for  
every situation...

Distributed by

www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au

For more information, visit pest-control.basf.com.au 
or contact CCD Animal Health on 1300 791 009  
ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au

ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2023 ® Registered trademark of BASF.  213735 04.2023

� Selontra® Soft Bait will deliver outstanding 
control even under high pest pressure while 
protecting non-target animals wherever  
they might be at risk.

� Storm® Secure remains as cost-effective, 
durable and dependable as ever and 
Storm® Soft Bait offers the same potency 
with a new level of palatability.

Storm   Soft Bait

Egg production better in extensive environments
THERE are ongoing 
concerns about the 
welfare of egg laying 
hens in conventional 
cages. 

Demand for cage-
free eggs is driving 
egg producers to 
consider alternative 
egg production sys-
tems.

The study, ‘The ef-
fect of housing envi-
ronment on commer-
cial brown egg layer 
production, USDA 
grade and USDA 
size distribution’ 
conducted in the US, 
reports to be the first 
controlled replicated 
study to evaluate egg 
production across 
different layer hen 
housing systems. 

Hens of three dif-
ferent brown egg lay-
ing strains were allo-
cated to five differ-
ent housing systems: 

• Conventional cag-
es – 12 hens per 40.6 
x 50.8 x 121.9cm 
cage/516sq cm per 
bird

• Barren colony 
cages – 31 birds per 
53.3 x 66 x 243.8cm 
cage/516sq cm per 
bird

• Enriched colony 
cages – as for CS 
but with nest boxes, 
roosts and a scratch-
ing area

• Cage free – 60 
birds per 2.43 x 
3.05m pen/1141sq 
cm per bird

• Free range – simi-

lar to CF with indoor 
stocking density of 
1141sq cm per bird 
plus access to a 18.3 
x 18.3m outdoor pad-
dock. 

Birds were man-
aged according to 
industry practices. 

For observation 
periods of 28 days 
each, beginning at 
week 17 and end-
ing at week 92 of 
age, parameters were 
monitored including 
egg production rates, 
feed conversion effi-
ciency, egg size and 
grade, and mortality 
rate.

Overall, optimum 
production was 
achieved in free-
range housing envi-

ronments with en-
riched colony cages 
having the poorest 
performance.

While FR hens 
took longer to reach 
peak egg production, 
they had the high-
est hen-housed egg 
production rate, laid 
the heaviest eggs and 
maintained greater 
persistency of egg 
production. 

Improved produc-
tion in the FR sys-
tem may be due to 
delayed sexual ma-
turity, better repro-
ductive development 
and opportunity to 
forage for more nu-
trients in the outdoor 
range. 

Feed conversion ef-

ficiency in FR hens 
increased over time 
and overall, FR and 
CF hens had higher 
efficiency compared 
to CC hens. 

FR and CF hens 
laid the most grade 
A eggs and lost the 
least eggs, possibly 
due to gentler nest-
ing material. 

CC laid the fewest 
extra-large eggs. 

ECS hens had high-
est hen mortality 
rate, 36.9 percent, 
and FR had the low-
est mortality rate, 6.7 
percent.

To view the report 
in full, visit www.
m d p i . c o m / 2 0 7 6 -
2615/13/4/694 
RSPCA

AMR in Aussie chicken 
meat remains low

The recent national survey used internation-
ally recognised methods in AMR surveillance, 
including cutting edge robotics, mass spec-
trometry and genomics platforms.

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
http://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/13/4/694
http://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/13/4/694
http://www.mdpi.com/2076-2615/13/4/694
http://www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
mailto:ccdsales@ccdanimalhealth.com.au
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Perform efficiently
with confidence

Poultry feed can amount to 70% of your overall 
production costs. Efficient nutrient utilization 
in your flock ensures healthy development, 
boosts productivity and improves performance. 
By improving efficiency and sustainability, we 
at DSM help drive your flock’s performance and 
your profitability with confidence.

