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APSS 2019 breaks records
IN late-February, the
Poultry Research Foundation, in conjunction with
the World’s Poultry Science Association (Australian Branch), hosted the
30th anniversary of the
Australian Poultry Science Symposium.

Young people passionate about biosecurity at Poultry
Hub Australia’s recent poultry training event in Tamworth.

PHA’s Poultry Nutrition Workshop involved Prof Mingan Choct, Prof Gene
Pesti and Dr Natalie Morgan.

Fresh ideas key to the future
WHAT a fantastic time of
year!
The leaves on the trees in
Armidale have started to turn
to their autumn colours and
Poultry Hub is getting set to
announce our second call for
research funding.
We look forward to seeing
what new and innovative ideas
we will receive to solve problems and improve our wonderful industry.
For more details, check out
our website and social media
channels.
As part of our poultry job
ready training, we held an engagement event in Tamworth.
It was well attended and very
well received.

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

During this event we showcased our training, which included a virtual chicken, biosecurity activities, egg grading
and Lego chickens.
All activities received posi-

A young person experienced the virtual reality chicken program
as part of PHA’s poultry job ready training.

tive feedback, with a focus on
the virtual chicken and biosecurity.
And of course, the day would
not have been complete without a chicken barbecue!
This training is aimed at
young people aged 15-24 and
seeks to engage them in all
things poultry while providing
them with useful skills they
can use on the job.
The training is composed of
six modules that are high-tech
and hands-on.
For more information or
dates, check out our website
poultryhub.org
During March, Poultry Hub
held a Poultry Nutrition Workshop.
The event was led by Prof
Gene Pesti from the University

of Georgia, US.
Spread over two days, attendees were given an insight into
the importance of poultry nutrition and had the opportunity
to work through real case studies and practical examples of
formulating diets.
There was also a focus on
ensuring the correct statistics
and experimental designs are
applied when doing nutrition
experiments in poultry, which
are very important considerations indeed.
Poultry Hub hopes to run
this workshop again later this
year, so if you are interested or
would like more information,
just let us know.
For those of you who may be
able to get to the Sydney Royal
Easter Show, be sure to check
out our stand, which explores
the ancestry of the domesticated chicken and highlights
the outstanding scientific
achievements in genetic breeding techniques used to produce
our modern-day broilers and
layers.
We look forward to continuing to engage in poultry research, education and training.
If you would like to get involved or have any ideas to
share with us, please contact us
at poultryhub@une.edu.au

The milestone event was
held at the Sheraton Grand
Sydney Hyde Park, which
has been the venue of
choice since moving away
from the University of Sydney Campus in 2017.
It was another fantastic
event, showcasing new and
exciting research from all
around the globe.
With a record number of
submitted papers (88), as
well as nine invited presentations, the organisers had
their work cut out trying to
fit it into a two-and-a-halfday program.
As in recent years, the
conference kicked off on
the Sunday afternoon/evening, with several workshops
and forums now taking
place before the Pre-Registration Evening and ‘Grate
Debate’.
The debate is a lighthearted social event that
generally attracts around
half the delegates to catchup before the symposium
starts.
This year’s debate was on
the topic of ‘Should the

production of chicken meat
and eggs be politically correct’.
It was a well-fought battle, with the opposition
team of Peter Selle, Amy
Moss and Natalie Chrystal
taking the win.
On Monday morning, the
conference kicked into top
gear, with 20 papers presented on the first day of
the conference.
Day one was very nutrition focused, with topics
of ‘Global Poultry Nutrition’, ‘Low Protein Diets’
and ‘Mineral Nutrition’
covered.
We saw two great presentations from invited speakers Rick Kleyn (South Africa) and William Dozier
(US), as well as other notable presentations including
Roselina Angel (US) and
Amy Moss (University of
Sydney).
A poster session was incorporated with Monday
night welcome drinks and
canapes.
There were 37 posters
displayed in the Hyde Park
room, with loads of industry-relevant content.
The poster session is a
great opportunity for students and young researchers to present some of their
preliminary work, building
towards further publica☛ continued P2
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Poultry Industry
Calendar of Events
2019
APR 17 - 18 – Poultry Symposium for
Production & Processing, Arkansas,
US www.thepoultryfederation.com/
events/4-production-symposium
MAY 19 - 21 – One 19 Alltech Ideas
Conference, Lexington, Kentucky US
www.one.alltech.com
JUN 10 - 13 – European Symposium on
Poultry Nutrition, AmberExpo in Gdansk,
Poland www.espn2019.com
JUN 12-13 – Australian Biosecurity
Symposium, Gold Coast, QLD www.
biosym.com.au
JUN 13 – Entries close – Royal
Melbourne Poultry Show, The Grand
Pavilion, Melbourne, VIC www.rasv.
com.au/royal-melbourne-poultryshow
SEP 16-20 –World Veterinary Poultry
Association Congress, Bangkok,
Thailand www.wvpac2019.com
SEP 20 – Judging – Royal Melbourne
Poultry Show, The Grand Pavilion,
Melbourne, VIC www.rasv.com.au/
royal-melbourne-poultry-show
OCT 23 - 25 – European Symposium
on Poultry Genetics, Prague, Czech
Republic www.espg2019.org/
NOV 5 - 7 – Poultry Tech Summit,
Atlanta, US www.wattglobalmedia.
com/poultrytechsummit

Tamsyn Crowley, Natalie Morgan and Danielle Phibbs.

Invited speakers at the Symposium Dinner.

APSS 2019 breaks records
☛ from P1

tions in the future.
It is also a great opportunity to socialise and
network with people who
have similar interests.
As reported in last
month’s edition of National Poultry Newspaper, a
‘speed dating’ mentor/
mentee session was added
to the Monday night program.
Thankyou to Poultry
Hub Australia for co-ordinating this.
From all reports, it was
very well received and
will be a welcome addition in future years.
Tuesday’s topics were
a little more widespread,
with papers presented on
‘Layer Nutrition’, ‘Intestinal Health’, ‘Alternative
Feed Solutions’ and ‘Welfare’.
Invited speakers Xabier
Arbe Ugalde (Thailand),
Dana Stanley (Central
Queensland University),
Filip Van Immerseel (Belgium) and Muhammad
Reza Abdollahi (New

Zealand) all presented
their recent findings and
were very well received.
The Symposium Dinner
on Tuesday night is one
of the most anticipated
social events, with over
three-quarters of the delegates now attending this
function each year.
Attendees took a short
ferry ride on board the
Proclaim (a 1940s Sydney ferry) across the harbor to Sergeants Mess,
Chowder Bay.
Though the weather was
not ideal, it was still a
great trip across and back,
as you always get the best
views of the city sights
from the water.
As attendees have become accustomed to in
recent years, the music
and dancing following
dinner was again a great
feature of the night, with
about 120 people heading onto the dancefloor
this year.
By far the most inspiring
part of the entire conference also happened at the

