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Keynote speakers
at PIX AMC 2022
THIS year’s PIX AMC
PPC event, held at the
Gold Coast Convention
and Exhibition Centre
from Sunday 15 to Tuesday 17 May, includes
two keynote speakers –
Michael McQueen and
Tony Hunter.

Michael McQueen is
a multi-award winning
speaker, trend forecaster
and bestselling author of
nine books.
With clients including
KPMG, Pepsi and Cisco,
he has helped some of the
world’s most successful
brands navigate disruption
and maintain momentum.
Michael is a regular
commentator on TV and
radio and his work has
featured in publications
ranging from the Daily
Mail to Medium.com and
the Huffington Post.
In addition, Michael is
a familiar face on the international conference
circuit having shared the
stage with the likes of Bill
Gates, Dr John Maxwell
and Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak.
Michael has spoken
to over 500,000 people
across five continents
since 2004, and is known
for his engaging, entertaining and practical conference presentations.
Having been formerly
named Australia’s Keynote Speaker of the Year,
Michael has been induct-

Michael McQueen

ed into the Professional
Speakers Hall of Fame.
Michael’s presentation
will address the Australian agricultural sector being at a significant point
of change.
Recent years have seen
rapid changes that are creating enormous opportunities for those prepared.
In this fast-paced and
research-rich
keynote
presentation, Michael will
explore:
• Key
technological
trends that will shape the
coming 3-5 years, including artificial intelligence,
robotics and blockchain
• The role Generation
Z will play in redefining
industry norms and how
to meaningfully engage a
next-generation workforce
• How to cultivate the
sort of innovation, agility
and creativity required to
stay one step ahead in a
time of rapid change.
Participants will leave
this presentation with a
clear game plan for staying one step ahead of
change.
Tony Hunter is a global
food futurist consultant
specialising in the agrifood technology sector.
He is a qualified food
technologist and was previously general manager
of two food manufacturing businesses.
With over 30-years’
* continued P2

Tony Hunter

The conference sought to help teachers educate
students on the diverse career options in agriculture.

This year’s Food, Fibre and Agricultural Educators Conference was held on
the Sunshine Coast.

Educators’ conference on Sunshine Coast
POULTRY Hub Australia hopes that everyone had a happy
Easter.

Easter is definitely
the time of year when
poultry is front and centre – hopefully you all
managed to enjoy some
eggs and not only the
chocolate kind!
This month the PHA
team has finally made it
out and about.
In early April, our education officer Carissa
Anderson attended the
Food, Fibre and Agricultural Educators Conference held on the Sunshine Coast.
Carissa was able to
meet with a plethora
of agricultural teachers
and showcase the latest
Poultry Hub resources
available.
In addition, Carissa
spent time with the educators to find out what
could help to support
their teaching and how
PHA could assist.
She was also able to
make connections with
industry representatives
and experts within the
education sector.
This was a fantastic

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

networking opportunity,
and it was great to see
so many like-minded
people passionate about
the agricultural sector.
The teachers were able
to attend valuable sessions and were encouraged to take relevant
learning materials back
to the classroom.
The conference sought
to help teachers inspire
students and educate
that the agriculture sector involves a diverse
range of careers and
jobs – from being a researcher to a nutritionist or a communication
manager and everything
in between.
Carissa said, “It is
great to be back at the
conferences and being
able to network with lots

of different people from
around the world faceto-face, and I am excited about where Poultry
Hub will be next.”
We also had the op-

portunity to review the
scientific projects for
PHA’s open call for research.
I would like to take
this opportunity to
thank all researchers
who took the time to put
in a preliminary proposal and congratulate
those who have been
invited to submit a full
proposal.
Stay tuned to find out
more about the successful projects over the
coming months.
Lastly, the PHA team
has been busy preparing

to attend the Poultry Information Exchange in
mid-May on the Gold
Coast.
We welcome you to pop
in for a chat at the Chook
Chat Shack – try saying
that five times quickly –
and to meet the young
industry delegates we will
be hosting during the conference.
I hope you are all
well and remember, if
you have a great idea or
simply want to chat about
chickens, don’t hesitate to
contact us at poultryhub@
une.edu.au

Teachers were able to attend valuable sessions and were encouraged to take
relevant learning materials back to the classroom.

Did you know?

Visit us at
PIX/AMC 2022

Stockyard Industries has
a dedicated team of Field
Service Technicians for:
• Equipment installation
• Maintenance and repair
Stockyard Industries provides the latest
and most advanced products and service
to the Australian poultry industry including the Big Dutchman range.

• Training, testing and
commissioning
www.stockyardindustries.com
www.poultrynews.com.au

Poultry Industry
Calendar of Events
2022
MAY 10-11 – British Pig & Poultry Fair,
Stoneleigh UK, pigandpoultry.org.uk
MAY 15-17 – Poultry Information
Sam from Glenwarrie Eggs.

Engaging with members

Exchange and Australasian Milling
Conference (PIX/AMC), www.pixamc.

OVER the past few years,
we have been reduced to
virtual meetings, emails
and relying on phone calls
to speak with our members.

com.au
MAY 31 - JUN 2 – VIV Europe 2022,
Netherlands, viveurope.nl
NOV 6-10 – SIMA Paris, France,
en.simaonline.com

Egg Farmers of Australia’s chief executive officer
Melinda Hashimoto and Kylie Jackson.

NOV 8-10 – European Symposium on
Poultry Genetics, Hannover Germany,
www.espg2022.org

2023
SEP 4-8 – Congress of the World
Veterinary

Poultry

Association,

Verona Italy, www.wvpac2021.com

Bede Burke of Glenwarrie Eggs and Kylie Jackson
from Egg Farmers of Australia.

And while these methods
have allowed Egg Farmers of Australia to function, there is nothing like
being able to visit on-farm
and engage with farmers
in person.
In conjunction with a
dinner meeting in January,
EFA staff visited Tamworth
and were able to view Bede
and Narelle Burke’s farm.
Not all farms have composting or use this in grain
growing.
It is great to see the variation in size, organisation
and functions – as they differ between farms.
Towards the end of April,
EFA staff visited Victoria
to meet with the Victorian
Farmers Federation and
key representatives of the
industry.
We also look forward
to meeting those attend-

by MELINDA HASHIMOTO
CEO

ing the Poultry Information Exchange in May, and
Egg Farmers of Australia
will have its May monthly
meeting in conjunction
with the event.
In June, we look forward
to visiting the Australian
Eggs team and a farm in
NSW.
July brings the opportunity to meet with Western Australian farmers at
the Sundowner event and
in August, we will finally
make it to South Australia
for our Board meeting.
We have tried to get to

South Australia for so long
and to have this trip on the
horizon is very exciting.
Animal Health Australia
has meetings scheduled
for September, and the end
of the year will hopefully
lead to strong egg sales into
Christmas and January’s
lunchbox season, as children return to school often
with a boiled egg included
in their lunchboxes.
Thank you to all our
members and stakeholders
who have worked closely
with us over the past couple
of years.

How to supply event details: Send all
details to National Poultry Newspaper, PO
Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178, call 07 3286
1833 or email: design@collins.media

poultrynews.com.au
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HAVE YOUR SAY!
All producers are encouraged
to send in letters to be published in
NPN, outlining any concerns
or issues they may have with
the industry.
This is an open forum where you
can cover any topic, whether for
or against an issue.
Please send your letters to:
editorial@collins.media or
PO Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178

experience in agrifood
tech, he has consulted
for many major global
and Australian companies.
He appears regularly
on radio in Australia and
speaks at agrifood tech
conferences worldwide,
as well as blogging
regularly on his website
futuristforfood.com on
the latest technologies
affecting food.
With over 30-years’ experience in the chicken,
beef, sheep and pork
industries and having
consulted for many companies in the animal agriculture industry – including three years consulting
for the KFC Global and
NATIONAL
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Australian businesses –
Tony is an acknowledged
expert in the very topical
area of alternative proteins including cell, plant
based, insects and others.
This industry experience combined with his
food science and technology background, means
Tony presents on a factual basis without any
ideological bias.
His strategic foresight
expertise centres around
his FutureCubed methodology and FutureMind
Foresight sessions.
He uses these to help
companies understand
how new technologies
will affect them and how
they can profit from this
knowledge.

