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Speed dating at APSS 2019
THE Poultry Hub team is
busy organising its first
poultry job ready training.

Manisha Kolakshyapati won the award for best poster presentation.

Australian Poultry Science Symposium
poster session a resounding success
THE 2019 Australian Poultry Science Symposium celebrated another successful
running of the annual event’s
popular poster session as students gathered in Sydney to
showcase the latest in poultry
research.
The poster sessions have long
been a highlight of APSS, allowing students the opportunity to showcase their poultry
science research.
With over 40 posters submitted from students around the
world, the poster session highlighted the strides students and
young scientists are making
within the field.
This year students submitted
posters covering a variety of
topics ranging from gut health
and nutrition to alternative
feeds and welfare.
The success of this year’s
sessions comes as no surprise
as industry professionals and
universities continue to support and encourage students to
pursue careers in poultry science by acknowledging the ad-

vances they continue to make.
As the symposium came
to a close, Poultry Research
Foundation director Dr Peter
Groves announced PHD student Manisha Kolakshyapati as
this year’s winner of the 2019
best poster presentation.
Manisha is in her second year
of PhD studies in free range
poultry at the University of
New England and presented her
poster on ‘Egg corticosterone
concentrations after acute stress
exposure in free range hens with
different range usage’.
Manisha’s findings indicated
the increase of corticosterone
concentration of stayers may
mean less resilience to stress
compared to rangers and the
negative control group.
Notable mentions from the
poster session included University of New England student
Jennifer Power-Geary for her
presentation on ‘Understanding
the perceptions and knowledge
of laying hen welfare: industry
and community stakeholder focus group’.

Jennifer’s research aimed to
understand industry stakeholder and community perceptions
and knowledge on hen welfare
and housing, and successfully
analysed the misconceptions
surrounding the issue.
PhD student Kosar Gharib
Naseri stood out by presenting
her poster on ‘Bacillus amyloliquefaciens CECT 5940
improves performance and gut
integrity in broilers fed low
protein diets under necrotic
enteritis challenge’, as well as
giving a talk on ‘Transcriptomic modification caused by
subclinical necrotic enteritis in
broiler chickens’.
Kosar is in her third year of
PhD studies and has continued
to advance industry research
and the future of improving
gut health.
All in attendance agreed
this year’s APSS poster efforts were outstanding across
the board, with a broad range
of topics suitably covered and
dissected.
Gabi McCaig

This training is aimed at
young people aged 15-24
and seeks to engage them
in all things poultry while
providing them with useful
skills they can actually use.
To make sure the training is engaging, we have designed six modules that are
high tech and hands on.
Some of the modules include a virtual reality chicken, chicken egg grading
game, chicken clicker training and Lego.
Our first training session
will be held in March in
Tamworth following an engagement day on March 14
that features a chicken barbecue.
Last month we attended the
Australian Poultry Science
Symposium in Sydney.
This event has been running for 30 years and provides a fantastic opportunity
to learn and engage with
many brilliant poultry scientists from both Australia
and abroad.
It was a great chance to
catch up with colleagues and
discuss cutting-edge science.
We also ran a number of
extra workshops in conjunction with the conference,
including a science com-

by TAMSYN CROWLEY
Director

munication workshop and a
mentor speed dating event.
I know what you are thinking… really, speed dating?
During APSS 2018, the
need to facilitate communication between scientists of
all ages was raised, particularly aiding young scientists
to find mentors within the
industry.
So this year ‘The Chook
Chat Shack’ (aka Poultry
Hub Australia, AgriFutures
Chicken Meat and Australian Eggs) supported a speed
dating mentor session at
APSS 2019.
The aim of the session was
to connect early career researchers (within five years
of completing PhD or exceptional circumstances) working in an Australian university or research institute
with active members of the

Australian poultry industry.
By improving the dialogue
between researchers and industry, there will be a greater
opportunity for industry-relevant research, thus increasing the chance of success for
researchers and the impact
on industry.
Dr Natalie Morgan and Dr
Peta Taylor did a fantastic
job of mediating and organising the event.
They kept everyone in
check and ensured they
moved on every four minutes.
They also provided Tic
Tacs to ensure everyone had
fresh breath, a bowl of questions in case of awkward
silences and a heap of good
cheer and entertainment.
The event was well received by participants, with
☛ continued P2

Some lively conversation was had at the mentor speed dating event held at APSS 2019.

SEE PAGE 15 FOR MORE APSS POSTER PHOTOS. ☛
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Could 10c be a catalyst for change?
Poultry Industry
Calendar of Events
2019
APR 17 - 18 – Poultry Symposium for
Production & Processing, Arkansas,
US www.thepoultryfederation.com/
events/4-production-symposium
MAY 19 - 21 – One 19 Alltech Ideas
Conference, Lexington, Kentucky US
www.one.alltech.com
JUN 10 - 13 – European Symposium on
Poultry Nutrition, AmberExpo in Gdansk,
Poland www.espn2019.com
JUN 12-13 – Australian Biosecurity
Symposium, Gold Coast, QLD www.
biosym.com.au
JUN 13 – Entries close – Royal
Melbourne Poultry Show, The Grand
Pavilion, Melbourne, VIC www.rasv.
com.au/royal-melbourne-poultryshow
SEP 16-20 –World Veterinary Poultry
Association Congress, Bangkok,
Thailand www.wvpac2019.com
SEP 20 – Judging – Royal Melbourne
Poultry Show, The Grand Pavilion,
Melbourne, VIC www.rasv.com.au/
royal-melbourne-poultry-show
OCT 23 - 25 – European Symposium
on Poultry Genetics, Prague, Czech
Republic www.espg2019.org/
NOV 5 - 7 – Poultry Tech Summit,
Atlanta, US www.wattglobalmedia.
com/poultrytechsummit/

LAST month, Woolworths announced it
would no longer sell $1
a litre fresh milk and
increase the price on all
varieties of its branded
fresh milk by 10c per
litre.
Removing this retail
price cap is not only a positive first step for Queensland dairy farmers, who
have endured years of
unsustainable milk prices,
but it will hopefully also
be the catalyst to change
supermarkets’ and consumers’ perception of
locally grown food and
fibre and the value they
place on it.
Woolworths, Coles and
Aldi control over 80 percent of Australia’s grocery
market and play a key role
in determining consumer
behaviour through their
constant price wars.
While price competition
is a fundamental tenant of
capitalism and a strategy
employed by all retailers at some point, price
ceilings on agricultural
products create broader
problems, as they set an
unrealistic price bias in
consumers’ minds.
If something is always
cheap, consumers naturally think it must be easy to
produce and the supplier
is receiving a fair return
(otherwise why would
they continue providing
it?).
There is no doubt that
eight years of $1 milk
has devalued fresh milk
in consumers’ minds, and
other dairy products such
as ‘cheap cheese’ have exacerbated the problem.
When you think that
about 10 litres of fresh
milk is required to make
1kg of cheese, a block
of cheese selling for $6
equates to 60 cents a litre.
Contrast this with the
massive mark-up prices
Chinese consumers are
prepared to pay for baby

by TRAVIS TOBIN
CEO

formula from Australia.
Unfortunately, the poultry industry is not immune to the ‘down-down’
and ‘cheap-cheap’ influence on shopping habits.
Chicken meat is another
staple our retail giants
treat as a ‘sacrificial product’.
With per capita consumption of chicken almost double the next
preferred meat (pork) for
Australians, the major

supermarkets continue
to vie to offer the lowest
price to ensure customers
come back to their store
to source their favourite
protein source.
As a result, the price
of roast chickens dropped
from $11 to $8 in 2016
and almost three years later, they remain well below
fair market price.
Cost of living pressures
are rising for everyone
but consider that Austral-

ian consumers on average
spend just 9.8 percent of
their household income on
food each year – one of
only eight countries in the
world to spend less than
10 percent.
Following unprecedented conditions throughout
summer, feed costs for
Queensland’s poultry producers have doubled.
With feed costs accounting for about 70 percent of
the cost of growing a meat
chicken and 55 percent of
the cost of producing eggs,
this is having a massive
impact on the profitability
and long-term viability of
many chicken meat and
egg farming businesses.
If there has been a silver
lining from the current
drought, it is the increased
awareness by consumers
of the vagaries of farming
and how important it is to
our society.