How to supply event details: Send all
details to National Poultry Newspaper,
PO Box 387, Cleveland, Qld 4163,
call 07 3286 1833 fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: design@poultrynews.com.au
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Symposium Dinner.
Each year, the WPSA
president presents the
Australian Poultry Award
at the dinner.
This year’s winner was
Dr Ben Wells, who made
one of the most amazing
acceptance speeches anyone had ever heard.
It concluded with a
standing ovation from the
entire crowd, which lasted
well over 30 seconds.
A very worthy and humble recipient, and a great
asset of the poultry industry for such a long time.
The final day of the conference was much more
health orientated, with
11 papers on ‘Health and
Welfare’ presented, including invited speaker
Stephen Page (Sydney).
The final invited presentation was a paper outlining the 30-year history
of the Australian Poultry
Science Symposium by
Wayne Bryden, who has
attended every conference
since it began in 1989.
It was a great opportunity to reflect on the successes of our annual conference and see how far
the conference has come
over the past 30 years.
For the second consecutive year all records were
broken, with 263 delegates
attending over the three
days of the conference.
In total, 37 contributing papers were presented
orally, 37 posters were
presented and of course
the invited speakers did a
wonderful job.
The organisers would
also like to take this opportunity to say a massive
thankyou to the sponsors
of APSS, as without their
continual support over the
past 30 years, the event
would simply not be what
it is today.
Some of these sponsors

have been a part of APSS
since the very beginning,
and for others this was the
first or second year, but
the organisers appreciate
each and every one of you
for helping make APSS

such a world-renowned
conference.
Please note dates for
APSS 2020 at the Sheraton Grand Sydney Hyde
Park will be February 1821, 2020.

Wayne Bryden.

Peter Groves and Esther Kim.

APSS 2019 was kindly supported by:
Diamond sponsors
Chook Chat Shack
(Agrifutures: Chicken Meat, Poultry Hub
Australia, Australian Eggs)
EW Nutrition Australia Pty Ltd
Platinum sponsors
Feedworks Pty Ltd
Jefo Australia
Silver sponsors
AB Vista
Adisseo
DSM Nutritional Products Ltd
Food Recycle Ltd
Lallemand Animal Nutrition
Novus Nutrition
Bronze sponsors
Biomin Australia
Ruth Consolidated Industries
Item/event sponsors
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Vivien Kite with Ben and Vicki Wells.
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Chicken meat RD&E off to a flying start for 2019
THE
AgriFutures
Chicken Meat Program
is off to a flying start
for 2019, with a change
in leadership and a host
of new projects in the
wings to boost the productivity and efficiency
of chicken meat production and deliver safe
food and good animal
welfare outcomes.
Key to determining new
program investment for
2019 is the AgriFutures
Chicken Meat Program
Advisory Panel, which
recently welcomed panel
member and former Deputy Chair Guy Hebblewhite into the position of
Advisory Panel Chair.
As an experienced
chicken meat producer
and Nuffield Scholar, Guy
was elevated to the position of Chair for his industry leadership, unique
scientific and hands-on
field expertise, and commitment to the growth of
the industry.
“I’m excited to continue my involvement with
the AgriFutures Chicken
Meat Program as Chair,”
Mr Hebblewhite.
“Since joining the Advisory Panel in 2017, I
have had the privilege of
working with AgriFutures
Australia and my peers
to guide the program’s
RD&E investment.
“We’re focused on investment in high-impact
RD&E that will significantly benefit the industry
and is designed to maintain the chicken meat industry’s position as the
number-one consumed

meat in the country.”
The AgriFutures Chicken Meat Program Advisory Panel is a key link
between industry and the
RD&E program, providing the structure to determine research priorities and make investment
decisions.
The Panel consists of a
team of experts appointed
for their knowledge and
experience in RD&E and
the chicken meat industry.
“The Advisory Panel offers a unique insight into
the chicken meat industry,” Mr Hebblewhite said.
“We have a diverse range
of skills and expertise.
“This diversity has been
the driving force behind
RD&E investment and
has played a pivotal role
in securing new research
projects for 2019.”
A series of open calls, or
requests for research proposals have run over the
past six months to gather
ideas to support the program’s Five-Year RD&E
Plan 2014-2019 and its
objectives.
Manager,
Research
Georgina Townsend said
the open call process has
attracted projects and
subsequent investment
covering a wide range of
national issues.
“The AgriFutures Chicken Meat Program has made
a significant investment in
projects that protect the in-

dustry’s value such as food
safety, the impact on the environment and projects that
enhance the industry’s performance, such as nutrition,
welfare and biosecurity.
“For example, a project to develop national
environment planning
guidelines will ensure the
industry reduces compliance burdens, such as lower costs, faster development approval processes
and reduced incidences of
legal action, and provide
better planning and environmental outcomes for
the industry and community,” Ms Townsend said.
Another recent program
investment has been the
creation of the Chicken
Meat RD&E extensionAUS website.
The website supports the
program extension efforts,
offering a repository for
resources linked to research projects including
final reports, summaries,
podcasts, event information and other news.
In addition to research
activity, the program has a
firm focus on and commitment to capacity building.
The
announcement
of Joshua Angove as
the 2019 Gary Sansom
Scholar is testament to the
Program’s dedication to
growing the future chicken meat workforce.
The scholarship will allow Joshua to investigate

how the nutrition and environment of the hen influences how efficiently
her progeny grow.
The outcomes of Joshua’s project are likely to
have a positive impact internationally because the
breed of chicken reared
in Australia is also reared
around the world.
Production gains identified in this project can
be replicated elsewhere,
which is an exciting prospect for the budding scientist.
“It’s a credit to the vision of the AgriFutures
Chicken Meat Program
that they see the value
in supporting young researchers to become leaders in the chicken industry
and it provides motivation for young research-

ers to keep going and get
through their PhD,” Mr
Angove said.
“For me, the opportunities this award presents
are worth more than the
value of the scholarship
itself.”
With a number of program initiatives under
way, it is set to be another big year for the AgriFutures Chicken Meat
Program and Georgina
Townsend is looking forward to delivering impact
for the industry.
“Our RD&E program
is going from strength
to strength and with the
backing of our research
community and industry
supporters we’re excited
about what the future
holds for this growing and
dynamic industry.”

AgriFutures Chicken Meat Program Advisory Panel
chair Guy Hebblewhite.

The AgriFutures Chicken Meat Program Advisory Panel.

