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Chook Chat Hack is a hit

The Governor General David Hurley, Mrs Hurley, UNE’s Chancellor Mr James 
Harris, Dr Natalie Morgan, Tamsyn Crowley and Hailey Cameron.

POULTRY Hub Aus-
tralia’s Chook Chat 
Hack was a real hit 
and attracted a great 
deal of interest. 

Teams of undergradu-
ate students studying at 
Australian universities 
were asked to tackle 
the looming food short-
age of 2050, and how 
chickens and eggs 
could be the answer. 

Teams participated 
in a five-day hack and 
were provided with all 
the information needed 
to make their video en-
try. 

The winner received 
$3,000 in cash and 
the runner-up, a de-
luxe chicken coop… of 
course! 

The ideas the groups 
had were tremendous.

I was really excited 
to see the submissions 
and thoroughly enjoyed 
interacting with all the 
teams and answering 
their chicken questions. 

To check out the vid-
eos of all our finalists 
and the winners, head 
to our website, poultry-
hub.org. 

We are back into the 

swing of things with 
research and welcomed 
13 preliminary propos-
als from our open call 
for research. 

Many fantastic ideas 
were received from 
teams of capable scien-
tists and their industry 
partners. 

I look forward to 
bringing you the details 
of the successful pro-
jects very soon. 

I would like to take 
this opportunity to an-
nounce that we have 
$5,000 honours schol-
arships, which are 
available for honours 
students undertaking a 
poultry research pro-
ject at an Australian 
university. 

PHA is committed 
to attracting the best 
and brightest students 
to our industry and re-
taining them. 

For more details of 
the scholarship or how 
to apply, contact us at 
poultryhub@une.edu.
au or head to our web-
site.

Last month, the PHA 
team had the pleasure 
of meeting the Gov-
ernor General and his 
wife Mrs Hurley. 

They paid us a visit to 
learn more about poul-
try and the work we are 
doing. 

We talked at length 
about the training we 
have been undertaking 

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

* continued P2

Jess Spencer and Dion Andary of Days Eggs test drove the biosecurity virtual reality program launched by 
Australian Eggs through the sustainability framework report 2021.

THE industry has 
launched two game-
changers for Australian 
farmers – a farm sustain-
ability dashboard and a 
biosecurity virtual real-
ity tool – to help egg 
farmers to continue to 
improve on-farm and 
business practices.

These two tools are an-
nounced in the third sus-
tainability framework re-
port. 

The Australian Eggs 
sustainability framework 
report examines the rela-
tionship between the Aus-
tralian community and 
the egg industry, using in-
sights from annual CSIRO 
community research.

In direct response to key 
issues raised by the com-
munity and industry as 
part of the sustainability 
framework process, Aus-
tralian Eggs has devel-
oped the tools.

Days Eggs, a family-
managed egg business lo-
cated in South Australia 

that has been producing 
and delivering eggs for 
over 30 years, are the 
state’s largest egg pro-
ducer.

Days Eggs poultry wel-
fare manager Jess Spen-
cer believes the biosecu-
rity virtual reality tool, 
launched through the 
sustainability framework 
report of 2021, improves 
efficiency in training and 
allows farm managers to 
raise the initial skill set 
of new members, as well 
as providing additional 
training to help raise the 
skill set of current team 
members who may learn 
better through this type of 
training delivery. 

Australian Eggs world-
leading agritech tools will 
help farmers improve sus-
tainability and biosecurity 
practices.

Ms Spencer explains a 
key benefit of delivering 
biosecurity training virtu-
ally is that it allows com-
plete induction training in 
a controlled environment 

without the need to be on 
farm. 

“This in turn increases 
safety and mitigates wel-
fare risks by reducing the 
chance of any issues aris-
ing from new staff learn-
ing on farm, who aren’t 
competent in biosecurity 
yet,” she said.

“The content of the VR 
program is based on cur-
rent biosecurity measures 
and will provide a great 
tool for basic induction 
biosecurity training of 
new staff, as well as re-
fresher training for other 
staff. 

“It encourages the user 
to seek out biosecurity is-
sues and gives them feed-
back on their answers as 
well as tips.”

The world-leading agr-
itech, part of Australian 
Eggs sustainability frame-
work process, supports 
learning by not allowing 
the user to progress to 
other areas until they have 
answered all questions 
within an area correctly. 

With the display screen, 
the program allows man-
agers to view how the user 
faired with their answers, 
giving an idea of their un-
derstanding of biosecurity 
and what their training 
needs are. 

“It makes the person us-
ing it actively think about 
what the risks are and 
what they must do to miti-
gate them,” Ms Spencer 
said.

Australian Eggs manag-
ing director Rowan Mc-
Monnies said, “Our new 
biosecurity VR tool al-
lows new and existing 
staff to be trained in a 
close to real-life environ-
ment, driving efficiencies 
and improving training 
outcomes.”

“It’s great to know the 
initiatives we developed 
in response to community 
issues raised through our 
sustainability framework 
are making an impact, 
with Australians’ trust in 
our industry continuing to 
grow.” 

Biosecurity VR tool improving skill levels
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How to supply event details: Send all 
details to National Poultry Newspaper, PO 
Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178, call 07 3286 
1833 or email: design@collins.media

2021

APR 14-15 – Poultry Symposium 
for Production & Processing, 
live and virtual event, US, www.
thepoultryfederation.com

JUN 21-23 – European Symposium on 
the Quality of Poultry Meat and XIX 
European Symposium on the Quality 
of Eggs and Egg Products, Krakow, 
Poland www.eggmeat2021.com

AUG 8-12 – World Poultry Congress, 
Paris, France www.wpcparis2020.
com

AUG 16-18 – World Poultry Science 
Association (WPSA) – Cambridge, UK 
www.wpsa2020.org

NOV 21-22 – AVAMS21, Gold Coast 
www.avams2020.com.au

2022

MAR 30 - APR 1 – 7th International 
Conference on Poultry Intestinal 
Health, Columbia, www.ihsig.com 

MAY 15-17 – Poultry Information 
Exchange and Australasian Milling 
Conference (PIX/AMC), www.pixamc.
com.au

All producers are encouraged  
to send in letters to be published in  

NPN, outlining any concerns  
or issues they may have with  

the industry. 

This is an open forum where you  
can cover any topic, whether for  

or against an issue.

Please send your letters to:  
editorial@collins.media or  

PO Box 162, Wynnum Qld 4178

HAVE YOUR SAY!

RECENTLY, one of Egg 
Farmers of Australia’s 
members told me a per-
son they had been speak-
ing with had been selling 
eggs as pocket money for 
their grandchildren and 
didn’t realise that they 
needed to be accredited. 

The person had not con-
sidered that if someone 
became sick from eating 
their eggs, they could be 
sued and lose their home. 

Several egg farmers 
have not sought public 
liability insurance, and 
consumers rarely think 
about the cost to farmers 

of doing business in order 
to provide safe, quality 
eggs.

So, where do the costs 
add up for egg farmers? 

These differ across 
states, but below is a list 
of many mandatory and 
operational requirements 
that egg farmers under-

take to bring yummy 
eggs to you.

• Administering man-
datory vaccinations to en-
sure hen health and avoid 
poultry diseases

• Employment of vets 
and nutritionists to ensure 
the best welfare for hens

• Sourcing of grain 
from an approved sup-
plier to ensure feed is 
disease-free

• Purchase of machin-
ery including a feed mill 
to mix feed for the hens

• Use of egg wash, sin-
gle-use fillers and egg 
cartons to reduce the risk 
of disease

• Purchase of foot baths 
and foot mats to reduce 
the risk of avian influen-
za, salmonella enteritid-
is and poultry diseases 
coming on farm

• Bearing the cost 
of personal protection 
equipment to reduce the 
risk of COVID-19 – a risk 
to the on-farm workforce 
and their   families 

• Implementation of 
staff training across all 
areas of the production 
system, including bios-
ecurity, animal welfare 
and human safety, which 
are of particular impor-
tance given the recent 
transition overseas of avi-
an influenza from birds 
to humans

• A refrigerated storage 
room for holding eggs

• Refrigerated trucks to 
move eggs from farm to 
store in optimal egg con-
ditions

• Logistic costs for the 
transport of chicks from 
hatchery to farm

• Quality assurance 
programs such as Egg 

Standards of Australia 
accreditation, Safe Food 
Production Queensland 
and Food Licencing in 
NSW

• Farm insurance, pub-
lic liability insurance, 
and vehicle insurance and 
registrations

• Work cover insurance 
for employees 

• Payment of employee 
wages and benefits 

• Payment of levy at 
hatchery for Australian 
Eggs to support research, 
development and market-
ing

• Land tax and income 
tax 

• Industry representa-
tion levies for Egg Farm-
ers of Australia to liaise 
with government on be-
half of all egg farmers 

• Industry marketing, 
research, development, 
extension and innova-
tion in order to continue 
farming using the latest 
cutting-edge practices.

All these costs are paid 
out before a farmer sees 
any return for their hard 
work.

Depending on their 
suppliers, payment for 
the eggs can be any-
where from 30-90 days.

So why do farmers do 
it?

Because they love 
what they do and want 
to bring the best product 
to you.

So, when you next pick 
up a dozen eggs, pause 
with gratitude for the 
farmer, their employees 
and hens that have worked 
hard to bring a safe and 
quality product to you and 
your family. Garry from Smalls Trading Co packing eggs.

by MELINDA HASHIMOTO
CEO

Chook Chat Hack is a hit

The Governor General and Mrs Hurley talking with Dr 
Morgan and Mr Bailey about chickens.

Safe quality eggs - result of 
costs borne by business

and how it has ben-
efited both the industry 
and the young people 
of the New England 
region. 

Mrs Hurley even 
had a go at our virtual 
chicken! 

We provided them 
with an opportunity 
to see the facilities, 
chat with many of the 
poultry scientists at 
the University of New 
England and of course, 
see cute fluffy chick-
ens. 

The visit was finished 
off with a round of You 
are My Sunshine and 
an inquiry about how 
PHA could help with 
a chicken coop at Gov-
ernment house.

All in all, a great day. 

* from P1

Mrs Hurley trying her hand at the virtual chicken.
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It’s not about  
what came first. 
It’s about what 
comes next.

For over 50 years, Australia’s egg farmers 
have trusted SBA’s quality layers to keep their 
egg supply moving. We’re Australia’s largest 
specialist supplier for a reason: our genetically 
superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old 
chicks and point-of-lay pullets are bred in the 
world’s most advanced facilities. And we are 
still investing in superior biosecurity, logistics 
and genetics to protect the future of our food 
security – and support your farm at every 
stage, from chicken to egg.

With SBA as your production partner, you can 
have confidence in what comes next.

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU

9873 SBA Brand FPC Ad - Egg.indd   1 10/11/17   3:46 pm
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Delivering Specialist Agribusiness 

Public Relations Skills that will 

build your business, enhance 

your brand, promote your 

products and sell your services, 

all backed by unsurpassed 

professionalism, experience  

and track record.

Contact Brendon Cant 

M  0417 930 536   E  brendon@iinet.net.au

The author holds high hopes for his $37 Ross or Cobb pastured chook once it hits 
his oven for next Sunday’s roast.

HAVING chirped away 
last month about the al-
most endless and poten-
tially confusing range of 
choices for egg buyers, 
I simply had to take a 
couple of phone pics of 
the myriad variety of 
eggs on offer when sub-
sequently shopping at a 
favourite nearby inde-
pendent supermarket.

The shop concerned 
does a great job of crea-
tively displaying its pro-
duce, contrasting big time 
with what the two big su-
permarkets tend to do, or 
not do.