The conferences Tony
has presented at include
Feed Additives Asia in
Bangkok May 2019 and
he has been published in
the Feeds Industry publication Feedinfo News
Service on several occasions.
As Feedinfo head of
event content Olympia Theocharous said:
“Tony is an engaging
and exuberant speaker
who gave our audience
something to think
about regarding the future of our industry.”
Tony is a passionate
believer that agrifood
technology offers massive opportunities to
solve the problems of
sustainability and feed-

ing the growing global
population.
He travels the world
using his unique combination of scientific
qualifications and business experience to convey how new technologies will influence food
industries.
This combination of
skills and knowledge
gives him a unique
viewpoint on the future
of food.
Tony’s trademark presentation showcases his
unique view that “food
is now technology.”
This means that food
technologies are advancing exponentially,
and you only have to
look at the explosion in

alternative protein technologies to see the truth
in this statement.
Food truly is techxponential.
In this keynote explore:
• How technology now
dominates the food industry in a way never
seen before
• Just how different
the food industry is
compared to 10 or even
five years ago
• Which new technologies are fundamentally
changing the industry
• How to be prepared
for the alternative futures which could result
• Potential winners
and losers in these alternative futures.

© Collins Media Pty Ltd – Contents may not be reproduced in whole or in part without written permission
from the publisher. It is the responsibility of advertisers to ensure the correctness of their claims and
statements. The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of the publisher.
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The perfect
production partnership
At SBA, we know the perfect egg begins with a quality layer. That’s why we’ve
spent over 50 years ensuring our customers benefit from a dependable supply of
genetically superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old chicks and point-of-lay pullets.
As the largest specialist supplier to Australia’s egg farms, we continue to invest in
the world’s most technically advanced breeding facilities – and offer on the ground
husbandry and technical advice so you can continuously improve productivity, feed
conversion and egg quality.
At SBA, quality is just part of our DNA.

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU
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There are pros and cons to debeaking.

What looks right, brown or white?

Colourful debeaking debate
Delivering Specialist Agribusiness
Public Relations Skills that will
build your business, enhance
your brand, promote your
products and sell your services,
all backed by unsurpassed
professionalism, experience
and track record.
Contact Brendon Cant
M

0417 930 536

E

brendon@iinet.net.au
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WHILE switching to
white fully beaked
chickens requires close
attention to detail, according to the United
Kingdom-based farmer
Phil Davies from Powys
in Wales, it can improve
production and welfare.

Mr Davies and wife Helen began free range egg
production in 2018 using
brown birds.
But they moved to fully beaked white Dekalb
birds from their second
flock after discussions
with their egg packer
Stonegate, according to
a recent story in UK’s
Farmers Weekly.
With many retailers
eyeing a move to fully
beaked systems and the
promise of a hardier bird
with greater longevity, the
move made sense.

Cant
Comment
by BRENDON CANT

Initially, Mr Davies was
concerned at potential
increased injury to the
birds and what the impact
would be on the day-today running of the flock.
But advice from suppliers and making minor adjustments to the management has helped achieve a
seamless transition.
That process began by

ensuring the set-up of the
rearing shed matched the
laying shed to help the
pullets settle quickly on
arrival.
The farm’s rearer uses
a multi-tier arrangement,
which exactly matches
the system in the Davies’
16,000 bird laying shed.
“When they arrive, pullets move up onto the tiers

straight away,” Mr Davies
said.
This reduces the time
spent handling birds to get
them to use the system in
the first few nights in the
laying shed.
In the current flock, only
10 birds are handled each
night in the first few days,
keeping stress and flock
disruption to a minimum.
As well as matching
shed layout to what the
pullets experienced during rearing, ensuring the
routine remained the
same, helped the flock
settle quickly and start
gaining weight.
Initially, feeding times
and light levels match
those from the rearing
shed, but can be adjusted
as the flock progresses.
For example, lighting
* continued P5
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starts at 50 percent and
is gradually decreased in
small increments, bringing it down to 30 percent
by the time the birds come
into lay.
This helps maintain
calm behaviours.
“The switch to white
birds for the second flock
reduced the management
requirements from the
egg production side of the
business, as we can keep
the flocks going for longer
between turnovers,” Mr
Davies said.
“Though initially apprehensive about keeping
fully beaked birds with
enrichment, consistent
routines and attention to
detail in the lighting in the
shed, we’ve found them to
be consistently calm and
easy to manage.”
Enrichment is important
in fully beaked setups because it allows birds to
express natural behaviour
traits.
Providing this outlet for
activity reduces the likelihood of feather pecking.
The Davies provide a
mix of plastic bottles, containers and lucerne bales
within the shed.
These objects are heavily used on arrival but as
the flocks settle in, interest wanes and they are
used less.
Monitoring,
along
with the resulting ration
tweaks, have helped optimise weight gain and
egg size throughout a far
longer lay than was seen
with brown birds.
“Our current flock are
achieving 89 percent egg
production at 81 weeks,”

Mr Davies said.
This performance far exceeds the average for the
breed of 83.8 percent.
Part of the plan to
switch to white birds was
research showing white
birds were generally hardier and easier to maintain
than brown hens.
That has contributed to
the sustained level of egg
production and greater
longevity.
The Davies plan to keep
the current flock to 93
weeks, which compares
well with the industry
standard for brown birds
of a 76-week cycle.
The extra 17 weeks of
production at viable egg
production levels means
turnover cost savings are
equivalent to an entire
new flock after three cycles.
Three
consecutive
flocks means there has
been about 51 extra weeks
of production.
While beak-trimming
was introduced to reduce the effect on victim
birds, a move back to fully
beaked flocks carries an
increased risk of the issue
developing into injurious
pecking.
With stress an influencing trigger for the behaviour, strategies to minimise stress in the environment are essential.
Wynnstay agricultural
consultant Jim Turner advises flock-keepers such
as the Davies to introduce
processes that will limit
stress before pullets even
arrive on-farm.
He recommends testing all equipment – fans,
lights and computer sys-

tems – ahead of the birds’
arrival to avoid any disturbance due to equipment
problems in the first few
days.
Once pullets are settled,
managers can gradually
acclimatise birds to the
machinery noises and
movements inside the
shed, thus helping avoid
stress triggers at the crucial time when they start
laying.
Mr Turner also advises
tailoring nutrition needs
and feeding times to the
requirements of fully
beaked birds.
With full beaks, birds
are more equipped to flick
feed around, selecting
morsels they want.
This can drive feed consumption figures up due
to increased waste, as
feed ends up beneath the
tracks.
“Getting a good consistency of mash to reduce
sorting behaviour can
therefore control feed
costs,” Mr Turner said.
Another strategy to cut
waste is feed little and
often, thus reducing the
amount of feed present.
Some research has
shown that feather pecking can be triggered by a
lack of fibre in the diet,
rather than a stress response.
Birds pick at the feathers
to replace the lack of fibre.
A good indicator of this
is the sudden absence of
loose feathers in the corners of the shed.
“If this is the case, fibre additives can be introduced to reduce the
behaviour,” Mr Turner
concluded.

Look for RSPCA Approved certification on the pack.

Choosing RSPCA Approved chicken
MANY Australians
know that if they choose
to buy fresh chicken,
and care about animal
welfare, they should
look for the RSPCA
Approved certification
on the pack.