POULTRY RENDERING
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transportation from farm and processing services for spent birds from
New South Wales, Southern Queensland and Victoria.
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Egg industry responds
to community feedback
THE opinions of thousands of Australians who
participated in a CSIRO
research program about
egg farming in Australia
have been addressed in
a Sustainability Framework Report for the egg
industry.
The
Sustainability
Framework Report, released by the industry’s
research body, Australian
Eggs, has been developed
to help egg farmers understand and respond to
evolving community expectations.
Australians eat 245 eggs
each a year, and the CSIRO
research program was designed to give the community a voice about different
aspects of egg farming, according to Australian Eggs’
managing director Rowan
McMonnies.
“By commissioning the
CSIRO to develop and deliver the engagement with
the community, we were
able to gain an insight into
the areas of our industry
that are of greatest interest
to people,” Mr McMonnies said.
“The CSIRO community research identified a
number of priority issues
such as nutrition, animal
husbandry and the carbon
footprint of the industry.
“The report provides
context on these issues,
identifies progress to date
and lists opportunities for
ongoing improvement.
“The next step for the
industry is to identify
ways to bring these community values to a practical commercial setting

and this will be the focus of Australian Eggs’
research program for the
new year.”
Bede Burke has farmed
in Tamworth, NSW for
over 35 years.
He welcomed the launch
of the Sustainability
Framework as a means of
improving understanding
of the egg industry.
“The research underpinning the Sustainability
Framework has provided
the industry with a clear
insight into community
expectations around egg
production in Australia,”
Mr Burke said.
“The Framework has
created a roadmap for egg
producers that will help
guide the future direction
of our businesses.
“Importantly, it will also
improve the community’s
understanding of complex
issues such as hen welfare,
biosecurity and the overall economic viability of
the egg industry.”
The
Sustainability
Framework Report completes the first annual
cycle of a three-year program of engagement with
Australians, designed to
ensure the industry farms
eggs in a manner that is
socially, environmentally
and economically sustainable.
“This work will enable
egg farmers to understand
how community attitudes
are evolving and make
more informed decisions
to ensure their businesses
are on track with community expectations,” Mr
McMonnies said.

Opportunity opens with change to chicken meat pecking order
AGRIFUTURES Australia is seeking applications for its Chicken
Meat Program Advisory Panel, which recommends where and how
research, development
and extension funding is allocated for the
AgriFutures Chicken
Meat Program.
The Panel comprises
people with a range of
skills and experience in
the research, farming
and processing sectors
of the chicken meat industry, together with a
representative from AgriFutures Australia.
The key functions of
the Panel, which meets,
on average, three times
a year, are to:
• Advise AgriFutures
Australia on the current
state of the industry and
its RD&E requirements;
• Recommend shortlisted research applications consistent with the
research priorities identified in the Chicken Meat
Program Five-Year RD&E
Plan 2014-2019; and
• Advise on and assist with dissemination,
adoption and commercialisation of R&D.
Panel members are
recompensed for their
services to AgriFutures
Australia at rates determined by the Commonwealth’s Remuneration
Tribunal.
Panel members are
entitled to sitting fees
for meetings and travel
expenses.

Cant Comment
by
BRENDON CANT
Key components of the
Chicken Meat Program
are increasing productivity and efficiency of
production, and delivering safe food and good
animal welfare outcomes.
The program is funded by statutory levies
paid by industry participants.
This levy revenue is
matched by AgriFutures
Australia at up to 0.5
percent of GVP.
The Chicken Meat
Program collaborates
with other rural research
and development corporations and research investments are guided by
the Panel.
The industry’s current
RD&E objectives are:

• Increase productivity
and efficiency of chicken meat production;
• Deliver safe food and
good animal welfare
outcomes;
• Manage the environment for sustainable development;
• Create foundations
for the future, including capacity and market
insight; and
• Ensure
research
adoption via extension
and communication.
According to AgriFutures Australia, chicken
meat production in Australia is dominated by a
small number of large,
vertically integrated,
privately owned businesses which typically
contract out the growing
to independent chicken
growers.
Around 800 contract
growers rear about 80
percent of Australia’s
meat chickens.
The industry has a
strong presence in rural and regional communities, directly employing about 40,000
people with a further
100,000 jobs dependent
on chicken meat production.
The chicken meat industry buys about 5 percent of all grain grown
in Australia.
The industry has many
opportunities to capitalise on chicken meat’s
modest environmental
footprint and to further
reduce its environmen-

tal impacts and emissions.
Continuous improvement, including RD&E
to optimise flock performance, efficiency
and industry productivity, is needed for chicken
meat to retain its favourable position as the most
affordable and popular
meat on the domestic
market, according to
AgriFutures Australia.
Former Panel Deputy
Chair Guy Hebblewhite
was recently elevated to
Chair, in recognition of
his industry leadership,
unique scientific and

‘hands-on’ field expertise and commitment to
industry growth.
With Mr Hebblewhite
stepping into the role of
Chair, a Panel vacancy
now exists.
Applications for the
Chicken Meat Program
Advisory Panel close on
April 8 (sadly you’ll be
too late if you’re reading the paper version
of this edition!) and
should be submitted to
Georgina Townsend,
Manager,
Research,
0438 495 325 and email
georgina.townsend@ag
rifutures.com.au

With a new Chair occupying the top perch at
AgriFutures Australia’s Chicken Meat Program
Advisory Panel, a vacancy now exists for someone
to stand up.
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Compatible with the several setter trays available in the market.
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spray one step
ahead of E. coli
Help stop disease before it stops you. Poulvac
E. coli is the only commercially available modiﬁed
live vaccine that helps prevent disease caused by
E. coli in chickens. Help your birds before they
need it with Poulvac E. coli.
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Are worms a problem?
FREE range production
has many positive benefits – exposure to internal parasites is not one
of them.
This month we discuss
one of the challenges facing free range layer farming: intestinal worms.
To understand them
better, we need to know
more about them – their
lifecycle, their hosts, their
impacts and how best to
control them.
There are four major
types of intestinal worms
found in poultry: roundworms, hairworms, caecal

Roundworms.
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worms and tapeworms.
Roundworms (ascaridia
galli)
These are the most commonly seen intestinal
worm.
They are white, up to
5cm long and may be visible in droppings in heavy
infestations.
A severe infestation can
cause a reduction in nutrient absorption, intestinal
blockage and death.
Occasionally, they migrate up a hen’s reproductive tract and become
included in a developing
egg.
This is a seriously unwanted consequence of
heavy infestations.
The lifecycle of roundworms is direct – eggs
are expelled in the hen’s
droppings and are directly
infective if eaten.
The eggs can survive in
the environment for long
periods, so are difficult to
eradicate once an infection is established in a
free range system.
Hairworms (capillaria)
These are much smaller
(hair-like) and barely visible with the naked eye
but can cause significant
damage, even in only
moderate infestations.
There are two main species – one lives in the crop
and the other in the small
intestine.
Caecal worms (heterakis gallinarum)
These worms spend
most of their time in the
caecae.
Caecal worms are generally harmless but can
be the intermediary host
of another parasite, histomonas meleagridis, the