The colourful egg carton 
packaging also added to 
the visual shopper-stopper 
experience.

Similarly, most of the 
cartons and adjacent sig-
nage told the story of the 
production type and place 
of origin – including de-
tails such as the fact eggs 
were collected by hand. 

Handy information or 
information overload, I 
wondered.

I further wondered how 
categorised cage eggs and 
even barn laid for that 
matter could compete in 
today’s shopper sensory 
overloaded world.

I’m thinking that they do 
still compete, albeit only 
at a person’s price point.

If shopper choice was 
ever insulated from the 
realities of household 
budgets and big picture 
economics, I doubt ‘old 
school eggs’ would be 
around much longer, other 
than in foodservice.

I expect their shelf life 
with shoppers will dimin-
ish in due course. 

Issues around animal 
welfare, place of origin, 
farming system, feed-
ing formulas, and health 
and supplement regimes 
are all increasingly in-
fluencing how cashed up 
shoppers and those with 
healthy credit card limits 
make their buying deci-
sions when it comes to 
food items.

In other words, unless 
egg producers and in-
deed chicken producers 
can pitch palatable, truth-
ful consumption stories, 
backed by a form of repu-
table auditing and perhaps 
industry or governmental 
certification, they may 
struggle to reach inside 
the hearts, minds and 
pockets of modern con-
sumers.

Speaking of chicken 
meat, I recently splashed 
out and spent $20/kg on a 
pasture-raised meat bird. 

That was a total of $37 
on what I hope roasts up 
into a true taste delight.

Though I had initially 
sought to buy a Sommer-
lad pasture-raised chook, 
I ended up with a Ross or 

Cobb broiler.
Frozen immediately af-

ter killing, as per the pho-
to and bought from a bou-
tique Perth metropolitan 
butcher, it should do the 
trick once thawed, nicely 
stuffed, then crisped up 
in the oven at 200C for 20 
minutes, before finishing 
off for one hour at 180C.

The Sommerlad chicken 
story is a particularly fas-
cinating one and I’m de-
termined to get my hands 
on one, albeit availability 
seems limited here in the 
west.

Michael Sommerlad 
has been working on the 
genetics of Sommerlad 
chickens for maybe 20 
years, selectively breed-
ing a meat bird that can 
thrive in the harshest of 
Australia’s outdoor condi-
tions.

He prioritises opti-
mal animal welfare and 
food quality from a bird 
with the genetic capac-
ity to better exploit a free 
range pastured environ-
ment, with features such 
as active foraging behav-
iour and enhanced physi-
ological capacity to uti-
lise grass and other plant 
materials, increased heat 
resistance, balanced body 
confirmation, strong legs 

and improved mobility.
He also chases what he 

refers to as “good live-
ability”, with improved 
natural resistance to dis-
eases endemic to Austral-
ian poultry flocks. 

According to Michael, 
all of these factors con-
tribute to a bird with far 
better animal welfare out-
comes than modern broil-
ers, particularly with re-
gard to mobility and heat 
tolerance.

Sommerlad chickens are 
100 percent Australian, 
developed specifically for 
Australian farming condi-
tions and are selected for 
the table between 10 and 
16 weeks of age – stand-
ard supermarket chickens 
are typically processed at 
about five weeks. 

A Sommerlad’s natu-
rally slow growth rate al-
lows its organs, muscles 
and bones to grow in har-
mony, and its longer out-
door life allows time to 
develop intramuscular fat 
and nutrient dense meat, 
with outstanding texture 
and flavour, according to 
Michael.

I look forward to check-
ing the flavour claim 
when I get my hands on 
one. 

Can’t wait. 

Cant Comment  
by  

BRENDON CANT

Today’s egg shoppers are spoilt for choice and occasionally confused. 

Egg producers shell out big bucks when it comes to 
colourful branding and clever story telling.

The chicken and the egg
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Mycosorb® A+. Protect your birds 
from the dangers of mycotoxins.

Mycotoxins impact animal health and your profits. Mycosorb® A+ aids in the management of 
adverse effects that may result from mycotoxin contaminants which could be present in stock feeds. 
The unique technology behind Mycosorb® A+ can help you fight the threat of mycotoxins in your 
birds’ feed. 

Choose the best protection and keep your birds and your profits healthy with Mycosorb® A+ and 
Alltech Lienert.

For more information on the threat from mycotoxins visit 
alltechlienert.com.au/our-solutions/mycotoxin-management/ 
or call a member of our On Farm Team on 1800 649 231. 

Animals are your business. Protecting them is ours. @AlltechAlltechLienertAlltechlienert.com.au
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GRIND YOUR OWN LITTER 
WITH THE MIGHTY GIANT

• Hydraulic tilt tub
• Single operator friendly with remote control
• 25FT swivel conveyor
• Grind a straw bale to 20mm in a minute or less
• Built in the US with all parts available and in 
stock in Australia.
“There is no machine like it on the market. It will grind bales as 

fast as you can load them!” 

Contact Leigh Byron 0418 425 485  
or leigh@valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

www.valtonfeedingsolutions.com.au

Mice on the march throughout NSW
AS mice numbers have 
increased in parts of 
the western region 
and soared in pockets 
throughout NSW, it is 
important landholders 
conduct thorough checks 
of paddocks, as well as 
sheds and machinery, for 
signs of mice activity. 

Until recently, explo-
sions in mouse popula-
tions in grain-growing 
areas were often followed 
by population crashes and 
consecutive years of little 
activity and damage.

However, mice now ap-
pear to have become a 
more persistent problem, 
with base populations car-
rying over from one year 
to the next, particularly 
in parts of the southern 
and northern cropping re-
gions.

It is believed current 
farming systems – no-till, 
stubble retention – could 
be contributing to mice 
becoming an annual rath-
er than cyclical problem.

The Grains Research 
and Development Cor-
poration recognises the 
enormity of the mouse 
problem and the severe 
impact it has on business-
es, families, communities 
and the broader industry.

In response to the in-
creasing prevalence of 
mice in many key grain-
growing regions of Aus-
tralia, the GRDC has 
injected a further $4.1 
million into mouse con-
trol research, development 
and extension initiatives.

The three key invest-
ments to be led by CSIRO 
will focus on understand-

ing mouse ecology, biol-
ogy and management, 
increasing surveillance 
and mouse feeding prefer-
ences.

The GRDC is commit-
ted to exploring all op-
tions in an effort to pro-
vide growers with better 
mouse control solutions. 

In addition to the new 
investments, the GRDC 
will continue to support 
a wide range of other on-
going mouse-related re-
search, development and 
extension initiatives.

If mice are becoming 
an increasing problem in 
your area, the GRDC and 
CSIRO have the latest ad-
vice and information to 
help manage the issue. 
Five quick tips for 
mouse control

• Apply broad scale zinc 

phosphide bait – accord-
ing to the label, at the 
prescribed rate of 1kg/ha

• Apply bait at seed-
ing or within 24 hours 
– while seed is still cov-
ered by soil increasing 
the likelihood of mice 
taking the bait prior to 
finding the seed, and re-
bait through the season 
as needed

• Timing is critical – de-
lays of 4-5 days in bait-
ing after seeding can give 
mice time to find crop 
seed and high populations 
can cause up to 5 percent 
damage each night

• Monitor and check 
paddocks regularly, and 
update local data using 
the MouseAlert website 
– feralscan.org.au/
mousealert/

• After harvest and pri-
or to sowing, minimise 
sources of food and shel-
ter, and control weeds 
and volunteer crops along 
fence lines, clean up re-
sidual grain by grazing or 
rolling stubbles.

While currently no per-
mit allows Local Land 
Services to produce a 
baited product for mice 
control, a wide range of 
baits are registered for 
use on mice. 

These rodent control 
products are not restrict-
ed and can be purchased 
from rural supply stores. 

The store's agronomist 
should be able to help you 
and provide advice on the 
products they sell. 

A complete list of cur-
rently registered products 
is available at apvma.gov.
au

For further information, 
visit grdc.com.au Mice numbers have soared in pockets throughout NSW.

Under the microscope: 
Australia’s efforts to curb 
antimicrobial resistance
THE Australian Gov-
ernment has published 
the final progress re-
port for Australia’s first 
national Antimicrobial 
Resistance Strategy 
2015–2019, detailing 
efforts to limit the inci-
dence of antimicrobial 
resistance in Australia.

AMR is recognised as 
one of the most serious 
health problems facing 
the world. 

As bacteria, viruses 
and fungi continue to 
develop resistance to ex-
isting medications, this 
presents a greater risk of 
serious health impacts, 
as well as affecting food 
production and the live-
lihoods and security of 
producers.

In 2020, the Australi-
an Government released 
the national Antimicro-
bial Resistance Strategy 
2020 and Beyond, and 
announced more than 
$22.5 million over four 
years in the 2020–21 
budget to implement it.

Minister for Agricul-
ture, Drought and Emer-
gency Management Da-
vid Littleproud said that 
globally the use of anti-
biotics in livestock had 
been recognised as a 
potential source for an-
timicrobial resistance.

“Australia is a world 
leader in minimising 
the use of antibiotics 
in food-producing ani-

mals, which means that 
there is a low risk of de-
veloping antimicrobial 
resistance from animals 
in this country,” Minis-
ter Littleproud said.

“We have introduced 
regulatory and industry 
changes to ensure regis-
tered animal antimicro-
bials that are medically 
important for human 
health no longer claim 
to promote growth in 
animals.”

Minister for Health 
and Aged Care Greg 
Hunt said the report 
identified important 
AMR initiatives and the 
collaborative efforts by 
government and private 
sector organisations 
across the One Health 
sectors of human and 
animal health, food and 
the environment.

“These combined ef-
forts aim to minimise 
the emergence and 
spread of drug-resistant 
organisms in Australia, 
and the region will en-
sure antimicrobial med-
icines continue to be ef-
fective and available to 
treat infections into the 
future,” Minister Hunt 
said.

“We have seen anti-
biotic dispensing rates 
for Australians stead-
ily decrease, down ap-
proximately 13 percent 
since a peak in 2015, 
equating to around two 

million fewer prescrip-
tions dispensed, which 
is a really positive de-
velopment.

“This and other ini-
tiatives show there is in-
creasing understanding 
and awareness among 
doctors and the commu-
nity of the importance 
of only using antibiotics 
when absolutely neces-
sary.”

Minister for the En-
vironment Sussan Ley 
said Australian re-
search is adding to our 
understanding of how 
antimicrobials enter our 
environment and accu-
mulate over time.

“It’s not just limited to 
hospital floors, drug-re-
sistant bacteria, viruses 
and fungi can evolve in 
any environment,” Min-
ister Ley said.

“Our new national 
AMR strategy will be 
supported with initia-
tives including devel-
oping a One Health 
surveillance system, a 
national antimicrobial 
resistance research and 
development agenda 
and a national moni-
toring and evaluation 
framework.”

Minister Ley is a 
member of the One 
Health Global Leaders 
Group on Antimicrobial 
Resistance.

For more information, 
visit amr.gov.au 
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Other products available from Anpario:

Anpro
Nature’s Answer from Anpario  

Anpro

Complete Feed Security.

pHorce A
Triple Action Acid Based Eubiotic 

Anpro
Natural & Effective Toxin Management

pHorce
Nature’s Answer from Anpario 

A

Fast and Effective 
Salmonella
Control. 

Naturally Supports Coccidiosis Control Programmes. 