But what they may not
know is all the other
types of products where
RSPCA Approved chicken is used!
Meat chickens on RSPCA Approved farms are
provided with an environment that leads to better welfare by providing
them with enrichment
that allows their natural
behaviours, good lighting periods that encourage them to be active,
and proper dark periods
for rest.
To achieve the RSPCA
Approved certification,
not only do these farms
need to meet RSPCA
standards, but they must
also undergo our robust
assessment and certification process, which
means farms are assessed
two to four times a year.
While when most people think of RSPCA
Approved chicken, they
probably think of the
meat aisle in their local
supermarket, though a

variety of products from
ready-made meals to
stock and even pet food
are now made with RSPCA Approved chicken.
Pre-made sandwiches
with RSPCA Approved
chicken
Coles, Coles Express,
Starbucks and Woolworths source RSPCA
Approved chicken for
their pre-made sandwiches, giving consumers a
higher welfare choice
when they’re on the go
and looking for that
quick takeaway lunch.
RSPCA Approved
chicken stock
Campbell’s sources
RSPCA
Approved
chicken for its range of
Real Stock Chicken, Real
Stock Malaysian Laksa
Base and Real Stock
Thai Noodle Soup Base.
That means that if
you’re cooking with
chicken stock, it’s easy
to make a higher welfare
choice.
Ready meals
If you’re buying readymade meals in the supermarket with chicken
as an ingredient, you can
look for the RSPCA Approved certification in
Coles and Woolworths.
Both retailers have

been working hard to not
only have RSPCA Approved chicken across
all their own-brand fresh
products, but also where
chicken is used as an ingredient – showing that
their farm animal welfare commitments aren’t
only for the fresh-meat
aisle.
Pet food
We’re a nation of pet
lovers, with over 29 million pets in Australia.
Many pet owners care
about how the food they
put in their own basket
was produced and the
same goes for the food
they buy for their pets.
Highgate sources RSPCA Approved chicken
for its range of pet supplement food.
Open Paddock sources RSPCA Approved
chicken and turkey for
their range of dog and cat
products.
Both ranges are available in Woolworths nationally and are thirdparty certified to meet
the Australian Standard
– AS5812 Manufacturing and Marketing of Pet
Food.
Whether it’s the meat
aisle at the supermarket
or for those quick on-

the-go meals, you can
make a real difference by
choosing products with
the RSPCA Approved
certification.
From then to now
The RSPCA Approved
Farming Scheme has
recently celebrated its
twenty-fifth birthday, and
we’re proud that in that
time it has grown to become Australia’s leading
independent certification
scheme with a focus on
animal welfare.
We’re focussed not
only on raising the bar
for farm animal welfare
by continuously reviewing our standards in line
with animal welfare
science, but also about
giving consumers more
ways they can support
higher welfare farming and encouraging
more farms and brands
to become RSPCA Approved.
Our focus is on the welfare of animals on-farm
in Australia and, whether
it’s the meat aisle at the
supermarket, pre-made
sandwiches, stock, ready
meals, or pet food, you
can make a real difference by choosing products with the RSPCA Approved certification.

Blooming biomes
mean blooming profits
FARM THE BIOME WITH SIGNIS
The gut biome is an essential component of animal health. It needs to
grow and mature well in order to ensure resilience in the flock. Signis
- the first of a new class of additive, stimbiotics - influences biome
development delivering a beneficial microbial population. The healthier
the biome, the healthier the profits. Find out why Signis is getting so
much attention @ www.abvista.com

FOR BIOMES THAT ARE GOOD TO GROW
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Open water access important
for farmed ducks’ welfare
DUCKS are waterfowl
and therefore adapted to
spend a large extent of
their life in the water.

To maintain ducks’ physical and behavioural health,
open water access is important. Photo: Kai Dahms

When ducks are provided access to water they
use it to perform a variety of highly motivated
water-related bathing behaviours such as sieving,
dabbling, preening and
head dipping.
A water-related behaviour such as preening is
important to maintain
feather condition for
cleanliness, water-proofing and thermoregulation
– maintaining normal
body temperature, and
for footpad health and removing parasites.
Preening is preceded by

immersive bathing behaviours and then followed
by the shaking of water
all over the body and distribution of oil from a
special gland through the
feathers.
Ducks provided open
water, particularly sources that provide full-body
coverage, have improved
eye and nostril cleanliness, and foot and plumage condition.
Open water also plays
an important role in thermoregulation for ducks,
meaning where ducks do
not have access to open
water, they are at an increased risk of heat stress,
especially in hotter climates.

When not provided water access other than drinking water, ducks are unable to perform essential water-related
activities and behaviours.

Therefore, the ability for
ducks to perform these
water-related behaviours
is critical in ensuring
their health and welfare.
Type of water access
ducks need
Currently there are several ways in which water
can be provided to ducks
on farm, including nipple
drinkers, bell drinkers,
narrow or wide troughs,
showers, pools and baths.
Ducks show a preference for water sources
that allow full-body immersion.
Water sources that only
provide partial head-only
immersion or no immersion, such as drinkers or
shallow troughs, compromise ducks’ ability to
perform the full range of
bathing behaviours.
With head-only immersion, birds are limited
by the amount of water
they are able to toss over
their body for preening,
and they are unable to
perform full-body behaviours such as swimming.
Water sources that provide the opportunity for
full-body immersion such
as deep troughs, showers,
pools or baths, promote
bird activity and effective
preening behaviours.
Ducks appear to use different water sources and
water depths to perform
different water-related behaviours.
They have been shown
to prefer showers for

drinking and dabbling,
and use baths for bathing.
When observing bathing and swimming behaviours, ducks appear
to spend the majority
of their time in the water performing bathing
behaviours rather than
swimming.
Ducks seem to prefer
using shallower water of
10-30cm deep for these
bathing behaviours, the
most important factor
being that birds can adequately immerse their
heads for preening.
In addition to these
open water sources, ducks
should be provided drinkers separately.
Ducks prefer drinking
clean water from showers,
troughs or baths where
they can scoop and shovel
water into their bills, in
comparison to bell or nipple drinkers.
Animal welfare issues
when farmed ducks are
not given water access
When not provided
water access other than
drinking water, they are
unable to perform essential water-related activities, which can lead to
frustration.
Birds experiencing frustration are at an increased
risk of developing abnormal behaviours such as
head shaking, stereotypic
repetitive feather preening
and self-mutilation through
feather pecking indicating
compromised welfare.

Challenges associated
with providing ducks
water access
The provision of open
water sources for farmed
ducks can pose challenges for litter or bedding
management and a risk
of water contamination.
Poor litter management
from spoiled or moist
litter – especially when
relative humidity is increased – can increase
the risk of ducks developing footpad problems
and disease.
Water contamination
from litter, feed or faecal
matter may also increase
the risk of infectious diseases in duck flocks.
These risks can be minimised with good management practices and
facility design such as
having open water sources separate from litter
areas, appropriate drainage, as well as regular
cleaning and changing of
water sources.
Ducks have an innate
need to perform these
highly motivated bathing activities and should
have open-water access
to ensure their health and
welfare.
Different water sources
should be provided such
as a mixture of showers, troughs and baths,
so they may have the opportunity to perform all
their motivated behaviours in their preferred
sources.

Fendona Plus 60SC
®

Insecticide

Specifically developed for use within poultry sheds, for the
control of litter beetles and a range of flying and crawling insects
High performance residual insecticide offering rapid knockdown
Low dose formulation provides the flexibility of a clean-out and
maintenance application rate

For more information on Fendona Plus 60 SC,
visit crop-solutions.basf.com.au or contact your local
CCD Representative on 1300 791 009

Distributed by

@basfpestcontrolau
ALWAYS READ AND FOLLOW LABEL DIRECTIONS.
© Copyright BASF 2019 ® Registered trademark of BASF. W239831 12.2019
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AusPac Ingredients
benefits from animal
nutrition accreditation
AUSPAC Ingredients
gained FAMI-QS accreditation in early
2021 and was one of
the first companies in
the animal nutrition
supply chain in Australia to do so.