cause of blackhead disease.
So, though chickens are
generally not impacted by
caecal worms, controlling
the worms is still important for blackhead control.
Tapeworms
Several species of tapeworms are found in poultry.
Tapeworms require an
intermediate host to complete their lifecycle.
These
intermediate
hosts include ants, beetles,
houseflies, slugs, snails,
earthworms and termites.
They spend most of
their life in the intestines
and generally cause little
impact on performance,
unless the worm burden
physically occludes the
intestine.
There are no approved
medications for use
against tapeworms, so
controlling the intermediate hosts of tapeworms is
vital in preventing initial
infections and reducing
the risk of reinfection.
The impacts of worm
infestations
• Reduced vitality, poor
body weight gain leading
to unevenness or stunted
birds, reduced egg production and egg size, decrease in shell strength
and reduced yolk colour.
• Affected birds may be
dull and show pale combs.
• Increased cannibalism
through vent pecking due
to straining.
• Death, in very heavy
infestations.
Treatment options
There are only two anthelmintics (drugs for

intestinal worm control)
currently registered for
use in Australia – piperazine and levamisole.
Each of these is suitable for use in laying birds
with no withholding period for eggs, while levamisole has a seven-day withholding period for meat.
There are some fundamental differences between
these two products – piperazine only has activity
against roundworms, not
hairworms, caecal worms
or tapeworms.
Levamisole on the other
hand is effective against
round, caecal and hairworms.
It is wise to rotate between the two types of
anthelmintics to reduce
the risk of resistance development.
However there are limitations – there are no
products registered for
use in poultry in Australia for the control of
tapeworms, so controlling
the intermediate hosts of
tapeworms is vital in preventing initial infections
and reducing the risk of
reinfection.
There are also no products registered for the
control of blackhead, so
it becomes even more important to control its intermediate host, the caecal
worm.
Effective control of intestinal parasites is aimed
at breaking the cycle of
infection.
Strategic use of anthelmintics during rearing
will help to reduce challenge, and giving a prophylactic treatment before
moving hens from rearing to production sheds
will assist in breaking the
infection cycle, but this
needs to be combined
with other good management practices such as
limiting stock density on
the range, rotation of the
range, good drainage, and
the removal of heavily
contaminated soil around
the shed before new pullets arrive.

Hairworms.

Caecal worm.

Tapeworm.
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at the pace of genetics.
Issue
Assessment

Report

Formulation

Recommendation

Measurement

Both genetics and management practices have been rapidly
advancing in agriculture over the past 10 years.
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Rewarding biodiversity on farm
MINISTER for Agriculture David Littleproud
has announced new
programs that would
see farmers receive incentives for a range of
projects to improve biodiversity on farms, incorporating payment for
carbon if appropriate.

Protect your reputation – and your business
from Escherichia coli and Salmonella with
the Poulvac modified live bacterial vaccines:
Poulvac E coli and Poulvac ST. These vaccines
from Zoetis offer a vaccination program
for your flock that helps fight the threat of
two major bacterial diseases. Your business
depends on safety and quality. It’s your brand.
It’s your reputation. The Poulvac portfolio
from Zoetis helps protect both.

To learn more about the Poulvac range
visit us at Zoetis.com.au or call 1800 814 883

ST and E coli
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A $30 million pilot Agriculture Biodiversity Stewardship Program would see
farmers receive incentives
for projects that boost biodiversity and also, if appropriate, absorb carbon.
Projects such as maintaining or enhancing remnant forest, regeneration
of gullies or waterways, or
mixed species native tree
plantings could be examples of projects.
Additionally, $4 million
will go towards creating a
national and internationally recognised biodiversity certification scheme
to help biodiversityfriendly farmers get an
extra premium for their
product at the checkout
and when they trade with
other countries.
The National Farmers’
Federation will help de-

velop this certification
scheme so farm groups
have ownership of and invest in it.
“I’ve always thought
farmers should see the
benefits of managing
the biodiversity on their
properties, and a marketbased system can become
a drought-proof income
stream for them,” Minister Littleproud said.
“This program will be
trialled across different commodities and in
different regions and if
successful, I hope it will
be expanded as national
policy following the trial.
“An on-farm biodiversity policy and methodology will need to be developed and we’ll be consulting with Australian
National University and
farm groups on this.
“Farmers are already
making money from carbon payments and in the
future we could potentially see farmers receiving
payment for both biodiversity and carbon benefits from the same project.
“This pilot program is
not part of the Carbon

Solutions Fund – this is
a dedicated trial aimed
at biodiversity, though of
course projects will likely
have a carbon benefit also, which farmers deserve
recognition for.”
Farmers should be rewarded for having plants
and animals on their farm,
not penalised through
banning them using that
land and offering no compensation.
“I’m offering a carrot
to farmers who look after
biodiversity and absorb
carbon, not additional and
unnecessary regulation,”
Minister Littleproud said.
“Farmers love nature and
are also running a business.
“We need to recognise
both these realities.
“In many cases an incentive system such as this
will both boost production
– cattle and sheep put on
more meat when they have
good shelter, which bush
and shelter belts provide
– as well as the financial
incentive.
“Given almost 300 projects involving revegetation have been approved
through the Emissions

Reduction Fund, many
landholders already believe they can make
comparable returns from
carbon payments to what
they would running livestock, depending on circumstance and region.”
A biodiversity certification scheme will also give
farmers motivation and
reward for looking after
nature on their properties.
“If shoppers are prepared to pay more for
produce that carries a biodiversity stamp then let’s
create a brand and reward
farmers who do that,”
Minister Littleproud said.
“This is the way the
world is headed.
“On my recent trip to
the EU Agriculture Ministers’ Conference, I saw
how serious the rest of
the world is about farmers
looking after biodiversity.
“If Australia is to continue to be a world leader
and maintain its key selling point overseas – our
clean green reputation –
then we need to be thinking ahead of the game and
these schemes are part of
that picture.”

Egg industry action on food safety
AUSTRALIAN Eggs is
working with government health and agricultural departments to
investigate the cause of
a salmonella enteritidis
incident at a Victorian
farm.
SE is a concern as it
poses a food safety risk.
Unlike other countries,
SE is not endemic in Australia, so it is important to
work through how this incident has arisen and ensure it can be contained.
For this purpose, the
farm has been quarantined and very strict measures are in place to protect
neighbouring farms.
Regular SE surveillance
is conducted in Australia
to ensure early detection,
containment and eradication of any outbreak.
A product recall has
been issued for 12 Cage
Free Eggs 700g barcode
9300633636982, Victorian Fresh Barn Laid Eggs
600g, Victorian Fresh
Barn Laid Eggs 700g,
Victorian Fresh Barn Laid
Eggs 800g, Loddon Valley
Barn Laid 600g (Victoria

and South Australia only)
with best before dates of
20 MAR 19, 23 MAR 19,
27 MAR 19, 30 MAR 19,
3 APR 19, 6 APR 19, 10
APR 19, 14 APR 19, 17
APR 19, 20 APR 19, 24
APR 19, 27 APR 19 and
29 APR 19.