If not us, who? If not now, when?  
WE MAKE IT POSSIBLE

www.dsm.com/anh

Follow us on:

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
http://www.dsm.com/anh
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AFTER a Sydney 
company’s applica-
tion to produce quail, 
Australia’s food reg-
ulator is deciding 
whether laboratory-
grown meat can be 
sold to consumers.

In a Sydney ware-
house, with no ani-
mals, producers 
are trying to grow 
enough meat to feed 
tens of millions of 
people a year – scien-
tists are growing the 
‘cultured’ meat from 
cells.

However, it is cur-
rently illegal to sell 
cell-based meat in 
Australia.

In the first cultured 
meat application be-

ing assessed by the 
food regulator, this is 
something Vow Foods 
wants to change, with 
a bid to grow quail for 
consumers.

In its application to 
Food Standards Aus-
tralia New Zealand, 
the company wrote, 
“The conclusion that 
Vow-cultured quail is 
safe for human con-
sumption is based on 
a thorough safety as-
sessment.”

Sydney based start-
up Vow Foods has 
global ambitions, 
aiming to produce 
hundreds of thou-
sands of tonnes of 
meat by 2030.

Vow Foods co-

founder and chief ex-
ecutive officer George 
Peppou said, “By the 
end of the decade, we 
want to be produc-
ing on a similar or-
der of magnitude to 
the Australian beef 
industry, to export to 
global markets.” 

Why quail? 
“It’s easy to grow 

for one and tastes re-
ally good,” Mr Pep-
pou said.

Vow has its eye on 
seafood and other 
game animals too.

“We’re not making 
beef or lamb or pork 
or chicken – we’re 
basically inventing 
new forms of meat 
that solve problems 
that animals can’t,” 
he said.

“We have a long way 
to scale until we’re 
even producing as 
much as a medium-
sized commercial 
farm.

“What we’re doing 
is so difficult, it’s al-
most not worth being 
anything other than 
ambitious.”

With plans to in-
crease production 
from tens of kilo-
grams of meat a day 
to 200kg a week by 
June, ambitious may 
be an understatement.

However, Vow’s 
plans are not without 
opposition.

NSW Farmers As-
sociation said there 
were genuine con-
cerns about the safety 
of synthetic food – 
often publicised as a 
replacement for natu-
ral food.

Head of policy and 
advocacy Annabel 
Johnson said, “We’re 
talking about what’s 
real – food grown by 
farmers – and the ar-
tificial ‘alternative’ 
that’s grown by a sci-
entist.”

“People need to 
know that the food 
they’re feeding their 
families is safe, and 
certainly the natural 
foods farmers have 
grown for thousands 
of years are safe to 
eat,” Ms Johnson said.

Industry research 
body Meat and Live-
stock Australia also 
has major reserva-
tions about both cell-
based and plant-based 
industries.

Managing director 
Jason Strong said: “I 
think the issue we 
broadly have is that 
they promote them-
selves dishonestly by 
denigrating our prod-
ucts – by criticising 
the environmental 
credentials, nutrition-
al values, sustainabil-
ity of our products –
with either no facts or 
unfounded claims.”

Mr Peppou said the 
opposition to cell-
based meat is in part 
driven by Australia’s 
deep cultural links 
with farming.

“Anything new 
tends to be met with 
resistance and we’re 
no exception to that,” 
Mr Peppou said.

“I’m sure there will 
be objections.

“Fortunately, the 
food regulator is re-
ally only interested 
in risk assessment of 
a food and does that 
present a risk to hu-
man health.”

Globally, the cell-
based meat industry 
is gaining pace.

In 2020, Singapore 
became the first 
country to allow lab-
grown meat to be sold 
to consumers.

Then in November 
2022, the US Food 
and Drug Adminis-
trator gave approval 
for living cells from 
chickens to be used to 
grow food, while oth-
er countries including 
Japan have indicated 
support for cell-based 
meat.