OREGO-STIM
Nature’s Answer from Anpario 

Developed from a unique strain of oregano, the non-synthetic feed additive is available in liquid or 
powder form and contains over 100 naturally occurring active compounds. These compounds act in 
synergy, providing poultry species with a range of well-documented benefits, including antibacterial, 
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory function, as well as immunomodulatory and anti-protozoal 
properties.

Website: www.anpario.com.au          Phone: 02 9477 7944            Email: australia@anpario.com 

Key for treatment abbreviations: Salinomycin [SAL], Orego-Stim [OS], Coccivac-B522 Vaccination [V] and 
numbers indicate the inclusion rate of Orego-Stim (g/t)

A Source of 100% Natural Oregano Essential Oil.

A recent trial was conducted by Southern Poultry Research Inc., USA. Orego-Stim supplementation 
at various levels during coccidial challenge supported vaccination. It was shown to increase broiler 
average body weight gain, improve feed efficiency and lower mortality compared to vaccination 
alone. At certain levels, Orego-Stim provided performance benefits which were as good as those 
achieved with Salinomycin, a commonly used anticoccidial. 

The trial also found that Orego-Stim supplementation enabled low level oocyst cycling in the litter, 
which is essential for the development of the bird’s natural immunity against coccidiosis. In addition, 
when used in combination with vaccination, Orego-Stim significantly lowered average lesion 
scores compared to those seen in Salinomycin treated birds. The supplementation of this natural 
phytogenic enabled the birds to achieve their genetic potential during coccidiosis challenge.
Orego-Stim is a 100% natural additive and can support your coccidiosis control programme.
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THE data is in… chick-
en meat consumption is 
on the rise again. 

On March 2, Australian 
Bureau of Agricultural 
and Resource Economics 
released updated statistics 
on Australia’s agricultural 
commodities – including 
forecasts for commod-
ity production in 2020-
21 and five-year forward 
projections – and chicken 
meat has retained, in fact 
improved, its position as 
Australia’s favourite meat!

In 2020-21, ABARES 
forecasts Australians will 
consume approximately 
46.4kg per person, rising 
to 46.9kg in 2021-22. 

That accounts for 46 
percent of all meat – ex-

cluding fish and seafood 
– consumed in Australia.

Surprisingly, while the 
popularity of chicken re-
mains strong, so do sev-
eral long-held myths and 
misconceptions about 
Australia’s chicken meat 
industry. 

In fact, new research 
tells us that many of these 
misperceptions have not 
shifted in the last decade!

Conducted by AgriFu-
tures, the research found 
that, while there has been 
a positive shift in con-
sumer understanding, 40 
percent of consumers in-
correctly believe that hor-
mones and steroids can 
be used.

Around 12 percent of 

survey respondents said 
that antibiotics are used to 
increase the growth rate 
of meat chickens.

Conversely, only 18 per-
cent of consumers sur-
veyed correctly believed 
that meat chickens are 
raised without cages.

Similar research was 
conducted in 2008, and 
the most recent report 
shows that consumer 
belief in these myths re-
mains.

To address these myths, 
Australian Chicken Meat 
Federation has recently 
launched a new website 
at facts.chicken.org.au/ – 
which educates consum-
ers on the facts behind 
Australian chicken meat 

production in a simple and 
clear tone. 

ACMF has also been 
actively debunking myths 
on its Twitter and Linked-
in platforms, using a range 
of new assets such as in-
fographics, motion graph-
ics and its popular Chook 
Chat blog. 

In addition, AgriFutures 
conducted a media rela-
tions campaign based on 
this research, and pro-
duced myth-busting con-
tent for its social channels.

Other valuable findings 
from the research include:

• Chicken meat contin-
ues to be the preferred 
protein for most Austral-
ian consumers because of 
its convenience, value for 

money and flavour
• More consumers – 

37 percent – indicated 
increasing rather than 
decreasing – 8 percent 
– their consumption of 
chicken meat in the past 
12 months, with price and 
ease of preparation the 
main reasons for increas-
ing consumption

• Price is the main pur-
chase driver for the av-
erage Australian chicken 
meat shopper, though con-
sumers are paying more 
attention to on-package 
labelling information on 
chicken meat products.

A summary of the re-
search is available through 
AgriFutures, agrifutures.
com.au 

ACMF recently launched a new website to help educate consumers on the facts behind Australian chicken meat production in a simple 
and clear tone.

QFF calls on State 
Government to 
consider farm safety 
opportunities
THE Queensland 
Farmers’ Federa-
tion is calling on the 
State Government 
to implement co-
funding opportuni-
ties for farmers and 
other businesses to 
undertake a range of 
safety improvements 
after new statistics 
showed Queensland 
had one of the high-
est numbers of on-
farm deaths in the 
country.

The Non-intentional 
Farm Related Inci-
dents in Australia 
2020 report compiled 
by AgriFutures Aus-
tralia and AgHealth 
showed a total of 58 
on-farm deaths were 
reported by the media 
during the period Jan-
uary 1 to December 
31, 2020 – 16 of which 
were in Queensland.

QFF chief executive 
officer Dr Georgina 
Davis said agriculture 
was one of the most 
dangerous sectors to 
work in due to the 
combination of haz-
ards, including heavy 
plant and machinery, 
chemicals, noise, dust, 
sun and heat exposure, 
working with animals, 
alone or in remote lo-
cations.

“Safety is a seri-
ous consideration on 
Queensland farms to 
ensure farmers, work-

ers and other people 
on farm are not ex-
posed to risks to their 
health and safety, and 
QFF remains commit-
ted to promoting and 
advancing safe work-
places to turn these 
statistics around,” Dr 
Davis said.

“We believe signifi-
cant improvements 
could be made by im-
plementing a govern-
ment co-funded grants 
program in Queens-
land, supporting safe-
ty improvements such 
as installing crush 
protection devices on 
quad bikes, upgrading 
switchboards, fitting 
powerline markers, 
raising the height of 
distribution lines, de-
vices to boost mobile 
phone coverage for 
remote workers and 
training.”

“A similar scheme 
is already operating 
successfully in NSW 
and we appeal to the 
Queensland Govern-
ment to take a com-
mon-sense approach 
to addressing risk and 
ensuring the safety of 
our farmers at work.”

“Reducing farm fa-
talities requires sig-
nificant investment of 
energy, capital and hu-
man resources, but we 
have many opportuni-
ties and we must make 
the most of them.” 

Chicken consumption increases despite myths 

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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CHICKEN meat contin-
ues to be the most popu-
lar form of protein for 
consumers. 

New research funded 
by AgriFutures Austral-
ia shows that more than 
two-thirds of Australian 
households serve chicken 
at least twice a week de-
spite long held misper-
ceptions about the condi-
tions in which chickens 
are raised, and the use of 
antibiotics and hormones.

Many consumers believe 
hormones and steroids can 
be used, and that antibiot-
ics are used to increase 
the growth rate of meat 
chickens – despite the in-
troduction of an industry-
wide policy 15 years ago 

of no use of antibiotics for 
growth promotion.

The Australian Chicken 
Meat Foundation execu-
tive director Dr Vivien 
Kite said that these beliefs 
are simply untrue.

“In Australia, meat 
chickens are not raised in 
cages and the use of hor-
mones and steroids was 
banned decades ago,” Dr 
Kite said.

“Our rigorous Austral-
ian standards restrict an-
tibiotic use only to treat 
unwell chickens or pre-
vent infections if there 
is a high risk of disease.

“Also, strict withhold-
ing periods exist to en-
sure there are no antibi-
otics present at the time 

of processing.”
Centre for Global Food 

and Resources at the 
University of Adelaide 
executive director and 
lead researcher Professor 
Wendy Umberger said it 
was interesting that these 
misperceptions still exist 
after such a long period 
of time.

“While its concerning 
that these myths still ex-
ist, the research found 
consumers are generally 
satisfied with the qual-
ity and safety of chicken 
meat,” Prof Umberger 
said.

“Chicken has the lowest 
environmental footprint 
of all meats and is the 
least expensive form of 

meat protein. 
“More than 99 percent 

of chicken meat sold in 
Australia is born, bred and 
raised in Australia, giving 
shoppers confidence that 
their choice is good for 
them, their wallet and the 
environment.”
Fast facts

• The gross value of 
production, or farm gate 
value, of the chicken meat 
industry in 2020-21 will 
be approximately $2.89 
billion

• In 2020-21, it is pre-
dicted the average Aus-
tralian will consume 
46.4kg of chicken per year 
compared to 19.8kg of 
beef and veal, and 5.5kg 
of sheep meat

• Chicken meat contin-
ues to be the dominant 
meat protein consumed 
by Australians, with over 
two-thirds of Australian 
households serving chick-
en meat at least twice per 
week

• Price, taste, health and 
nutrition, country of ori-
gin and food safety are the 
most important drivers of 
food choices for the av-
erage Australian grocery 
shopper

• Chicken meat contin-
ues to be the preferred 
protein for most Austral-
ian consumers because of 
its convenience, value for 
money and flavour

• More consumers in-
dicated increasing rather 
than decreasing their con-
sumption of chicken meat, 
and price and ease of 
preparation are the main 
reasons for increasing 
consumption

• Price is the main pur-

chase driver for the av-
erage Australian chicken 
meat shopper, however 
consumers are paying 
more attention to on-pack-
age labelling information 
on chicken meat products

• Overall, consumers’ 
main concerns about 
chicken meat production 
are similar to 2008, while 
use of steroids and hor-
mones, and use of antibi-
otics in chicken meat pro-
duction remain top con-
cerns, country of origin is 
of equally high concern to 
consumers

• Consumers generally 
have a poor understanding 
of chicken meat produc-
tion practices in Australia 
– especially around ‘high-
concern’ issues, including 
the use of steroids, hor-
mones and antibiotics, the 
sale of overseas-produced 
chicken in Australia and 
the use of cages

• Only 17 percent of 
consumers correctly be-
lieve steroids and hor-
mones cannot be used, but 
40 percent believe they 
can be

• 59 percent of consum-
ers are not sure if chick-
ens produced overseas are 
sold in Australia

• Only 18 percent of 
consumers correctly be-
lieve meat chickens can-
not be raised in cages, 
with 50 percent of con-
sumers uncertain.

For more information 
on this study, visit agri-
futures.com.au/chicken-
meat or to understand the 
facts about chicken meat 
production in Australia, 
visit facts.chicken.org.au/ 

More than 99 percent of chicken meat sold in Australia is born, bred and raised 
in Australia, giving shoppers confidence that their choice is good for them, their 
wallet and the environment. Photo: Toa Heftiba

THE world is on track 
to run short of chicken 
and eggs by the year 
2050. 

Have the university 
students of Australia 
found a way to keep 
scrambled eggs on the 
plates of the nation?

Poultry Hub, Agri-
Futures Chicken Meat 
Australia and Aus-
tralian Eggs offered 
students enrolled in 
Australian universities 
the chance to win over 
$4,000 worth of prizes 
if they came up with an 
answer.

Was the solution in 
science, agritech, eco-
nomics, psychology, 
engineering, market-
ing, design or none of 
the above? 

Students registered 
for the online Chook 
Chat Hack, through 
which they accessed 
insider information and 
expert advice to help 
them hatch a winning 
idea. 

The first 100 regis-
tered students received 

a limited-edition space 
chook trucker cap.

Poultry Hub Australia 
director Tamsyn Crow-
ley said, “Many people 
don’t realise that the 
poultry industry pro-
duces efficient, sus-
tainable and affordable 
protein through the 
production of chicken 
meat and eggs.”