Customers who have
bought these eggs should
not consume them and
can return them to the
place of purchase for a
refund.
Australia continues to
have some of the safest
eggs in the world and

health authorities advise it
is safe to continue eating
all other eggs.
Eggs should always be
cooked until the white is
completely formed and
the yolk begins to thicken.
w w w. aust ra l ia neggs.
org.au
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The perfect
production partnership
At SBA, we know the perfect egg begins with a quality layer. That’s why we’ve
spent over 50 years ensuring our customers beneﬁt from a dependable supply of
genetically superior Hy-Line and Lohmann day-old chicks and point-of-lay pullets.
As the largest specialist supplier to Australia’s egg farms, we continue to invest in
the world’s most technically advanced breeding facilities – and offer on the ground
husbandry and technical advice so you can continuously improve productivity, feed
conversion and egg quality.
At SBA, quality is just part of our DNA.

WWW.SPECIALISEDBREEDERS.COM.AU
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North Bourke abattoir upgrades to Gorman-Rupp
DARLING Irrigation
supplies solutions for
irrigation, domestic
water systems, mining
hydraulics, stock watering and more.
With a staff of around
50 and four locations in
western NSW (and one
in Launceston), Darling
Irrigation assists a wide
range of customers with

quality water systems.
The company recently
undertook a contract for
the design and construction of water and wastewater infrastructure for
a new North Bourke abattoir.
Wanting to deliver a
quality project with
pumps that were reliable, easy to maintain

and safe for operators,
Darling Irrigation approached Hydro Innovations for solutions using Gorman-Rupp selfpriming pumps.
There were five applications for a total of nine
pumps from kill floor
hose-down to pond storage transfer and effluent
pumping.
As some of these applications contained
abrasive media in the
pumped water, Hydro
Innovations offered
pumps with GormanRupp ‘hard iron’ internals to reduce wear
rates and considerably
lengthen the intervals
between servicing.
Darling Irrigation
chose the Gorman
Rupp pumps for their
strong international
reputation, reliability

and longevity in tough
pumping conditions.
And because they are
self-priming pumps,
they could be mounted
at ground level so operators have easy and safe
access to the pumps for
monitoring and maintenance, without the need
for cranes.
Phil
Chegwidden,
project manager on
the job for Darling Irrigation, has been impressed by how easy the
pumps were to install,
how quickly the pumps
prime and how smoothly they operate.
He said he can understand why many abattoirs have standardised
on Gorman-Rupp pumps
for their wastewater systems.
w w w. h y d r o i n n o v a
tions.com.au

Government and law enforcement action
needed against animal activists
THE Queensland Farmers’ Federation has renewed calls for governments and law enforcement to increase and
effectively implement
punishments for animal
activists trespassing on
farmers’ properties.
For the second successive weekend, Queensland’s intensive animal
farmers had to prepare
for a co-ordinated animal
activist rampage, knowing they cannot rely on
meaningful support from
governments or the police.
QFF president Stuart
Armitage said Queensland
farmers adhered to worldleading animal welfare
standards and condemned
animal activists for their
radical and unjustified actions which invade farmers’ privacy, threaten the
welfare of their animals,

pose unacceptable risks to
their businesses and have
implications for food security.
“For many farmers, their
property is their business,
their workplace and their
family home,” Mr Armitage said.
“As the frequency of
these incidents increase,
farmers are unable to operate their businesses and
go about their lives for
fear of being the next animal activist target.”
Mr Armitage said QFF
and member industries
had been constructively
working with the Queensland Government for a

long time to better address
these issues, but progress
on an effective response
package had been too
slow.
And the lack of action
and protection by Queensland Police was also very
disappointing.
“Governments at all levels and law enforcement
must take a harder stand
against the actions of animal activists and ensure
the legal protections and
punishments are reflective of the danger they
pose,” Mr Armitage said.
“If this level of unacceptable law-breaking behaviour was occurring in
Brisbane there is no doubt
we would be seeing more
urgency and response.
“Meaningful and effective action is needed to
ensure farmers receive
the fundamental protections of a civil society and
they can continue feeding, clothing and growing
amenity for the world.”

New future foods focus
propels agriculture’s
$100 billion vision
AGRICULTURE’S goal
to reach $100 billion in
farmgate output by 2030
was turbocharged recently, with the Government
giving the green light to a
Future Foods Cooperative
Research Centre.

Kemin’s Feedmill Salmonella Control Programme
Safely protect your feedstuffs and animal populations from Salmonella contamination with Sal CURB™ and FormaXOL™.
Kemin delivers technical expertise and support, laboratory testing services, application engineering solutions, and safety training to
meet your needs. Trust Kemin and Sal CURB and FormaXOL to become a key part of your comprehensive pathogen control program.

www.kemin.com/ap_sal_curb

TM

© Kemin Industries, Inc and its group of companies 2018. All rights reserved. ® Trademarks of Kemin Industries, Inc., U.S.A.
Certain statements may not be applicable in all geographical regions. Product labeling and associated claims may differ based upon government requirements.

“Don’t be fooled by cheap
imitations. Insist on Genuine,
Rugged, Dependable
Gorman-Rupp brand.”
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National Farmers’ Federation president Fiona
Simson, Chair of the consortium that developed the
case for the CRC, said the
benefits would be wideranging.
“The CRC will respond
to the growing trend for
a move away from commodity food production
to niche, nutrient-focused
products,” she said.
“Through the development of new technologies,
products and services, the
objective is to position
Australia as the leader in
the provision of fresh, nutritious, safe and sustainable food products.”
It is estimated the value
of verified, premium fine
foods and healthy convenience meals alone is set to
increase from $2.7 trillion
today to $3.6 trillion in
2025.
‘Free from’ foods such
as organic produce and
foods for allergy sufferers
is estimated to be worth
$3.4 trillion.
The Federal Minister
for Industry, Science and
Technology Karen Andrews announced $35
million over 10 years for
the CRC, with an extra
$149.6 million in kind to
be provided by partners.
The CRC will assist
in the graduation of 60
PhD candidates over its
10-year lifespan.
The bid for the CRC
was led by NSW Farmers,
complementing the peak
body’s successful advocacy for a Fresh Food Precinct at the new Western
Sydney Airport.
“Western Sydney will be
home to one of the CRC’s
six regional food hubs to
be established across Aus-

tralia including in Darwin, the Peel Region of
Western Australia, Coffs
Harbour and Armidale in
NSW and Mildura in Victoria,” Ms Simson said.
“The Regional Food
Hubs directly complement
the NFF’s 2030 Roadmap
objective to create regional centres of production
excellence.
“The Hubs will provide
new specialised career
pathways in the six determined locations and the
resulting social and economic benefits that new
industries and employment opportunities bring.
“The CRC will also
assist to further NFF’s
2030 Roadmap goal of
enhancing customers’ understanding of the provenance and positive health
and sustainability attributes of Australian food
products.
“We have been pleased
to support NSW Farmers in bringing this national project to fruition,
in a demonstration of the
great things that can be
achieved when Australian
agriculture works together
for a common goal.”
Ms Simson also congratulated the CRC’s 56
committed partners for
bringing the concept to a
reality.
“The Centre has the support of organisations from
across the spectrum including agricultural representative bodies, local
government, large corporations such as Telstra,
federal government agencies including the Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade and the governments of key trading
partners China and Singapore,” she said.
“Together, we will
achieve great outcomes
for Australian farmers,
our regions, the research
and development community and Australia’s prosperity as a whole.”
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Farmers excluded from
direct carbon burden
THE Australian Labor
Party’s climate change
policy detail released recently provides a comprehensive framework
and pathway forward.