While consumers have
responded with more conscious decisions to buy
local produce and if necessary, pay a little more
for it, supermarkets have
been reluctant to reflect
the increased cost of producing quality food at the
checkout.
And while supermarkets
refuse to increase prices,
they are very quick and
happy to drop them.
Symbolically, the end of
$1 a litre milk is a small
step in the right direction for farmers, but a just
and important one for the
entire agricultural sector.
Time will tell if this is a
genuine recognition of the
damage that undervaluing
high-quality agricultural
products and putting longstanding, non-cost reflective price ceilings on food
has on the future of farming families.

Speed dating at APSS 2019
☛ from P1

one mentee saying: “It
was a great meeting. It
gave me the chance to
talk to industry people
I had met but never had
the chance to talk to. It
was a wonderful experience and I learnt a lot
too. Thanks a lot!”
The mentors enjoyed
the event too and said
it was a good idea and
great to be able to share
their experience/career
path.
While everyone enjoyed the event, many
commented on how it
would be beneficial to
include a wider range
of skills from the mentor side.
Something to include
next time!
During APSS 2019,

PHA had the pleasure
of awarding the second
Mingan Choct Award
to Ms Danielle Phibbs
from Sydney University.
Her presentation entitled ‘Assessment of
perch use to improve
leg strength in Austral-

ian fast-growing meat
chickens’ was clearly
presented and caught the
eye of the judges.
Well done, Danielle!
We look forward to
what this year will bring
and the many exciting
programs we have start-

ing, including ‘meet the
farmer’, which launches
at the end of this month.
If you would like to
get involved or have
any ideas to share with
us, please contact us at
poultr yhub@une.edu.
au

Key industry figures were happy to share their knowledge and wisdom with
mentees at the mentor speed dating event.

How to supply event details: Send all
details to National Poultry Newspaper,
PO Box 387, Cleveland, Qld 4163,
call 07 3286 1833 fax: 07 3821 2637,
email: design@poultrynews.com.au
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Egg Farmers of Australia restructured to be fighting fit
AFTER listening to the
concerns of those in the
egg farming industry,
Egg Farmers of Australia has been undergoing
significant restructure
in an effort to develop
tighter focus and deliver the support farmers
want.
In late-December 2018,
the EFA Board enlisted
the services of a private
consultancy firm to draft
a strategic plan for EFA
moving forward.
The following information is in order to keep
members up to date with
current activity by the
EFA directors.
The following outlines
the EFA Board’s initial
review of a draft external strategic development
revision commissioned to
address the departure of
former EFA CEO John
Dunn.
It also provides future
direction options for the

by JOHN COWARD
Secretary

proposed restructure.
1. The Board sees the
initial draft as a constructive document providing
feedback from our members and also professional
views to assist EFA in
rebuilding the representative organisation.
2. We want to use the
report to demonstrate that
we are listening to our
members and rebuilding
to deliver value to the
membership base.
3. Following an interview process with over 20

members, EFA directors
will review the summary
of interviews in the draft
report. The comments
gained from the interview
process will be recognised by the Board and
will help in a refocused
board and organisation.
The following key points
from the interviews and
analysis need exploring
to ensure EFA remains
transparent and interactive with members at all
times:
1. Leadership structure.

2. Policy.
3. Membership and financing.
4. Communication and
liaison.
5. Future direction.
The key areas of review
in the report by the Board
are primarily focused on
a number of options but
have initially determined:
1. EFA directors are
focused on a ‘minimalist model’ or ‘sustainable
low-cost model with a focus on the Standards &
Guidelines process’ and
addressing other arising
issues on priority and
funding capability.
2. The Board sees the
functionality of the organisation and advocacy as
its primary focus and not
about the crossing over
into activities that are currently and capably undertaken by Australian Eggs,
such as ICC and extension
activities.
3. The Board sees the
next 12 months will be
focused on the S&G and
driving the success of our
Option C presented to
AHA, together with the
array of other farming
practices which will be
considered in the process
apart from the ‘cage’ debate.
4. We would like to align
activities in a minimalist
model to just the S&G
process, which involves
ongoing political engagement across all states as
well as with the federal
minister responsible for
the COAG process and
addressing issues, should
they arise.
In the draft model, the
following items need
further discussion before

including in our final
agreed option.
1. The report should provide clear support for the
preferred option ‘sustainable low-cost model’ as
the strategic plan to be
adopted by the organisation and lead to a list of
targeted activities for the
appointed key leadership
role.
2. The Board agrees a
person should be allotted
hours to the appointed key
leadership role at least for
the first 12 months.
3. The final report will
form the basis of developing a more detailed business plan and operational
plan aligned to the organisation’s key policies, directly with the appointed
resource.
4. As such, a summarised version of the
draft report is what we
are looking to provide to
members.
5. We will provide clear
lines of distinctions to
remain between roles of
Australian Eggs and Egg
Farmers of Australia and
that the two organisations
emphasise the advocacy
role only of EFA.
6. We will circulate the
final report to our membership base along with a
call to contribute.
The Board is unanimous
that the model should be
lean, focused and provide
representation only on the
Board’s strategic plans in
dealing with the S&G in
the short term.
Also, that a viable structure is maintained with
the ability to change in
the medium term and ultimately develop a longterm viable presence.
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receive your
FREE digital paper!
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Driven activists no longer
behind the welfare wheel
WITH the current unprecedented tidal wave
of animal activists descending on farms across
Australia, it’s time to be
wary, watchful and calm.

Protect your reputation – and your business
from Escherichia coli and Salmonella with
the Poulvac modified live bacterial vaccines:
Poulvac E coli and Poulvac ST. These vaccines
from Zoetis offer a vaccination program
for your flock that helps fight the threat of
two major bacterial diseases. Your business
depends on safety and quality. It’s your brand.
It’s your reputation. The Poulvac portfolio
from Zoetis helps protect both.