Hades robot in action. Photo: New Zealand Ministry for Primary Industries

Robots in biosecurity trial
FIVE
remote-controlled robots are being tested in a series
of biosecurity inspections, to find out if they
can identify biosecurity
risks on imported cargo, and if they can do
it more effectively and
safely.
Minister for Agricul-

ture and Northern Australia David Littleproud
said the Hades-5Z robot
units were part of an
exciting $64,000 pilot
program funded by the
government’s Biosecurity Innovation Program.
“The robots will be
put through their paces
by biosecurity officers

Hades robot being put through its paces under a
vehicle. Photo: Techmatics

www.poultrynews.com.au

during controlled onsite
inspections using imported freight such as
sea containers, vehicles
and heavy agricultural
machinery,” Minister
Littleproud said.
“The trial will take
place at post-entry sites
in Adelaide, Fremantle,
Darwin and Brisbane
and are being run in collaboration with the New
Zealand Ministry for
Primary Industries.
“The units are fitted
with high definition and
thermal imaging cameras.
“They’re very slimline
so they can be sent in underneath consignments.”
Live footage of the
cargo underside can be
viewed by officers on
monitors.
“These
four-wheeldrive robots have the
potential to significantly

reduce workplace health
and safety risks for officers,” Minister Littleproud said.
“At the moment, sea
containers require hoisting to carry out inspections and officers are required to inspect underneath heavy agricultural
machinery and used vehicles.
“It’s hoped that using
robots will reduce the
safety risk to officers.
“The robots will be
tested on wharves and
ports during hot and
cold temperatures and
high humidity.
“Their manoeuvrability across a range of surfaces will also be surveyed.
“Hades-5Z will not replace valued staff – they
are an additional tool to
help us keep Australia
safe.”

The company has recently undergone and
passed its first surveillance audit under the
FAMI-QS standard for
feed additives.
FAMI-QS and the
Feed Ingredients and
Additives Association
of Australia collaborated to introduce the
European standard to
Australia as the preferable accreditation in the
feed industry.
Here is what the AusPac Ingredients team
said about the process,
benefits and commitment to the FAMI-QS
accreditation.
Nadia Pearce – supply chain, business
systems and quality
assurance manager
The existing FIAAA
code that Auspac Ingredients had operated
under for many years
required many of the
framework processes
demanded by FAMIQS, however there was
a need for improved systems and documentation.
Implementation of en-

hanced processes has
led to more streamlined
incident and emergency procedures and increased overall awareness of quality and feed
safety within the company.
Philip Lambeth – executive director of
operations
Auspac Ingredients
has always been a quality-focussed company
and was one of the initial founding members
of the FIAAA and earliest members to achieve
accreditation to the FIAAA code of practice.
In line with the FIAAA’s decision to adopt
FAMI-QS, AusPac was
keen to support this
move and commenced
the process in the first
half of 2020.
We started with a coordinated gap analysis
to identify the key differences between the
existing quality management system and
FAMI-QS.
COVID-19
delays
meant that the considerable tasks of policy rewriting, hazard analysis,
supplier and product
risk assessments did not
begin in earnest until
August and continued
through until early 2021.
Once the auditor se-

lection was completed,
the two audits were
conducted in December and January with
the certificate being issued in February 2021.
Nadia Pearce played
an integral and driving
role in the attainment
of the FAMI-QS certification.
She highlighted the
need for strong processes of documentation.
The benefits to the
business are substantial and significant.
There is a real sense
of furthered commitment within the business and a deeper
company-wide understanding of quality
and the role we as key
suppliers to industry
play in feed and food
safety.
There is also a synergy with our Australian
Border Force Trusted
Trader certification.
The results of our recent surveillance audit
show our ongoing commitment to providing
assurance to our customers and stakeholders, as well as quality,
choice and value to the
industry.
For more information,
visit auspacingredients.
com.au
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For all your livestock needs
Provides high quality products.
Delivered on time.
At competitive pricing.
Supported by the best
The poultry vaccines market size is expected to grow from $A2.6 billion in 2021 to $A4 billion by 2028.

available technical

Poultry vaccines market worth billions

service in animal and
livestock nutrition.

THE poultry vaccines
market size is expected to
grow from $A2.6 billion
in 2021 to $A4 billion
by 2028 – it is estimated
to grow at a compound
annual growth rate of
6.4 from 2021 percent to
2028.

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
Kym Miller 0439 066 054
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

The Insight Partners published the latest research
study on the poultry vaccines market forecast to
2028, surmising that the
global poultry vaccines
market growth is driven
by the increasing prevalence of diseases in poultry and increasing demand
for healthy poultry food.

Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693
ben@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Graeme Pope 0439 066 006
graeme@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

However, the failure of
the poultry vaccines immunisation hampers the
market growth.
Poultry vaccines market
competitive landscape
and key developments
Boehringer Ingelheim
International
GmbH,
Zoetis Inc, Ceva Santé
Animale, Biovac, Phibro
Animal Health Corporation, Hester Biosciences
Limited, Venky's India,
Dechra Pharmaceuticals
PLC, Elanco and Merck
Animal Health are among
the leading companies in
the poultry vaccines market.
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In
January
2020,
Boehringer
Ingelheim
launched
Vaxxitek
HVT+IBD+ND.
The vaccine provides a
strong immune foundation
and optimised protection
against Marek's disease,
infectious bursal disease
(classic and variant types)
and Newcastle disease.
In October 2020, ProBioGen AG and Ceva
Santé Animale announced
an exclusive licence agreement between them for the
manufacturing of vectorised poultry vaccines using ProBioGen’s proprietary AGE1.CR technology.
The technology has
proved its versatility and
value in the animal health
sector.
In February 2021, Merck
Animal Health Intelligence formed specialised
operating unit that will
take its name.
Based on the company’s
strategic vision for animal health intelligence
and data expertise, Merck
Animal Health Intelligence is a complementary
business that specialises in
identification, traceability,
monitoring solutions and
services to help improve
animal management and
health outcomes.
North America is the
largest market for poultry
vaccines and the US holds
the largest share of the
regional market, followed
by Canada.
The market growth in
the US is attributed to the
increasing cases of zoonotic diseases in poultry
– such as Newcastle disease and avian influenza
– a rise in consumption of
poultry products and meat,
a surge in government support for the research and
development activities for
veterinary products, and
growing technological advancements for manufacturing new vaccines across
the country.
On the other hand, Asia
Pacific is expected to register the highest CAGR in
the global poultry vaccines
market during 2021–2028.
In the year 2020, the
French Ministry of Agriculture confirmed the
infection of highly pathogenic H5N8 avian influenza on 6000 ducks from
a duck farm in BenesseMariamne in Landes.
The country had previously detected the H5N8
virus infection among
birds sold in three pet
shops in mid-November
2020.
Moreover, Saudi Arabia
reported a highly pathogenic H5N8 avian influenza virus outbreak on a
poultry farm.

The emergence occurred
in the Central Sudair region and killed 22,700
birds.
The other 385,300 birds
in the flock were slaughtered.
The case was the first
outbreak of the H5N8 virus in Saudi Arabia since
July 2018.
Thus, the rising number
of various poultry diseases
is maximising the demand
for vaccines for chickens,
thereby boosting the global poultry vaccines market
growth.
Poultry vaccines assist in
averting a specific disease
by accelerating the birds’
immune systems to generate antibodies.
They are essential for
poultry disease control
and the prevention of viral
diseases.
The uncontrolled spread
of diseases due to the lack
of vaccination may result
in adverse events, such as
outbreak in entire poultry
flock.
Poultry vaccines help enhance production levels by
controlling the spread of
contagious diseases.
Zoonotic diseases –
Newcastle disease and
avian influenza – are the
major poultry diseases.
Poultry vaccines market
segmental overview
Type-based insights
The global poultry vaccines market, by type, is
segmented into broiler,
layer and breeder.
The breeder segment led
the market in 2021, and the
market for this segment
is expected to grow with
a high CAGR during the
forecast period.
For many viral infections, the breeder is first
given a live vaccine then
given an inactivated
booster vaccine four to
six weeks later to ensure
protection for the entire
production cycle.
The majority of breeder
vaccines are given during
the first 18 weeks after
birth – the rearing phase.
When the first hatching
eggs are collected, it needs
high protection, which
should last until the end of
the egg production cycle.
Technology-based insights
The global poultry vaccines market, by technology, is segmented into live
attenuated vaccines, inactivated vaccines, recombinant vaccines and others.
The live attenuated vaccines segment led the
market in 2021, and it is
expected to register a high
CAGR during the forecast
period.
Attenuated or modified
live vaccines are made