National Farmers’ Federation CEO Tony Mahar
particularly welcomed
Labor’s commitment to
exclude agriculture from
the so-called ‘Safeguard
Mechanism’ changes.
“An assurance that agriculture won’t directly bear
any additional burden in
reaching Labor’s proposed
45 percent emissions reduction target by 2030 is
positive, as is a guarantee that a carbon tax or a
carbon pricing mechanism
will not be introduced,”
Mr Mahar said.
“We do however have
reservations about the impact a 45 percent target
could have on agriculture
as a participant in the value chain.
“For example, increased
fuel transport or electricity costs are likely to have
a consequential impact on
the agricultural sector.”
Mr Mahar said the NFF
supported the renewed
focus on carbon farming
initiative methodologies to
the value of $40 million.
“This will provide the
opportunity to refine and
expand options for landbased abatement,” he said.
While the lack of further funding support for
an emissions reduction
fund was disappointing,
the NFF noted the increased requirement under
the Safeguard Mechanism
should create more private
sector demand.
“Our vision for agriculture to achieve $100 billion
in farmgate output by 2030
requires getting the land use
balance right – a combination of diversifying income
streams and growing agriculture through technology and intensification,” Mr
Mahar said.
“The NFF cautiously
welcomes the availability
of international credits, we
are aware that there is not
yet an international framework to assess credible
credits.
“We will need to determine and/or maintain
credible assessment.

“The NFF view is international credits are not
sufficiently credible and
some market distortion is
likely possible given how
robust Australian Carbon
Credit Units are considered to be.”
Mr Mahar said the NFF’s
main reservation on a first
reading of the policy was
the focus on land clearing.
“This is especially worrying given the news that
excess Kyoto credits will
not be counted towards
the Paris commitment,” he
said.
“The majority of the
Kyoto credits were gained
from prevention of land
clearing through a legal
framework which offered
no compensation for a removed property right.”
The NFF welcomed Labor Agriculture spokesperson Joel Fitzgibbon’s
commitment to rewarding
farmers for the environmental benefits they deliver every day on behalf
of all Australians.
“The NFF has long campaigned to have biodiversity assets and efforts financially recognised and
we were delighted to have
Mr Fitzgibbon confirm
his support for a significant agriculture biodiversity stewardship fund,” Mr
Mahar said.
“This seems to be a key
component of the ALP’s
proposed changes to environmental law structure.
“We reiterate the need
to include the farm sector
in the discussion to ensure
agriculture is never again
used as a scapegoat to
achieve climate outcomes
without reward.”
Mr Mahar also positively
noted Labor’s commitment to measures to support a more sustainable
forestry industry and an
investment of $2 million
in the red meat sector’s
carbon-neutral-by-2030
target.
“We’ll have more to say
on the policy proposal,
pending further analysis,”
Mr Mahar said.
“The NFF has, and will
continue to, ensure agriculture has a strong voice
in our nation’s prolonged
climate and energy policy
‘debate’.”

Izzy snags a ‘pear’ of deadly bags
EVERY dog has their
day and biosecurity detector dog Izzy recently
had hers – detecting
over 10kg of undeclared
and illegally imported
fruit and meat products
in a passenger’s bags.
Head of Biosecurity Lyn
O’Connell said the passenger had put Australia at
risk, as meat products can
carry a range of diseases,
including foot and mouth
disease.
“Izzy was doing some
routine sniffing when she
responded to a passenger’s bag and our biosecurity officers soon
found out what had
caught her nose,” Ms
O’Connell said.
“They found almost
8kg of nashi pears, 2kg of
oranges, 325g of chicken
meat and more than 2kg
of pork products that
included pig meat, sausages and trotters.

“These types of meat
products can transmit
diseases that would be
devastating for Australia,
including African swine
fever and FMD.
“A further search revealed the passenger
was also carrying 650g
of nashi pears in another
bag.
“There is no excuse if
you bring these or other
biosecurity risk items to
Australia.
“Either leave them at
home or don’t be sorry
and just declare them.”
If it arrived in Australia,
FMD could cost our economy billions and take a
decade to eradicate.
Fragments of FMD and
ASF were recently detected in pork products
intercepted at Australia’s
airports and mail centres,
so the risk is real.
The fresh fruit in the
passenger’s bag could

have been harbouring
diseases and pests such
as citrus canker and fruit
fly.
Both could have a devastating impact on Australia’s horticulture industries.
The goods were destroyed and the passenger
was issued an infringement notice.
“Our dogs do a great job
sniffing out potential risk
items, but every passenger
that travels to Australia
has an obligation to follow our conditions,” Ms
O’Connell said.
“It can save you time
and money, as well as ensure you are doing your
part to keep our country
free of deadly pests and
diseases.”
For more information
on items that should not
be brought to Australia,
visit agriculture.gov.au/
travelling

Izzy the Biosecurity detector dog.

Working to strengthen
agricultural innovation
THE Government has
begun work to implement the Ernst & Young
report and help agriculture become a $100 billion sector by 2030.

Minister for Agriculture
David Littleproud said a
roundtable was held recently to engage with government and industry on
the report findings and
discuss next steps.
“EY examined whether
our existing agricultural
innovation system was fit
for the future and would
continue boosting productivity,” Minister Littleproud said.
“The report has been released in full and outlines
our strengths and shortcomings, and a vision for
the future so we can hit
that $100 billion target.
“I commissioned the report and now is the time
for action and that’s why
we held this roundtable, to
get key R&D and innovation leaders to the table
and get things moving.
“Participants at the

roundtable will take action on the key recommendations from the report.”
This will include concentrating on ground
work in the regions to
have more farmers adopt
agtech and foodtech innovations.
“This could help more
farmers use all available
agricultural data when
they make decisions,”
Minister Littleproud said.
“There is agreement
we need to improve our
innovation system and
increase returns on our
R&D investment.
“If we keep doing the
same thing while our
competitors improve then
we’re going backwards.
“If we want Australia’s
agricultural sector to continue to grow, we need to
keep innovating and encourage farmers to adopt
all available technology
and innovation.”
The full report is available at agriculture.gov.au/
cultivateaginnovation
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NFF slams weak trespass laws,
calls for Federal intervention
THE NFF says a court
ruling in Western Australia recently should
be a wakeup call for
our politicians, as yet
another farm intruder
made a joke of Australia’s soft trespass
laws.