To learn more about the Poulvac range
visit us at Zoetis.com.au or call 1800 814 883

ST and E coli

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138.
© 2018 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. www.zoetis.com.au ZL0868
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Egg and chicken meat
producers, whose sheds,
like those of pig producers, are typically unattended after dark while
the birds and pigs do what
us humans also like to
do at night time, which
is sleep, are vulnerable
to invasions, sometimes
despite sophisticated surveillance systems being in
place.
While activists have previously been motivated to
expose suspect animal welfare, environmental neglect
and lack of appropriate
husbandry, they’ve recently
taken a hard-right turn.
They are now very
clearly and unapologetically driven by uncompromising vegan agendas
where they simply want
egg and chicken production houses shut down for
good and for people to no
longer eat meat or eggs (or
drink cows’ milk for that
matter).
Over many years consulting to many agricultural clients including a
big focus in the meat production sector, I’ve always
advised clients and industry bodies that “you can’t
defend the indefensible”.
I stand by that advice
but now acknowledge the
bar has been raised, with
activists now provoking
meat and egg producers who are doing nothing wrong and should not
have to defend what they
are doing.
It has become a philosophical war, waged by
the provocateurs, who are
well organised, seemingly
well-resourced networks
of increasingly bold and
radicalised animal activists hell bent on campaigning, by fair or foul
means, for a world devoid
of animal protein eaters.
It is clear the issue has
moved beyond welfare
and into a domain where

Cant Comment
by
BRENDON CANT
science, industry R&D,
lobbying and campaigning will struggle to successfully fight the good
fight and suppress the oppressors.
With a groundswell of
community understanding, or perception at
least, of the negative impact meat production and
therefore meat consumption might have on the
environment, climate and
human health, the activists have something of a
free kick up-front.
Activists have, to be
fair, in the past exposed
some seriously shameful,
cruel animal handling and
welfare standards in an
isolated few sheds across
Australia, albeit by invasive, intrusive, illegal and
clandestine means.
Typically, our industry
bodies have usually come
out on such occasions and
strongly condemned any
proven poor practices,
albeit some mud always
sticks to the vast majority
of producers who do the
right thing.
The activists have
switched their guerrilla
warfare tactics to expose
and humiliate legal, cod-

ed, sanctioned industry
practices they now choose
to condemn based on their
distorted view it is nothing more than animals
being constrained, in the
case of caged egg chickens, for the selfish satiation of egg eaters.
One way to counter
this paradigm shift is to
deprive the radical animal activists, especially
when they operate under a
group name, of acknowledgement or recognition.
Naming and shaming
simply gives them the
publicity and notoriety
they seek, but don’t deserve.
In terms of how hardworking farmers should
handle the threats of invasions and other divisive
actions of these renegades, I like the approach
taken by a group of farmers in Western Australia’s
southwest.
Dairy farmer and industry leader Michael
Partridge has a simple
three-word message for
his farming colleagues –
“calm the farm”.
“It’s about minimising
risk, calming your farm
and not getting stirred up
by activists,” he said to
The Countryman.
While not getting stirred

up is a big ask, it’s worth
it.
Take a deep breath if
confronted, and if your
privacy and livelihood
has been threatened, engage the police at the first
available opportunity.
Moore news
Meanwhile, on a positive note, I can announce
Michael Moore has been
appointed executive officer with the Australian
Chicken Growers’ Council, where he’ll attempt
to fill the big shoes of the
late Gary Sansom, who
championed numerous initiatives to keep Australia
at the forefront of industry
best practice.
Michael has been doing
great work with intensive
livestock development for
a number of years in South
Australia with PIRSA.
I’ve long dealt with
him in relation to pigs
and pork, always enjoying
his monthly PIRSA Pork
Page.
I wish Michael well in
his transition to the commercial world, where I’m
sure he’ll do very well.
I understand he’ll retain
his mobile number 0401
122 096, while emails to
him can be sent to aus
tralian.chicken@gmail.
com

The Gary Sansom Scholarship was presented to University
of Adelaide PhD student Joshua Angove at the 2019
Australian Poultry Science Symposium on February 18
by Gary’s wife Julie Sansom. The scholarship is an annual
award funded by the AgriFutures Chicken Meat Program
and supported by industry. Joshua is investigating how
the nutrition and environment of the hen influences how
efficiently her progeny grow.

Gary Sansom Scholar’s research a global
game changer for chicken breeding
UNIVERSITY of Adelaide PhD student
Joshua Angove has
been awarded the 2019
Gary Sansom Scholarship, supporting leadership in chicken meat
research.

The Gary Sansom
Scholarship was awarded to Joshua for his research project on the
influence of the maternal environment on how
meat chickens grow.
The Scholarship is
named in honour of the
late Gary Sansom.
Mr Sansom was a former AgriFutures Chicken Meat Advisory Panel
Chair and was the Australian Chicken Meat
Federation president.
Mr Sansom was a
long-standing supporter
of programs encouraging new people into the
chicken meat industry
and championed numerous initiatives aimed
at keeping Australia at

the forefront of industry
best practice.
The scholarship will
allow Joshua to investigate how the nutrition
and environment of the
hen influences how efficiently her progeny
grow.
The outcomes of Joshua’s project will have a
positive impact internationally because the
breed of chicken used
in Australia is also produced around the world.
Production gains identified in this project can
be replicated elsewhere,
which is an exciting
prospect for the budding
scientist.
“It’s an honour to be
selected as the 2019
Gary Sansom Scholar,”
Mr Angrove said.
“I’ve put a lot of effort into my work over
the past 12 months and
it is incredibly rewarding to have the potential impact of that re-

search recognised.
“It’s a credit to the vision of the AgriFutures
Chicken Meat Program
that they see the value
in supporting young
researchers to become
leaders in the chicken
industry and it provides
motivation for young
researchers to keep going and get through their
PhD.
“For me, the opportunities this award presents are worth more
than the value of the
scholarship itself.”
AgriFutures Australia
manager,
Research,
Georgie Townsend said
the scholarship supports
future leaders to make
their mark on the industry by undertaking novel
research.
“Joshua’s project clearly demonstrates the Australian industry is not
afraid to invest in bold
research, not just for the
benefit of the Australian

industry, but the chicken
meat industry globally,”
Ms Townsend said.
The prestigious Gary
Sansom Scholarship
recognises high-quality
students, fosters a career
pathway in the chicken
meat industry and supports industry relevant
research.
The scholarship is an
annual award funded by
the AgriFutures Chicken Meat Program and
supported by industry.
Joshua was selected as
the scholarship recipient by the AgriFutures
Chicken Meat Advisory
Panel, in conjunction
with industry representatives and Gary’s
family.
The Gary Sansom
Scholarship was presented to Joshua Angove
at the 2019 Australian
Poultry Science Symposium on Monday, February 18, 2019 by Gary’s
wife Julie Sansom.
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On-farm water sanitation
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SANITISATION
of
drinking water supplies
is one of the cornerstones of biosecurity and
health management of
your flock.
The use of untreated or
poorly treated drinking
water has been implicated
in a number of exotic disease outbreaks in commercial poultry in Australia, and no doubt is the
cause of many instances
of disease outbreaks and
inferior performance in
flocks on a regular basis.
Principles of water sanitation
Effective water sanitation needs, first, a relatively clean source of water with no detrimental
qualities such as extreme
pH or elevated levels of
minerals, which can denature many chemical sanitisers.
Water should also be