The public will be 
able to make submis-
sions to the Austral-
ian food regulator 
from August 2023 
and, if approved, the 
product could be on 
the shelves by mid-
2024. 
First appeared on 
SBS News

CONTACT YOUR ZOETIS REPRESENTATIVE TO LEARN HOW POULVAC ST CAN  
HELP YOUR OPERATION EXPERIENCE MORE   |   1800 814 883

1 Data on file, Study report No. 04-16-7ADMI ZL1456

IMPACT SALMONELLA NUMBERS
BEFORE THEY IMPACT YOURS. 
What doesn’t get into your operation, won’t hurt you. Poulvac® ST aids
in reducing Salmonella levels1. Discover the benefits of Poulvac® ST
and help give Salmonella the boot.

Scientists versus farmers – lab-grown meat could soon be legally sold in 
Australia, but it’s not without opposition.

Cell-cultured chicken nuggets at Singapore restaurant, Madame Fan. 
Photo: GOOD Meat Facebook

Lab-grown meat on shelves in Australian 
supermarkets as early as 2024

Vow Foods co-founder and chief executive 
officer George Peppou.

http://www.poultrynews.com.au


National Poultry Newspaper, May 2023 – Page 9www.poultrynews.com.au

Join the NPN email list to receive  
your FREE monthly digital paper!

Sign up at www.poultrynews.com.au

Kemin announces new appointment
WE are happy to an-
nounce that Greg Heen-
ey has joined Kemin in 
a newly created role of 
Sales Manager – Mo-
nogastric and Milling, 
based in Australia. 

This is an exciting de-
velopment in the growth 
of Kemin Australia, 
where we are poised to 
seize further regional 
opportunities across the 
country.

After working with 
major international ani-
mal health companies 
previously in various 

roles across Australia, 
and more recently in the 
organic mineral space, 
Greg is already well 
connected to many of 
our customers and in-
dustry partners.

Greg has an interest 
in animal nutrition and, 
to further reinforce his 
knowledge and career, 
has recently graduated 

from the University of 
New England Armi-
dale with a certificate 
in Agriculture, Animal 
Science.

Greg is looking for-
ward to being part of  

Kemin’s global network 
and the opportunities 
that will arise to transfer 
his extensive knowledge 
and research to his local 
customer base.

Being based in Mel-
bourne, geographi-
cally this is a good fit 
for Kemin, as many of 
our key customers have 
operations based in the 
region. 

© Kemin Industries, Inc. and its group of companies 2022. All rights reserved. ® ™ Trademarks of Kemin Industries, Inc., U.S.A.
Certain statements may not be applicable in all geographic regions. Product labeling and associated claims may differ based upon regulatory requirements. www.kemin.com

Kemin (Australia) Pty. Limited
Phone
Email

:  +61 2 9844 5700
:  australia@kemin.com /

trina.parker@kemin.com

Safely protect your raw materials, feed mill, feed, transport, 

and storage from Salmonella contamination with Sal CURB™.  

Trust Kemin and Sal CURB™ to become a key part of your 

comprehensive pathogen control programme. 

KEMIN SALMONELLA CONTROL PROGRAMME

Sal CURB™ protects against contamination and recontamination at varying points from feed to farm.

Raw materials Feed mill Feed Transport Storage

Greg Heeney has joined Kemin as the new 
Sales Manager – Monogastric and Milling.