Repeat
trespasser
James Warden came
before the Magistrates’
Court in Mandurah,
WA, following a twohour break-in to a WA
piggery, which he livestreamed on Facebook.
Despite the conclusive
evidence and brazen
nature of the offence,
the Court allowed Mr
Warden to walk free
with just one-third of
the maximum fine.
National Farmers’
Federation president
Fiona Simson said the
penalty sends a disturbing message to wouldbe intruders.
“Farmers are rightly
alarmed that their
farms can be invaded
in the dead of night,
streamed live on the internet, only for offenders to walk away with
a slap on the wrist,”
she said.
“We’re talking about
private property, often a
stone’s throw from family homes where farmers and their families
are sleeping.
“This is not just a
matter of basic privacy.
“These intruders are

placing the biosecurity
of our farms and the
welfare of our livestock
at risk.”
The recent decision
follows a string of even
weaker decisions around
the country, including:
• A $1 fine for activists who stole a goat
in Gippsland, Victoria;
and
• A $200 fine for a
piggery break-in on
the Sunshine Coast,
Queensland (a secondtime offender).
“The law is clearly not
keeping up with what’s
happening here,” Ms
Simson said.
“These people are not
well-intentioned pranksters.
“They form part of
a co-ordinated assault
on family homes and
businesses, being led
by militant and well-resourced activist groups.
“They’re garden-variety crooks, and need to
be treated as such.”
Many offenders never
count the cost of their
crimes, with activist
groups meeting the cost
of legal expenses and
fines.
Time for Federal
leadership
The NFF is calling on
all parties to commit to
action as we head into
the Federal Election.
“This is clearly a national issue, and warrants a decisive national

response,” Ms Simson
said.
“The Federal Government needs to show
leadership and get state
and territory leaders
in the room to design
stronger laws.
“We’re seeking a
commitment from all
parties coming into the
Federal Election that
they will act decisively
and protect our farms
from these trespassers.”
The NFF is calling
on people who share its
concerns to sign an online petition at farmers.
org.au
Industry welcomes
transparency, but
safety must come first
Ms Simson emphasised that the industry
welcomes transparency,
and has nothing to hide.
“We’re as concerned
as anyone about the
disconnect between our
farms and our end customers,” she said.
“We’re proud of how
we farm and love to
show it off to those who
are interested.
“I’d encourage you to
visit a real farm – it’s
a fantastic experience
– but do it safely and
legally.”
Services like YouCamp or FarmStay
Australia offer great,
authentic experiences
for those wanting to
understand and experience farming.

New Class A electric blaster
AUSSIE Pumps has set
a new benchmark for
quality and safety with
the release of its new
stainless steel industrial
pressure washers.

The Aussie 4000psi Super Scud Monsoon 400A is a powerful electricdrive blaster that is a
breakthrough in safety for
the livestock and poultry
industries.
The Australian Safety
Standards for the use of
water jetting equipment
(AS/NZ4233.01) classifies
pressure washers by their
pump performance.
Multiplying the machine’s pressure in bar
by the flow gives an indication of the power of
the unit in bar litres per
minute.
If it’s over 5600 then it’s
a Class B machine and
requires operators to be
RTO trained and certified.
Aussie’s new Monsoon
400-A falls just below
that critical limit and
therefore qualifies as a
Class A machine.
Under the standards
there are fewer restrictions on both the operator and employer with
regards to certification of
the worker.
Aussie Pumps product manager Mal Patel
“These new blasters offer the maximum pressure
and flow allowed for a
Class A machine, maximising cleaning efficiency
while keeping the operator safe.”
The new three-phase
industrial blaster features
the new ‘sharp-free’ ergonomic stainless steel

frame fitted with four
big ‘off-road’ style steel
wheels with flat-free
tyres.
The company has moved
to stainless steel to eliminate corrosion.
At the same time, its
appearance and aesthetics
are ground breaking.
“The new Super Scud
looks as good as it works,
and works as good as it
looks,” Patel said.
“We’ve developed the
product with features that
ensure these Aussie-built
machines are world class.
“This high-flow, highpressure electric machine
is ideal for wash and flush
applications found in piggeries and aviaries.”
With an 11kW, threephase, four-pole electricdrive motor, this heavyduty pressure cleaner delivers 20l/pm flow.

This makes it ideal for
a range of industrial applications requiring fast,
continuous cleaning including flushing out stalls
and sheds, and machinery
wash-down.
The Super Scud Monsoon 400-A uses the TTL
series ‘Big Berty’ Bertolini triplex pump with
solid ceramic pistons.
This pump incorporates
a big ribbed crankcase
that ensures it stays cool
even in continuous-running applications.
The valve caps are fitted with a new Bertolini
sealing system designed
for higher pressure and
longer working hours.
The power is provided
by a heavy-duty, IP55-rated, four-pole TEFC electric motor.
Like all Aussie blasters,
the Super Scud Monsoon

300 features an Aussie
Safety Protection kit.
The kit includes a thermal dump valve to protect
the machine from excessive bypass.
An industrial on/
off thermal protection
switch prevents overload
of the motor and pressure spikes.
High-quality accessories complete the package.
A heavy-duty gun/lance
combination provides the
operator with complete
control of the machine
with a trigger lock that
improves safety and prevents accidental activation.
Further information including a free guide is
available from Aussie
Pumps at aussiepumps.
com.au and Aussie Pumps
distributors throughout
Australia.

Aussie’s new 4000psi 20l/pm Monsoon 400-A packs a real cleaning punch but as
a Class A pressure washer operators do not require RTO certification.
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Elanco becomes a dedicated
animal health company
ELANCO
Animal
Health Incorporated recently announced it is
now a fully independent
company, becoming the
second-largest exclusively dedicated animal
health company in the
world.
Last September, Elanco
listed on the New York
Stock Exchange and on
March 11 Eli Lilly and
Company, Elanco’s former parent company,
completed the divestiture
of its ownership.
This completes the
journey Elanco began
in 2017, when Lilly first
announced
potential
strategic alternatives for
the 64-year-old animal
health company.
Elanco’s independence
is a result of its diversification of the business and
expansion of its global
footprint – from largely a
US and livestock-focused
business to an even split
between US and international sales.
Furthermore, the company built a strong pet
business that now accounts for a third of the
company globally.
Elanco president and
CEO Jeff Simmons said,
“This is a historic day for
everyone at Elanco.”
“It reflects our team’s
hard work over the past
two years, the confidence
that we have the right
strategy and are successfully progressing the execution against it.
“With this milestone
behind us, we look forward to a singular focus delivering innovative
solutions and services for
our customers – the farmers, veterinarians and pet
owners that are central to
our success.
“We welcome our new
Elanco shareholders who
join us and offer our appreciation to our customers, and Lilly for the decades of support.”
Elanco is a leader in an
attractive, growing global
animal health market,