Vet’s
View
by ROD JENNER

pre-filtered to remove any
extraneous organic load,
which can tie up chemicals before they have any
opportunity to be biocidal.
Water storage is an important component of sanitation, as chemicals need
a minimum contact time
in order to denature bacteria and viruses effectively.
So, in essence, sanitation
is a process that involves

much more than simply
adding a chemical.
What are the properties
of a good water sanitiser?
• Kills bacteria and viruses in a contaminated
environment;
• Persists long enough in
the water to kill pathogens;
• Is not denatured by organic load or water quality issues (pH, hardness,
etc);
• Does not damage or
corrode water lines;
• Is safe for birds to
drink (if used in the presence of birds); and
• Is cost-effective.
It is important to understand that sanitisers that
work well in a laboratory
environment may not be
as effective in a commercial setting – there are
other challenges such as
organic load, pH, temperature, contact time
constraints and residual
activity.
It is important to actively
monitor the effectiveness
of any sanitation system
to ensure it is achieving
its purpose.
Biofilm
A biofilm is a thin,
sticky, nutrient-rich film
of organic and inorganic
matter that builds up and
provides a nutrient source
for bacteria inside drinker
lines.
It is a source of ongoing
bacterial recontamination
of water, so must be eliminated from drinker lines.
Biofilms will continue
to regenerate if sanitation
is not continuous, causing ongoing challenges for
maintaining good water
quality.
Biofilms can also cause
drinkers to leak and create wet litter conditions,
resulting in ammonia
release and encouraging
pathogen growth in the
litter, which culminates in

health threats to the birds
and can restrict water discharge from the drinkers,
causing loss in performance.
Many water additives
such as vitamins and milk
powder used for vaccinations provide additional
nutrients for biofilm bacteria, so an additional
sanitisation after addition
of these types of additives
is important to maintain
clean drinker lines.
One way to overcome
biofilms is to add an additional sanitiser and do a
high-pressure flush of the
drinker lines on a regular
basis.
In broiler sheds, this
should be done prior to
re-entry of day-old chicks.
This can also be done
while birds are present,
but the sanitiser used must
be registered and safe for
use as a drinking water
sanitiser in the presence
of livestock.
It is important that
sanitisers are working all
the way to the end of the
drinker line.
Unfortunately, this is
often not the case, as the
sanitiser’s activity becomes exhausted prior to
reaching the end of the
line.
In situations such as
this, it is seriously worth
considering a two-step approach, by using a product,
such as a chlorine-based
chemical, as a first step
in the bulk water storage,
followed by a complementary second step at the
entry to the shed, using a
product registered for use
in drinking water.
This will be highly effective in preventing the
establishment of a biofilm
in the drinking line.
Monitoring
No matter what method
of sanitising is being used,
it is important to be able
to monitor its effectiveness in order to get reassurance sanitation is being achieved.
Some chemicals can be
measured for residual activity at the end of the
drinker lines, but a far
more decisive method is
to have your water assessed microbiologically
on a regular basis to ensure the biofilm is being
eliminated.
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Australian Organic Limited joins the NFF
THE National Farmers’
Federation is pleased to
welcome Australian Organic Limited as a member of agriculture’s peak
representative body.
Australian
Organic
Limited is a member
owned not-for-profit industry body that supports
and promotes certified organic businesses and is a
major force in ensuring
organic standards in Aus-

tralia remain in the hands
of the supply chain.
NFF president Fiona
Simson said the issues organic farmers faced were
common to many farmers
and it made sense for their
interests to be well represented in NFF’s policy
and advocacy efforts.
“As Australian farming’s peak representative
body, it is our role to represent all farmers,” Ms

Simson said.
“Having Australia Organic Limited join the
NFF means we can get
a more informed understanding of the challenges
and opportunities before
organic farmers and, as
a result, be better able to
advocate in the interests
of all farmers.”
The 2018 Market Report
compiled by Australian
Organic Limited revealed
the current area of land
under certified organic
management in Australia
is 35 million hectares –
more than half of all certified land area on Earth.
Australian Organic Limited general manager Niki
Ford said there were an
estimated 1998 certified
organic primary producers in Australia including
farmers, graziers, apiarists and wild harvesters.
“We are excited to be-

come an associate member of the NFF and are
looking forward to representing the broader organic industry and becoming more involved with
the NFF over the coming
years,” Ms Ford said.
Ms Ford said to make
the most of the opportunities before it, the organic
sector needed a strong
voice in Canberra.
“Australian
Organic
Limited’s membership of
NFF will ensure our sector’s interests are drawn to
the attention of our federal
politicians and our needs
considered in Government
decisions,” she said.
Australian Organic Limited joins NFF’s 30-strong
member group, who have
a shared vision for agriculture to be a $100 billion industry by 2030, up
from today’s $60 billion.

Specialised Breeders Australia
Board resignation announcement
SPECIALISED Breeders Australia wishes
to advise that Richard
Rayner has resigned as
chief executive officer
and will be retiring
from the poultry industry on June 30, 2019.
SBA has initiated an
international search to
source a suitable replacement for Richard,
and we anticipate making an announcement
regarding the appointment of a new CEO prior to his departure.
Richard joined SBA in
January 2014 and has
been at the helm of the
company during a period of significant growth.
Under his leadership
and guidance, SBA
has constructed a new
production farm, rede-

veloped a parent rearing farm, constructed
a state-of-the-art commercial chicken hatchery and secured a new
long-term agreement
with Seqirus in the vaccine egg business.
Richard developed
export markets for parent stock into Asia and
implemented process
improvement initiatives
designed to optimise operations and reduce biosecurity risks.
In addition, Rich-

ard has supported and
developed the team at
SBA, setting a solid
foundation for future
growth.
The Board would like
to take this opportunity
to extend their thanks
and gratitude to Richard
for his significant contribution to SBA, and
wish him well in his
future endeavours.
Robert Green
Chairman
Specialised Breeders
Australia

Entries opening
soon for 2019
Royal Melbourne
Poultry Show
IT is with great
pleasure and excitement that the event
organisers announce
the 2019 Royal Melbourne Poultry Show
will take place during
the Royal Melbourne
Show.
The 2019 judging
will be conducted on
Friday,
September
20, prior to the Royal
Melbourne Show commencing the following
day.
The poultry will then
remain on display until
the afternoon of Tuesday, September 24.

This provides exhibitors a great opportunity
to showcase the poultry industry throughout
four of the Royal Melbourne Show’s busiest
days.
The Royal Agricultural Society of Victoria is committed to
making the Royal Melbourne Show the home
of the best competitions, exhibitions and
entertainment and the
organisers hope you
will join in celebrating
excellence at Victoria’s
largest and most prestigious poultry competition.

Entries open:
Wednesday, May 22.
Entries close:
Friday, August 9.
Judging:
Friday, September 20.

www.poultrynews.com.au
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Dr Lucy Waldron was the night’s first presenter.

Steve Elliott, John Cooper, the author and Dr Lucy Waldron.

Alltech Lienert roundtable dinner focusing
on poultry nutrition and performance
Alltech mineral management global director Steve Elliott presented on the night.

The evening’s final presenter was Alltech poultry technical manager John Cooper.