“We’re at the fore-
front of global issues 
such as food security 
and poverty reduction 
– plus we get to spend a 
lot of time with chooks, 
and who doesn’t love a 
feathered friend!”

The Chook Chat 
Hack kicked off on 
March 28 and ran for 
five days. 

Students registered to 
take part solo or en-
tered as a team of up to 
five people. 

First prize was $3,000 
cash and runners-up 
received a super deluxe 
chicken coop. 

For more informa-
tion, visit poultryhub.
org/chook-chat-hack 

Chicken is a winner all round

The Chook Chat Hack competition called for 
the best idea to ensure the future of the poultry 
industry.

Chook Chat Hack kick off

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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So, which came first? 

At BEC Feed Solutions, we provide an 
unparalleled range of animal nutrition solutions. 
Our expert team designs, sources and creates 
solutions to support our customers’ needs and 

overcome their challenges. 

We believe quality ingredients and 
quality nutrition always come first.  

NUTRITION SOLUTIONS TO
ENHANCE PERFORMANCE

New animal industries antimicrobial stewardship website
THE animal industries 
research, development 
and extension strategy 
now has a home.

The launch of the new 
Animal Industries Anti-
microbial Stewardship 
RD&E Strategy website 
represents five years of 
work on behalf of Aus-
tralian livestock indus-
tries, with the aim to 
understand and improve 
veterinary antimicrobial 
stewardship and share 
knowledge and ideas.

In Australia, the animal 
industries are responsi-
ble for maintaining the 
health, welfare and pro-
ductivity of the livestock 
in their care and ensuring 
safe food products for hu-
man consumption. 

Access to antimicrobials 
are an important part of 
maintaining this responsi-
bility, however they must 
be used without detriment 
to human, animal or plant 
health. 

Use of antimicrobials 
may result in the devel-
opment of antimicrobial 
resistant bacteria, which 
subsequently reduces the 
efficacy of antimicrobials 
to treat infection. 

The development of 
AMR is a threat to man-
aging infections in ani-
mals and humans, how-
ever access to the current 
range of antimicrobials 
needs to be preserved so 
that treatments remain 
available for injured or ill 
people and animals. 

Historical Australian 
initiatives have resulted 
in very low levels of 
AMR bacteria from food 
animals, however, further 
progress is needed to en-
sure this situation remains 
and Australian industries 
are afforded relevant op-
portunities to capitalise 
on this status.

The Australian red meat, 
dairy, pork and poultry 
industries have formed 
strong links to share in-
formation, opportunities 
and experiences related to 
progressing AMS in Aus-
tralian animal industries. 

They recently collabo-
rated on the preparation 
of the Antimicrobial 
Stewardship in Austral-
ian Livestock Industries 

report and the establish-
ment of the Australian 
Veterinary Antimicrobial 
Stewardship conference in 
November 2018. 

Since that conference, 
there has been discussion 
on how to better collabo-
rate on AMS research, de-
velopment and extension 
activities of mutual inter-
est and benefit. 

To this end, the Animal 
Industry Antimicrobial 
Stewardship Research, 
Development and Exten-
sion Strategy has been 
produced. 

This strategy is focussed 
on prioritising RD&E that 
enhances AMS activities, 
rather than a sole focus 
on reduction in AMR or 
AMU, which are already 

comparatively low inter-
nationally.

The AIAS has been de-
veloped primarily to meet 
the needs of Australia’s 
food animal industries but 
will also benefit the im-
plementation of Austral-
ia’s National AMR Strat-
egy 2 and the Australian 
Animal Sector National 
Antimicrobial Resistance 
Plan 3. 

The Australian Vet-
erinary Association, the 
Australian Government 
Department of Agricul-
ture, and AMR manage-
ment experts were also 
consulted during the de-
velopment of the strategy 
to ensure the AIAS fit 
within national and in-
ternational AMR man-
agement initiatives and 
linked to biosecurity ini-
tiatives that impact AMU.

Accordingly, the AIAS 
aims to create a collabo-
rative mechanism for ani-
mal industries to identify 
common RD&E priorities 
for the effective monitor-
ing of AMU and surveil-
lance of AMR to inform 
stewardship actions that 
meet Australia’s animal 
health and market access 
needs, without impact-
ing food safety or human 
health.

Through this strategy, 
animal industries could 
maintain access to anti-
microbials provided their 
use was:

• Reviewed using evi-
dence-based science

• Responsible and ap-
propriately managed the 
risks of AMR develop-
ment

• Continuously refined 
and reduced

• Managing the risk of 
having to replace effective 
antimicrobials with less 
effective antimicrobials.

This strategy sets out 
the framework and how it 
was used to identify prior-
ity AMU and AMR R&D 
and how those outputs 
feed up through the logic 
to enhance AMS, through 
extension.

Formalised under the 
AIAS RD&E Strategy, 
the website is self-sustain-
able with contributions 
through the Australian 
Veterinary Antimicrobial 
Stewardship conference, 
which will be held at the 
Intercontinental Sanctu-
ary Cove, Gold Coast in 
Queensland from Novem-
ber 21-23, 2021.

Australian Chicken 
Meat Federation deputy 
executive director and 
chair of the organising 
committee for AVAMS21 
Dr Kylie Hewson said, 
“This conference will 
provide those who man-
age animal health in all 
sectors the opportuni-
ty to contribute to, and 
learn about, the growing 
number of antimicrobial 
stewardship initiatives un-
derway in Australia and 
develop collaborative op-
portunities to strengthen 
these initiatives and ad-
dress barriers that impede 
further progress in anti-
microbial stewardship.”

“Australian approaches 
to the appropriate use of 
antimicrobials in animals 
have always had their ba-
sis in the principles of 
antimicrobial steward-
ship and lead the world in 
many of these initiatives,” 
Dr Hewson said.

“However, there is more 
that can be done to cap-
ture current efforts and 
clarify areas that require 
further progress. 

“All animal sectors have 
the dual responsibilities of 
minimising the develop-
ment of antimicrobial re-
sistance, while upholding 
our collective responsibil-
ity to ensure high stand-
ards of animal health and 
welfare are maintained. 

“While the COVID-19 
pandemic has shifted 
global focus to human 
health, we must contin-
ue to focus on making 
improvements in animal 
health to minimise the 
potential risks to animal 
and human health, such 
as AMR. 

“The efficacy of anti-
microbials to treat human 
bacterial infections, which 
are a common complica-
tion of respiratory diseas-
es such as those caused by 
COVID-19, is now more 
important than it has been 
in a generation. 

“We must ensure the 
animal sector is doing all 
it can to use antimicrobi-
als responsibly to manage 
animal health and wel-
fare while minimising its 
contribution to the AMR 
burden.

“I look forward to wel-
coming you to the Gold 
Coast in 2021, where there 
will be plenty of oppor-
tunity to expand profes-
sional networks and hope-
fully leave the conference 
with a resolve to action 
changes in your sector.”

For more information, 
visit aiasrdestrategy.com.
au 

The Animal Industries Antimicrobial Stewardship research, development and extension strategy website 
launched in March 2021.
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Luigi Di Clemente and 
Luke Trevanion �nalising the merge 

of FarmMark and Santrev

AUSTRALIA’S ONLY 
CERTIFIED DEALER

Global Service Distributor

Latest News
NOW PARTNERING

Freecall: 1800 500 225

We are very pleased to announce 
Santrev and Farmmark have joined 

forces. Santrev Director, Luke Trevanion said  
“The whole team is extremely excited 

about the merge and the increased 
opportunities the merge makes for our

loyal and valued clients.’ 
 

FULL TURNKEY ABILITY
UNDER ONE ROOF

Australian Eggs launches world leading agritech tools
AUSTRALIAN Eggs 
has launched two key 
agricultural technology 
initiatives – a farm sus-
tainability dashboard 
and biosecurity virtual 
reality tool – to help 
egg farmers continue 
improving on-farm and 
business practices, fol-
lowing the release of 
its third sustainability 
framework report. 

The Australian Eggs 
sustainability framework 
report examines the re-
lationship between the 
Australian community 
and the egg industry, us-
ing insights from annual 
CSIRO community re-
search to identify oppor-
tunities for the industry 
to progress in important 
areas, including the en-

vironment, food security 
and safety, hen welfare, 
human nutrition, and eco-
nomic viability.

In direct response to 
key issues raised by the 
community and indus-
try as part of the sus-
tainability framework 
process, Australian Eggs 
has developed the farm 
sustainability dashboard 
and biosecurity VR tool, 
with both set to be game 

changers for Australian 
egg farmers. 

Recognising that indus-
try improvement typically 
occurs on-farm, the farm 
sustainability dashboard 
identifies opportunities 
for egg farmers to im-
prove sustainable prac-
tices across all aspects 
of their business, helping 
them to safeguard against 
future market and indus-
try changes and align with 
community expectations.

Australian Eggs manag-
ing director Rowan Mc-
Monnies said, “Industry 
commitment to sustaina-
bility is broad, with many 
egg farming businesses 
already exploring oppor-
tunities for improvement.” 

“The farm sustainability 
dashboard provides prac-

tical feedback and directs 
egg farmers on how they 
can achieve their sustain-
able goals, whether they 
are well advanced in pur-
suing sustainable practic-
es or just starting out,” Mr 
McMonnies said.

“We developed the 
dashboard as an online 
tool to broaden and ac-
celerate industry adoption 
and enable farming busi-
nesses that are otherwise 
separated and isolated 
to access knowledge and 
feedback specific to their 
operations and require-
ments.” 

The dashboard offers 
a range of sustainability 
learning modules, includ-
ing environmental man-
agement, production ef-
ficiency, supply chain 

impacts, energy and water 
use, on-farm practices, 
and even business man-
agement and market con-
siderations. 

Each module was devel-
oped with industry experts 
and once completed, the 
farmer receives guidance 
on areas for improvement 
in their business. 

The final output also 
includes a farm self-as-
sessment score, with egg 
producers encouraged to 
interact with the dash-
board annually to bench-
mark themselves. 

Manning Valley Eggs 
owner Peter Matuszny, 
with five free range farm 
properties that are all es-
tablished on sustainable 
farming practices, be-
lieves that the dashboard 

will be an extremely use-
ful tool.

“Sustainability is part of 
farming and we focus on 
these issues every day,” 
Mr Matuszny said. 

“The sustainability 
dashboard provides a ref-
erence point to help make 
assessments of progress 
and focus on emerging is-
sues.”

Australian Eggs has 
also developed an agri-
cultural industry leading 
biosecurity virtual reality 
tool, designed to facilitate 
improvements in biosecu-
rity on farm by harness-
ing technology to enhance 
understanding of biosecu-
rity risks and improve on-
farm practices.

The tool, which was de-
veloped in Australia and 

has been trialled by egg 
farmers, allows users to 
walk through a virtual 
farm to identify risks and 
assess the effectiveness 
of their current biosecu-
rity measures, including 
where and how improve-
ments can be made on 
their own farm.

“Training farm workers 
with booklets can be very 
dry and does not reflect 
the progressive farming 
practices and technologi-
cal advancement of Aus-
tralia’s egg farming in-
dustry,” Mr McMonnies 
said.

“Our new biosecurity 
VR tool allows new and 
existing staff to be trained 
in a close to real-life envi-
ronment, driving efficien-

Manning Valley Eggs owner Peter Matuszny believes the farm sustainability dashboard will be an extremely 
useful tool.

* continued P12
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THE Australian chicken 
meat industry currently 
delivers more economic 
and nutritional value per 
megalitre of water than 
other meat products and 
horticultural industries. 

It’s now focussed on 
finding ways to get smart-
er about its future water 
security.