which takes advantage of
strong industry growth
drivers: a global demand
for protein – meat, milk,
fish and eggs – increasing by about 75 percent
by 2051.
Furthermore, people
have pets and are taking better care of them,
which means pets are also living longer and may
experience diseases of
aging, similar to people.
Animal wellbeing is also becoming increasingly
important to consumers.
Whether a cat, cow or
chicken, people want animals to live quality lives
and be well cared for.
Sixty percent of consumers say they are increasingly
concerned
about animal welfare and
how livestock are cared
for.
As a fully dedicated
animal health company,
Elanco will continue
to identify targeted innovations to deliver on
its promise of product
and service innovation
to benefit farmers, pet
owners, veterinarians
and the animals in their
care.
Elanco Australasia acting country director Dr
Gunter Schuele said,
“This milestone marks a
new chapter in Elanco’s
history as we start our
journey as an independent animal health company.”
“Australia already has
high rates of pet ownership, with the population
of cats and dogs continuing to increase.
“Australia’s livestock
industries are also well
positioned to help meet
the growing global protein demand.”
Elanco has established a
portfolio of trusted global
brands and built strong

customer relationships
over the years, offering
additional solutions and
services beyond the products to support producers
operationally and analytically.
Elanco maintains a livestock research facility in
Australia to ensure future innovations meet the
needs of local customers
and conditions.
“We are well positioned
to capitalise on the strong
industry growth drivers and look forward to
building a bright future
together with our customers and employees in
Australia”, Dr Schuele
said.
With 5800 employees and brand presence
in 90 countries, Elanco
emphasises its ‘Food and
Companionship Enriching Life’ vision across
the world.
Elanco is proud of the
diversity of cultures, experiences and approaches within the company,
which are fundamental
to accomplish the goals
and objectives of the
global marketplace, and
especially to achieve the
expectations of the communities where its employees live and work.
About Elanco
Elanco is a global animal health company that
develops products and
knowledge services to
prevent and treat disease
in food animals and pets
in more than 90 countries.
With a 64-year heritage,
we rigorously innovate
to improve the health of
animals and benefit our
customers, while fostering an inclusive, causedriven culture for more
than 5800 employees.
At Elanco, we’re driven
by our vision of food and
companionship enriching
life – all to advance the
health of animals, people
and the planet.
Learn more at elanco.
com.au

Smart Farming grants now open
ROUND two of the
Smart Farming Partnerships is now open,
providing significant
funding opportunities
for Australia’s fisheries, aquaculture, horticulture and forestry
industries.
Assistant Minister
for Agriculture and
Water Resources Senator Richard Colbeck
said grants between
$250,000 and $4 million are available for
sustainable agriculture
tools or practices.
“The future of Australian fisheries, aquaculture, horticulture
and forestry relies on
sustainable and smart
farming practices,” Senator Colbeck said.
“Through
Smart
Farming Partnerships,
we are giving those
within these industries
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the opportunity to make
their innovative ideas a
reality.
“The Federal Government has a major role
in agricultural research
and development, and
grants can be used to
fund research, trials or
projects that promote
sustainable farming.
“Through round one
of the program, the
Tasmanian
Seafood
Industry Council received about $1.5 million for a project that
will improve marine
biodiversity outcomes
in Tasmanian multi-use
waterways by building
on established partnerships between industry,
government, natural resource management and
Landcare groups and
the community.
“This will support
sustainable
seafood

production and effective conservation and
restoration of marine
biodiversity in the state.
“There are also opportunities for those involved in farm forestry
and agroforestry that
are trialling or developing innovative technologies and methods.
“I encourage anyone
within the fisheries, aquaculture, horticulture
and forestry industry
with a smart, sustainable farming idea to apply.”
The second and final
round of Smart Farming Partnerships is now
open.
It opened on March
19, 2019 and will close
on May 17, 2019.
The guidelines and
application form can be
accessed at communi
tygrants.gov.au
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State Governments should
give farmers rate relief
MINISTER for Agriculture David Littleproud has written to
all State Premiers and
Territory Chief Ministers asking them
to relieve farmers
and drought-affected
small businesses of
council rates.
Minister Littleproud
has also asked that
drought-affected farmers paying leasehold
to state governments
be forgiven those payments.
“One of the things
farmers
constantly
raise with me is whether the state government can relieve them
of their rates,” Minister Littleproud said.
“This would provide
immediate, practical

relief to communities
hurting from drought.
“Rates are often a
huge expense for farmers, and with no income coming in, paying them can be very
hard.
“State Governments
should pay the rates on
behalf of farmers and
small businesses to local councils, who are
also struggling with
drought.
“The Federal Government is investing
$7 billion into drought
all up and it’s time the
states helped farmers
with rates.
“Farmers produce
the food we eat and
we need to help them
through tough times.”
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Australian Eggs weighs in on US study linking
eggs with increased heart disease risk
IN response to a new
study published in the
Journal of the American
Medical Association recently and the associated
media coverage that has
appeared both globally
and locally, Australian
Eggs urges caution in
how the study findings
should be interpreted by
Australian consumers.
“While the research published in JAMA showed a
link between egg consumption and a small absolute
increase in the likelihood
of cardiovascular disease
event risk (1.1 percent)
in adults in the US, it is
important to note that the
study was observational
only,” Sydney-based general practitioner Dr Ginni
Mansberg said.
“This means the researchers are looking
for certain patterns in
the study population but

can’t demonstrate specific
cause and effect.
“As such, no clear conclusions can be drawn
from looking at this single piece of research in
isolation.”
Findings from other research in this area, which
include populations outside the US, do not indicate a clear link between
egg intake and cardiovascular disease risk.
Furthermore, some observational studies have
actually suggested the opposite, with a recent study
of half a million Chinese
adults finding egg intake
was associated with a lower risk of CVD.
The authors of the new
US study (Zhong et al,
2019) themselves point
out that applying the results of their work to nonUS populations requires
caution due to the differ-

ent food environment and
disease patterns unique to
the American population.
Importantly, Australia’s peak health bodies,
including the National
Health and Medical Research Council and the
Heart Foundation of Australia, have confirmed
eating eggs daily is not associated with an increased
risk of heart disease.
“Though this latest
study provides some interesting insights and results,
it is important that we, as
healthcare professionals,
are able to set the record
straight,” Dr Mansberg
said.
“Eggs are a nutrientdense whole food and
should be consumed as
part of a healthy, balanced
diet consistent with the
recommendations outlined in the Australian
Dietary Guidelines.”
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Owners of more than
100 poultry raised
for meat or egg
production must be
registered with
Biosecurity
Queensland
Check if you’re registered
qld.gov.au/BiosecurityRegistration
Call 13 25 23
Your registration helps us keep you informed and
quickly locate animals in a pest or disease emergency.
A registration and renewal fee applies every three years
for commercial primary producers.
Authorised by the Queensland Government, William Street, Brisbane
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