Page 8 – National Poultry Newspaper, March 2019

POULTRY
industry
leader Alltech Lienert
Australia capped off the
2019 Australian Poultry Science Symposium
with a dinner function
dedicated to discussing
poultry nutrition and
performance.
Guests gathered at Sydney’s Dolton House for a
roundtable dinner featuring talks from three of the
industry’s finest.
Dr Lucy Waldron from
LWT Animal Nutrition
kicked the night off with
her discussion on ‘The development of technology
diets: Trial results’.
Lucy has worked in the
animal feed industry since
1995 and has run her own
nutrition research catering
for larger species (horses

and calves) since 2006.
During her talk on technology diets, Lucy addressed the issue of inorganic minerals and challenges of pollution and
excretion, as well as the
success of mineral trials
in Canada.
Lucy’s focus on the history of mineral use in
feed highlighted the major
changes seen within the
industry since the 1950s.
As the second speaker
for the night, Alltech mineral division global director Steve Elliott discussed
‘Trace minerals: Essential
nutrients for optimal performance’.
Steve has travelled all
over the world speaking
about the benefits of trace
mineral nutrition and its

impact on health and immunity.
During his talk, Steve encouraged industry to consider using more organic
forms of trace minerals as
well as considering which
types are used to maximise biologically relevant
absorption and minimise
negative interactions.
Wrapping up the night
as the final speaker,
Alltech UK and Ireland
poultry technical manager John Cooper took the
floor to discuss ‘Practical
experience and observations of breeders, broilers
and layers’.
John has spent 23 years
working with poultry and
the past five within the
Alltech team.
John was also recently

awarded as poultry supply chain champion at the
British Poultry Awards,
in recognition of his outstanding contribution to
the industry.
John discussed the importance of gut health as well
as his success using egg
strength readers to measure
and collect strength data
and egg weights.
During his address, John
mentioned the benefits of
microfloral rehabilitation
to restore normal gut function and effective ways to
phase out antibiotics.
John’s work with Alltech
has led to vast improvements in approaching gut
health management and
rehabilitating the intestinal microbiota.
Gabi McCaig

www.poultrynews.com.au

spray one step
ahead of E. coli
Help stop disease before it stops you. Poulvac
E. coli is the only commercially available modiﬁed
live vaccine that helps prevent disease caused by
E. coli in chickens. Help your birds before they
need it with Poulvac E. coli.

For more information please contact your local Zoetis representative or Customer Service on 1800 022 442.
Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd. ABN 94 156 476 425. Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138. © 2017 Zoetis Inc. All rights reserved. www.zoetis.com.au ZL0821
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Swabbing point

Before
fogging

24 hrs after
fogging

48 hrs after
fogging

Flange of outlet side

>10 000

<10

<10

Flat side of hopper wall

>10 000

<10

<10

Welded joint of hopper wall

>10 000

<10

<10

Underside of wall panels

>10 000

>10 000

<10

Table 1: Total enterobacteriaceae (cfu/swab) counts before and after fogging with
powdered Sal CURB at 1kg/10-tonne silo capacity.

Figure 2: S. enteritidis counts in the caecum at seven and 14 days post-infection.

Figure 1: Major feed mill process steps.

Salmonella – the notorious biological hazard
SALMONELLA is a biological and food safety
hazard of concern to the
egg and poultry meat
sectors.
Figure 3: S. enteritidis faecal counts at three and five days post-infection.

Figure 4: S. enteritidis faecal counts at 10 and 12 days post-infection.

Managing this invisible
hazard requires constant
diligence and vigilance
that in turn necessitates
constant awareness.
The complexity of
managing salmonella
is compounded by its
widespread presence, requiring multiple hurdle
approaches at multiple
points along the ‘feed
to farm to food to fork’
chain, with control assisted by integration of
links within the chain.
However, when there
is not constant awareness, diligence and vigilance at each point along
‘the chain’, the chain can
break and potentially present an amplified problem

at points closer to the final
consumer.
Risk analysis involves
assessment of the likelihood of occurrence and
severity of identified adverse effects of the hazard.
Managing the risks will
require combinations of:
• Hazard prevention;
• Hazard reduction; and
• Hazard elimination.
The management and
control measures need to
be practical and achievable.
Regarding the ‘feed to
farm’ end of the chain,
the multiple focus points
for consideration regarding the likelihood of salmonella contamination
include:
• Feed ingredients;
• Storage and transport
of feed ingredients prior
to feed mill receival;

• The feed mill processes from feed ingredient
storage through to finished feed storage;
• Transport of feed to
farm and on-farm storage
of feed; and
• The many other potential salmonella entry
points onto the farm.
Feed ingredients
Animal and vegetable
protein meal producers have a high level of
awareness of salmonella
risks with specific control
points in the process used
to help ensure freedom
from salmonella contamination.
Apart from the critical
‘heat step’ control point,
other elements of preventative programs include
processing step separations within plants, physical cleaning regimes and
adjunct usage of chemical
salmonella inhibitors such
as the Kemin Rendering
Plant Salmonella Control
program (booklet cover
pictured).
The feed mill and the
feed
Feed mill and feed hy-

giene interventions at
various points along the
process (Figure 1) will
help to reduce the risk of
feed salmonella contamination.
For example, treating
critical ingredients and
feeds with liquid salmonella inhibitors and
physical cleaning of silos
with assistance from fogging the bins and other
enclosed spaces with a
powdered salmonella inhibitor.
In a feed silo hygiene
trial, swabs were taken at
four points in the silo and
total enterobacteriaceae
determined before powder
fogging 24 and 48 hours
afterwards.
Good reductions were
recorded the day after
fogging the silo, with the
underside of the wall panels taking another day to
achieve the same level of
decontamination (Table
1).
Powder fogging can also
be applied to truck hygiene as a part of a multiple hurdle approach.
☛ continued P11

Kemin’s Feedmill Salmonella Control Programme
Safely protect your feedstuffs and animal populations from Salmonella contamination with Sal CURB™ and FormaXOL™.
Kemin delivers technical expertise and support, laboratory testing services, application engineering solutions, and safety training to
meet your needs. Trust Kemin and Sal CURB and FormaXOL to become a key part of your comprehensive pathogen control program.

www.kemin.com/ap_sal_curb

© Kemin Industries, Inc and its group of companies 2018. All rights reserved. ® TM Trademarks of Kemin Industries, Inc., U.S.A.
Certain statements may not be applicable in all geographical regions. Product labeling and associated claims may differ based upon government requirements.
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Mobile: +61 4 3913 6602 / +61 412 888 485
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Salmonella – the notorious biological hazard
☛ from P10

The farm
Apart from feed, there
are many potential salmonella entry points onto
the farm including drinking water, litter, day-old
chicks, replacement pullets, trucks, pests, wild
birds, other livestock and
domestic animals, equipment and people.
Pest control, biosecurity,
farm and personal hygiene, egg washing and
vaccination are components of on-farm control.
A range of feed additives
are also being explored
to assist in managing
the salmonella hazard in
egg-laying hens and meat
birds.
Example one
When seven-day-old
broiler chickens were
heavily infected with
a field strain of salmonella enteritidis (orally
inoculated with one
million colony units), a
coated/‘protected’ formulation of seven essential
oils and two organic acids

included in the feed at 1kg
or 2kg/tonne resulted in
significant reductions in
S. enteritidis counts in the
caecum at seven and 14
days after infection (Figure 2).
Reductions in the faecal
counts were recorded at
three, five, 10 and 12 days
after infection (Figures 3
and 4).
This work was conducted at the ‘Istituto Zooprofilattico Sperimentale della Lombardia e
dell’Emilia Romagna’ in
Italy.
In a similar trial with
broiler chickens orally
infected with S. enteritidis at 11 days of age,
the same coated product
included in feed at 750g
and 1kg/tonne significantly reduced the number of
birds with caecal samples
positive for salmonella
(P<0.05) and with salmonella positive neck skin
samples (P<0.01) at day
40 (Table 2).
This work was conducted at the ‘Centro de
Investigacion y Tecnolo-

gia Agroalimentaria de
Aragon’ in Italy.
Example two
When broiler chicks (50/
group) were orally infected with S. enteritidis at
three days of age and then
sampled the next day, the
birds receiving feed that
contained beta-1,3-glucan
from a specific micro-algae showed significantly
reduced detection of S.
enteritidis in the liver and
spleen compared with salmonella-challenged birds
not receiving beta-1,3glucan (Table 3).
A higher level (200g/
tonne) was needed to
significantly reduce the
percentage of birds with
liver and spleen detections
of S. enteritidis when the
birds were challenged at
seven days of age and then
tested three days later
compared with the challenge and sampling at the
younger age.
This work was carried
out by the US Department of Agriculture at its
College Station research
facility.