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
http://www.poultrynews.com.au
mailto:australia@kemin.com
mailto:trina.parker@kemin.com
http://www.kemin.com
https://www.supagas.com.au/
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THE POULTRY SPECIALISTS  

Call us on
SANTREV 1300 815 888 

FARMMARK 1800 500 223
Check out our LATEST NEWS on:

Design & Consultation Service
Turnkey Options
Shed Construction
Internal Equipment

Solar Solutions
Composting Solution
Technical Support
Commissioning & Training Support

NEW

Ph: 08 8359 1588 E: sales@titanfan.com.au
MADE IN AUSTRALIA FOR AUSTRALIAN CONDITIONS SINCE 1990

Height: 
1380mm

Width: 
1380mm

Depth:  
820mm

Wall Mounted Fan
WM1220/1.1kW/3B/3Ph/Direct Drive 

Part Number: PF8125

Wall Mounted Fan
WM1220/1.5kW/6B/Belt Drive

Light eliminators available 
in 20mm and 40mm spacing 

Made to your specifications.

Height: 
1380mm

Width: 
1380mm

Ring Titan about our extensive range of wall mounted fans.

Direct Drive EC energy efficient  
tunnel fans available in 48” and 

54” OR retrofit your existing  
48” and 54” Titan Fans to NEW 

energy efficient direct drive

Biosecurity officers secured about 38 tonnes of risk material – including 
boxes of avian meat.

Biosecurity risk materials secured
A SIGNIFICANT risk 
to Australia’s biosecuri-
ty was prevented by bi-
osecurity officers secur-
ing approximately 38 
tonnes of risk material 
— including boxes of 
turtle meat, frog meat, 
plant products, avian 
meat, pig meat, beef 
meat and raw prawns.

Recently, a Depart-
ment of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
biosecurity officer not-
ed suspicious boxes of 
goods at a routine in-
spection in NSW. 

The observations led 
to the department ex-
ecuting a warrant at a 
western Sydney ware-
house, where biosecu-
rity risk products were 
uncovered.

Following this, the 
Australian Federal Po-
lice assisted the depart-
ment by executing mul-
tiple warrants at various 
locations in NSW con-
nected to the warehouse. 

A number of warrants 
were executed to indi-
viduals and businesses 

in relation to the inves-
tigation.

At the western Sydney 
premises, biosecurity of-
ficers examined approx-
imately 250 tonnes of 
goods and determined 
that over 38 tonnes rep-
resented a biosecurity 
risk – including beef, 
chicken, duck, pig meat, 
geese, frog meat, raw 
prawns, plant products 
and soil.

Goods were removed 
from the site in seven 
20’ shipping containers 
and remain under De-
partment of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry 
control.

Departmental sec-
retary and Australia’s 
director of biosecurity 
Andrew Metcalfe said 
anyone who intention-
ally tries to circumvent 
our biosecurity laws can 
face significant poten-
tial penalties of up to 
10 years imprisonment 
and fines of up to $1.375 
million for an individual 
or $6.875 million for a 
company.

“The secured goods 
could have posed an un-
acceptable risk of intro-
ducing disease and pest 
for plants and animals 
alike,” Mr Metcalfe said.

“In addition, diseases 
and pests from imported 
goods would severely 
impact our economy, 
and we will work hard to 
protect our agriculture 
industries and natural 
environment from these 
threatening diseases.

“The department takes 
its role in managing and 
enforcing Australia’s bi-
osecurity laws extremely 
seriously and the work 
of our biosecurity of-
ficers throughout this 
operation has been out-
standing.”

The investigation re-
mains ongoing.

The department will 
continue to collabo-
rate with the Australian 
Federal Police, Austral-
ian Border Force and 
all other relevant par-
ties throughout the next 
phase of the investiga-
tion. 

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
mailto:sales@titanfan.com.au
http://titanfan.com.au/quality-commercial-industrial-fans/Page266.htm
https://santrev.com.au/
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Introducing the powerful broad spectrum 
disinfectant that won’t clean out your wallet

With the same active ingredients  
as VIRKON® S, now’s the time to switch to  

NEOGEN® Viroxide Super for your poultry farm.

Meet the disinfectant that’s tough on germs, but easy 
on your budget. Proven effective against bacteria, 

viruses, fungi and spores, NEOGEN® Viroxide Super 
works rapidly. It is safe to use in the presence 

of livestock and is an environmentally friendly 
comprehensive disinfectant for use on hard surfaces. 
 