New research shows 
Australian chicken meat 
production is highly water 
efficient.

As competition for wa-
ter increases, the chicken 
meat industry is well po-
sitioned to deliver greater 
economic value than most 
other commodities.

The report has identified 
that there are both on-
farm and off-farm oppor-
tunities to improve water 

security for the chicken 
meat industry. 

This includes pathways 
to improve water alloca-
tion security and the im-
plementation of new tech-
nologies.

Australia is facing un-
precedented water short-
ages in response to a 
changing climate and 
rising demand for water, 
which presents a serious 
challenge for the local 
chicken meat industry.

New research funded 
by AgriFutures Chicken 
Meat Program and de-
livered by Integrity Ag 
and Environment, has 
addressed this challenge 
head on, investigating wa-
ter use and water secu-
rity in Australian chicken 
breeder farms, hatcheries, 

grow-out farms and pro-
cessing plants.

Compared to other Aus-
tralian agricultural com-
modities, chicken meat 
production was found to 
be highly water efficient. 

Chicken meat outper-
forms all of the compari-
son horticultural and meat 
products assessed in the 
study for both economic 
and nutritional value per 
megalitre of water re-
quired.

Integrity Ag and Envi-
ronment environmental 
engineer Marty Robinson 
and IA&E agricultural 
and environmental engi-
neer and lead researcher 
Eugene McGahan have 
worked to deliver the re-
search project over the 
past 18 months.

“We were pleased to 
find that the chicken meat 
industry is one of Aus-
tralia’s top performers for 
water use efficiency,” Mr 
Robinson said. 

“That makes it one of the 
most economically valu-
able industries in Austral-
ian agriculture and that’s 
something consumers and 
policymakers alike should 
know about.”

AgriFutures Australia 
manager research chicken 
meat Annie Lane said the 
intent of the research was 
to identify and recom-
mend clear pathways to 
improve water productiv-
ity for the chicken meat 
industry in order to future 
proof its water security.

“The research has giv-
en us not only a robust 
knowledge base about the 
industry’s water use but 
also a number of real so-
lutions to improve water 
security,” Ms Lane said.

“These include several 
close-  loop options, as 
well as water allocation or 
licensing policy settings 
that can be changed.

“As competition for wa-
ter increases, the Austral-
ian chicken meat industry 
is strongly positioned to 
deliver greater economic 
value than most other ag-
ricultural commodities. 
“Knowing how water ef-
ficient the chicken meat 
industry is will help us 
to engage effectively with 
regulators and policymak-
ers to improve future wa-
ter security.” 

Given its positive score-
card for water efficiency, 
the chicken meat industry 
is far from being compla-
cent about water security. 

The possibility of fu-
ture water scarcity due 
to climate change and 
increased competition 
for the resource means 
chicken meat producers 
are considering all water 
security options available 
along the industry’s sup-
ply chain.

The research project 

identified and tested the 
viability of a number of 
the available options.

“I want chicken meat 
producers to know that 
there are real and viable 
options for improving wa-
ter security out there that 
they can implement now,” 
Mr Robinson said.

“It’s critical that new 
technologies and ap-
proaches be considered as 
design elements for any 
future developments of 
new facilities or retrofits 
of existing facilities. 

“Trading water, cover-
ing run-off dams to re-
duce evaporation, water-
efficient cooling methods 
and advanced water treat-
ment plants are several 
options producers could 
implement over the next 
five years.

“Many of these water 
security options have al-
ready been implemented 
successfully at farms and 
processing plants in Aus-
tralia, so there are exam-
ples people can look to.

“Then of course we also 
have a watching brief on 
emerging water security 
technologies like man-
aged aquifer recharge, 
which is now proven at a 
commercial scale in West-
ern Australia.”

Speaking of what is 
next for the industry and 
furthering water security, 
there is more work to be 
done to develop a com-
plete picture of how the 
chicken meat industry 
uses water. 

“The next step after this 
research project is to de-
velop a national bench-
mark based on a holistic 
life cycle assessment of all 
the chicken meat industry 
supply chains in Austral-
ia,” Mr Robinson said.

The research report 
‘Water security in the 
chicken meat industry’ 
was produced by Integrity 
Ag and Environment with 
funding from the AgriFu-
tures Chicken Meat Pro-
gram. 

Kemin’s Feedmill Salmonella Control Programme
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Future proofing water security for 
Australia’s chicken meat industry

Australia is facing unprecedented water shortages in response to a changing climate and rising demand for water, which presents a serious 
challenge for the local chicken meat industry.

cies and improving 
training outcomes.”

Other advancements 
to have come out of the 
sustainability frame-
work process, and 
been invested in over 
the past year, include 
a trial of artificial in-
telligence to track the 
wellbeing of a flock 
remotely, a traceabil-
ity project to provide 
greater transparency 
over the origin and 
production of eggs, 
and a joint carbon neu-
tral research project to 
develop carbon-neutral 
eggs and chicken meat. 

“Through our CSIRO 
research we have seen 
an ongoing increase in 
trust in the egg indus-
try over the past three 
years, with the respon-
siveness of the egg in-
dustry to community 
concerns identified as 
the strongest driver of 
trust,” Mr McMonnies 
said.

“It’s great to know 
that the outcomes 
and initiatives we de-

veloped in response 
to community issues 
raised through our sus-
tainability framework 
process – including 
our training programs, 
tools and research – are 
making an impact not 
only in the industry but 
also with Australians’ 
trust in our industry 
continuing to grow.” 

The 2021 sustain-
ability framework 
report completes the 
third annual cycle with 
the process starting in 
April 2017. 

The process was de-
veloped to support the 
Australian egg indus-
try’s objective of farm-
ing eggs for Austral-
ians in a way that is 
socially, environmen-
tally and economically 
responsible. 

The full sustainability 
framework report 
2021 is available 
for download at 
aust ra l ianeggs.org.
au /asset s / Uploads /
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y -
F r a m e w o r k -
Report-2021.pdf 

Australian Eggs managing director Rowan 
McMonnies said many egg farming busi-
nesses were already exploring opportunities 
for improvement.

Australian Eggs 
launches tools
* from P11

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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Insects for feed
THE Insect Protein As-
sociation of Australia 
provides support, refer-
ral and advocacy for in-
dividuals and companies 
who are engaged or in-
terested in working with 
insects as a product, or 
farming insects for sale 
as a protein for livestock 
feed. 

The insect for feed 
steering committee is a 
sub-committee within the 
IPAA.

It is currently investi-
gating relevant issues and 
policy needs of the sector, 
and continues to provide 
insight and support to 
members in this area.

The insect for feed in-
dustry in Australia com-
prises of five fly farms 

scaling to commercial 
capacity and a variety of 
smaller operations either 
developing their process-
es or commencing their 
research and develop-
ment.

In total, currently there 
are 45 individuals or com-
panies who are actively 
pursuing farming fly lar-
vae for livestock feed in 
Australia.

The feed steering com-
mittee has the determined 
the following:
Substrate

The IPAA recommends 
that all insect for live-
stock feed farmers con-
sider both the waste man-
agement and handling 
regulations relative to 
their state or territory, in 

addition to the relevant 
livestock feed regulations 
relating to restricted ani-
mal material and other 
labelling standards and 
regulations.

It is important to note 
that insects are consid-
ered animals as per the 
Livestock Feed Act of 
Australia – guidance rela-
tive to what can be fed to 
insects in each state can 
therefore be determined, 
based on the relevant in-
formation, for feeding 
livestock in each state. 
Livestock feed

All insects destined 
to commercial livestock 
feed or pet food must 
meet the regulation re-
quirements for these 
products as outlined by 

feed regulation, labelling 
and processing laws out-
lined by each state.

The IPAA encourages 
all members to establish 
connection with relevant 
governing bodies on 
these issues in addition 
to consulting with the 
Stock Feed Manufactur-
ers Council of Australia. 
Steering committee

The IPAA will continue 
to work on building best 
practice and a portfolio of 
referral for members who 
are stakeholders in the in-
sects for livestock feed 
industry, and will update 
member information ac-
cordingly.

For more information, 
visit insectproteinassoc.
com 

Rabobank announces 
support measures for 
farmers impacted by 
flood damage

A G R I B U S I N E S S 
banking specialist 
Rabobank has an-
nounced it will offer a 
range of support meas-
ures to farming clients 
adversely impacted by 
floods and torrential 
rainfall in NSW and 
Queensland.

Rabobank group ex-
ecutive country bank-
ing Australia Marcel 
van Doremaele said 
early indications were 
that damage from the 
recent extreme rainfall 
event affecting the east-
ern states had primarily 
been in coastal regions 
of NSW, particularly 
the mid-north coast, 
with reports of live-
stock losses, flooded 
paddocks, access issues 
and damage to fodder 
crops and fencing.

“As well as the devas-
tating impact this rain-
fall event has had on 
a number of communi-
ties in northern NSW 
and southern Queens-

land, there are concerns 
about damage, particu-
larly in the mid-north 
coast region of NSW,” 
Mr van Doremaele said. 

“We are keeping 
a close watch on the 
situation and are con-
tinuing to make contact 
with clients in impacted 
areas to offer support 
and gauge the extent of 
any damage they have 
sustained.”

Mr van Doremaele 
said the bank would 
work directly with cli-
ents whose farms or ag-
ribusinesses had been 
impacted to provide 
support through imme-
diate difficulties and 
offer a range of assis-
tance measures in ap-
plicable circumstances.

These included:
• Deferral of sched-

uled loan payments
• Waiver of break 

costs on early redemp-
tion of farm manage-
ment deposits

• Waiver of fees on 

loan increases neces-
sary for rebuilding op-
erations

• Waiver of fees for 
equipment finance con-
tract variations.

Any farming clients 
who had been impact-
ed by the floods and 
had not yet spoken to 
the bank, should con-
tact their local branch 
or phone Rabobank on 
1800 025 484.

Mr van Doremaele 
noted more heavy rain-
fall was forecast for 
northwest and western 
NSW, with heavy falls 
also experienced in 
southeast Queensland.

“While we hope good 
rainfall totals will be 
largely welcomed by 
producers in a number 
of those areas, there is 
the concern that exces-
sive volumes could be 
damaging,” he said.

For more information, 
visit rabobank.com.au 
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SURFACE aerators are 
often the ‘go to’ machine 
for aeration of lagoons or 
basins. 

They come in several 
forms, with the most com-
mon being fast and slow-
speed ‘splasher’ and draft 
tube aerators. 

The splasher type being 
better at oxygen transfer 
and the draft tube being 
good mixers. 

They have one thing in 
common though. 

They are situated in the 

middle of the lagoon they 
are aerating, requiring op-
erators to access them via 
boats, cranes or haul them 
in on tethers. 

If one of these machines 
is unreliable in operation, 
it will be frustrating and 
dangerous for operators to 
access, and expensive for 
the asset owners. 

Because of their loca-
tion, these machines are 
not likely to receive regu-
lar monitoring or routine 
maintenance, which means 

the equipment is likely to 
break down more often – 
thus neither performing 
at peak nor delivering the 
service life desirable.

The answer to these frus-
trations is the use of bank-
mounted equipment. 

Mounted high and dry on 
the bank of the lagoon or 
basin rather than in it, the 
Venturi Aerator performs 
the same water aeration 
task as the traditional aera-
tors. 

It relies on a self-prim-

ing pump to draw the 
water from the lagoon, 
then pumps it at pressure 
through the Venturi Aera-
tor. 

The Venturi Aerator 
draws in atmospheric air, 
which mixes with the wa-
ter being pumped under 
pressure.