Control
group

FormaXOL@
0.75kg/t

FormaXOL
@ 1kg/t

Positive caecal samples

7/15a

2/15b

2/15b

Positive neck skin samples

6/15a

0/15b

0/15b

Sample

Table 3: Percentage of birds with S. enteritidis detection in liver/spleen after S.
enteritidis challenge.

Beta-1,3-glucan acts on
the bird’s gut-associated
immune system, facilitating enhanced responsiveness to challenges, that
is, it ‘primes’ the bird to
activate its own immune
system.
These results indicate
reduced trans-location of
salmonella from the gut
to the bird’s tissues when
beta-1,3 glucan were included in the feed.
Summary
• Salmonella is an ongoing biological and food
safety hazard;
• Control requires multiple hurdle approaches
along the ‘feed to farm to
food to fork’ chain;
• Control includes combinations of prevention,
reduction and elimination; and
• Focus points at the
‘feed to farm’ end of the
chain include:
- Feed ingredients;
- The feed mill process;
- Finished feed;
- Storage and transport
of feed ingredients and
finished feed; and
- The many other possible salmonella entry
points on to the farm.
Contact Rick Carter at
Kemin Australia by email
at rick.carter@kemin.com

S. enteritidis
challenge day (of age)

Liver/spleen sampling
& testing day
(of age)

No Aleta

With Aleta
(g Aleta/t)

Day 3

Day 4

16%a

0%b (100g/t)

Day 7

Day 10

98%a

58%b (200g/t)

Table 2: Number of salmonella-positive caecal and neck skin samples from broiler chickens at 40 days of age
after oral inoculation with S. enteritidis at 11 days of age (15 birds/group).

Make hygiene number one
CLEANING is a vital
component for poultry farmers in the
biosecurity battle to
protect their birds and
livestock.
Aussie Pumps is arming producers with the
right tools for this very
important task.
Aussie Pumps is Australia’s leading producer of high-pressure
water blasters.
The company has developed a range of hot
water steam cleaners
for fast decontamination and hygienic cleaning.
Using Aussie’s steam
pressure cleaners decreases cleaning time
by up to 40 percent and
cleaning with hot water reduces the drying
time.
These machines are
designed particularly
with primary producers
in mind.
The Aussie Super Indy range includes single
and three-phase steamers with pressures as
high as 4000 psi.
Aussie Pumps’ Super
Indy series are built
tough, featuring heavyduty impact-resistant
stainless steel covers.
The cover is mounted
on a robust steel chassis
with integrated frontmounted bumper.
Aussie Pumps product
manager Mal Patel said,
“We decided to move
away from Europeanstyle machines with
their traditional poly or

plastic components.”
“The machines are
loaded with features to
make them easy and
safe to use but provide
plenty of capability for
fast and effective cleaning and sanitising.”
The option of highpressure detergent injection adds another
level of efficiency.
The pumps are a
heavy-duty Italian triplex design running at
1450rpm for long and
continuous trouble-free
life.
The range starts with
a 240V single-phase
machine
delivering
1500psi and 12l/pm
flow.
This machine reaches
120C, providing loads
of steam power.
Three-phase machines
are also available in a
powerful 3000psi configuration with big flows
of 19l/pm.
“We developed a

3000psi unit with the
ability to ‘wash and
flush’, delivering high
flow and pressure,” Patel said.
“This lifts productivity and reduces down
time.”
The mild steel burner
coils are covered by a
free extended warranty
of up to two years.
A stainless steel burner coil option comes
with a three-year warranty.
The new Aussie Super
Indy range offers timed
‘Total Stop’ designed to
shut the machine off after the operator releases
the trigger of the gun.
This not only reduces
wear on the machine
but saves power.
Further information
and a free booklet on
how to protect your
farm is available from
Aussie Pumps distributors and aussiepumps.
com.au

The Aussie Pumps Super Indy steam cleaner is
used for equipment decontamination in the biosecurity war.

POULTRY RENDERING
0DQLOGUD*URXSȇVUHQGHULQJIDFLOLW\LQ6RXWK:HVW16:RHUV
transportation from farm and processing services for spent birds from
New South Wales, Southern Queensland and Victoria.

CONTACT
Jason Graham 0428 149 704
jason.graham@manildra.com.au
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Tough choices to reach $100 billion by 2030
MAKING tough choices
will be central to Australian
agriculture’s
continued success, according to ABARES
executive director Dr
Steve Hatfield-Dodds’
opening address at the
2019 ABARES Outlook
Conference in Canberra
recently.

choices,” Dr HatfieldDodds said.
“Examples include ensuring agriculture is attractive to workers and
investors;
harnessing
innovation to boost performance; promoting onfarm resilience and risk
management; persisting
with water reforms and
respecting and responding to evolving consumer
expectations.
“We should be mindful of the substantial and
sometimes painful reforms that underpinned
the growth achieved in
recent decades – and that
favourable global prices
account for 90 percent of
past trend growth.
“Each of the five areas
bring both opportunities

Dr Steve Hatfield-Dodds
listed five key areas vital
to meeting the National
Farmers’ Federation’s
goal of lifting the value
of Australian agricultural
production to $100 billion
by 2030.
“We must recognise
that achieving the best
outcomes for agriculture,
our rural communities
and the national economy
will require some tough

and threats, but support
the theme of enhancing
the wellbeing of producers, consumers, regions
and the nation to increase
prosperity.
“The sector is well
aware of the need to attract workers, but actions
are always going to speak
louder than words in ensuring a positive experience for farm workers.
“We need to continue to
harness innovation.”
Priorities include reducing fragmentation and
improving collaboration
on ‘whole of sector’ challenges, greater clarity
and consistency around
contributions and benefit
sharing as well as achieving faster adoption and
commercialisation of suc-

cessful research.
“Our farms must remain
resilient and manage risk
effectively,” Dr HatfieldDodds said.
“Australian
farmers
manage very significant
variability, including variable climate and volatile
commodity prices.
“We must persist with
water reforms.
“The view that healthy
industries require healthy
catchments has not always been visible in recent debate and finger
pointing, which is often
framed in terms of tradeoffs between ‘industry’ or
‘development’ versus the
‘environment’.
“It is evident that achieving the NFF aspirations
for agriculture requires

sustainable management
of Australia’s scarce water
resources.
“Respecting and responding to evolving consumer expectations may
well be both the greatest
opportunity, and threat,
facing Australian agriculture.”
Producers are particularly exposed where real
or perceived poor behaviour by a few players can
tarnish the reputation or
market access of an entire
sector.
“Assessing these risks
and opportunities requires
industry to understand
how consumers think and
feel, even when this is
confronting,” Dr HatfieldDodds said.
“Australian agriculture

has many advantages, and
a track record of good performance, underpinned by
tough choices.
“But to thrive and grow
– to meet $100 billion –
some difficult decisions
will need to be made.”
Read the ‘Tough choices
for Australian agriculture

to reach $100b target’
article published in The
Conversation at thecon
versation.com/au
All ABARES Outlook
2019 presentations will be
published progressively
on the ABARES website
at agriculture.gov.au/ab
ares/outlook