NEOGEN® is a registered trademark of Neogen Corporation  
VIRKON® is a registered trademark of Antec International Limited  
Distributed by: Abbey Animal Health Pty Ltd, 16 Voyager Circuit, Glendenning NSW 2761

The cleanest switch you’ll ever make

National:
Shaun Megson   
m: 0455 520 845  
e: shaun@abbeylabs.com.au

VIC, SA, TAS, Southern NSW: 
Rob McCann  
m: 0439 462 655  
e: rob@abbeylabs.com.au 

Northern NSW & Southern QLD:
Brett Wisemantel  
m: 0428 357 109  
e: brett.wisemantel@abbeylabs.com.au

Western Australia: 
Darren Rutley  
m: 0499 323 053  
e: darren.rutley@abbeylabs.com.au

For more information, contact:

Available in: 1kg 2.5kg 5kg 10kg

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
mailto:shaun@abbeylabs.com.au
mailto:rob@abbeylabs.com.au
mailto:brett.wisemantel@abbeylabs.com.au
mailto:darren.rutley@abbeylabs.com.au
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SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions • Jimboomba Qld  •  www.vacmillsolutions.com.au

&

CONTACT:
Phone: 0755 477 588
sales@vacmillsolutions.com.au 

GRAIN MILLING SPECIALIST

GRAIN MILLING DOESN'T HAVE TO BE A LABOUR INTENSIVE JOB!

SKIOLD & Vacuum Milling Solutions specialise in the design, sales and installation of
quality grain milling equipment.

We supply the latest in grain milling and augering equipment. Australian made and from around the 

world.  We cover all of Australia and also the Pacific Islands. With 15 years' experience in the farming 

industry, we pride ourselves on quality equipment, installations and undertake a commitment to 

ensure customer satisfaction.

GRAIN MILLING AND AUGERING EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS
DESIGN, SALES AND INSTALLATION

CALL US TODAY TO HEAR WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU!

Discmill, mixer, augers, bucket elevator, jet filter, mineral hopper

Ag Jobs Queensland connecting people with jobs
THE Queensland 
agricultural sector is 
experiencing strong 
growth with global 
demand for our top-
quality food, fibre 
and foliage on the 
rise. 

Businesses across 
the agricultural sup-
ply chain are in-
novating to meet 
opportunities and 
challenges and are 
seeking talent to fill 
a diversity of roles 
within their opera-
tions.

The Queensland 
Farmers’ Federation 
have partnered with 
uWorkin to create 
Ag Jobs Queensland 
– to provide both 
employers and job 
seekers a dynamic 
digital platform 
where they can en-
gage, learn and con-
nect.

Ag Jobs Queens-
land is a dedicat-
ed industry jobs 
platform for the 
Queensland agricul-

tural sector. 
It connects em-

ployers from every 
corner of agriculture 
across the state, with 
job seekers looking 
for their opportunity 
to work in what will 
arguably be one of 
the most exciting 
industries to be in-
volved in over the 
coming decade and 
beyond.

Jobseekers, do 
you want to work 
in one of the most 
exciting industries 
in Queensland and 
contribute to pro-
ducing the world’s 
best food, fibre and 
foliage? 

The diversity of the 
Queensland agricul-
tural sector will as-
tound you. 

Whether you are 
seeking full-time, 
part-time, casual or 
contract work, the 
agricultural sector 
has a job for you. 

If you’re a job-
seeker, use Ag Jobs 

Queensland to:
• Search for jobs in 

the agricultural in-
dustry anywhere in 
Queensland

• Create an AirCV 
and get smart 
matched to job roles

• Set job alerts for 
free and receive op-
portunity updates 
direct to your inbox

• Access job search 
hints and tips at job 
seeker resources.

Employers, are you 
looking for new tal-
ent and to fill a role 
in your business?