This adds dissolved 
oxygen to the water and 
conditions the water as it 
does so. 

This type of system de-
livers a similar amount of 
oxygen per kW/h as the 
slow-speed splasher aera-
tors but does it from the 
easily accessed lagoon 
bank. 

Because access to the 
units is vastly simpler and 
safer for operators, moni-
toring pump oil levels, 
pump discharge pressure, 
and even Venturi Aerator 
air intake levels easily be-
comes routine. 

Adjusting pump clear-
ances is easy with the 
Gorman-Rupp self-prim-
ing pumps.

One operator, two span-
ners and 10 minutes is all 
it takes to adjust clearanc-
es, keeping the pump and 
hence the aeration system 

running at peak efficiency 
for the life of the instal-
lation. 

Routine maintenance 
such as oil top-ups and 
gauge checks is much 
more probable, lengthen-
ing the time between ma-
jor services and greatly 
extending asset life. 

The expected life on a 
Gorman-Rupp and Ventu-
ri Aerator lagoon aeration 
system is in excess of 25 
years. 

Imagine the next 25 
years of crane and boat-
free maintenance! 

Venturi aerators are 
available in sizes from 
50mm up to 150mm, with 
larger systems catered for 
by using multiple units. 

Multiple units can be 
‘driven’ by a single pump, 
reducing capital outlay and 
increasing efficiency.

More information on 
Venturi Aeration units 
may be obtained from Hy-
dro Innovations at info@
hydroinnovations.com.au 
or hydroinnovations.com.
au 

DESPITE the hype 
around insect abil-
ity to upcycle hu-
man food waste into 
animal feed, actually 
feeding insects raised 
on trash is prohibited. 

A group of insect 
meal researchers in 
Australia aims to 
change that.

Academics, govern-
ment and industry part-
ners participating in a 
newly launched coop-
erative research centre 
will spend the next two 
years studying how 
Australia’s existing 
FeedSafe quality assur-
ance program could be 
applied to insect meal. 

The project will in-
volve a series of tests 
designed to evaluate 
safety considerations 
for the entire insect 
meal supply chain, 
beginning with the 
substrate on which the 
insects are raised, in 
hope of finding criteria 
that would permit the 
safe recycling of sev-
eral of the world’s most 
difficult waste streams 
– food waste, animal 
effluent and human 
biosolids.

Stock Feed Manu-
facturers’ Council of 
Australia executive of-
ficer Duncan Rowland 
advised livestock pro-
ducers in Australia can 
feed insect meal to fish 
and poultry in several 
jurisdictions, but not to 
pigs or ruminants.

Even in species per-
mitted to consume in-
sect meal, the type of 
substrate permitted is 
limited to plant-based 
materials.

Insect Protein As-
sociation of Australia 
chair and Goterra 
waste management 
startup chief executive 
officer Olympia Yarger 
believes restrictions 
have prevented insect 
production from realis-
ing its true potential.

“Insects offer a 
unique opportunity 
because they can be 
reared on a variety of 
substrates — including 
waste streams inedible 
to other species,” Ms 
Yarger said. 

“But limiting com-
mercial substrates to 
plant-based wastes 
means existing insect 
operations are compet-
ing with livestock pro-
ducers for agricultural 
waste streams such as 
grain detritus, which 

relegates insects to the 
role of unnecessary 
‘middleman’ in the ag-
ricultural supply chain.

“Completing the re-
search necessary to 
open up unique sub-
strate options would 
allow insects to take 
their rightful place in 
the supply chain, recy-
cling previously use-
less waste streams and 
creating a new source 
of protein for animal 
producers.

“We have to do it 
now, while the industry 
is still young, so we can 
accelerate and scale us-
ing waste streams that 
are not currently dedi-
cated to livestock pro-
duction.”

To determine the 
safety of using sub-
strates such as post-
consumer waste or 
biosolids, researchers 
will test each substrate 
for potential contami-
nants and then evaluate 
whether insects raised 
on that substrate still 
contain those contami-
nants after being pro-
cessed into meal. 

As an example, 
household waste 
streams could contain 
rat poisons, bleach and 
cleaning agents, patho-
gens or even heavy 
metals. 

Will the resulting 
meal pose a threat to 
livestock?

“The feeling around 
these kinds of sub-
strates is they are bad, 
and they should not 
be used in our supply 
chain,” Ms Yarger said. 

“That’s not based in 
science. 

“We need to deter-
mine if that is true or 
not.

“Even if those con-
taminants do transfer 
from the substrate to 
the insect meal, there 
may still be potential 
uses for these contami-
nated insects in bio-
plastics or biofuels.

“Our job in this re-
search is to qualify the 
understanding of what 
‘substrates’ mean in 
the supply chain, and 
then from there it will 
be Goterra’s mission to 
determine what we can 
do with that insect. 

“We have to stop pre-
tending that insects are 
a one-trick pony, and 
we have to be far more 
imaginative in how we 
solve these problems. 

Aeration system: worker safety or reliability issues

Australia 
explores safety 
rules for insect 
meal

Easily accessed and safe bank-mounted aerators from Venturi Aeration.

Operator access surface aerators for repairs by boat.

Research project looks to adapt existing feed 
safety standards in Australia to insect meal.
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THE presence of the 
HPAI virus has been 
confirmed at three egg 
farms in South Korea 
since March 11. 

The first to test positive 
for the H5N8 virus was 
a flock of 214,000 birds 
at Naju.

Though within days, the 
infection was detected at 
two farms near Chungju. 

The second of these 
involved 550,000 laying 
hens.

Naju is in South Jeolla 
province, around 350km 
south of Seoul. 

Located in North Chun-
gcheong province, Chun-
gju is 150km from the 
capital.

The latest cases bring 
South Korea’s total out-
breaks since November 
2020 to 106. 

With many of these 
affecting egg farms, a 
shortage of local produc-
tion has pushed prices up. 

Egg prices are 45 per-
cent higher than a year 
ago and 29 million poul-
try have been culled.
Japan

Japan recorded its first 
HPAI outbreak for sev-
eral weeks.

Last week, Japan’s ag-
riculture ministry regis-
tered the country’s first 
outbreak since February 
25. 

It brought the country’s 
total primary outbreaks 
to 52 and total outbreaks 
to 76.

A chicken farm at Haga 
in the eastern prefecture 
of Tochigi was affected 
and around 77,000 birds 
were scheduled for cull-
ing, while farms within 
3km of the outbreak are 
prohibited from moving 
any poultry or products.

The latest outbreaks 
bring the number of pre-
fectures with one or more 
HPAI outbreak to 18.

Veterinary authorities 
in Japan and South Korea 
have confirmed only the 
presence of the H5N8 vi-
rus variant.
Kuwait

The H5N8 HPAI virus 
has been detected at a 
second location in Ku-
wait, according to the lat-
est official report to the 
World Organisation for 
Animal Health.

Earlier this month, the 

variant was confirmed in 
a broiler breeder flock of 
7000 birds at Abdali in 
Jahrah governorate. 

Around 1900 of the 
birds died and the rest 
have been culled, accord-
ing to the national animal 
health agency.

There was one previ-
ous outbreak linked to 
the same virus in this 
northwestern governorate 
in November of 2020.
India

Recently, mortalities 
among poultry in the 
eastern states of Maha-
rashtra and Haryana in 
northern India were re-
ported.

In the eastern state of 
Maharashtra, there were 
6900 cases in Amravati, 
and within days a further 
5800 dead poultry were 
recorded, as well as 13 
in the Nandurbar district.

Since early January, 
cases have been recorded 
in 10 districts in the state.

After an initial slump, 
demand for poultry re-
covered to 90 percent of 
its former level and prices 
are near-normal.

In Haryana, the rising 
number of suspected cas-
es of HPAI has put pres-
sure on animal disease 
testing. 

A lab in Hisar has re-
ceived official govern-
ment recognition for pre-
liminary testing, along 
with another facility in 
Punjab.

These labs will carry 
out initial testing be-
fore passing on positive 
samples to the nation’s 
high-security centre in 
Bhopal.

In Panchkula, the Bar-
wala-Raipurrani region is 
among Asia’s largest are-
as for poultry production. 

Suspected in this area 
in November 2020, the 
presence of HPAI was 
confirmed in January 
2021. 

Haryana authorities 
have overseen the culling 
of about 200,000 poultry 
and the subsequent dis-
infection of at least nine 
poultry farms. 

More than 130 poultry 
farms in the area are un-
der close surveillance for 
a period of at least three 
months.
Australia

The last avian flu-relat-
ed movement restrictions 
have been lifted in the 
state of Victoria, accord-
ing to the state’s agricul-
ture department.

In July and August 
2020, avian influenza was 
confirmed at four poultry 
farms near Lethbridge, 
one at Bairnsdale and an 
emu farm in Kerang. 

At all six premises, de-
population and contami-
nation have been com-
pleted. 

Surveillance of both 
domestic and wild birds 
will continue. 
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Technical Systems Australia or TSA is a leading Australian company 
dedicated to the supply, installation and service of agricultural 
equipment to Australian, New Zealand and Pacific markets for 
poultry (broilers and breeders), layer (free range and barn layer), 
quail (broiler and breeders), duck (broiler, breeder and layers), 
turkey (breeder and production), pig, agricultural, farming,  
aquaculture, horticulture and brewing industries plus many more.
• We pride ourselves on customer service and after sales support 
• 86 years combined industry experience
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• Repair and maintenance on all equipment and spare parts  
• Onsite service and breakdown.
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represents Agrotop 

sheds, the world 
leader in livestock 
turnkey packages 
and design in the  
region. We offer a 
free quote on all 

turnkey projects. We 
design each shed 
to the customer’s 
needs. Finance 

options available.

A 10-week long chicken schnitty 
festival coming to Australia

Poultry flocks test positive for avian 
influenza in Japan and South Korea

The Bavarian will be kicking off a festival based on the pub food favourite, with 
the event appropriately dubbed ‘Schnitty Fest’.

The 10-week food fest will be showcasing 10 mouth-watering types of schnitzel.

GET your knives and 
forks at the ready schnit-
ty lovers, because there’s 
a 10-week chicken 
schnitzel festival head-
ing down under – and it 
looks spectacular.

The Bavarian has an-
nounced they’ll soon be 
kicking off a festival 
based on the pub food 
favourite, with the event 
appropriately dubbed 
‘Schnitty Fest’.

Drawing on its Ger-
man credentials and in-
spiration from an Aussie 
national food icon, the 
10-week food fest will 
be showcasing 10 mouth-
watering types of schnit-
zel, along with holding a 
$10 schnitzel Wednesday 

every week.
And just wait until you 

see the drool-worthy 
schnitties on offer.

Ten incredible flavours 
have been created by 
the Bavarian’s schnitzel 
masters, who hand-make 
hundreds of schnitzels 
daily… pounding chick-
en and pork to mere mil-
limetres thick, dipping in 
flour and egg, dredging 
in house-made bread-
crumbs, and pan-frying 
in hot oil until perfectly 
golden and blistered.

The Bavarian’s food 
and beverage direc-
tor John Sullivan said, 
“We’re known of as the 
‘Haus of Schnitzels and 

Steins’ for good reason.”
“Our schnitzels are a 

perennial favourite on 
the menu for their gener-
ous size, fantastic bread-
crumbed crunch and ten-
der meat filling, and our 
schnitzel festival is an 
homage to this classic 
Bavarian dish that Aus-
tralians have made their 
own.”