Dr Steve Hatfield-Dodds Photo: farmonline.com.au
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Technical Service Manager – VIC

0407 104 185
timsmith@specialisedbreeders.com.au

Jonathan Leslie

Dieter Karlin

National Sales and Marketing Manager

0459 893 518
jonathanleslie@specialisedbreeders.com.au
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AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
Unit 1, 84-92 Barnes Street
Tamworth NSW 2340
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AusPac Ingredients Pty.Ltd.
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Tel +61 2 6762 7708
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Suppliers of Elite nutrition and solutions

Phone: 02 9609 7922
Fax:
02 9609 7923
admin@nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
www.nationalfeedsolutions.com.au
PO Box 6370 Wetherill Park BC NSW 2164

Zoetis Australia Pty Ltd
Level 6, 5 Rider Boulevard, Rhodes NSW 2138
PO Box 6066, Silverwater NSW 2128
T:1800 814 883 F: 02 8876 0444 W: www.zoetis.com.au
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0418 131 119
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REDUCE YOUR ENERGY COSTS WITH …
• Fan covers • Door covers
• Brooder/air control curtains
• Thermal & blockout blinds
• Poultry shade sails
• Cool cell covers
Phone 1300 059 003
Email info@polytex.net.auu
Web www.polytex.net.au

Rosetta Management Consulting Pty Ltd
Poultry Health, Welfare and Food Safety

Rod Jenner B.V.Sc (Hons)
Veterinarian
34 Norman Drive
Cornubia, Qld 4130
0418 877 521
rod_jenner@hotmail.com
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Aussie Farms online attack
map used for break-in
MINISTER for Agriculture David Littleproud
has again called on animal activist group Aussie Farms to pull down
its map of Australian
farms after a business on
the map was broken into.

“I said the Aussie Farms
map was an attack map for
activists and I was right,”
Minister Littleproud said.
“A piggery on the map
has now been broken into
by animal activists who
have broadcast their illegal activities on Facebook.
“The safety of farming
families and their children is at risk here.
“If this activist attack
map remains online, I fear
someone will be seriously
hurt or worse.
“Nobody would like
their family home address
being broadcast to the
world and especially not
next to information that is
wrong in many cases.
“I think the truth is the
Aussie Farms organisation knows full well its
map is being used to plan

attacks on farming family
businesses and the group
is fine with that.
“They’ve lost sight of
their cause and lost community support and must
stop intimidating farming
families.”
Minister Littleproud
said Aussie Farms should
stop being so reckless and
pull the farm map down
before someone is killed.
“Bill Shorten must condemn this group and this
map,” he said.
“Bill Shorten must call
this out before the worst
happens.
“Labor voting against
drought support is one
thing but saying nothing about a map which
displays the addresses of
Australian farming families – often with incorrect information about the
farm – is something else.
“Following a recent
Queensland case in which
a trespassing animal activist got a $350 fine for
her third offence, I also
call on the states to beef
up their trespass laws.”

Venturi-Aerator and Gorman-Rupp
pump being set up to replace
existing systems.

A SAFER and more
COST EFFECTIVE
Aeration System!
FREE Case Studies:
Ask us for free Municipal
or Industrial case studies.

Venturi-Aerator with Gorman-Rupp Pump
• Most efficient of the “Kinetic Transfer” systems
• Transfer up to 1.86kg per kW hour of O 2
• High Gas/Liquid ratio (2.2:1)

HydroInnovations.com.au
02 9898 1800
sales@hydroinnovations.com.au

• Mounted on banks for easy access to monitor and maintain
• Safer than devices located inside basins
• Greatly reduced maintenance cost
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PO Box 95, Ipswich
Queensland Australia 4305

LALLEMAND
ANIMAL NUTRITION
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Mob: 0419 005 511 | aturney@lallemand.com

www.santrev.com
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www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com
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54 King Street, Clifton
Queensland, Australia 4361
Telephone: 07 4697 3344
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12 Keith Campbell Court
Scoresby Vic 3179
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The egg, your protein
‘powder’ house
THE global egg powder market reached
a volume of about
179,216 tonnes in
2018, growing at a
compound annual
growth rate of around
4.5 percent between
2011 and 2018.

One of the major factors driving the global
demand of egg powder
is its long shelf life and
portability.
Egg powder has a
shelf-life of five to 10
years and is non-perishable when stored in
an airtight container.
It can easily be transported and does not
require refrigeration,
unlike real eggs which
have high chances of
cracking.
Apart from providing the same amount
of protein as regular
eggs, it is also lactose
free, low in carbohydrate, cholesterol and
fat, and also offers
reduced weight per
volume compared to
whole egg.
Egg powder is highly convenient to use
because of its physical form, which leads
to low to no product
wastage and generates
no residue after usage.
Egg powders are also
available in a versatile
product range such as
egg white powder, egg
yolk powder, whole
egg powder and egg
shell powder.
These varied product
ranges cater to different needs.
Egg white powder is
rich in protein content,
whereas egg yolk powder contains the bulk
of the egg’s fat.
Someone opting for a
low-calorie, high-pro-

tein diet can consume
egg white powder
without separating egg
yolks from egg whites.
Catalysed by its numerous benefits, egg
powder has become
a crucial element in
countless applications
in the food industry
due to its exceptional
binding and emulsion
capabilities.
Looking forward,
the global egg powder market is expected
to reach a volume of
about 227,772 tonnes
by 2024, exhibiting a
CAGR of 4 percent
during the period from
2019-2024.
Market summary
• Based on the type,
the global egg powder market has been
segmented into whole
egg powder, yolk egg
powder and white egg
powder. Whole egg
powder currently represents the largest segment.
• Region-wise, the
global egg powder
market has been segmented into Europe,
Asia-Pacific, North
America, Middle East
and Africa, and Latin America. Among
these, Europe represented the biggest
market.
• On the basis of enduse, bakeries represented the largest application segment for
egg powder, followed
by sauces, dressings
and mixes.
• Some of the key
players in the industry
include Sanovo Group,
Weko Group, Eurovo
S.R.L., Rembrandt Enterprises, Rose Acre
Farms and Kewpie
Egg Corporation.