by weakening the pure
cultures of infectious microbes, usually by culturing the pathogen in the
laboratory until it loses or
reduces its ability to cause
a disease and then providing a small dose of these
inactivated organisms during vaccination.
However, life attenuated
vaccine is effective if it
shows mild immune response by growing within
the bird.
Live attenuated vaccines
come under the most effective vaccine category
due to rapid and long-lasting response, low cost and
little allergenicity.
Dosage form-based insights
The global poultry vaccines market, by dosage
form, is segmented into
liquid vaccines, freezedried vaccines and dust
powdered vaccines.
The liquid vaccines segment led the market in
2021 – moreover, it is expected to register the highest CAGR in the market
during the forecast period.
Disease-based insights
The global poultry vaccines market, by disease,
is segmented into infectious bronchitis, avian influenza, Marek's disease,
infectious bursal disease,
Newcastle disease, salmonellosis and others.
The Newcastle disease
segment led the market in
2021, however the market
for the avian influenza
segment is expected to
grow at a high CAGR during the forecast period.
Avian influenza is a
highly contagious viral
disease that affects both
domestic and wild birds.
Route of administrationbased insights
The global poultry vaccines market, by route of
administration, is segmented into drinking water and spray, intramuscular, subcutaneous and
others.
The drinking water and
spray segment led the
market in 2021, and it is
expected to register a high
CAGR in the market during the forecast period.
End user-based insights
Based on end user, the
global poultry vaccines
market is segmented as
veterinary hospitals, poultry vaccination centre and
clinics, and poultry farms
and hatcheries.
The poultry farms and
hatchery segment led the
market in 2021 – moreover, it is expected to register a high CAGR in the
market during the forecast
period.
The Insight Partners
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Labor breaks farmers’ hearts
LABOR has broken
the hearts of farmers and rural and regional communities
battling workforce
shortages – recently
confirming it will not
continue with the Ag
Visa, despite tricky
words to the contrary.

is an insult to farmers
and the rural communities in which they
work and live, both in
substance and form.
“Labor buried its
long-awaited position
on the Ag Visa in a
wide-ranging Pacific
announcement made
NFF chief executive in Darwin.
“Labor should have a
officer Tony Mahar
said, “Unfortunately, policy on solving the
Labor has confirmed farm labour crisis – a
its intention to do crisis which impacts
away with the farmer- each and every Australian at the superdeveloped Ag Visa.”
“The NFF and our market checkout.
“Instead, this impormembers advocated
for an Ag Visa for tant issue has been reduced to a footnote in
more than five years.
“The Australian La- its Pacific Plan to play
bor Party had a chance to the politics of the
to demonstrate it had moment.
“Mr Albanese told
listened to farmers and
was committed to a the NFF National
bright future for agri- Conference, that Laculture by backing the bor would have a new
better solution.
Ag Visa.
“Instead, we got
“Instead, Labor has
turned its back on a more of the same couchance to be part of pled with empty posa solution for the sec- turing.
“We couldn’t be
tor’s workforce crisis.”
In tricky spin, Labor more disappointed to
will keep the Ag Visa see months of close enin name only, with the gagement with Labor
visa to be limited to agriculture spokesperworkers from Pacific son Julie Collins and
nations.
immigration spokes“Pacific workers are person Kristina Kenehighly valued by Aus- ally come to this,” Mr
tralian farmers and are Mahar said.
already well catered
Neither of these repfor by the short-term resentatives were a
Seasonal Worker Pro- part of the announcegram and the longer- ment in Darwin.
term Pacific AusNFF has campaigned
tralia Labor Mobility for the visa since 2016
Scheme,” Mr Mahar to cater for low skilled
said.
to highly skilled
farm
ai1649445804141_Untitled-2
copy.pdf
“The announcement workers from coun-

v2food debuts plant-based chicken
for love of poultry by Australians

tries further afield
than the Pacific.
“The lived experiv2food chief executive
V2FOOD, an Australian
ence of farmers across
plant-based meat produc- officer and founder Nick
agriculture
shows
er, is crossing the prover- Hazell said, “Our mission
the Pacific Australbial road into new pas- is to help the global popuia Labour Mobility
tures by launching a line lation live more sustainschemes, as effective
of plant-based crumbed ably by providing plantas they are, do not
chicken products in three based products, so a great
adequately address
varieties – tenders, nug- tasting easy to cook chickfarmer’s workforce reen range was always on the
gets and schnitzel.
quirements,” Mr MaThe new products mark cards for v2food.”
har said.
“We know Aussies love
v2food’s third plant-based
“We need a visa that
chicken
– in fact, data
casts the net further.”
protein innovation after
NFF supported the
the success of the com- shows that we eat an avergovernment’s focus
pany’s v2mince, v2burger age of 45kg of poultry per
year.
on coutries within the
and v2sausage, most re“If you wanted to visuAssociation of Southcently the launch of pork alise how much that is,
east Asian Nations and
in Asia.
it’s about the equivalent
continues to encourAs plant-based meats of 2250 chicken nuggets a
age the expansion of
continue to gain popularity year per person.
the program to counacross the globe, v2food
“Recent data tells us that
tries further afield to
has ramped up research 63 percent of Aussies are
access the number of
and development through now open to buying plantworkers and diversity
collaboration with CSIRO based meat as long as it
of skills needed.
food scientists to replicate tastes good.
“NFF also continues
the perfect texture, taste
“In order to make a real
to support initiatives
and smell of chicken.
difference to our planet,
to increase Australia’s
Developing a chicken- we need to create delicious
domestic farm worklike product was the natu- sustainable alternatives of
force, for example via
ral next step for v2food.
the foods we love, to make
leading the government’s AgCareerStart
Program,” Mr Mahar
said.
“Farmers would always prefer to employ
Australians but the
reality is, for the foreseeable future, agriculture will rely on a
combination of domestic and international
workers.
“Labor’s non-AgVisa position unfortunately demonstrates a
deaf ear when it comes
to supporting farmers
v2food has ramped up research and development
to1 access
the work-3:23 PMthrough collaboration with CSIRO food scientists
2022-04-08
force they need.”
to replicate the perfect texture, taste and smell of
chicken.

the switch easy and tasty
for meat-lovers,” Mr Hazell said.
“We are thrilled to unveil
our delicious plant-based
chicken products for everyone to enjoy.”
To celebrate the launch,
v2food’s food truck made
a road trip up the east coast
in March, giving Australians the opportunity to
have an exclusive first taste
of the v2tenders and v2schnitzel.
The road trip started at
Melbourne Street Eatz
Festival, then to the hometown of v2’s factory in Wodonga Square, it popped
up in Canberra, Sydney,
Newcastle and finished off
with a final event in Byron
Bay.
v2nuggets, v2schnitzel
and v2tenders are made
in Australia from soy, with
no artificial colours or flavours, non-GMO and with
the healthy benefits of pro-

tein, fibre and iron.
Traditional southernstyle v2tenders have
a crispy golden layer
topped with tasty southern herbs and spices,
while v2schnitzel is a
rustic style in a crunchy
golden crumb sprinkled
with delicious herbs and
cracked pepper.
The new products all
have the juiciness, texture
and flavour of chicken and
are ready to cook and use
in all your favourite recipes.
The v2tenders come in
a six pack at a suggested
retail of $8, and the v2schnitzel comes in a two
pack at a suggested retail
of $8.
Both products will be
available to consumers in
early May.
v2nuggets will be available exclusively through
foodservice in the coming
months.

Developing a chicken-like product was the natural
next step for v2food.
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Time to end farmers’ raw deal
AS supermarket prices
climb, most shoppers
would be shocked to
learn that some farmers
are not seeing one extra
dollar in their pocket.

With Farmbot Monitoring Solutions, the high intensity nature of grower
operations can be improved with remote visibility.

Farmbot provides remote
water monitoring expertise
FARMBOT Monitoring Solutions is an
Australian ag-tech
company that provides farmers with remote water monitoring products.