If you’re an em-
ployer in the 
Queensland agricul-
tural industry, use 
Ag Jobs Queensland 
to:

• Advertise your 
jobs, promote them 
to social pages and 
download a QR-
coded job poster to 
display in your com-
munity

• Create an employ-
er profile to show-
case your business

• Search AirCVs 
and create ‘talent 
pools’ to prepare for 
future hiring needs

• Boost your ads 
with featured job 
options.

Partners, create a 
profile and join key 
service providers 
and industry leaders 
in the Queensland 
agricultural indus-
try. 

Showcase your 
organisation’s pur-
pose, products, re-
sources and tools to 
Queensland’s agri-
culture sector em-
ployers, job seekers 
and students. 

For further infor-
mation, visit agjob 
squeensland.com.au 

What would happen to the world if animal agriculture stopped? Photo: 
Brett Jordan

THE following is an 
edited perspective 
by Quora contribu-
tor Russel Rhay Ba-
siao on the impacts 
on the economy if 
we stopped eating all 
animal products.

In response to the 
question, ‘What 
would happen to the 
world if animal ag-
riculture stopped’, 
these were his 
thoughts.

I suppose that by 
animal agriculture, 
you also mean the 
aquaculture or culti-
vation of marine life 
intended for food 
production, but also 
the natural marine 
biodiversity. 

And including the 
culturing of insects 
for food related prod-
ucts such as bees for 
honey.

If this were the case, 
the first sector that 
would feel the im-
pact is the processors 
of animal raw prod-
ucts, such as slaugh-
terhouses, tanneries, 
barn yards, farms, 
poultry, piggery, fish 
and other marine pro-
ducers and dairies – 
you get it. 

As they are the ones 
directly handling ani-
mals, all those people 
will lose their jobs 
and income, hence 
there would be a dra-
matic increase in the 
worldwide unemploy-
ment rate. 

And as these peo-
ple would have no 
income, the gross 
domestic product 
of several countries 
would be greatly af-
fected, thus economic 
performance ratings 
suffer.

As animal agricul-
ture halts, most lands 
would be deemed un-
productive, thus there 
would be a sudden 
increase in available 
land. 

If the stoppage of 
animal agriculture 
continues for an ex-
tended period, there 
may be an unusual 
decrease in the mon-
etary value of these 
lands, as some of 
the original owners 
would try to sell in 
the hope of gaining 
income and gener-
ating new capital to 
start a new venture 
other than animal ag-
riculture. 

In effect, many peo-
ple would try to sell 
lands while compet-
ing in the market 
with other sellers, 
and prices would be 
reduced to sell and 
salvage it faster.

On the other hand, 
infrastructure build-
ers would see the op-
portunity to use these 
lands for their pro-
jects. 

And the unemployed 
might find their new 
job in construction. 

And, if these hap-
pened, the GDP 
would possibly re-
cover, as government 
spend is also a con-
tributor to the GDP.

As economics deals 
with the proper al-
location of scarce 
resources, our supply 
of animal products 
would decrease expo-
nentially – as there 
would still be con-
sumption by the peo-
ple – hence the de-
mand for these prod-
ucts would increase. 

While the law of 
supply and demand 
tells us that the pric-
es for these prod-
ucts would greatly 
increase, eventually 
there would be an 
isolated case of ani-
mal product inflation. 

And if that contin-
ued, other goods and 
services would also 
be affected.

Compromises on the 
production of raw an-

imal products would 
consequently affect 
the manufacturing 
industry because 
most of them rely 
on animal raw prod-
ucts, and the prices 
of these would also 
grow, impacting the 
value of their capital.

As an example, food 
establishments would 
increase their prices 
due to a scarcity on 
ingredients.

Vegetarian res-
taurants would also 
be greatly affected, 
as their food is the 
possible substitute 
for animal products 
– hence the demand 
for their goods also 
increases, supply de-
creases and prices go 
up.