Entrepreneur pockets $20K at evokeAG Pitch Tent
CLOSE to 1200 international delegates
packed
Melbourne’s
iconic Royal Exhibition
Building on Wednesday,
February 20 to cheer
on the four Pitch Tent
winners announced at
the inaugural, sold-out
evokeAG event.
Thirteen finalists from
around the world threw
their hats into the ring for
the competition, vying for
a total cash pool of $35,000
and in-kind prizes across
three different streams.
The participants pitched
their agricultural challenges, solutions and
business ideas over the
two-day event to a panel
of expert judges and an
international audience.
Dr Mathew Jones from
CertusBio is a step closer
to realising his dream of
saving billions of kilograms of dairy waste after
taking home the top cash
prize of $20,000 in the
Investment Ready stream.
The Christchurch-based
innovator was one of five
finalists from Israel, New
Zealand and Australia in
the agtech sector.
It was tough competition, with a range of
cutting-edge concepts
pitched, including grasshopper farming, wine
micro-oxygenation and
autonomous crop sensing,
however, Dr Jones said the
calibre of entrants made
the experience all the
more worthwhile.
“I especially want to
thank AgriFutures Australia for an amazing two
days,” Dr Jones said.
“It has been non-stop
since we got off the plane.
“There has been a constant flow of interested
people through Startup
Alley.

“The other finalists have
been such a great bunch
– so supportive and encouraging.
“The exposure we got is
exactly what we came for
and has given us the opportunity to raise investment, scale and acquire
new customers.”
Meanwhile, Armidale
entrepreneur Sam Duncan was ecstatic to win
the prestigious Austrade
Bridge Hub Special Prize,
valued at $10,000.
The award, the first of
its kind in Australia, was
open to a finalist from either the Investment Ready
or Seed Funding stream,
and the winner received
a much-coveted spot on
the Austrade/Bridge Hub
Agrifood Tech boot camp
to Israel in May 2019,
including return flights,
accommodation and a facilitated program.
“FarmLab has been going for two years now and
we have gained a little bit
of traction,” Mr Duncan
said.
“We had been planning
to look at expanding overseas next year, but the opportunity to go to Israel
and showcase FarmLab in
May 2019 will bring those
opportunities forward by
12 months.”
The Seed Funding
stream recipient Scott
Glover from AgriAce
took home a $10,000
cheque to kick-start his
startup, alongside a twoday internship at AgriWebb Sydney HQ valued
at $4000.

“It has been a great
opportunity to pitch at
evokeAG,” Mr Glover
said.
“The diversity of attendees across the ag industry
was impressive.
“I am so pleased to accept this prize.
“It will make a big difference to our business at
this stage and a great help
for our first manufacturing run, which is due to
start imminently.”
Danny Le Feuvre from
Australian Bee Services
took home the prize for
the KPMG Producer
Problem stream after taking to the stage to expound on pinch points in
the honey sector.
He said the networking
opportunities at evokeAG
have been invaluable.
“It has been such an
interesting journey, I
have learnt a lot,” Mr

Le Feuvre said.
“The opportunity to
focus on industry issues
and connect with industry people has been really
exciting.
“I have also been really
excited by the amount of
interest in finding a solution to the American Foul
Brood problem from the
delegates at evokeAG.”
AgriFutures Australia
managing director Mr
John Harvey said Pitch
Tent was tailor-made for
the agrifood innovation
industry and a prime opportunity for innovators
from across the startup
scale to present on stage
in front of industry experts – with some fabulous prizes on offer.
For the first time, Australian producers were
offered a place at the
Pitch Tent table, presenting their problems to an
audience of startups and
world-class businesses
who were able to provide
intelligent, succinct solutions.
“We have had some

incredibly dynamic entrants, from those looking
to get their startups off
the line to those looking
to scale their vision globally,” Mr Harvey said.
“It was tough to differentiate as all were standout finalists showcasing
brilliant and innovative
agtech solutions, each
looking at ways to think
outside the box when it
comes to food and how
we grow, package and distribute it.”
In front of the packed
audience, John Harvey
wrapped up the final
session of the program
thanking delegates and
partners for their support.
He confirmed AgriFutures Australia will bring
back evokeAG in 2020.
For full details of the
evokeAG 2019 program
including key national and
international speakers,
please head to evokeag.
com
For more information
about the Pitch Tent competition, visit evokeag.
com/pitchtent

Farm production expected
to fall due to drought
IN 2018-19 the value of
farm production is expected to decline by 4
percent to $58 billion,
according to the latest
Agricultural Commodities report launched
recently at the Outlook
2019 conference in
Canberra.
ABARES’ chief commodity analyst Peter
Gooday said the main
driver of the drop was
poor eastern winter
crops, but high prices
and the near-record
crops in Western Australia provided a significant buffer.
“Many would have
predicted a greater fall
in agricultural production given the significance of the drought
along the east coast,”
Mr Gooday said.
“Western Australia
is forecast to have produced its second-largest
grain crop – nearly 60
percent of the Australian winter crop this
year – which has helped
make this the sixthstraight year of aboveaverage performance.
“It is clear the ongoing
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drought in the eastern
states and Queensland
floods have devastated
those affected.
“Improved commodity
prices have helped, with
grain prices expected to
increase 11 percent in
2018-19 and contribute
to a 3 percent rise in
farmgate prices.
“Wheat prices rose
by 5 percent and barley
prices by 16 percent.
“Agricultural production is forecast to recover in 2019-20 and then
grow slowly over the
medium term, assuming
a return to average seasonal conditions.”
In 2019-20 the value
of farm production is
forecast to increase by
2 percent to $59 billion
and grow to $61 billion
by 2023-24.
“Farm profitability is
expected to be lower in
2018-19 compared with
the previous two years,
but remain comparatively high,” Mr Gooday
said.
“The average farm
cash income for all
broadacre farms is
projected to fall by 18

percent to $173,000 per
farm in 2018-19 – still
well above the 10-year
average of $140,000.
“There is substantial regional variation
though, with average
incomes down by an
average of 51 percent
on NSW broadacre
farms and 21 percent on
Queensland farms.
“In Western Australia,
farm incomes are projected to increase by 33
percent to $490,000 per
farm in 2018-19.
“Production falls are
expected to impact export earnings, which are
forecast to decline to
$45 billion in 2019-20
due to falling livestock
exports, after an expected 6 percent decline in
2018-19 due to falling
crop exports.
“This will be partially
offset by an expected 4
percent increase to export prices.
“Export earnings are
then projected to increase to $47 billion by
2023-24.”
The report is available
at agriculture.gov.au/agcommodities-report
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APSS 2019
POSTER SESSION
HIGHLIGHTS

Dexter Abrigo and Glen Tactacan with Glen’s poster ‘Organic acids and essential
oils combined with an antibiotic growth promoter to improve gut health and nutrient digestibility in challenged broiler chickens’.

Jennifer Power-Greary. ‘Understanding the perceptions and knowledge of laying hen welfare: industry and
community stakeholders focus groups’.

Terence Sibanda (University of New England). ‘Is range usage at the onset of egg
production associated with tibial bone mineral density at the end of lay?’.

Kosar Gharib Naseri. ‘Bacillus amyloliquefaciens CECT 5940 improves performance and gut integrity in broilers
fed lower protein diets under necrotic enteritis’.

Shubiao Wu (University of New England). ‘Historical flaws of metabolisable energy
bioassays for poultry – a mini review’.
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Anita Rai (Indian Central Avian Research Institute). ‘Production, haematological
and immunological attributes of broilers fed diets supplemented with tamarind
seed based polyphenols extract’.
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