We recently sat down
with Southern Cross
Farms Australia chief
operations
officer
Greg Gaze to find out
how employing remote
water monitoring has
helped his 202ha broiler chicken operation.
“We can make better decisions by understanding the actual
destination of water,”
Mr Gaze said.
“We now see a shed
using 93LPM, whereas another is using
200LPM.
“It lets us understand

where our water is going and allows us to
isolate that location
and ensure water is going where it’s needed.”
Mr Gaze highlighted
many real-world examples of how this
technology has helped
improve operational
efficiencies.
Major factors included:
• Importance
of
24-hour, seven-days a
week asset visibility in
intensive farming operation
• Increased
water
security and reduced
wastage
• Clarity in decision
making processes
• Improved employee
work and life balance.
We believe that

Farmbot has a solution for chicken farms
across Australia, no
matter their scale.
By adopting agtech solutions such as
Farmbot Monitoring
Solutions, the high intensity nature of these
operations can be improved with remote
visibility.
To make technology even more inviting, farmers willing to
spend on technology
that helps lift efficiency and productivity
can claim 120 percent
in tax deductions – another reason to invest.
For more information
or to read the Southern
Cross Farms Australia
case
study,
visit
farmbot.com.au

National Farmers’ Federation chief executive
officer Tony Mahar said,
“Many farmers continue
to be ripped off, held to
ransom by the might and
power of the food supply
chain with little to no protections from Australia’s
competition law.”
This election, the NFF is
calling on both major parties to have the courage to
commit to the competition law reform needed to
level the playing field for
farmers, small businesses
and ultimately consumers.
“Australians
expect
farmers to receive their
fair share for the food
they produce,” Mr Mahar
said.
“But while prices are
on the up, farmers remain
price takers, at the mercy
of the formidable bargaining position of processors
and retailers.”
Mr Mahar said the time
for tough talk from those
in office was over.
“Actions speak louder
than words,” he said.
“To date, action has
been missing-in-action.
“There must be an end to
the unfair, unethical and
unconscionable business
practices that hurt farmers, small businesses,and
consumers.”
Shockingly, farmers behind an Aussie household
staple are among those
most poorly treated.
Australians eat more
than 47kg per person of

chicken per year, yet poultry growers are well and
truly at the bottom of the
pecking order.
“Poultry farmers do not
own the birds but care for
them on behalf of powerful processing companies, yet it’s the farmers
who are required to own
and maintain the sheds,
equipment and resources
needed to do this,” Mr
Mahar said.
“The chicken meat processing industry is highly
concentrated.
“Growers have few options as to who they contract with.
“Often growers have no
option but to accept contracts that aren’t in their
best interest.
“Poultry farmers are often
required to make sizeable
infrastructure investments
only to face the possibility
that their contracts can be
terminated with little to no
notice, with no alternative
contract arrangements to
fall back on.”

The NFF has documented case studies
across the poultry and also horticulture industries
of egregious commercial
behaviours that farmers
have little choice but to
contend with.
“It speaks volumes that
most impacted farmers
are reluctant to speak
publicly about their mistreatment in fear of reprisal,” Mr Mahar said.
“It’s a clear demonstration of how broken some
of our food supply chain
has become and how inadequate many current
competition protections
are.”
In its #TimeToThrive
federal election platform,
the NFF is calling for:
• The establishment of
the Perishable Agricultural Goods Advocate to
undertake compliance
and enforcement activities on behalf of the most
vulnerable in the food
supply chain
• The implementation

of overdue changes to unfair contract terms that
allow for unfair clauses
to be struck out of contracts and importantly,
create financial penalties for those using unfair
contract terms
• The reform of merger and acquisitions laws
that provide the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission with
teeth to stop acquisitions
that may create undue
market concentration in
the future and provide the
ACCC with greater ability to place conditions on
such acquisitions
• The introduction of a
legislative ‘right to repair’
for farm machinery that
will ensure farmers are
not gouged for the cost
of machinery repairs and
maintenance, as recommended by the Productivity Commission.
Find out more and
sign up to receive NFF’s
Policy Voting Guide at
TimeToThrive.com.au

The chicken meat processing industry is highly concentrated and growers have
few options as to who they contract with.

GRIND YOUR OWN LITTER
WITH THE MIGHTY GIANT
• Hydraulic tilt tub
• Single operator friendly with remote control
• 25FT swivel conveyor
• Grind a straw bale to 20mm in a minute or less
• Built in the US with all parts available and in
stock in Australia.
“There is no machine like it on the market. It will grind bales as
fast as you can load them!”
Contact Tony Byron 0425 425 485
or tbonetone@hotmail.com

www.valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au
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Farmers buy big prior to tax time
WITH media focussing
our attention on the upcoming federal election,
it’s easy to forget that
we’ll soon be doing our
tax returns.

Traceability and
its importance
BUSINESSES are increasingly listening to
what their customers
want and are becoming more transparent
about where and how
their products are
farmed, sourced and
made.

For businesses to accurately promote the
origins of these products, they need to have
the systems in place to
trace them back to the
source.
But how does traceability work, and why
is it really that important?
Traceability in food
production is the ability to trace the ingredients in a product
through a supply chain,
all the way back to the
source.
When you pick up a
product at your local
supermarket or grocer, chances are that
the product has been
through multiple steps
in a supply chain before ending up in your
basket.
Being able to trace
ingredients is not only
important for food
safety and quality assurance, but it also
allows businesses to
make sure that any
public claims made
about their product are
true and accurate, and
that no substitution or
product tampering is
occurring.
Effective and wellmanaged systems focussed on ensuring
product traceability
also make it easier for
businesses to rectify
any issues if they occur.
What makes a good
traceability system
These systems should
be able to:
Manage
large
amounts of product data and information including the quantity of
product supplied and/
or received
Trace products and

ingredients forwards
and backwards in their
supply chains
Test the systems’ own
effectiveness through
mock recall exercises
Use a mass balance
exercise to account for
the volume of materials at all stages of production, to make sure
that no substitution or
mixing of products is
occurring.
RSPCA Approved
certification,
more
than animal welfare
The RSPCA Approved
Farming
Scheme works hard
to make sure that any
product that carries the
RSPCA Approved certification has indeed
come from the farms
and abattoirs that are
regularly
assessed
against the RSPCA’s
animal welfare standards.
To do this, annual
assessments of each
business in the supply chain of RSPCA
Approved products
are conducted against
our publicly available Chain of Custody
Standard.
Australians are driving change for some
of our country’s most
intensively farmed animals, simply through
their purchasing decisions.
When these consumers pick up a product
with an animal welfare
claim, this needs to be
verifiable to demonstrate how that product
is raising the bar for
farm animals.
By choosing a product with a robust certification process and
strict traceability requirements, such as
RSPCA Approved,
conscious consumers can support the
companies and farmers who are leading
the way in improving
welfare for millions
of farm animals every
year.

Some advice from Aussie Pumps, an Australian manufacturer of great
products designed for Australian conditions and applications.
100 percent depreciation
Farmers and businesses
with a turnover of less than
$10 million get the benefit
of a 100 percent write off
on assets worth individually up to $150,000.
The benefits are enormous, and Aussie Pumps
has come up with a series
of great ideas that will appeal to farmers.
Aussie Pumps has developed its range of self-priming centrifugal pumps and
high-pressure water blasters over the past 28 years

with the end-user in mind.
Aussie Pumps chief engineer John Hales said,
“When doing our design
work, we always talk to
users to get feedback for
what they think the product
should be like.”
“The engineering and design team always want to
know what the user thinks
because, after all, they have
had more on-the-job experience than we ever will.”
The results are products
that represent real advantages over both local and
imported competitors, that
are safer and more economical to use, and are
therefore significantly better value for money.
Aussie’s self-priming
revolution
Aussie Pumps range of
GMP electric-drive semitrash pumps start from 2”
and go up to big 8” models
handling 8300LPM.

Ideal for effluent transfer,
these heavy-duty cast-iron
pumps will self-prime from
6m vertical lift.
A front-mounted cleanout port is built into the
pump’s body, mounted below the suction port.
That simple feature
means the pump can be
cleared of debris or blockage in a matter of minutes
without disconnecting suction or discharge pipework.
All Aussie GMP pumps
come with a unique 3-year
pump end warranty.
Clean-up Australia
The company has developed what amounts to
unique engine and electricdrive pressure cleaners.
Conceived, designed and
built in Australia at the
Aussie Pumps facility in
Sydney’s Norwest business
district, the machines offer features that are significantly upgraded when

compared to those imported from other countries.
The Scud’s unique design
is its curved sculpted frame
– there are no sharps and
when fitted with big 13”
steel wheels and flat-free
tyres, the machines are
highly manoeuvrable.
The heart of the system
is a ‘Big Berty’ Bertolini pump gearbox drive
running at slow speed –
1450rpm.
Designed for a long and

trouble-free life.
The latest introduction
of the Scud is a high-flow
version, suitable for washdown.
For more information on
Aussie Pumps great range
of products, including
the electric motor-drive
heavy-duty trash pumps
for effluent handling and
professional
pressure
cleaners, contact your local
Aussie Pump dealer at
aussiepumps.com.au

A 4” Aussie GMP effluent pump going to work in a
facility in Victoria.