The chicken schnitty 
festival will be featuring 
across the Bavarian loca-
tions in NSW, Queens-
land, Victoria, the ACT 
and South Australia, and 
will be available from 
Wednesday March 31 
until Wednesday June 9, 
2021. 
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Ingham’s awarded platinum certification
INGHAM’S Murar-
rie facility received the 
highest honour in wa-
ter stewardship through 
the International Water 
Stewardship Standard.

The Alliance for Wa-
ter Stewardship awarded 
platinum certification to 
Ingham’s primary pro-
cessing plant in Murar-
rie in Queensland.

The AWS standard 
certification drives, 
recognises and rewards 
good water steward-
ship performance of 
sites that demonstrate 
responsible and sustain-
able water management. 

Worldwide, there are 
currently 128 AWS–cer-
tified sites and 21 have 
achieved platinum cer-
tification. 

Of those, Ingham’s has 
four sites certified to the 
AWS standard, with two 
achieving platinum cer-
tification. 

Ingham’s primary pro-
cessing site in Somer-
ville, Victoria was the 

first in the world to 
achieve platinum certi-
fication in 2018.

The Murarrie team, led 
by operations manager 
David Gent, achieved 
platinum certification 
by identifying its water 
impacts, challenges and 
sphere of influence in 
the catchment where it 
operates. 

By doing this, the site 
engages with key stake-
holders and understands 
the water-related risks 
and opportunities that 
are available.

Several projects have 
been completed over the 
past 12 months as part 
of the site’s water stew-
ardship plan, with great 
benefits for nourishing 
the planet.  

Murarrie’s health, 
safety and environment 
manager Brett Porter 
shared these initiatives 
with local community 
groups and said, “We’ve 
rejuvenated six of the 
site’s ponds that hold 60 

million litres of water 
and provide a fantas-
tic habitat for the local 
wildlife.”

“The volume of the 
on-site wastewater 
treatment plant’s sludge 
has reduced and the 
site’s water consump-
tion has reduced by 
one-third over the past 
three years. 

“In addition, the site 
has reduced its trade 
waste to almost zero 
and has more projects 
planned to further re-
duce its water impact. 

“I’m proud of the good 
we are doing for the 
planet.” 

AWS’ Asia-Pacific 
chief executive of-
ficer Megan McLeod 
congratulated the Mu-
rarrie team’s platinum 
achievement. 

“On behalf of AWS 
Asia-Pacific, I would 
like to congratulate 
the Ingham’s team on 
achieving platinum sta-
tus, the highest level of 

AWS standard certifi-
cation, for their plant 
at Bulimba Creek Mu-
rarrie in Queensland, 
Australia,” Ms McLeod 
said.

“Ingham’s continues to 
clearly demonstrate the 
highest level of commit-
ment to water steward-
ship with the Murarrie 
site being part of the 
group of Ingham’s AWS 
standard certified sites 
at Somerville in Vic-
toria, Bolivar in South 
Australia, and Te Aroha 
in New Zealand. 

“Ingham’s is rec-
ognised as the sector 
leader in sustainability 
and water stewardship, 
and is a key member of 
the Alliance for Water 
Stewardship.” 

We are proud of this 
remarkable achievement 
by the Murarrie team 
and thank David Gent 
and Brett Porter for 
leading the water stew-
ardship program that is 
truly world-class. 

Kym 0439 066 054 
kym@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Luke 0439 066 006 
luke@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
Bill 0499 009 293 
bill@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Ph: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller Mobile: 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner Mobile: 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner Mobile: 0499 009 293

For all your livestock needs

Provides high quality products,

Delivered on time,

At competitive pricing,

Supported by the best

available technical service in

animal and livestock nutrition.

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au

Biosecurity for the backyard chook
WITH recent media in-
terest in keeping back-
yard poultry, Austral-
ian Eggs reminds con-
sumers to be aware of 
the animal and human 
health risks associated, 
and encourage biosecu-
rity education for all.  

Australian Eggs manag-
ing director Rowan Mc-
Monnies said backyard 
poultry keeping presents 
risks to animal and hu-
man health, and backyard 
owners need to under-
stand the responsibilities.

“Anecdotally, there has 
been an increase in the 
number of people keep-
ing backyard hens, and 
egg farmers understand 

the attraction to produc-
ing nutritious and deli-
cious eggs,” Mr McMon-
nies said.

“People need to realise 
that once you’re a sub-
urban ‘egg farmer’, there 
are important biosecurity 
risks to protect against.

“Diseases spread quick-
ly and widely and the 
potential transfer from 
backyard to commercial 
flocks can put food secu-
rity for the broader com-
munity at risk.

“It’s understandable 
that people think back-
yard farming is clean 
and natural, but these 
setups can pose signifi-
cant problems because of 

how accessible they are 
to wild animals.

“Australian Eggs 
spends a lot of time com-
municating these dangers 
to egg farmers but there 
is clearly a role in getting 
information out to back-
yard owners as well.”

Australian Eggs has is-
sued a list of 10 things 
backyard poultry owners 
should practice to reduce 
biosecurity risks:

• Always wash hands 
after handling chickens 
or eggs

• Keep chickens away 
from ponds and rivers as 
water birds are known 
carriers of avian influ-
enza

• Ensure wild birds can-
not access the chickens’ 
feed or water, as diseases 
can be easily transmitted 
to poultry by contamina-
tion of feed or water

• Keep other animals 
such as domestic geese 
or turkeys and even cats 
and dogs well away as 
they can bring disease to 
chickens

• Use safe water sources 
such as town water, good 
quality bore water or san-
itised surface water for 
chickens to drink

• Provide a secure ro-
dent-proof enclosure for 
poultry, as rats and mice 
are known carriers of dis-
ease

• Any kitchen scraps 
fed to chickens must be 
meat and animal free, as 
when spoiled, these may 
carry dangerous bacteria

• Check hens regularly 
for anything unusual 
such as coughing, diar-
rhoea or swollen eyes

• If a chicken is show-
ing signs of sickness, 
isolate the sick animal 
from others and seek vet-
erinary advice in a timely 
manner

• Call Animal Health 
Australia’s 24-hour emer-
gency animal disease 
watch hotline on 1800 
675 888 if there are unu-
sual symptoms or signs 
of serious disease. 

Ingham’s Murarrie facility received platinum certification, the highest honour in water stewardship.

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
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Poultry farmer and university lecturer Ruud Zanders said, “It makes no sense for us to be competing with 
animals for food.”

Dutch farm producing carbon-neutral eggs

Solutions for poultry wastewater

A MASSIVE 70 percent 
of the carbon footprint in 
eggs comes from grow-
ing corn to feed chickens.

In recent years, free 
range and organic eggs 
have become increasingly 
popular among people ea-
ger to support more ethi-
cal farming methods. 

Dutch stores are stock-
ing a food produced with 
the environment and ani-
mal welfare in mind – car-
bon-neutral eggs.

Meaning that no emis-
sions are associated with 
their production.

Kipster eggs are the 
product of a new farm that 
diverges from techniques 
commonly used to yield 

organic and free range 
eggs, which see chickens 
fed with human-grade 
corn.

Poultry farmer and 
university lecturer Ruud 
Zanders said, “It makes 
no sense for us to be com-
peting with animals for 
food.” 

“And 70 percent of the 
carbon footprint in eggs 
is accounted for by the 
feed for the chickens,” Mr 
Zanders said.

The farm collects waste 
items such as broken bis-
cuits and rice cakes from 
local bakeries, as well 
as edible items set to be 
thrown away, and turns it 
into feed for the chickens. 

This has a dual effect 

– it prevents the ‘competi-
tion’ between humans and 
animals for the same food 
sources, and has a positive 
effect on the farm’s carbon 
footprint.

However, the choice of 
chicken feed isn’t the only 
effort the farm has made 
to limit its carbon emis-
sions. 

Over 1000 solar panels 
were installed and provide 
more than enough energy 
for the farm itself, with 
any overage being sold 
back to the grid.

With the way the chick-
ens are fed and the solar 
panels, a study by the 
Wageningen University 
found that the farm’s 
eggs could be considered 

carbon neutral. 
Mr Zanders said that if 

the status changes in fu-
ture, he will install more 
solar panels to reduce 
CO2 emissions even fur-
ther.

Given carbon emissions 
are one of the biggest 
problems of our time, this 
is positive news.

Recently, a report com-
missioned by the United 
Nations stated current lev-
els haven’t been seen in 3 
million years. 

With those emissions 
generating rapid climate 
change and ocean acidi-
fication, there are press-
ing concerns a massive 
ecological disaster could 
be triggered in the next 
century. 

Experts have suggested 
the only way humanity 
will survive is to become 
carbon-neutral or even 
carbon-negative.

Fortunately, things are 
beginning to change. 

China is shutting down 
factories, gas and diesel-
powered cars are seem-
ingly on their way out and 
there are ongoing efforts 
to establish ways of con-
verting CO2 into a usable 
fuel source.

It’s going to take a uni-
lateral shift across vari-
ous different industries to 
ensure we address carbon 
emissions. 

Kipster eggs have cer-
tainly contributed to a 
greater undertaking. 

CHOOSING the best 
pump for pumping 
wastewater from poul-
try farms or process-
ing plants means tak-
ing the time and trou-
ble to analyse perfor-
mance and the types 
of pumps required.

The choices are sub-
mersibles, long-column 
sump pumps and more 
recently, the introduc-
tion of Aussie’s GMP 
big, robust self-priming 
centrifugal pumps.

Aussie Pumps be-
lieves that the big self-
priming pump concept 
works better, not only 
because of its ease of 
maintenance but also 
for its ability to with-
stand the issues that 
pumps in applications 
such as these experi-
ence. 

Corrosion is one con-
sistent problem, par-
ticularly for cast iron 
submersible pumps, 
where a two-year life 
cycle is often normal.

The pumps also need 
to be robust enough to 
handle the job and have 
that indispensable ‘self-
priming’ feature.

Self-priming means 
that the pump is mount-
ed outside the pit or 
tank and draws its wa-
ter through a suction 
line connected into the 
front of the pump.

In a normal instal-
lation, the discharge 
is through an elbow 
mounted on the top of 
the pump, but the key 
feature is the design of 
the pump body itself. 

For a self-priming 
pump, the body will in-
clude the capacity for it 
to hold enough water to 
prime the pump. 

The priming process 
is simple and virtually 
foolproof.

Aussie Pumps’ chief 
engineer John Hales 
said, “To prime, there 
are three simple steps.” 

“Step one, fill the 
pump bowl with water 
through the priming 
plug mounted in the top 
of the pump body. 

“Step two, make 
sure the suction hose 
or fittings going into 
the pump body are 
completely airtight, so 
there’s no danger of 
air leaks in the suction 
line.

“Step three is to start 
the motor or engine, de-
pending on the drive 
system involved.

“What happens next 
is basic physics.”  

The water in the pump 
body is expelled to the 
discharge.

That in turn creates a 
vacuum inside the pump 
that allows the check 
valve mounted in the 
pump suction port to 
open, allowing water to 
be sucked into the pump 
body through the suction 
hose or pipe assembly.  

“It’s easy and pro-
vides real advantages 
of convenience,” Mr 
Hales said.

Aussie’s 2” through to 
6” pumps are all de-
signed around a trash 
or semi-trash configu-
ration concept.

The smaller pumps 
of 2-4” are regarded 
as semi trash, though 
they have big open non-
clog style impellers and 
feature silicon carbide 
seals and a stainless-
steel wear plate.

For extreme applica-
tions, 316 stainless-steel 
cast impellers can be 
provided as an option.

Best of all, semi-trash 
and trash pumps from 
the Aussie GMP prod-
uct range all include a 
front opening port that 
enables the pump to be 
cleared out in the event 
of blockages.