The labour force is 
also a concern to eco-
nomics. 

Workers would be 
affected by the dra-
matic decrease of 
food availability and 
their expected output 
would subsequently 
manifest a few days 
or weeks afterwards, 
thus overall output 
would be compro-
mised.

That is until the 
economy in general 
learns to adapt, in 
producing double 
or triple its original 
plant production ca-
pabilities. 

And there would 
be more vegans than 
ever.

The effects could go 
on forever, but I have 
given the basics. 

All aspects of eco-
nomics, land, labour 
and capital would be 
affected. 
Russel Rhay Basiao
Let us know your 
thoughts on this or 
other topics, email 
editorial@collins.
media your point of 
view.

Economical impacts of not 
eating animal products

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
http://agjobsqueensland.com.au
mailto:editorial@collins.media
mailto:editorial@collins.media
mailto:sales@vacmillsolutions.com.au
http://www.vacmillsolutions.com.au


National Poultry Newspaper, May 2023 – Page 13www.poultrynews.com.au

COCCIPROL

Vetsense.com.au

Easily mixed into daily drinking water

APVMA Approval Number: 88154/120433

Can be used both as preventative and
as treatment 
NIL WITHHOLDING PERIOD for eggs
or meat 
Available size: 100g and 15kg

For the prevention and treatment of        

Coccidiosis in chickens (broilers, broiler 

breeders, replacement pullets), turkeys, 

ducks and pigeons. Vetsense Cocciprol is 

administered through the drinking water as 

an aid in the prevention of economically 

important strains of coccidiosis including 

E.Tenella, E.Necatrix and most strains of

E.Acervulina.

ACTIVE INGREDIENT:

200G/KG AMPROLIUM 
(AS AMPROLIUM HYDROCHLORIDE)

Direct Sales Support - 0488 481 999Vetsense Office - 02 4577 9911

Check reasons for any 
drop in egg production
MOST modern 
breeds of hens main-
tain a steady lay rate 
for about a year, so 
if there’s a drop in 
production, check the 
birds and the condi-
tions. 

You need to under-
stand the cause of any 
decrease.

Changes in environ-
ment, nutrition and 
stress levels cause 
fluctuations in the rate 
of egg laying. 

All these factors are 
under your control 
and understanding 
them will help resolve 
egg production issues.

Even slight varia-
tions in temperature 
can affect egg laying. 

Extreme changes in 
weather can greatly 
affect chickens. 

In colder months, the 
days are shorter and 
egg production will 
drop, while in sum-
mer, heat stress can 
lead to significant 
health and welfare 
problems. 

The optimal temper-
ature for egg laying 
ranges from 18C to 
24C.

Overcrowding of 
layer houses is anoth-
er common reason for 
hens to stop laying. 

Keeping too many 
chickens in a small 
area can cause stress 
to the chickens, which 
will result in reduced 
egg production.

Chickens typically 
stop laying eggs dur-
ing moulting. 

Chickens lose their 
feathers and re-grow 
them over time, but 
they resume laying 
quickly if you main-
tain a high-quality 
diet.

A broody hen sitting 
on eggs trying to get 
them to hatch can be 
a problem for about 
three weeks. 

If you have no roost-
ers, the eggs will not 
fertilise, so by remov-
ing and destroying 
them, the hen should 
resume laying. 

Selective breeding 
has minimised the 
broody characteristic 
from modern breeds, 
so it’s really only an 
issue with heritage 
breeds of hens. 
Phil Westwood
Freeranger Eggs

Family-owned business calls for community support
A WESTERN Austral-
ian family owned-and-
operated small business 
is urging customers to 
continue their support 
amidst upcoming shop-
ping centre renovations.

Lenard’s Victoria Park 
owners Sarah and Matt 
Borrett are reaching out 
to their loyal customer 
base, and the entire Vic-
toria Park community as 
a whole, to remind them 
that Park Centre small 
businesses are relying on 
their continued business 
and support.