IMPACT SALMONELLA NUMBERS
BEFORE THEY IMPACT YOURS.
What doesn’t get into your operation, won’t hurt you. Poulvac® ST aids
in reducing Salmonella levels1. Discover the benefits of Poulvac® ST
and help give Salmonella the boot.

CONTACT YOUR ZOETIS REPRESENTATIVE TO LEARN HOW POULVAC ST CAN
HELP YOUR OPERATION EXPERIENCE MORE | 1800 814 883

1

Data on file, Study report No. 04-16-7ADMI

ZL1456

Annual assessments of each business in the
supply chain of RSPCA Approved products are
conducted against our publicly available Chain
of Custody Standard.
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Ingham’s Animal Health and Welfare Report for the 2021 Financial Year transparently details the company’s commitment to protecting and enhancing the welfare
of all birds in its care.

WORLD CLASS POULTRY
EQUIPMENT FOR BROILERS, LAYERS AND REARING

Ingham’s animal health
and welfare report
INGHAM’S is committed to protecting and enhancing the welfare of
all birds in its care.

SKIOLD LANDMECO

Its Animal Health and
Welfare Report for the
2021 Financial Year
transparently details this
commitment.
This includes:
• Building on its heritage of animal welfare
expertise to formalise its
animal welfare strategy
• Protecting animal welfare through accountable
leadership and innovation

• Holding external accreditation with animal
welfare organisations.
Ingham’s is proud that
at every stage of their
life, its birds are fed
carefully formulated diets developed by its nutritionists and with most
feed being produced in
company operated feedmills.
Myth busting a common misconception…
the report also highlights
that hormones are not
approved for use in Aus-

tralia and New Zealand
in the poultry industry
and that Ingham’s does
not use artificial or hormonal growth promoting
substances in the production of any of its poultry.
Ingham’s best practice
commitment to animal
welfare and transparent reporting helps the
company to achieve its
purpose to provide deliciously good food in the
best way.
Read the full report at
inghams.com.au

Nutriment Health Australia
appoints Charlie Culley

Unique, open system designed with staggered tiers
ensures the birds optimum freedom of movement

SKIOLDVMS

SKIOLD VMS specialise in the design, sales and installation
of world class poultry farms. We supply the latest in
equipment for broilers, layers, breeders and rearing from
one of Europe's leading manufactors. Unique and patented
equipment proven for the best results and optimal animal
welfare. We design cost-eﬀective, robust systems with high
performance and long life.
Want to know more? Contact one of our sales representatives on:
Tel: 07 55 477 588
www.vacmillsolutions.com.au
www.landmeco.com
Email: sales@vacmillsolutions.com.au
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NUTRIMENT Health
are very pleased to
announce the appointment of global meat
and livestock identity
Charlie Culley in the
role of national sales
and marketing manager.

Charlie started in
April 2022, focussing
on helping agribusiness
in the field of sustainable and profitable animal protein production
– as companies navigate changing market
requirements driven by
consumer preference
and the requirement for
affordable safe sustainable food.
Charlie is well versed
in the animal feed additive business and the
new technologies Nutriment Health have
introduced into the
Australasian livestock
industries.

His previous roles at
DSM, Alpharma Animal Health and Ridley
Agriproducts have given Charlie exposure to
many different aspects
of animal protein production.
During his 11-year
tenure with DSM, Charlie held various roles,
moving from the position of general manager
Oceania followed by
commercial manager of
DSM Premix based in
Basel, Switzerland.
Later he was responsible for DSM’s global
Vitamin D program.
Prior to working with
DSM, Charlie gained a
firm grounding in animal nutrition by working in various agricultural enterprises, holding senior nutritionist
roles through to agribusiness management
roles in animal health

and agricultural engineering enterprises.
Charlie and family are now living on
the Sunshine Coast in
Queensland with family farming interests
at Crookwell, NSW
and formerly Eidsvold,
Queensland.

Charlie Culley joins
Nutriment
Health
Australia as its new
national sales and
marketing manager.

www.poultrynews.com.au

NFF welcomes Limiting e coli transmission from hen to chick
farm safety
THE National Farmers’ Federation welcomes the coalition’s
commitment of $10
million to improve
farm safety outcomes,
if elected, which the
NFF anticipates will
include an allocation
to continue the lifesaving work of Farmsafe Australia.

NFF chief executive
officer Tony Mahar
said, “Our people are
agriculture’s most important asset.”
“Part of the plan for
agriculture to be a $100
billion industry by
2030 includes a target
for zero farm fatalities
by the same year.”
Farmsafe Australia,
of which NFF is the
secretariat, has been
leading transformational work to achieve
better farm safety outcomes.
“Farmsafe’s most recent work was made
possible by a $1.9 million federal government grant in 2019,” Mr
Mahar said.
“Since then, there has
been a 21 percent decrease in farm accident
fatalities.
“The coalition’s commitment could supercharge Farmsafe’s capacity to improve farm
safety awareness and
culture change across
the agriculture, fisheries and forestry sectors.
“We also welcome
the coalition’s funding

commitment for new
activities to continue
the implementation
of the National Farm
Safety Education Fund
Strategy.”
Farmsafe’s
Safer
Farms 2020 report revealed agriculture was
ranked as the second
most dangerous industry to work in by rate
of fatalities, with those
over the age of 50 most
at risk from farm-related injuries or death.
The coalition’s pledge
delivers on NFF’s Time
to Thrive election platform to provide additional funding to implement the National Farm
Safety Education Fund
Strategy and to support
the work of Farmsafe
Australia.
“We call on Labor
to demonstrate a similar commitment to the
safety and wellbeing of
our farmers and farm
workers,” Mr Mahar
said.
Sign up to receive
NFF’s policy voting
guide at timetothrive.
com.au

NFF CEO Tony Mahar.
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THE following is an
interview with Henrik
Christensen of the University of Copenhagen
regarding limiting the
transmission of e coli
from hen to chicks.

Escherichia coli infection, or colibacillosis, is a
major cause of first-week
mortality in broilers.
How do neonatal chicks
contract and spread the
infection?
E coli can be transmitted
horizontally in the hatchery or vertically from parent to offspring.
Genuine vertical infection happens when e coli
colonises the egg-laying
‘machinery’ of the bird,
including the oviduct and
cloaca, resulting in the
embryos becoming infected.
More often, however,
it’s the surface of the egg
that’s contaminated with
e coli, causing infection
at hatch.
This is what we call egg
infection, but in a way, it’s
also functioning as vertical transmission that can
then spread horizontally
to a very large number of
chicks, increasing risk of
first-week mortality.
How is colibacillosis
typically controlled in
the hatchery setting?
In the past, day-old
chicks were sometimes
treated with antibiotics to
control e coli infection,
but this approach has fallen out of favour in many
countries since antibiotic
resistance is a major concern.
Meanwhile we have also
seen evidence of a high
degree of vertical transfer
from parent to offspring.