“Imagine, being able 
to clean out the pump 
without having to dis-
connect pipework, as 
you do in the case of an 
end suction pump,” Mr 
Hales said.

“Bones, feathers and 
particles of meat or flesh 
will pass straight through 
the pump without effort.”

Aussie’s semi-trash 
pump range now in-
cludes a 3” pump that 
not only has the ca-
pacity to move over 
1000L per minute but 
can also deliver heads 
up to 70m.

“That’s a break-
through product for 
us,” Mr Hales said.

“It means that the liq-
uid can be pumped fur-
ther, or higher, depend-
ing on the application.”

Experience has shown 
Aussie Pump engineers 
that using submersibles 
in applications such as 
this, and long-column 
sump pumps, can cre-
ate real difficulty.  

“We hear about the 
inconvenience of lift-
ing pumps out of the pit 
for service, where with 
a self-priming pump 
mounted outside the 
tank or pond, service 
can be carried out with 
a minimum of mess 
and inconvenience,” Mr 
Hales said.

“It’s the new way 
and every day we find 
more customers mov-
ing to our self-priming 
centrifugal pumps for 
these wastewater appli-
cations.”

Further information, 
including a new cata-
logue on Aussie GMP 
pumps, is readily avail-
able from Australian 
Pump Industries or dis-
tributors around Aus-
tralia. 

Photo: Erol Ahmed

Aussie GMP self-priming pumps are quick to set 
up and simple to maintain.
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THIS is a quick and easy way to locate the 
right people for any number of specialist ser-
vices and facilities in the poultry industry. 

Whatever the job you need to accom-
plish, here’s a group of business cards 
that guarantee you the best available.

Here’s my Card

Lawrie Coutts
Technical Service Manager – VIC

0475 802 675
lawriecoutts@specialisedbreeders.com.au

10274 SBA PDF Cards.indd   2 27/4/18   3:30 pm

Jonathan Leslie
National Sales and Marketing Manager

0459 893 518
jonathanleslie@specialisedbreeders.com.au

10274 SBA PDF Cards.indd   1 27/4/18   3:29 pm

Technical Systems Australia  PTYLTD

Scotty Miller
DIRECTOR

PO Box 30, Donnybrook QLD 4510
86 Beerburrum-Donnybrook Rd, Donnybrook

Phone: (07) 5429 2028
Mobile: 0424 413 484
Email: scotty@tsa.tech
Web: www.tsa.tech

Equipment You Can Trust
 A Team You Can Rely On

TSA

Juan Diaz (Vic)
Tel: 0429 125 448

Shane Nicholson (Qld) 
Tel: 0427 200 262

Michael Pritchard MTB - 
Biosecurity  Tel: 0407 764 850

1800 649 231 
Alltech Lienert Australia 

8 Roseworthy Rd, Roseworthy 5371, South Australia

Regional Sales Representatives 
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Damien Kelly (Vic) 
Tel: 0448 273 114

Darren Wilkinson (Vic) 
Tel: 0409 361 811 

Tina Grech (SA) 
Tel: 0407 608 179

Bruce Lockwood (Qld) 
Tel: 0400 700 559

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax: 02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Kym Miller 0439 066 054
Luke Steinborner 0439 066 006
Bill Steinborner 0499 009 293

Kate Parry 0448 340 619
Ben Hawkes 0400 369 693

Tim Smith
Technical Service Manager – NSW

0407 104 185
timsmith@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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Dieter Karlin
Technical Service Manager – QLD/WA

0418 131 119
dieterkarlin@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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Garry Grant T - (02) 9898 1800
M - 0410 529 852
E  - ggrant@hydroInnovations.com.au

General Manager

HydroInnovations.com.au
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www.mightybulk.com.au

Bruce Stewart
General Manager

47-49 Overseas Drive
Noble Park VIC 3174
+61 (03) 9702 4855
Facsimile: (03) 9702 4865
0409 192 965
bstewart@lgpm.com.au

Fabian Barcelo 
0447 444 674

Eddie Pecotich
0437 408 961

José Borsotti
0419 620 310

Dr Tom Harrison BVSc

Business Manager - Swine & Poultry

27-33 Piper Lane East Bendigo Victoria 3550 

PO Box 2388 Bendigo DC 3554 

M: +61 428 668 266   P: +613 5445 5435   F: +613 5445 5914

E: tom.harrison@apiam.com.au

Ÿ Cast iron

Ÿ Great prices for Australian 

      Poultry Industries members 

Ÿ 2", 3" & 4" 
      semi trash pumps

Ÿ Big flows

Ÿ ISO 9001

Ÿ Self-priming

Aussie Pumps Poultry Package

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Heavy duty blasters with 
extra flow for fast, effective 
wash-down

02 8865 3500

 only $ +gst       

Aussie Pumps

Aussie Pumps Piggery Package

www.aussiepumps.com.au

Only while stocks last

Flows to 21 lpm
2,600 psi
Honda 13hp 

2,460

25%
off

Ÿ 2,000 psi to 5,000 psi

Ÿ Big Berty triplex pumps

Ÿ Australia’s No 1 
     pressure cleaner manufacturer

Ÿ Engine & electric drive

Ÿ OH&S friendly stainless 
      steel frames

Ÿ Aussie quality

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Poultry Industries members 

Come clean with Aussie

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Poultry permanent recruitment and executive search
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http://www.ccdanimalhealth.com.au
http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au
http://www.becfeedsolutions.com.au


National Poultry Newspaper, April 2021 – Page 19www.poultrynews.com.au

■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card ■ Here’s my Card

REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH …

Phone  1300 059 003 
Email  info@polytex.net.au 
Web  www.polytex.net.au

•  Fan covers •  Door covers  
•  Brooder/air control curtains 
•  Thermal & blockout blinds  
•  Poultry shade sails 
•  Cool cell covers

The Chicken Grower’s Choice

Phone: 1300 815 888
(+61) 07 3281 3200

Fax: 1300 816 888
(+61) 07 3281 8295

PO Box 95, Ipswich
Queensland Australia 4305

www.santrev.com

enquiries@santrev.com.au

Leon Hall
MBA, B.Sc.(Agric.) (Hons.) Anim. Sci.

Industry Manager, Animal Nutrition
Australia & New Zealand

BASF Australia Ltd.
Level 12

28 Freshwater Place
Southbank VIC 3006

Mobile +61 457 104 105
Fax +61 3 8855 6511

leon.hall@basf.com
www.animal-nutrition.basf.com

Matt Henry
Country Manager (AgriFood Australia)

mob: 0439 136 602
matthew.henry@kemin.com

I N S P I R E D M O L E C U L A R S O L U T I O N S™

Suite 6-7, 694 Pacific Highway, Killara NSW 2071, 
Sydney, Australia & New Zealand

Phone: 61 2 9844 5700 | Fax: 61 2 9418 2544 

Associate Professor Peter Groves BVSc MANZCVS PhD
Director Poultry Research Foundation

Faculty of Science
The University of Sydney - Camden Campus
N138 JL Shute Building C01
425 Werombi Road, Brownlow Hill NSW 2570 Australia

+61 2 9351 1612   +61 2 9351 1693 (fax)   +61 418 118 005
peter.groves@sydney.edu.au
sydney.edu.au

Will Gurry
Valuations & Advisory
0488 553 988  
will.gurry@ap.jll.com     

Chris Holgar  
Transactions
0411 177 167 
chris.holgar@ap.jll.com     

Agribusiness
Advisory / Valuations / Transactions

Better outcomes through advanced systems
www.stockyardindustries.com

Steven Clohesy
Mobile: 0427 733 141
Email: steven@stockyardindustries.com

54 King Street, Clifton
Queensland, Australia 4361
Telephone: 07 4697 3344
Facsimile: 07 4697 3532

LALLEMAND 
ANIMAL NUTRITION

Alison Leary - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0488 715 151  |  aleary@lallemand.com

Alex Turney - Managing Director, AUS & NZ
Mob: 0419 005 511  |  aturney@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

SPECIFIC
FOR YOUR

SUCCESS

Nathan Lister - Technical Services Manager
Mob: 0438 190 388  |  nlister@lallemand.com

Brendon Cant
Managing Director

T +61 8 9430 9463
M +61 417 930 536
E brendon@iinet.net.au

BCAPR Pty Ltd (ACN 159 299 966)

PO Box 749 South Fremantle 
Western Australia 6162

Ÿ Loads of features

Ÿ Hot Wash & Steam 
  Cleaners to 130°C

Ÿ 4,000 psi

Ÿ 240v & 415v

Ÿ Stainless steel covers

Ÿ Great prices for Australian Poultry Industries members  

Ÿ Aussie quality

02 8865 3500Aussie Pumps aussiepumps.com.au

Come clean with steam

Dr Ray Johnson
Principal and Managing Director

Agribusiness                Food manufacture & retail                 Wine

3 Spring Street, Sydney NSW 2000

M:  0419 012 841 | T: 02 9223 9944

E: ray@agri.com.au | www.agri.com.au

Dr Ray Johnson
Principal and Managing Director

From paddock to plate, we know people: how to find them and 

make sure they’re right for your role and culture.

Dr Ray Johnson
Principal and Managing Director

Agribusiness                Food manufacture & retail                 Wine

Mark Bennett  0427 627 774

Branko Karaconji DVM 0448 055 159

Veterinarian

Steven Black  0437 627 000

Ronnie O’Rorke  0419 648 433

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138

PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128

T:1800 814 883   F: 02 8876 0444   W: www.zoetis.com.au
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Colin Bennett
0408 230 351
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Andrew McKay
0412 771 998
andrew.mckay@zamira.com.au

WORLD-LEADING DETERGENT & DISINFECTANT

KENOSAN & VIROCID   NOW AVAILABLE IN AUSTRALIA

For more information visit zamira.com.au

™ ®

http://www.poultrynews.com.au
http://www.metrowest.com.au
http://www.kemin.com
http://www.customvac.com.au
http://www.zamira.com.au


Page 20 – National Poultry Newspaper, April 2021 www.poultrynews.com.au

CONTACT AGCO GRAIN & PROTEIN 
FOR ALL YOUR POULTRY EQUIPMENT NEEDS. 

BUY THE SUPER-SAVER 
225XL HEATER AND PARTS 
DIRECT TO SUPER SAVE.
Now you can buy the best heater in the market, along with any parts, at the best 
possible price direct from the manufacturer, AGCO Grain & Protein.

Hired-Hand heaters have been the trusted market leader in climate control systems  
within poultry operations for over 40 years. 

The Super-Saver 225XL is known as the most efficient, rugged, best performing and  
trouble-free heaters in Australia. They are AGA Certified plus feature direct spark ignition,  
and at 225,000 BTU the Super-Saver can meet the needs of any agricultural operation.

Thanks to AGCO Grain & Protein you could win 
yourself the best poultry heater on the market by  
entering your details at www.hiredhand.com.au 

The heater prize package is valued at $1,490* so don’t 
delay and enter today. Winning a Super-Saver 225XL 
heater means you’ll be able to maintain consistent 
temperature control and optimal growing conditions  
in your poultry house.

*Please see the website www.hiredhand.com.au for full competition terms and conditions.

WIN A SUPER-SAVER 
225XL HEATER.

$1,490*
INCL. GST

PRIZE 
VALUE

P: (03) 9313 0313 
E: ANZpoultryequipment@agcocorp.com 

W: agcograinandprotein.com.au

With distribution warehouses found in  
Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth we can  
quickly and easily deliver to your farm.
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