“We aren’t going any-
where, and we need the 
community to rally to-
gether and continue sup-
porting our family run 
small business,” Sarah 
said.

The husband-and-wife 
team – previously butch-
er shop owners – are 

currently celebrating six 
years as Lenard’s fran-
chisees.

“We are truly a fami-
ly-run business,” Sarah 
said.

“We have three chil-
dren, and our eldest who 
is 13 years old has just 
started working in the 
store.”

With their previous 
butcher-shop experience 
and Matt’s Master of 
Business Administration 
degree, the couple have 
always brought a strong 
business and customer 
service approach to the 
running of their Lenard’s 
franchise.

“My favourite part 
of owning and operat-
ing our business is all 
of our regular customers 
who we have built rela-
tionships with over the 
years,” Sarah said.

“They’re much like 
family – like aunties and 
uncles.”

Many customers travel 
from far-and-wide to see 
the couple, the furthest 
being about 25 min-
utes from suburbs such 
as Forestfield and from 
southern suburbs as well.

“Our customers love 
that all of our products 
are made fresh, nothing 
is brought in frozen or 
sold frozen,” Sarah said.

“They appreciate the 
quality and customer 
service.”

Lenard’s Victoria Park 
sells a huge selection of 
Lenard’s favourites, with 
Sarah noting the store’s 
most popular items as 
the spinach and pine nut 
sausages, mini strudels, 
enchiladas and cordon 
bleus.

Lenard’s Victoria 

Park is located at Park 
Centre, 8A/789 Albany 
Hwy, Victoria Park, 
Western Australia, and 
now offers a Click and 

Collect option, as well as 
delivery via Menulog.

For more information 
about Lenard’s, visit: le 
nards.com.au 

Lenard’s Victoria Park owners Sarah and Matt 
Borrett are reaching out to their loyal customer 
base to remind them that Park Centre small 
businesses are relying on their continued busi-
ness and support.

Different litter 
different behaviour
CHICKENS use litter 
to perform a range of 
behaviours. 

In commercial chick-
en meat production, 
chickens are commonly 
provided with only one 
type of litter that may 
not be their preferred 
type and may fail to 
satisfy their needs.

The study, ‘A buffet of 
litters – broiler chick-
ens behave differently 
according to litter type 
and freshness’ con-
ducted in Norway, in-
vestigated meat chick-
ens’ litter preferences 
and the behaviours they 
perform in different lit-
ter types. 

Two flocks of one to 
five-week-old mixed 
sex Ross 308 meat 
chickens (n = 17,000 
birds per flock) were 
given the choice of 
seven different types of 
litter – peat, peat mixed 
with sawdust, wood 
shavings, bark chips, 
straw pellets, coarse 
straw and fine straw. 

Litter was presented 
in 1sq m trays to a 
depth of 3cm. 

Once a week for a 

month, meat chicken 
behaviours were ob-
served – scratching, 
foraging, dustbathing 
and resting.

Meat chickens pre-
ferred different types 
of litter for different 
behaviours. 

In order of prefer-
ence, the most ground 
scratching occurred in 
peat, mixed peat, wood 
shavings and fine straw.

Most resting behav-
iour occurred on wood 
shavings, mixed peat 
and fine straw. 

Most ground scratch-
ing and dustbathing oc-
curred in fresh litter. 

Considering poultry 
welfare and environ-
mental sustainabil-
ity, the authors recom-
mended that wood 
shavings with patches 
of fine straw should be 
the main litter types 
for meat chickens, with 
top-dressing to keep lit-
ter fresh.

The full study can be 
viewed at sciencedirect.
com/science/article/pii/
S016815912300028X 

RSPCA

Slight variations in temperature can affect 
egg laying. Photo: Morgane Perraud
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist ser-
vices and facilities in the poultry industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accom-
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that guarantee you the best available.
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