This means that new approaches are required, using all-in-all-out production methods, high levels
of biosecurity, vaccination
and competitive exclusion.
And as it’s very difficult to control horizontal
spread in the production
setting, limiting vertical
transmission is especially
important.
How does vaccination
help limit the vertical
transmission of e coli?
There are three indirect
ways in which vaccination
helps.
First, vaccination of
broiler parents should
improve their immune response toward e coli infection, thereby reducing
the chance of transmitting
e coli to the embryo or
eggshell.
Furthermore, vaccination also supports maternally derived immunity in
chicks, helping to further
limit the risk of infection
and severe disease.
Finally, research has
shown that vaccination
leads to changes in e coli
populations.
If this were to reduce the
pathogenic components,
this could also affect vertical transfer.
What was that barrier
preventing the use of
Poulvac e coli in Europe
for birds in lay?
Poulvac e coli has been
approved for use during
the laying period in many
other markets for several
years.
In Europe, however, its
authorisation did not allow
for use in lay or within six
weeks of onset of the laying period, which is standard practice when safety

data on a vaccine’s use
during lay has not been
presented.
The laying period is a
stressful time for birds, so
there was concern that the
additional stress caused
by vaccination could be
harmful.
However, the European
Medicines Agency recently lifted this restriction based on evidence of
the vaccine’s safety for use
during lay, including results from an independent
study we conducted at the
University of Copenhagen.
What were you looking
for in your safety study
and how was it set up?
Our study was conducted
in more than 10,000-layer
parents in Denmark.
We looked at the effect of
vaccination on bird health,
laying performance and
hatching results, and also
whether the vaccine strain
could shed cloacally and
survive in or on the surface of the eggs.
The birds were vaccinated with Poulvac e coli
twice during rearing – at
five days and 14 weeks
– and a third time while
the birds were in lay at 30
weeks.
Egg samples and cloacal
swabs were taken three
and seven days following
the third vaccination to
determine presence of the
e coli vaccine strain inside
and on the surface of the
eggs.
And what did you find?
We found that the vaccine strain was not shed
cloacally and was not present in or on the eggs.
Furthermore, Poulvac e
coli had no adverse effects
on health and production

parameters – including
number of eggs, hatching
and progeny – when administered to birds in lay.
How will producers in
Europe benefit from
being able to vaccinate
hens in lay against e
coli?
Producers can now vaccinate birds in lay against
e coli with the assurance
that it does not cause adverse effects, and the vaccine strain will not survive
in the environment or on
the surface of the eggs.
The hens themselves
will also be better pro-

tected – so we can help
decrease mortality related
to e coli and improve animal welfare.
The other reason is
mainly related to broiler
parents, because by limiting the level of e coli infection, we’re able to limit
the vertical transfer of e
coli to the broilers.
It’s also a way to limit
the spread of e coli, some
of which have a zoonotic
potential to be transferred
into the human food chain.
First appeared in Poultry
Health Today.

Electron micrograph of e coli bacteria. Photo: Rocky
Mountain Laboratories, NIAID, NIH

Colibacillosis is an infection that can be either localised or systemic caused by avian pathogenic e coli.
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Garry Grant
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P: 02 4732 5520
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Equipment You Can Trust
A Team You Can Rely On

www.patarker.com.au
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Greg Heeney

David Sinclair
Operations Manager

Bulk Feed Transport and Silo Aeration

Dean Guenther

Country Manager,
Australia
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Oceania

gheeney@zinpro.com

dguenther@zinpro.com
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pressure cleaner manufacturer
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Insurance a key factor in building resilience Protecting farm
THE emotional and physical toll of drought and
floods on Australian agricultural communities is
costly, but the financial
toll is forever front of
mind for those in primary
production – especially
when it comes to insurance.

But thanks to researchers from the University of
Southern Queensland, a
new Drought Resilience
Innovation Grants project
led by the Queensland
Farmers’ Federation and
funded through the Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund, plans to

transform how index-based
insurance and optimal crop
management can be used
to reduce financial risk and
improve income stability.
The project will see QFF
collaborate with USQ and
will offer access to crop
insurance so farmers can
take better-informed risks.
QFF chief executive officer Jo Sheppard said expertise provided by USQ will
assist them as the lead project institution to ensure the
targeted insurance products
are deliverable.
“The ability for farmers
to self-manage risk is an
important part of building

If insurance money was triggered within the week
post a disaster event – flood, drought or heatwave –
this will help growers to get back to their feet quickly.
Photo: Darryl Cleeve

resilience and sustainability in their enterprises,” Ms
Sheppard said.
“The impact of prolonged
drought and severe flooding
events can be catastrophic
on the viability of a farming business and the sector
is working hard to develop
ways in which farmers can
plan for and mitigate this
risk where possible.
“It is important that research is conducted closely
with industry and the opportunity to collaborate
with the USQ Centre for
Climate Sciences on this
important work is welcomed.
“The issue of being able
to access effective and affordable crop insurance has
been raised many times by
industry as a gap in terms
of farmers being able to
self-insure against risk.
“This project will bring
research and industry together and enable further
work to be undertaken to
seek commercially viable
solutions for farmers in
managing risk.”
Professor
Shahbaz
Mushtaq from the USQ
CACS said currently it’s
common practice for farmers to plant earlier or later in

the season in an attempt to
reduce the frost risk, as an
example.
Planting late can expose
crops to more severe heat
and drought events later in
the growing season.
Alternatively planting
early to avoid heat stress
exposes crops to frost.
“This makes sense, however while those strategies
might reduce weather impacts, it does compromise
yield and income because
they’re not planting at the
best time for their particular crop,” Prof Mushtaq
said.
“Ideally, the farmer needs
to plant in that optimal
window and they’re more
likely to do that if the risk
of doing so is covered by
insurance.
“Through this process
we want to explore optimal strategies and identify
those key risks to better
inform the grower so they
can strategically use insurance to get higher yields
and high-income outcomes.
“Ultimately, we want
farmers to use insurance as
a risk management strategy
through offering credible
research to show them how
it can be done.”

Prof Mushtaq said by developing ‘fit for purpose’
affordable insurance projects and an industry discretionary mutual fund as
a cost-effective channel
for wider distribution and
adoption, the project will
grow the self-reliance and
performance of the agricultural sector.
“There’s also the case that
this strengthens the wellbeing and social resilience
of rural, regional and remote agricultural dependent communities too,” Prof
Mushtaq said.
“For example, if insurance money was triggered
within the week post a disaster event – flood, drought,
or heatwave – this will help
growers to get back to their
feet quickly.
“This then can have an
immediate positive impact
on the communities connected to the farms affected.
“By reducing farmer risk
and creating viable insurance options that shifts the
burden from the public sector to the insurance sector, there’s also the likely
outcome of reducing public
costs of drought and flood
assistance.”

gate returns
THE Coalition Government is committing $20 million to
boost on-farm biosecurity and traceability systems as part of
our plan for a stronger future.

Minister for Agriculture and Northern
Australia David Littleproud said sound
traceability and biosecurity starts on the
farm and is foundational to Australia’s
national biosecurity.
“Effective on-farm
biosecurity practices
and the ability to trace
agricultural products
is critical to protecting
farm gate returns and
supporting new and
continued access to
export markets,” Minister Littleproud said.
“We’ll offer up to
three rounds of grant
funding for activities
that will support industry and producers

to prepare for, mitigate against and respond to biosecurity
risks.
“These grants will
be delivered in partnership with interested state and territory
governments, so they
will be able to tackle
the issues of greatest
importance in their
respective jurisdictions.
“Our ability to trace
livestock and agricultural products quickly and effectively is
fundamental to robust
biosecurity and food
safety systems, as well
as critical to our agricultural export certification process.”
“Biosecurity is a
key pillar of industry’s $100 billion by
2030 goal – this is a
great opportunity for
our producers to uplift
their biosecurity efforts.”
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DON’T WING IT!

TRUST A WORLD LEADER IN COMMERCIAL EGG SOLUTIONS.
NOW IN AUSTRALIA.

> European quality construction
> Cage free conversions
> Aviaries for free range and cage free houses
> Aviary pullet rearing systems
> Total turn key project solutions available
> Tailored finance available

WITH OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE – TECNO POULTRY EQUIPMENT
IS A WORLD LEADER IN PROVIDING COMMERCIAL EGG SOLUTIONS.
Generations of knowledge and experience go into the design and
manufacture of Tecno Poultry equipment. Technical innovation, European
materials and quality control ensure a high value product. This provides the
farmer with the best tools and support to achieve good stock management,
profitability and growth.
Tecno offers cutting-edge solutions for commercial egg farmers. Supporting
the customer throughout the full production cycle. Utilising automated
feeding, nesting, drinking, egg collection and environment controls.

To find out more contact Bruno Pimenta.
email: bruno.pimenta@agcocorp.com
tel: 0476 760 240
www.poultryequipment.com
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